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Creating opportunities
for outstanding musicians
to study intensively
with Imogen Cooper

The Imogen Cooper Music Trust is different. Wonderful summer schools and master classes
already exist for the most gifted young pianists on the cusp of the profession – but most
involve quite a large numbers of participants.
This Trust was set up to allow up to two pianists to study with me, every day for a week. I
aim to offer this twice a year, inviting different artists each time. Having so few participants,
means I get to work with each individual for up to three hours a day. My great hope is that
these young musicians will benefit from specific guidance at a critical time in their artistic
development: just as I did.
The experiences I had of being intensively mentored by Alfred Brendel, Arthur Rubinstein,
the Amadeus Quartet and Clifford Curzon have never left me. Time seemed irrelevant,
the sessions had no boundaries and the immersion in great works with those artists has
resonated with me throughout my performing life.
For this relationship to work at its best, the students must be taken away from all distractions.
They need the time and the space to apply their creative resources, to uncover the depths of
the music they are studying, to become aware of the distinctive qualities they possess – as
well as their weaknesses. In a beautiful and quiet place, that music lives on longer in the ear
and those experiences dwell more deeply in the spirit.
The Trust is privileged to have access to a wonderful house, the Mas de la Rasclaouse in
the heart of Provence. It is a converted 19th century mas under the Alpilles near St Remy de
Provence, which has been restored over many years with skill and enthusiasm. The owners
have created a breathtakingly beautiful haven where music-making and family life are viewed
as vital necessities. There are two pianos, including a fine 1960s Steinway D in a room large
enough for a concert audience.
At the end of the week, the public are invited in for a master class and on the final day,
a showcase concert. I make a contribution to this, but the performance is primarily for the
students. It is also our sincere hope that the people who come to these concerts will be able
to help provide the bedrock of financial support to the work of the Trust. That is because
our goal is to offer a complete package to the selected pianists. A Trust scholarship covers
their travel, accommodation, food, instrument maintenance and many hours of individual
tuition. We are adamant that no student will ever be excluded due to financial background.
They must possess only three fundamental things: talent, potential and a deep thirst for
improvement.
Many of the young musicians who I meet in the UK and abroad do have these qualities, but
we live in a world that has never before been beset by so many distractions. I know that
some of them fear that finding the space and the guidance to steer them towards their goals
is becoming impossible. My sincere wish is to help them in their aspirations.
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FRIENDS OF THE
IMOGEN COOPER MUSIC TRUST
Please help The Imogen Cooper Music Trust to fulfill its goal of funding
the scholarships that enable outstanding artists to study with Imogen
Cooper, one of the most respected and esteemed artists on the world
stage today.
To join the Friends, here are the annual subscriptions available and their benefits:

☐

FRIEND £100+
•	Advance details of twice-yearly public masterclasses and concerts held at Mas de la
Rasclaouse, Eygalières in France.
• Newsletter reporting on the year’s events.
• Invitation to scholarship holders’ concerts to be held in London.

☐

GOLD FRIEND £500+
•	Advance details of twice-yearly public masterclasses and concerts held at Mas de la
Rasclaouse, Eygalières in France.
•	Complimentary entry for two people to the public events held at Mas de la
Rasclaouse, Eygalières in France.
•	Newsletter reporting on the year’s events.
•	Complimentary entry for two people to scholarship holders’ concerts to be held in
London.

☐

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR £2500
•	Advance details of twice-yearly public masterclasses and concerts held at Mas de la
Rasclaouse, Eygalières in France.
•	Complimentary entry for two people to the public events held at Mas de la
Rasclaouse, Eygalières in France.
•	Newsletter reporting on the year’s events.
•	Complimentary entry for two people to scholarship holders’ concerts to be held in
London.
•	Two complimentary tickets to a London concert given by Imogen Cooper followed
by a champagne reception with Imogen.

FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP FORM
Title
First name
Surname
Address

Postcode
Email
Telephone

MEMBERSHIPS

☐ FRIEND £100+, Annual
☐ GOLD FRIEND £500+, Annual
☐ INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR £2500, Annual
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR BANK TRANSFER (BACS)

☐ Payment by cheque:
☐ Payment by BACS:

£.........
£..........

Payment by cheque should be made payable to
The Imogen Cooper Music Trust and sent to The Treasurer at the address below.
Payment by bank transfer should be made to
The Imogen Cooper Music Trust - Sort Code: 40-52-40 Account Number: 00028344

GIFT AID

☐

I would like ICMT to reclaim tax on this donation. I am a UK tax-payer and pay an amount of income and/or
capital gains tax at least equal to the tax to be re-claimed. ICMT is a Registered Charity Number 1162347

Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whatever your method of payment, please return this form to:
The Treasurer
The Imogen Cooper Music Trust
50 Lady Somerset Road, London NW5 1TU

Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IMOGEN COOPER
She is an outstanding artist, one of the finest pianists now playing. Go, listen, and wonder
how many better pianists there are alive in this country, or anywhere.
Daily Telegraph
Regarded as one of the finest interpreters of Classical and Romantic repertoire, Imogen
Cooper is internationally renowned for her virtuosity and lyricism. Most recently she has
appeared with the Berliner Philharmoniker and Sir Simon Rattle; Sydney Symphony with
Simone Young; BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra with Thomas Dausgaard; London
Symphony Orchestra with Bernard Haitink; Seattle Symphony and Kioi Sinfonietta in Japan.
Solo recitals have included Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Paris and London.
Imogen has a widespread international career and has appeared with the New York
Philharmonic, Philadelphia, Boston, Vienna Philharmonic, Royal Concertgebouw, Leipzig
Gewandhaus, Budapest Festival, NHK Symphony Orchestras and all the major British
orchestras. She has also undertaken tours with the Australian and Orpheus Chamber
Orchestras.
Her recent recordings for Chandos Records feature music by Brahms, Chopin, Liszt, Wagner
and Robert and Clara Schumann.
Imogen received a CBE in the Queen’s New Year Honours in 2007 and was the recipient of
an award from the Royal Philharmonic Society the following year. In 1997 she was awarded an
Honorary Membership of the Royal Academy of Music and in 1999 she was made a Doctor of
Music at Exeter University. The Imogen Cooper Music Trust was founded in 2015, to support
young pianists at the cusp of their careers, and give them time in an environment of peace
and beauty.
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