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Brexit – Key Dates 

The UK might now leave the European Union (EU) on 

12th April if Parliament does not agree the 

Government’s withdrawal arrangements, or 22nd May if 

Parliament does agree to the arrangements. Other 

dates may well come into play as deliberations continue 

in Parliament. Given the possibility that the UK could 

leave the EU without a deal during the next month or 

so, the Government has stepped up its preparations for 

a ‘no deal’ exit. ACS is in regular contact with various 

Government Departments to enable us to plan for the 

various arrangements which would apply in the event 

of a ‘no deal’ exit.  

Should the UK end up leaving the EU, a significant 

implementation period should be allowed to enable 

businesses to adapt. The experience of ACS is that 

there is a significant amount of work which needs to be 

done in both the UK and EU member states to allow for 

a smooth implementation.  

 

Transitional Simplified 

Procedures (TSP) for 

Imports 

HMRC recognise that there is not the capacity to 

manage the huge overnight increase in clearance work 

for road freight arriving at the short sea ports and 

terminals by road and rail, so traders have the 

opportunity to arrange their own declarations once they 

are approved to use TSP. A requirement of TSP is that 

they must have their own duty deferment account, 

which will need to be backed by a bank guarantee from 

30th September 2019. A duty deferment account 

normally also requires a Comprehensive Customs 

Guarantee (CCG), but we understand this requirement 

will be waived in the event that the traders goods are 

not subject to import duty. Do consider this point when 

reviewing the draft UK Customs Tariff which is referred 

to below, where many duty rates have been reduced to 

zero percent. Traders using special procedures such as 

inward processing, outward processing, etc., will be 

required to have a CCG in place.  

 

Any EU trader can apply for TSP; however, TSP cannot 

be used for controlled goods such as excise, some 

chemicals and dual use goods. 

 

The frontier declaration can be completed in the client’s 

own records known as Entry in Declarants Records 

(EIDR), which are subject to Customs audit and traders 

are required to hold the following data: 

 
 Date and time the goods arrived in the UK 

 Description of the goods and the commodity 
code and quantity imported 

 Purchase and (if available) sales invoice 
numbers 

 Customs value                     
 Delivery details 
 Supplier emails 

 Serial numbers of any certificates or 

licences 

 

No ‘arrival’ message is required to be sent to Customs 

which normally sets the clearance status, unlike a 

traditional customs entry. 

 

By the fourth working day of the month following 

import, traders are required to complete a 

supplementary declaration similar to a normal customs 

declaration. This will be an onerous responsibility for 

many importers due to data requirements and the 

systems required to transmit customs data. ACS will 

have the ability to complete and present these 

declarations. A Final Supplementary Declaration (FSD) 

is also required to be transmitted by the fourth working 

day following import.  

The Government has recently extended the date by 

which the first supplementary declaration has to be 

completed to 4th October 2019 to allow time for 

business to adapt to the changes. From this date, 

declarations must be completed monthly. A 

supplementary declaration for a shipment arriving in 

say May would not need to be submitted until the 

fourth working day in October.    

Clients who apply for TSP are strongly advised to adapt 

to the new arrangements as soon as they can to avoid 

the inevitable rush to declare goods in September and 

early October, a period when the industry is particularly 

busy in the run up to Christmas.   

The only requirement stipulated by HMRC at the 

border, is that drivers should have the EORI number to 

hand of all the TSP traders who have goods on board 

their vehicle. It is not certain how this will be policed. 

TSP is expected to be available to the trade until at 

least 29th March 2020. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-and-export-customs-comprehensive-guarantees-ccgs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-and-export-customs-comprehensive-guarantees-ccgs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-controlled-goods-for-transitional-simplified-procedures
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Initially, traders with Customs Freight Simplified 

Procedures (CFSP) authorisations could not apply for 

TSP; however, HMRC has now relaxed this 

requirement. 

Clients are strongly recommended to make an 

application for TSP given that this simplification 

provides far more time to undertake customs 

declarations and potentially minimises delays to the 

supply chain.   

The Government has recently extended the use of TSP 

for goods moving by all forms of transport to include 

air freight and short sea container operations.  

It remains to be seen how these new arrangements will 

be accepted by the likes of the World Trade 

Organisation given that EU imports will be treated in a 

more favourable way compared with imports from non 

EU countries. 

 

“No Deal” Border 

Controls 

Goods will be able to move through the border so long 

as there is evidence as stated below, with the driver, 

that the goods are moving under one of the following 

procedures: 

 
 Normal customs clearance arrangements with a 

pre-lodged customs declaration - Customs 

entry number 
 Transitional Simplified Procedure (TSP) – 

Importers EORI number 
 New Computerised Transit System (NCTS) – 

MRN number 
 

Drivers may be challenged to provide this data and 

carriers have been asked to ensure arrangements are 

in place. This may include acknowledgement of the 

requirement in carriers’ booking conditions. We 

understand that vehicles crossing into the UK will not 

be subject to 100% checks. 

 

Customs declarations completed in the traditional way 

will need to be 'arrived' by the customs broker by 

midnight of the day following import which will 

establish the customs routing which could include a 

request for examination; in which case, the goods will 

need to be moved to a customs location for the 

examination process to take place. 

 

Clients buying DDP are encouraged to check with 

suppliers that they have arrangements in place to 

handle customs arrangements in the UK. Many hauliers 

do not have the necessary experience of customs 

arrangements, or partners in the UK who can act on 

their behalf and do not have transit guarantees. The 

experience of ACS is that may DDP suppliers have yet 

to come to terms with the customs requirements in the 

event that the UK leaves the EU with a deal.  

 

New Computerised 

Transit System (NCTS) 

EU member states are keen that transit procedures are 

used for their exports to the UK. A T2 transit will be 

used for goods consigned to the UK passing through 

another member state and clearing customs at the UK 

border and a T1 for those consigned on the transit 

document to a UK inland destination. Transit 

movements require a guarantee and the concern is that 

many hauliers do not have the necessary arrangements 

in place to issue transit documents.  
A transit document needs to be presented at every EU 

border crossing, for example, Dover, the Channel 

Tunnel and Holyhead - these account for 85% of UK 

bound transit documents. In order to avoid delays at 

the borders, carriers are encouraged to issue transit 

documents to approved inland locations. Drivers must 

hold a paper copy of the transit document. The industry 

is very concerned about the number of transit 

documents which will need to be handled at the short 

sea ports which will invariably cause delays. Larger 

importers may want to consider becoming authorised 

consignees which would allow T1s to be discharged on 

arrival at their inland locations. 

 

Postponed Accounting 

for VAT 

To elevate the requirement to pay VAT at the frontier, 

the Government plans to introduce postponed 

accounting in the event of a ‘no deal’, which will apply 

to both arrivals from the EU and third countries. This 

facility will only be available to traders with UK EORI 

numbers and will be compulsory for TSP traders, but 

optional for other UK importers. At the time of 

declaration, ACS will have the option whether to 
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postpone VAT, or pay VAT on the declaration. It seems 

that traders will need to authorise ACS to postpone 

VAT, so we will be contacting clients for authorisation 

once arrangements are confirmed. Under postponed 

accounting arrangements, importers will be able to log 

on to their Gov.UK portal and access a VAT report for 

the previous month which can be used to account for 

import VAT on their periodic VAT return. For traders not 

registered for VAT, payment will be due at the point of 

customs clearance as is the case now.  

 

Customs Regime Cutover 

For excise goods, this will be shipments arriving in the 

UK after 23.00hrs on the day the UK leaves the EU, 

unless there is clear evidence that the movement 

commenced prior to this time. 

French Customs are stating that traders should not 

commence an Excise Movement and Control System 

(EMCS) movement if it is envisaged that the goods will 

not arrive at the UK border before the above time and 

date.  

For all other shipments, the change point will be the 

time the goods commenced their journey to the UK. We 

understand that a shipment departing at 09.00hrs on 

the day of the UK leaving from say Italy arriving in the 

UK on the day after the UK leaves the EU can be 

managed under the current arrangements. 

 

Northern Ireland 

No formal import declarations are planned for goods 

moving from the Republic of Ireland to the North, 

however, some sort of declaration will be required 

away from the border to deal with VAT. The UK’s 

temporary import tariff mentioned below will not apply 

to goods crossing from the Republic of Ireland into 

Northern Ireland which seems to suggest that Northern 

Ireland will continue to use the current arrangements. 

More detailed information can be found by following 

this link. Customs arrangements in the Republic of 

Ireland for goods being shipped directly from Northern 

Ireland have yet to be confirmed. 

 

 

Exports - RoRo Traffic 

Export declarations will need to be completed prior to 

departure from the UK and will be arrived at the time of 

declaration which will establish the customs routing. 

Goods with a customs declaration will be permitted to 

leave the UK. HMRC are expecting vehicle registration 

details to be entered on customs declarations which 

could be challenging, given this information is often not 

available until just before loading. 

 

Transit and some destination import declarations will 

need to be completed prior to departure from the UK. 

For imports to be declared to French Customs, the 

expectation is that the vehicle registration details 

should be entered on the French customs declaration 

and a number plate recognition system will recognise 

whether the goods on board a vehicle have been 

declared to Customs.   

 

Shipments which are due to clear at the arrival ports 

will not require transit documents, but shipments 

clearing inland will require a T1. This will involve a 

guarantee which will need to consider the potential EU 

duty due on the goods. 

 

Safety and Security 

Messages 

The UK has postponed the requirement for these 

declarations for imports until at least the autumn. The 

export safety and security message is contained in the 

UK export customs declaration, so there is no 

additional work required.  

 

The EU import safety and security declaration will need 

completing by the carrier for goods moving to EU 

member states. 

  

Draft UK Customs Tariff 

A draft UK Tariff has been published which the 

Government has indicted that it will introduce in the 

event of a no deal exit from the EU. This would apply to 

trade with the EU and non-EU states with the exception 

of goods moving from the Republic of Ireland to 

Northern Ireland where current arrangements will 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-exit-avoiding-a-hard-border-in-northern-ireland-in-a-no-deal-scenario?utm_source=d05027b4-4ad3-4c8d-976f-299e4ab0347f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-rates-of-customs-duty-on-imports-after-eu-exit
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apply. Clients should be aware that a significant 

number of duty rates have been reduced to zero 

percent on a temporary basis which will have 

considerable implications to supply chains. 

This departure from the EU tariff regime may well have 

implications on the level of checks imposed on UK 

goods by EU member states given they may have a 

competitive advantage which could lead to border 

delays to both exports and imports. 

 

Authorised Economic 

Operator – AEO  

HMRC plan to halve the time it takes to become an 

Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) from 120 days to 

60 days. Many companies have decided to make 

applications for AEO in recent months due to possible 

benefits which could be derived for goods moving to 

and from EU member states. A number of ACS clients 

have either received AEO accreditation or well down the 

path of an application. ACS is pleased to support a 

client’s applications where we can. 

 

In addition to possible border simplifications, HMRC has 

inferred that traders with AEO will be able to enjoy a 

quicker application process for customs simplifications 

such as Customs Freight Simplification Procedures 

(CFSP), Duty Deferment Accounts and Customs 

Comprehensive Guarantees. AEO traders can also enjoy 

significant reductions in the level of guarantees 

required.  

 
 
 

HMRC plan to implement 
the following 
improvements within 2 
years to include:  
 
 

 Additional dedicated staff to process 

authorisations for traders 

 Combining authorisation processes to limit the 

need for multiple applications 

 Better guidance on gov.uk that sets out which 

authorisations are most relevant for your 

business 

 Digital validation checks to remove initial errors 
in applications 

 Streamlining processes so traders only have to 

provide data once. 
 

Further details about AEO can be found by following 
this link to Customs Notice 117.  
 

CITIES 

One of the consequences of Brexit will be that 

importers will need to be mindful of the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 

which covers the movement of endangered animals or 

plants, or their products. It is essential that drivers 

physically present an endorsed CITES export permit, a 

UK CITES import permit, a packing list / invoice for the 

goods to the Border Force and have a CHIEF entry 

number available. 

Goods can only transit designated ports and Dover, the 

Channel Tunnel and Holyhead are not designate ports.  

 

Further Information 

A lot of information is being posted on the 

GOV.uk  website.  In particular we would draw your 

attention to: 

 

The Partnership pack 

HMRC have published new guides on GOV.uk: 

 General Information  

 Customs Procedures 

 Moving goods to and from the UK 

 Registering for simplified import procedures 

 VAT IT Systems rules and processes 

Businesses can register on    

 www.GOV.uk/hmrc/business-support to   

Receive updates as they occur.  

The Government Brexit site 

In addition, The European Union has published    

some useful information which can be found here. 
 

 

If you have any further questions, please get in touch 

with your usual ACS contact. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-117-authorised-economic-operator/notice-117-authorised-economic-operator#application-for-aeo-status
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-species-through-uk-ports-and-airports-after-brexit
http://gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnership-pack-preparing-for-a-no-deal-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnership-pack-preparing-for-a-no-deal-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnership-pack-preparing-for-a-no-deal-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnership-pack-preparing-for-a-no-deal-eu-exit
http://gov.uk/
https://euexitbusiness.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-simplified-import-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-simplified-import-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-simplified-import-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-it-system-rules-and-processes-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-it-system-rules-and-processes-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-it-system-rules-and-processes-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
http://www.gov.uk/hmrc/business-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/brexit
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit_en


 

allportcargoservices.com 

ISSUE 07 

 


