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Electoral review
June 2013

Summary

Who we are:
The Local Government
Boundary Commission for
England is an independent
body which conducts
electoral reviews of local
authority areas.
Electoral reviews:
The purpose of an electoral
review is to decide on the
appropriate electoral
arrangements – the number
of councillors, the names,
number and boundaries of
wards – for a local authority.
Why Shepway?
We are conducting an
electoral review of Shepway
District Council to deliver
improved levels of electoral
equality for local voters so
that each councillor
represents roughly the same
number of electors.

Draft recommendations on the
new electoral arrangements for
Shepway District Council
Council size

Electoral arrangements

After considering the evidence
presented to us by the council
and others during consultation,
the Commission is minded to
recommend that 30 councillors
should be elected to the council in
future.

The Commission believes its draft
recommendations meet its
obligations - which are set out in
law - to:

Shepway District Council
currently has a council size of 46
councillors.

We believe that a council size of
30 councillors would ensure that
the council can discharge its roles
and responsibilities effectively
and will provide for a pattern of
wards that reflects community
identities across Shepway district.

Our draft recommendations
propose that Shepway’s 30
councillors should represent one
single-member, seven twomember and five three-member
wards across the district.

■ Deliver electoral equality for
voters.
■ Reflect local community
interests and identities.

■ Promote effective and
convenient local government.

The Commission welcomes
proposals for alternative
boundaries that better reflect the
three criteria above.

To view the proposals in detail, visit: consultation.lgbce.org.uk
You can view the full report and maps at: www.lgbce.org.uk

Stage of review

Description

29 January 2013

Consultation on warding patterns

23 October 2012
8 April 2013

18 June 2013
10 September 2013

Consultation on council size

Commission analysis of evidence and
development of draft recommendations

Publication of draft recommendations and
consultation on them
Analysis of submissions received and
formulation of final recommendations
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General analysis

The Commission received 37
submissions in its previous phase
of consultation. We considered
every piece of evidence before
drawing up the draft
recommendations.

The Commission has largely
adopted wards proposed by the
council as its draft
recommendations. However, we
have departed from their warding
scheme in Hythe and, more
significantly, in Folkestone.
Walland & Denge Marsh
The Commission recommends
adopting the council’s proposal
for a two-member Walland &
Denge Marsh ward.

New Romney
The Commission’s proposal for
New Romney is to combine the
existing wards of New Romney
Coast and New Romney Town to
create a two-member New
Romney ward. We would be
interested to hear local views
about whether two single-member
wards might better meet the
Commission’s criteria in this area.
Romney Marsh
The Commission’s draft
recommendation for this part of
the district is for a two-member
Romney Marsh ward which
comprises the parishes of
Burmarsh, Dymchurch,
Newchurch and St Mary in the
Marsh.

Hythe and Rural Hythe
The Commission proposes to
adopt the council’s proposals for
a three-member Hythe ward and
a two-member Hythe Rural ward.
However, we propose that the
parish of Saltwood should form
part of Hythe ward as the
Commission was persuaded by
evidence, from the parish, that it
shared community links with the
town.

North Downs West
The Commission proposes to
adopt the council’s scheme in this
area for a two-member North

Downs West ward comprising the
parishes of Elmsted, Lyminge,
Monks Horton, Postling,
Sellindge, Stanford, Stelling
Minnis and Stowting.

North Downs East
We propose a three-member
North Downs East ward
comprising the parishes of Acrise,
Elham, Hawkinge, Newington,
Paddlesworth and Swingfield.

In the previous phase of
consultation, the Commission
received limited evidence that two
smaller wards would be more
appropriate in this area. The
Commission would be interested
to hear any alternative views for
this area.
Folkestone West
The Council proposed two wards
in the western part of Folkestone:
a three-member Cheriton &
Morehall ward and a two-member
Sandgate ward.
As part of these draft
recommendations, the
Commission proposes to adopt
the council’s three-member
Cheriton & Morehall ward.

However, the Commission
proposes to move away from the
council’s proposed boundary
between Sandgate ward and
Folkestone Central ward as
described below.

Central and East Folkestone
We consider that the area of
housing off Broadmead Road,
north of the railway line, ought to
be included in a ward with
properties to its north, rather than
included in the council’s proposed
Folkestone Central ward. We
propose that this area should be
part of a Folkestone East ward.
The Commission proposes to
combine the Council’s proposed
Foord and Folkestone East
wards, along with the area to the
north of Broadmead Road, to
form a three-member Folkestone
East ward.

However, this modification does
not provide for good levels of
electoral equality in the proposed
three-member Folkestone Central
ward. Therefore, we are
proposing two further
modifications to the council’s
Folkestone Central ward.

We are proposing that the
boundary between Sandgate
ward and Folkestone Central
ward runs along Shorncliffe Road,
before going south along the
backs of properties on Godwyn
Road. The boundary would then
continue south to join the parish
boundary at Radnor Cliff. We are
proposing that the ward’s eastern
boundary incorporates Peter
Street and Queen Street and runs
between Tontine Street and St
Michael’s Street.
We also propose a two-member
Folkestone Harbour ward which
would include Dallas-Brett
Crescent and Keyes Place.
Finally, the recommendations
propose a single-member
Folkestone Park ward.
What happens next?

There will now be a twelve-week
consultation period on the draft
recommendations. We will take
into account all submissions
received by 9 September 2013.

Please remember that if you are
submitting an alternative pattern
of wards to us, you should
consider whether your proposal
satisfies the three criteria the
Commission must use and which
are listed on the first page of this
summary.

View maps and have your say at:
consultation.lgbce.org.uk
or www.lgbce.org.uk
Email:
reviews@lgbce.org.uk

Write:
Review Officer (Shepway)
LGBCE
Layden House
76–86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG

