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BACKGROUND
This submission to the Electoral Review of the Borough of Dartford (‘the review’) has been made
from the Labour Group of Councillors on Dartford Borough Council.
The Labour Group participated in a cross party working group to help develop a council submission
into the review. The first stage of the review was to determine Council Size (the number of
councillors) and resulted in a recommendation from the LGBCE that the Council’s own proposal of
a Council Size of 42 councillors be accepted. This proposal was submitted with cross party support.
The second stage is to determine the warding arrangements for those councillors. As well as
needing to address the current electoral imbalance issues, the warding arrangements also need to
be reviewed to ensure the wards reflect current and emerging community identities.
Following discussions, it has not been possible to achieve cross party support for a single proposal.
The submission that has been made to this review on behalf of Dartford Borough Council only has
the support of the Conservative Group of Councillors. 2 of 3 political groups represented on the
council did not support the proposal. Consequently, it is our view that the Dartford Borough Council
submission should hold no more weight than any other submission from a political group or
community body.
The Labour Group submission is based on a proposal made by Dartford Borough Council officers
during cross party discussions. We felt at the time that this was a strong and credible submission
that successfully redrew the ward boundaries based on the three statutory criteria set out by the
LGBCE. It is a matter of regret that this proposal has been substantially amended by the ruling
political group with limited consultation and no agreement from other political groups.
Since the last Electoral Review for Dartford was undertaken in 2000 the electorate has grown from
65,168 to 77,884 as of 1 August 2017, with an estimated electorate of 88,995 by 2023. The Borough
has and is expected to continue to see significant growth. This has affected the make-up of the
borough in a range of different ways. It has led to the creation of stand-alone new communities like
The Bridge. In other parts of the Borough it has led to significant growth in long established
communities with which the electorate strongly identify. As a result, this becomes a real
opportunity to create a network of wards that has and promotes a strong sense of community that
supports cohesion for the Borough through this period of relative rapid expansion. We believe there
needs to be some significant ward changes – we would not expect the new boundaries to be similar
to the previous ones. All changes should be based fundamentally on the statutory criteria.
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•

To deliver electoral equality for voters – Both the Council proposal and this alternative
submission has sought to ensure that each councillor represents roughly the same number of
electors so that the value of a vote is the same regardless of where an elector lives in the
Borough.

•

To provide boundaries that reflect natural communities – The Council proposal fails to reflect
natural communities in a number of key instances in their proposal. Dartford’s communities

are not difficult to define. The communities are often bounded by physical barriers such as
major roads (of which Dartford has a number), rivers or railway lines. They are also often
defined by the period housing was built or the location of public facilities such as doctors’
surgeries, schools, churches, residents’ associations, community halls etc. Ward boundaries
are not always something that local residents instantly recognise and therefore where ever
possible it makes sense to ensure they are defined by a pre-existing sense of identity. This
criterion is more effectively met by this submission.
•

To promote effective and convenient local government – The Council proposal in at least 5
proposed wards does not ensure that wards are internally coherent. In the Council’s proposal
the proposed wards of Stone, Hesketh, Town and West Hill are clearly a merger of very distinct
communities that have been put together with no clear rationale for how this promotes
effective and convenient local government.

In total 26 wards are proposed. With these proposals, there will be an increase in the number of
electors per Borough Councillor from 1,770 at present to 2,119 in 2023.

Notes of individual ward proposals
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•

We are proposing 26 Wards.

•

Where the proposal is different from that proposed by Dartford Borough Council (DBC) we
have shown this pictorially using extracts from OS maps supplied by DBC. We acknowledge
that this does not form part of the formal council submission and should not be assumed
to represent the view of the council. However, we have no other way of demonstrating the
proposal in the time available after it became clear there would be no agreement about
the content of the DBC proposal. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss our
proposal with LGBCE.

•

For the proposed Stone Crossing and St Clements Wards we have used the drawing tool on
the LGBCE website.

•

Where our proposal does not differ significantly from the DBC submission, we have not
provided a pictorial representation and refer to the relevant ward within the DBC
submission.

Summary
Number of Councillors
per ward
One
Two
Three
Total
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Number of Wards at
Present
1
5
11
17

Number of Wards
Proposed
13
10
3
26

Individual Ward Proposals
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Proposed Ward Name: The Bridge

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,481

Variance: 117%

Rationale:
Our proposal is consistent with the Dartford Borough Council submission (ward 1). The proposed ward is an area that has been transformed from a brownfield
site into a very distinct community. There were almost no previous residential properties in this area of the Borough. The community is strongly bounded by
significant geographical barriers (by the neighbouring authority to the west, River Thames to the North, the M25 motorway to the east and to the south by Bob
Dunn Way). The majority of residents in this area would very strongly identify this area – their home - as ‘The Bridge’. We acknowledge that the number of
voters per Councillor is slightly out of variance – however, we would ask the Commission considers this acceptable in the circumstance as the creation of a larger
ward with neighbouring communities or the possible fragmentation of the communities’ representation across wards would form an entity that does not
represent residents’ awareness of the community they live in.
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Proposed Ward Name: ST CLEMENTS
W
Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: C. 2,900

Variance: 115%

Rationale:
The proposed St Clements ward is one of three which covers the existing Stone Parish Boundary. This ward consists of the current Castle ward and new St
Clements Lake housing development. This is not consistent with the council submission; therefore, a picture is shown as a guide (proposal shown in purple)
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Proposed Ward Name: STONE CROSSING

Number of Councillors: 2
WARD 1
Electorate: (Circa) 3,800

Variance: 90%

Rationale:
The proposed ward will encompass proposed housing development of the Stone Lodge developments site in addition to providing representation to the long
standing, existing community of Stone Village (an existing Parish Ward). This includes the recognisable landmark of Stone Crossing train station, which has
prompted the proposed name of this ward
The creation of this ward would correct a long-standing issue where residents in the Q Park and Bow Arrow Lane area of Stone (shown on left of the map) were
not included in the ward. These communities feel very much part of Stone and we believe it would be their wish to be included in Stone. This proposal is
different from that proposed by the council and therefore a picture is shown as a guide.

8

Proposed Ward Name: STONE CENTRAL

Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,629

WARD 1

Variance: 109%

WARD 1

Rationale:
Stone Central represents the traditional and larger part of the Stone community. It begins where Stone recognisably divides from Greenhithe at Hedge Place
Road and encompasses the central part of Stone, divided from the proposed Stone Crossing ward by the main London Road (A226). This proposal also includes
many residencies that currently form part of the existing Brent DBC ward, but form part of the Stone Parish boundary. This proposal provides greater
consistency with the Stone Parish boundary.
The community within this ward is settled, with lower instances of newer or proposed development. Therefore, it can be considered an established and
coherent community.

9

Proposed Ward Name: INGRESS

Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 3,894

Variance: 92%

WARD 1
Rationale:
This proposed ward is located on the waterfront and estuary of the Thames and has a train station (Greenhithe) and is largely consistent with the current
Greenhithe Town Council Ward. The main population area of the proposed ward is the growing Ingress Park development, from which the proposed ward
name derives. This is an established community and the proposed warding allows for future development as part of the Thames Waterfront Priority Area,
along with the London Resort theme park.
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Proposed Ward Name: KNOCKHALL

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,319

WARD 1

Variance: 109%

Rationale:
The proposed Knockhall ward provides the existing and established community of Knockhall with their own ward. This is considered appropriate as it has
a distinctly different character to that of Greenhithe and is considered a separate community area. This area is only expected to see a limited amount of
future development.
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Proposed Ward Name: SWANSCOMBE

Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,602

WARD 1

Variance: 109%

Rationale:
The proposed ward Swanscombe is its own distinct community comprising of a high street, community facilities and schools. The proposed ward is similar to
the existing Swanscombe ward but excludes the areas of the Swanscombe Peninsula (transferred to the proposed Ingress Ward) and the area covered by the
Ebbsfleet Garden City development (transferred to the proposed Ebbsfleet ward).
The proposed ward can be said to represent the traditional, established and settled Swanscombe community.
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Proposed Ward Name: EBBSFLEET
WARD 1
Number of Councillors: 3

Electorate: 6,531

Variance: 103%

Rationale:
The proposed Ebbsfleet ward reflects the development of the new Ebbsfleet Garden City. Whist still in development, the Garden City will grow into a
significant and distinct community, with its own schools, shops and community facilities. The proposed ward also encompasses the Bluewater shopping
centre (currently anomalously situated in the existing Stone ward). Bluewater is also set to be linked into the Garden City through tunnels between the two
quarries; this is set to include the FastTrack bus route services through Ebbsfleet.
As the vast majority of the development is planned, current elector numbers are comparatively low to other wards. This ward has been proposed to support
future development and population growth and Dartford Borough Council predict it will reach electoral equality by 2023. This proposal is consistent with the
Dartford Borough Council submission (Ward 6)
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Proposed Ward Name: BEAN
WARD 1
Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,168

Variance: 102%

Rationale:
The proposed borough ward is an amendment of the current ward boundary, removing the area known as Darenth Village and Lane End. The proposed
ward is covered by Bean Parish Council and the Darenth Parish Ward of Darenth Park
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Proposed Ward Name: FLEETDOWN

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,283

WARD 1

Variance: 108%

Rationale:

The proposed Fleetdown ward is made up a development which is known locally as the Fleet Estate which was built in 1950.
The estate is very characteristic and is identified as its own community which is supported by a primary school and a parade of shops. A large majority
of the estate is unparished, except a small area to the south-east which is in the current parish ward of Fleet Down.
This ward was included in the Dartford Borough Council submission until a last-minute amendment was passed by Conservative Councillors. That was,
in our view, a mistake and strongly support this traditional and distinctive community being represented by their own ward and elected representative.
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Proposed Ward Name: POWDER MILLS

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,117

Variance: 100%
WARD 1

Rationale:
The proposed Powder Mills ward covers the remaining part of the existing DBC ward of Brent
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Proposed Ward Name: NEWTOWN

Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,183

W

ARD 1

Variance: 99%

Rationale:
The proposed Newtown ward is an extension of the previous ward of Newtown which has a strong community identity. Lingfield Avenue and the roads that lead
from it have been removed and included into the proposed Stone Central Ward. This change is also in the submission from Dartford Borough Council and
suggests that they too see the Tunnel Approach Road as a distinct community boundary. The residential properties surrounding Hesketh Park have also been
incorporated into this ward to improve the electoral ratio and the community links between Park Road, Pilgrims Way and Watling Street.
We strongly disagree with the proposal made by Dartford Borough Council which incorporates this area into a larger proposed ‘Hesketh’ ward (ward 12). We
believe this would be highly unlikely to attract support from local residents. Newtown is an established community and feel it should be kept separate in warding
arrangements.
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Proposed Ward Name: TEMPLE HILL

Number of Councillors: 3

Electorate: 6,027

Variance: 95%

WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Temple Hill ward encompasses the existing and established community of Temple Hill. This proposed ward brings together a community that was
somewhat artificially divided in the previous ward arrangements of Littlebrook and Joyce Green. The proposed ward also offers a clear warding distinction
between the established part of Temple Hill and the communities that have grown in adjacent newer developments on The Bridge and Langley Square
developments.
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Proposed Ward Name: BURNHAM

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,194

Variance: 104%

W

ARD 1

Rationale:
The proposed Burnham ward covers the northern part of the existing DBC Town ward. Burnham Road runs through the ward, from which is derives its name.
The majority of the residential properties are to the west of the road. The community here is distinct from the southern part of the existing town ward.
In the submission made by Dartford Borough Council, this ward forms part of a single large, unwieldly and geographically disparate 3-member ward called
‘Town’. This would appear to be an artificial construct, taking in a number of established communities which previously had warding arrangements to reflect
those communities. The council proposal is clearly detrimental to the objectives of the review and to the established communities who live there. We feel that
this proposal is considerably more successful in recognising those established communities and ensuring those communities retained dedicated representation
on the council.
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Proposed Ward Name: BURROUGHS

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,035

Variance: 96%

WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Burroughs ward recognises the new developments that have been created adjacent to Temple Hill and the Town Centre. A new community has
been created in this area and we feel these residents would benefit from dedicated representation
In the submission made by Dartford Borough Council, this ward forms part of a single large, unwieldly and geographically disparate 3-member ward called
‘Town’. This would appear to be an artificial construct, taking in a number of established communities which previously had warding arrangements to reflect
those communities. The council proposal is clearly detrimental to the objectives of the review and to the established communities who live there. We feel that
this proposal is considerably more successful in recognising those established communities and ensuring those communities retained dedicated representation
on the council.
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Proposed Ward Name: DARTFORD CENTRAL

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 1,981

Variance: 94%

WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Dartford Central ward covers the southern part of the existing DBC Town ward. The area covered is the heart of Dartford, covering the town
centre, Central Park and the northern part of Lowfield Street. The majority of existing residential properties are to the north west of the proposed ward, however
future developments in the town centre (Lowfield Street) make this ward a viable proposition.
In the submission made by Dartford Borough Council, this ward forms part of a single large, unwieldly and geographically disparate 3-member ward called
‘Town’. This would appear to be an artificial construct, taking in a number of established communities which previously had warding arrangements to reflect
those communities. The council proposal is clearly detrimental to the objectives of the review and to the established communities who live there. We feel that
this proposal is considerably more successful in recognising those established communities and ensuring those communities retained dedicated representation
on the council.
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Proposed Ward Name: WEST HILL

Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 3,839

WARD 1

Variance: 91%

Rationale:
The proposed West Hill ward covers the northern part of the existing DBC West Hill ward. The proposal recognises that recognised the distinct areas of North
and South West Hill are homogenous communities, demographically different with distinct characters and have a clearly identifiable boundary in Dartford
Road/West Hill.
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Proposed Ward Name: SHEPHERDS

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,057

WARD 1

Variance: 97%

Rationale:
The proposed Shepherds ward covers the northern part of the existing DBC West Hill ward. The proposal recognises that recognised the distinct areas of North
and South West Hill are homogenous communities, demographically different with distinct characters and have a clearly identifiable boundary in Dartford
Road/West Hill. The Shepherds Lane main road runs through the centre of ward, from which it derives its name.
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Proposed Ward Name: HEATH
WARD 1
Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,546

Variance: 107%

Rationale:
This proposed Heath ward is a large is an unparished part of the borough with no large development planned. This proposal is consistent with that submitted
by Dartford Borough Council and is not greatly changed from the existing ward boundary. The proposal is consistent with the Dartford Borough Council
submission (ward 14)
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Proposed Ward Name: PRINCES

Number of Councillors: 2
Electorate: 4,229

Variance: 100%

WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Princes ward and is made up of two housing estates known locally as Big Tree and Little Tree. These areas share the same characteristics and
feature shops, amenities and community facilities and this area naturally fits together a single, identifiable ward.
We note that the submission made by Dartford Borough Council proposes to rename this ward ‘Brooklands’. We do not support this idea which we do not
believe would be supported by residents. Princes Road, which runs centrally through the ward has provided a clear, identifiable (and liked) identity for this
community. We argue that the local community are familiar with Princes’ name and as the bulk of the proposed ward will still be located on either side of Princes
Road, it is preferable that new ward should retain the current name.
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Proposed Ward Name: JOYDENS WOOD
WARD 1
Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,219

Variance: 100%

Rationale:
This proposed Joydens Wood ward is consistent with that submitted by Dartford Borough Council and is not greatly changed from the existing ward boundary.
This is consistent with the Dartford Borough Council submission (ward 16)
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Proposed Ward Name: MAYPOLE

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,057

Variance: 97%
WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Maypole Ward consists of two residential areas, Leyton Cross and Maypole.
These areas have established community facilities and the ward is proposed to recognise these communities and provided dedicated representation on
the council.
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Proposed Ward Name: WILMINGTON AND
HAWLEY
WARD
1
Number of Councillors: 2

Electorate: 4,102

Variance: 97%

Rationale:
The proposed Wilmington and Hawley ward is made up with the villages of Wilmington and Hawley. The proposed ward moves the area of Hawley and
connects it to Wilmington rather than the previous Sutton-at-Hone ward. This is viewed to be a stronger community link for the residents of Hawley than the
existing arrangements. This is consistent with the Dartford Borough Council submission (ward 18)
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WARD
1 Ward Name: SUTTON AT HONE
Proposed

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,195

Variance: 104%

Rationale:
The proposed Sutton at Hone ward retains the existing Sutton at Hone community; however, the neighbouring Hawley community has been transferred to
the proposed Wilmington and Hawley ward. The established community of Sutton at Hone would be represented by a single, dedicated councillor. This
consistent with the Dartford Borough Council submission (ward 19).
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Proposed Ward Name: DARENTH

Number of Councillors: 1

Electorate: 2,102

Variance: 99%
WARD 1
Rationale:
The proposed Darenth ward consists of the south-eastern part of the previous Bean and Darenth DBC ward. Darenth is a distinct community with little in
common with Bean. The creation of a dedicated, single member ward is being proposed in recognition of this. The majority of residential population in the
ward made up of a housing development built in the 1950s which is supported by a small commercial centre.
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WARD
1 Ward Name: LONGFIELD, NEW BARN
Proposed
AND SOUTHFLEET

Number of Councillors: 3

Electorate: 5,796

Variance: 91%

Rationale:
This proposal consists of a large 3 member ward with no large development planned. This proposal is consistent with that submitted by Dartford Borough
Council and is not greatly changed from the existing ward boundary and is consistent with the Dartford Borough Council submission (ward 21)
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Appendix 1
Electoral Data
The table below shows the estimated electorate based on existing wards:

No. of councillors
Overall electorate
Average electorate per councillor

Ward
Bean & Darenth
Brent
Castle
Greenhithe
Heath
Joyce Green
Joydens Wood
Littlebrook
Longfield, New Barn & Southfleet
Newtown
Princes
Stone
Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley
Swanscombe
Town
West Hill
Wilmington
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2017
44
77,884
1,770

2023
42
88,995
2,119

No. of Cllrs

Electorate
2017
4297
5144
2118
5581
5001
4908
5597
3634
5600
5612
4593
5201
3278
5291
3528
5230
3271

3
3
1
3
3
2
3
2
3
3
3
3
2
3
2
3
2

Electorate 2023
4471
5359
2339
10372
5027
6023
5723
3723
5617
5622
4733
6212
3269
6845
5096
5230
3334

