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Boundary commission submission:
Purpose:
Bainton and Ashton parish council submit this document in support of our belief that the Barnack
ward should remain as it is currently organised, as a single councillor ward with the same
boundaries as at present comprising the Parishes of Helpstone, Bainton and Ashton, Barnack,
Ufford, Wothorpe and Southorpe.
1. Representation (approx 2700)
The ward has a considerable historical record being formed in 1894 as Barnack Rural District.
The villages comprising the Barnack ward amount to 2876 residents (2011 census) of which 30%
are aged over 60 years old. The ward has been represented for several years by Councillor David
Over who has a strong interest in rural matters in the area.
1.1 Councillor Over is very active in managing the ward and holds 6 meeting per year for ward
representatives where Ward matters are democratically resolved. He attends parish council meetings
regularly and is closely involved in the life and activities of the area.
1.2 Although large in area - 4514 Ha the population density is low - 0.6 people/Ha (pop - 2876)
Compared with other wards such as Werrington North for example where the area is 332 Ha and the
population density 23.3 people/Ha (pop -7719).
This give the Barnack ward a very rural aspect where the majority of land in the ward is of an
agricultural nature.
1.3 The ward does of course include the Historic site of Burghley House associated with the area
since 1555 and closely bound through property and land ownership to many areas in the ward.
2.1. Community interest and identity with defined identifiable boundaries
Barnack ward is a rural ward with a long standing identity as a combined ward, (1894), The ward is
well situated with 2 local Primary schools - Helpstone and Barnack - The villages have similar
characteristics being in the main stone built older farming properties or larger manorial houses,
Burghley house, Bainton House, Ufford hall, Kingsley House Barnack - home of Charles Kingsley.
2.1.1 The parishes that make up the Barnack ward are relatively unique in the Peterborough area.
They are substantially stone built rural villages and isolated communities that have their
foundations in the doomsday book era. They represent an area of English village life that has almost
disappeared due to urbanisation. These village are however relatively isolated at the edge of the
county boundary, surrounded by agricultural land which has in many cases been in the same family
hands for generations.
2.1.2 This should not lead to the idea that the ward is static in its views or in its desire to maintain
that rural identity. There is a considerable focus on the natural landscape and the environment
where, with the support of Peterborough council, much work has been undertaken with local land
owners to maintain and restore the local landscape and to provide a better environment for wildlife.
2.1.3 There are a number of historic sites and sites of scientific interest within the ward, Burghley
house, the Hills and hollows, a national nature reserve once a quarry from which much of the stone
to build Ely and Peterborough cathedrals was taken, all of which are regular subjects at the ward
meetings.

The ward has several 10th and 11th century churches all in good repair and in use.
2.2 Identifiable boundaries
2.2.1 Barnack ward covers a substantial physical area. It is naturally bounded by the A1 and the
Lincolnshire county boundary to the west and North and by the mainline railway line which runs
east of Helpstone and North of the ward area. The A47 main road gives a natural boundary to the
South.
2.2.2 Being in an outcrop of the Cambridgeshire county and closer to the Stamford urban area than
to the Peterborough urban area. Barnack ward is on the boundary of Northamptonshire,
Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire.
3. Effective local government.
The Barnack ward represents a rural area where the “Ward” identity is very strong. Whereas other
ward areas may be simply convenient administration boundaries the Barnack ward has recognised
that the smaller stone built rural parishes which comprise it need to stand together to have a larger
voice in local government. To this end the Barnack ward has for many years met regularly (every 2
months) with their ward councillor to discuss ward matters and to democratically divide any monies
which may be allocated for ward use.
3.1 Within the ward local matters are dealt with by local Parish councillors. Residents are aware of
their councillors and can contact then directly or attend the regular council meetings. Any matters
arising can be dealt with locally or through parish council contact with the PCC. Where matters are
of a wider ward nature the parish council representative can bring these up at the ward meeting with
the other parishes and the ward Councillor.
3.2 The Barnack Ward is a very real entity to the Parishes and the Parishioners of the ward and they
use that structure in a very democratic and effective manner.
4. Transport links
4.1 Transport links within the ward are good although the roads are rural in nature. As a result of a
recent local pole we can see that the larger majority of the ward population routinely use Stamford
as a destination for shopping and Deeping or Stamford for Health care. Major health issues where
hospitalisation is required is generally handled by Peterborough hospitals.
4.2 Rail transport in the area is generally located in either Stamford or Peterborough. The bus
services through the villages in the ward link to Both Peterborough and Stamford although if there
were a requirement to link to the south of Peterborough or to the North of Peterborough this would
require a change of bus in Peterborough city centre, whereas the main villages in the Barnack ward
are on the same bus route.
4.3 Primary school facilities are available within the ward area and is of good quality and is well
utilised but for secondary and tertiary education students in general use schools outside the ward
area. There are a number of options available both in the private and public education sectors in
both Stamford and adjoining towns or areas.
4.4 The area is served by good road communication between the parishes and the local towns. A
good footpath exists through Bainton and Barnack which has recently been extended through to

allow foot passage al the way to Stamford (4 miles) this footpath/cycle way is well used.
4.5 Community groups
A variety of community groups operate throughout the ward with the church being particularly
evident. The Local Vicar looks after several parish churches within the ward area including
Barnack, Bainton, Ufford, Helpstone and Wittering. There is a strong and increasing core of church
attendance throughout the ward.
4.6 Facilities
Local shopping is in general done in the shops and supermarkets of Stamford for which there is
good road communications and also a good hourly bus service.
Some of the once many local pubs still survive and offer a very good food, drink and entertainment
service for their customers. They are well attended. where there is a lack of public house for a
community some have like Bainton and Ashton set up an informal monthly pub night in the village
hall. these are well attended by the local residents.
Local entertainment is frequently provided in all the village halls with events ranging from Music
evenings to talks on current technical and scientific subjects. These events are always well attended.
There is a scheme in hand to start-up a village cinema whereby the ward residents can enjoy up to
date films in the comfort of their own village hall.
Although there is also an hourly bus service to Peterborough this is mainly used by residents who
work or are educated in the Peterborough area.
5. Shared interest
5.1 Through the ward meetings the parishes have developed a strong interest in the environment, in
the maintenance of the characteristic of the local area and in maintaining the social cohesion that
living in a small village is all about. Where local facilities have been lost to economic pressures the
parishes are in many instances replacing them with adhoc alternatives or with volunteer led
initiatives.
5.2 As a ward we have successfully fought for a ban on large lorries using the local roads as a
through way from Peterborough to Stamford and the A1, we have campaigned for wildlife corridors
through the ward area, an ongoing project in all parishes and for the establishment of a footpath
through to Stamford, an undertaking that is now complete and was done with the support of
Burghley estate.
5.3 In general we find that events that impact on one parish affect the others in the ward whereas
this may not be so true with events affecting parishes in the surrounding wards.
As small communities without the impact of a large population centre we know we have to stand
together to make our voice heard in local government. In this area we have little in common with
the larger more urbanised areas who have very much their own interests at heart and in general the
“population weight” to make an impact.
5.4 Barnack ward is in many ways a relatively self contained and self managing group who work
together for the betterment of their local area. We hope that we can maintain the characteristics of

the area for the the benefit of the local residents and for those people who come to the area for
leisure activities and to enjoy the rural area.
5.5 We request, most earnestly, that the Boundary Commission agree with our unique identity and
efficient use of local government and will maintain the ward as it currently exists. We believe that
this will be to the benefit of the local community and is a effective way to manage a large segment
of the Peterborough district.
Further information can be obtained by contacting our Parish Clark at:
Parish Office:
Robin Morrison
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Boundary commission submission:
Purpose:
Bainton and Ashton parish council submit this document in support of our belief that the Barnack
ward should remain as it is currently organised, as a single councillor ward with the same
boundaries as at present comprising the Parishes of Helpstone, Bainton and Ashton, Barnack,
Ufford, Wothorpe and Southorpe.
1. Representation (approx 2700)
The ward has a considerable historical record being formed in 1894 as Barnack Rural District.
The villages comprising the Barnack ward amount to 2876 residents (2011 census) of which 30%
are aged over 60 years old. The ward has been represented for several years by Councillor David
Over who has a strong interest in rural matters in the area.
1.1 Councillor Over is very active in managing the ward and holds 6 meeting per year for ward
representatives where Ward matters are democratically resolved. He attends parish council meetings
regularly and is closely involved in the life and activities of the area.
1.2 Although large in area - 4514 Ha the population density is low - 0.6 people/Ha (pop - 2876)
Compared with other wards such as Werrington North for example where the area is 332 Ha and the
population density 23.3 people/Ha (pop -7719).
This give the Barnack ward a very rural aspect where the majority of land in the ward is of an
agricultural nature.
1.3 The ward does of course include the Historic site of Burghley House associated with the area
since 1555 and closely bound through property and land ownership to many areas in the ward.
2.1. Community interest and identity with defined identifiable boundaries
Barnack ward is a rural ward with a long standing identity as a combined ward, (1894), The ward is
well situated with 2 local Primary schools - Helpstone and Barnack - The villages have similar
characteristics being in the main stone built older farming properties or larger manorial houses,
Burghley house, Bainton House, Ufford hall, Kingsley House Barnack - home of Charles Kingsley.
2.1.1 The parishes that make up the Barnack ward are relatively unique in the Peterborough area.
They are substantially stone built rural villages and isolated communities that have their
foundations in the doomsday book era. They represent an area of English village life that has almost
disappeared due to urbanisation. These village are however relatively isolated at the edge of the
county boundary, surrounded by agricultural land which has in many cases been in the same family
hands for generations.
2.1.2 This should not lead to the idea that the ward is static in its views or in its desire to maintain
that rural identity. There is a considerable focus on the natural landscape and the environment
where, with the support of Peterborough council, much work has been undertaken with local land
owners to maintain and restore the local landscape and to provide a better environment for wildlife.
2.1.3 There are a number of historic sites and sites of scientific interest within the ward, Burghley
house, the Hills and hollows, a national nature reserve once a quarry from which much of the stone
to build Ely and Peterborough cathedrals was taken, all of which are regular subjects at the ward
meetings.

The ward has several 10th and 11th century churches all in good repair and in use.
2.2 Identifiable boundaries
2.2.1 Barnack ward covers a substantial physical area. It is naturally bounded by the A1 and the
Lincolnshire county boundary to the west and North and by the mainline railway line which runs
east of Helpstone and North of the ward area. The A47 main road gives a natural boundary to the
South.
2.2.2 Being in an outcrop of the Cambridgeshire county and closer to the Stamford urban area than
to the Peterborough urban area. Barnack ward is on the boundary of Northamptonshire,
Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire.
3. Effective local government.
The Barnack ward represents a rural area where the “Ward” identity is very strong. Whereas other
ward areas may be simply convenient administration boundaries the Barnack ward has recognised
that the smaller stone built rural parishes which comprise it need to stand together to have a larger
voice in local government. To this end the Barnack ward has for many years met regularly (every 2
months) with their ward councillor to discuss ward matters and to democratically divide any monies
which may be allocated for ward use.
3.1 Within the ward local matters are dealt with by local Parish councillors. Residents are aware of
their councillors and can contact then directly or attend the regular council meetings. Any matters
arising can be dealt with locally or through parish council contact with the PCC. Where matters are
of a wider ward nature the parish council representative can bring these up at the ward meeting with
the other parishes and the ward Councillor.
3.2 The Barnack Ward is a very real entity to the Parishes and the Parishioners of the ward and they
use that structure in a very democratic and effective manner.
4. Transport links
4.1 Transport links within the ward are good although the roads are rural in nature. As a result of a
recent local pole we can see that the larger majority of the ward population routinely use Stamford
as a destination for shopping and Deeping or Stamford for Health care. Major health issues where
hospitalisation is required is generally handled by Peterborough hospitals.
4.2 Rail transport in the area is generally located in either Stamford or Peterborough. The bus
services through the villages in the ward link to Both Peterborough and Stamford although if there
were a requirement to link to the south of Peterborough or to the North of Peterborough this would
require a change of bus in Peterborough city centre, whereas the main villages in the Barnack ward
are on the same bus route.
4.3 Primary school facilities are available within the ward area and is of good quality and is well
utilised but for secondary and tertiary education students in general use schools outside the ward
area. There are a number of options available both in the private and public education sectors in
both Stamford and adjoining towns or areas.
4.4 The area is served by good road communication between the parishes and the local towns. A
good footpath exists through Bainton and Barnack which has recently been extended through to

allow foot passage al the way to Stamford (4 miles) this footpath/cycle way is well used.
4.5 Community groups
A variety of community groups operate throughout the ward with the church being particularly
evident. The Local Vicar looks after several parish churches within the ward area including
Barnack, Bainton, Ufford, Helpstone and Wittering. There is a strong and increasing core of church
attendance throughout the ward.
4.6 Facilities
Local shopping is in general done in the shops and supermarkets of Stamford for which there is
good road communications and also a good hourly bus service.
Some of the once many local pubs still survive and offer a very good food, drink and entertainment
service for their customers. They are well attended. where there is a lack of public house for a
community some have like Bainton and Ashton set up an informal monthly pub night in the village
hall. these are well attended by the local residents.
Local entertainment is frequently provided in all the village halls with events ranging from Music
evenings to talks on current technical and scientific subjects. These events are always well attended.
There is a scheme in hand to start-up a village cinema whereby the ward residents can enjoy up to
date films in the comfort of their own village hall.
Although there is also an hourly bus service to Peterborough this is mainly used by residents who
work or are educated in the Peterborough area.
5. Shared interest
5.1 Through the ward meetings the parishes have developed a strong interest in the environment, in
the maintenance of the characteristic of the local area and in maintaining the social cohesion that
living in a small village is all about. Where local facilities have been lost to economic pressures the
parishes are in many instances replacing them with adhoc alternatives or with volunteer led
initiatives.
5.2 As a ward we have successfully fought for a ban on large lorries using the local roads as a
through way from Peterborough to Stamford and the A1, we have campaigned for wildlife corridors
through the ward area, an ongoing project in all parishes and for the establishment of a footpath
through to Stamford, an undertaking that is now complete and was done with the support of
Burghley estate.
5.3 In general we find that events that impact on one parish affect the others in the ward whereas
this may not be so true with events affecting parishes in the surrounding wards.
As small communities without the impact of a large population centre we know we have to stand
together to make our voice heard in local government. In this area we have little in common with
the larger more urbanised areas who have very much their own interests at heart and in general the
“population weight” to make an impact.
5.4 Barnack ward is in many ways a relatively self contained and self managing group who work
together for the betterment of their local area. We hope that we can maintain the characteristics of

the area for the the benefit of the local residents and for those people who come to the area for
leisure activities and to enjoy the rural area.
5.5 We request, most earnestly, that the Boundary Commission agree with our unique identity and
efficient use of local government and will maintain the ward as it currently exists. We believe that
this will be to the benefit of the local community and is a effective way to manage a large segment
of the Peterborough district.
Further information can be obtained by contacting our Parish Clark at:
Parish Office:
Robin Morrison
Stonycroft,
Millstone Lane,
Barnack,
PE9 3ET
Telephone: 07944 054546
Email: bainton.ashton.clerk@live.co.uk
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Barnack Parish Council submission attached. 14.1.14
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND
REVIEW OF PETERBOROUGH
BARNACK WARD
BARNACK PARISH COUNCIL SUBMISSION

Introduction
This submission relates to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England review
of Peterborough. This review is due to the imbalances in elector ratios that have arisen.
The proposal is to increase Peterborough’s number of council members from 57 to 60 based
on a three-member Ward model.
Proposals for the existing Barnack Ward are either to increase the size of the Ward by
creating a three-councillor Ward by extending it to include Wansford, Glinton and
Northborough or Glinton and Wansford, or to retain the existing Ward boundaries with one
councillor
Barnack Parish Council wishes to retain the existing boundaries and Ward make-up for the
following reasons.
History - Barnack Ward Group
In 2006, the Barnack Ward Group was created to reflect the specific identity of the Ward and
as a means of directing the City Council’s Community Leadership Fund to best effect across
the Parishes in the Ward.
This grouping also reflected the long history of inter-Parish cooperation in the locality,
originally based on the Barnack Rural District, created in 1894.
The Barnack Ward Group continues to function effectively with regular meetings, chaired by
the Ward City Council Member, and addresses common themes across the constituent
Parishes; traffic, environmental issues and other areas where cooperation between the
neighbouring Parishes is productive.
The Ward City Councillor has effectively represented the Ward and is able to provide a wellinformed, strong and efficient service.
Looking to the future and to develop an even stronger and more cohesive approach, the
Ward is working on a joint Barnack Ward Group Neighbourhood Plan.
Geographic Identity
The current make-up of the Ward is based primarily on its geography with boundaries clearly
formed by the A1 to the west, East Coast main line to the east, and A47 trunk road to the
south. The River Welland forms the northern boundary, which is also the county border.
Only Wothorpe Parish lies outside these boundaries, but has longstanding links and has

always been part of Barnack RDC and Ward. The Barnack Ward therefore forms a
cohesive, contiguous area.
Environment
The Parishes are villages of similar character, originally based on agriculture, and
predominantly built in stone, linked by a common sense of identity. The landscape is
overwhelmingly rural with long-established woods and fields. They have little similarity to
other villages in the alternative proposals which are more sizeable commuter settlements
linked more strongly to the City of Peterborough.
A network of footpaths (recently extended to reach Stamford) links the Parishes and this is
promoted actively by the Ward. Similarly, wildlife corridors have been created based on
verge and hedge surveys, trees have been widely planted throughout the Ward and many
other Ward-based environmental improvements have been implemented.
Local links
Residents in this Ward tend to look to Stamford for many of their local services such as
shopping, entertainment and GP facilities. Indeed, residents are not able to register with
Peterborough’s GP practices. The Barnack benefice covers most of the villages in the
Ward, providing a further strong local link.
Some facilities are available within the villages themselves; pubs, churches, two small
independent shops and notably, some good primary and pre-schools. For secondary
education, children travel to Peterborough for state and Stamford for private education.
Transport Links
The villages are linked by country roads which are increasingly heavily used by through
traffic. A current Ward initiative is to provide traffic calming measures and the Ward has
previously been successfully in getting a lorry ban implemented.
Limited bus services link the villages and Peterborough and Stamford.
Local Identity
There is a widespread local identity based on the predominantly rural heritage of the villages
that has developed over several hundred years. It sets the area apart from other villages
with different backgrounds and which are geographically closer to Peterborough.
The villages in the Ward have a similar view of their issues and needs such as transport
services, traffic management, safety, schools and village facilities, such as village halls,
sports provision etc.
Peterborough City Council is a predominantly urban body and can sometimes make
decisions on that basis which are not in accord with the Barnack Ward’s predominantly rural
identity. By having a one Member representation, specific concerns and points of view can
be expressed without the dilution that would inevitably occur if the Ward were to be
enlarged.

This identity would be better served and preserved by the continuation of a one Member
Ward.
Ward Size and Representation
The current Barnack Ward has some 2000 electors and one Council Member. By 2016 this
figure will have risen to approx. 2500 electors and the Ward would therefore still sit within the
population variance level for a one member Ward. Votes would have the same weight as in
the rest of Peterborough. The specific and identifiably different character of the Ward would
be better served by one Council Member who is active in the Ward and who therefore
understands the specific issues, both current and future.
Conclusion
The current Barnack Ward has a strong and well-established identity created through,
geography, history and unity of outlook.
The villages in the Ward already have a highly developed and effective collaborative
relationship.
There is little commonality with the villages that would be merged into the Ward under the
alternative proposal.
A single Member Ward provides the best democratic representation and the proposed
alternative would reduce this.
The retention of a single Councillor Ward for the Barnack Ward meets the LGBCE criteria of
votes per Member.
Barnack Parish Council wishes to retain the existing boundaries as a single Member Ward.

Barnack Parish Council
January 2014

Morrison, William
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fuller, Heather
24 March 2014 11:39
Morrison, William
FW: Electoral Review of Peterborough

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

From: CHAIRMAN EYE PARISH COUNCIL [mailto:eyeparishcouncil@btinternet.com]
Sent: 21 March 2014 11:26
To: Reviews@
Subject: Electoral Review of Peterborough

Dear Sirs
Eye Parish Council believe the parish is growing and would now benefit from its own two
Ward Councillors, not shared as they are at present with Thorney village..
Eye Green Ward should be incorporated with the Eye Ward. This is currently
two parishes with different Ward Councillors but is is only divided by by the A47 trunk road
bypass. Uniting the two would be beneficial - both share all the same facilities and seen by
most as one village
Sincerely
Brenda Stanojevic
Clerk to Eye Parish Council
The Leeds Hall
High Street
Eye
Peterborough
PE6 7UP
Telephone 01733 22037
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BARNACK WARD GROUP OF PARISHES’ SUBMISSION TO
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND’S REVIEW OF PETERBOROUGH :
PROPOSALS FOR BARNACK WARD
Background :
This submission is a response to the proposals for Barnack Ward which have been put
forward as part of the LGBCE’s review of electoral boundaries in Peterborough resulting
from the identification of a number of imbalances in the councillor : elector ratios in the
current system. In July 2013 the City Council agreed a submission to the Commission which
proposed to increase the number of Council members from 57 to 60. The current Barnack
Ward would be expanded from the current 6 parishes to include either Glinton and
Northborough in the east and Wansford to the south or Glinton and Wansford. It would also
be allocated two more councillors. We wish to argue for retaining the status quo in terms of
both composition and representation.
History and Identity:
The Ward’s origins go back to 1894 when Barnack Rural District Council was formed and
administered the area until it was subsumed into the new Peterborough City Council in 1974
following the implementation of the Local Government Act of 1972. At that point the former
RDC became Barnack Ward, comprising the Parishes of Bainton with Ashton, Barnack with
Pilsgate, Helpston, Southorpe, Ufford and Wothorpe. In other words, six parishes and eight
villages. At the time of the 2011 Census the combined population was 2876 which, spread
over 4514 hectares, gives a very low density of 0.6 persons/hectare. So it is a distinctive rural
area consisting of largely stone villages set in a landscape of fields and quite extensive
woods. The landscape was shaped by the Enclosure Acts of the 18th and 19th centuries and
certain estates still remain major landowners. It also contains a National Nature Reserve and
several Sites of Special Scientific Interest, as well as Burghley House.
This shared landscape has inculcated a sense of common identity amongst the villages and
residents. This is reinforced by the fact that the Ward has quite marked physical boundaries
set out by transport arteries. To the east there are the East Coast Main Line and the A15. To
the south is the A47. To the west is the A1. To the north is the River Welland and the
Peterborough-Birmingham railway line. The exception is Wothorpe village/parish which lies
just west of the A1 but has strong historic links, including membership of the old Barnack
RDC. These barriers also separate the Ward’s small settlements from much larger ones,
especially those to the east in the A15 corridor which have grown rapidly in the last few
decades to accommodate residential demand from people working in Peterborough. This
sense of togetherness has more recently been reinforced by the creation of a new Anglican
benefice which has a not dissimilar footprint.
Transport and Services :
The Ward has a road network which links the villages on both north-south and east-west
axes. Services are limited with 2 villages having a shop/post office and three having a public
house. Employment flows are largely towards Peterborough and shopping flows to both
Peterborough and Stamford. GP services are provided in Stamford, most hospital services in
Peterborough. Primary/junior school education is available in two villages, all secondary
education is outside.

Ward Activity :
As noted above, the Ward has a history of working together and in 2006 the Barnack Ward
Group was created to reflect the Ward’s identity and to provide a co-ordinating mechanism to
allocate the monies from the Community Leadership Fund. The Group continues to meet
every two months or so under the chairmanship of the Ward member. It has developed
particular policy themes and programmes relating to traffic and road safety - lorry bans,
speed signs, speed monitoring - and the environment - wildlife corridors, new footpaths,
hedge planting - and has developed co-ordinated responses to major initiatives such as the
government’s Rural Broadband Initiative. It is also in the throes of producing a joint Barnack
Ward Group Neighbourhood Plan to reinforce this cohesive approach. Our Ward Councillor
attends all Parish Council meetings and, by so doing, develops a very good understanding of
local issues in order to represent them effectively in the City Council.
The Future :
The above outline has attempted to show that the existing Barnack Ward is both physically
and socially cohesive with a distinct and long-standing identity and history of co-operation. It
is against this picture that the proposals put forward for possible enlargement have to be
judged. Our strongly-held view is that for reasons set out above, it is neither socially nor
administratively desirable to add either Glinton/Northborough (in the A15 corridor) or
Wansford (south of the A47) to the existing Barnack Ward. The only logical move is to retain
a one-member Barnack Ward. Importantly, with a projected figure of 2570 voters in 2019 it
will meet the LGBCE’s criterion of equality of voters/member.
In conclusion :


Barnack Ward has a long-established identity



It is geographically defined by surrounding transport corridors



As a consequence it has no real links to settlements beyond these boundaries



The villages in the Ward are similar to each other but very different to those outside



There is considerable social interaction within the Ward



The Ward has a tradition of partnership, co-operation and joint action



A move to a 3-member Ward would subvert all of the above to the detriment of our
representation within the City Council



Maintaining Barnack Ward as it is would be based on good governance principles,
including the LGBCE’s key criterion of equality of voters per member.

KML/March 2014
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City of Peterborough
Personal Details:
Name:

Angela Hankins

E-mail:

peakirkparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Postcode:
Organisation Name: Peakirk Parish Council

Comment text:
Peakirk Parish Council wishes to comment as follows:-1, The rural population density is much
lower than the urban. This means that wards with the same population will cover a much larger
area in the rural area. 2. Three member rural wards would have to cover very large areas,
bringing together disparate parishes who do not have a shared identity. 3. The rural wards only
have seven councillors representing them at the moment. Three member wards could mean only
two “super wards” in the rural area. This would mean that residents would have to travel a
long way to see their councillor. The councillors would not know their wards as well as before.
The councillors would be faced with difficult choices between the needs of different parishes. 4.
Peakirk Parish Council is happy with the current arrangement in Newborough ward. We feel we
get effective representation and support from the single councillor who is shared with
Newborough and Borough Fen parish. 5. The arguments put forward for three member wards in
the urban area do not apply to the rural area.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/3107
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Thorney Parish Council
Mr. A E Hovell
Clerk to Thorney Parish Council,
email: tpcouncil@btinternet.com
29/10/2013

Electoral Review of Peterborough City Council
The following are the views of Thorney Parish Council, who have discussed this
report fully, and support this document.
Thorney is the largest Parish within the boundaries of Peterborough City Council in
land mass, and is now classed as a “Service Centre” in planning criteria. According to
the 2011 census it has a population of 2401 and 1064 dwellings.
In 1986 Thorney had a falling population, with people leaving the Fens, and it was
classed as a limited growth village and there was one Peterborough City Councillor
representing Thorney. At the last Electoral Review of Peterborough City Council in
1996 Thorney was merged with Eye whose population was expanding rapidly. It was
classed as a growth village, and the result of this review was that two Councillors
represented both Eye and Thorney on Peterborough City Council.
Since then the population of Eye has risen greatly with all the development that has
taken place, and will continue. The 2011 census states that the population is 4340,
and there are 1883 dwellings.
I was told Officers of the Local Government Boundary Commission work on the
figures of 2300 electors plus or minus 10% per Councillor; in that case Eye could be
entitled to two Councillors just to serve Eye.
Since 1997 when Peterborough became a Unitary Authority with 57 Councillors, the
way the Authority operates has changed greatly. The Cabinet system was introduced,
and now many of the functions carried out by Officers of Peterborough City Council
have been privatised. The influence an Elected Member has over these privatised
departments is very limited; a member of the public has much the same influence as
an Elected Member, the exception being a Cabinet Member.
In your review please look at the total number of Councillors that sit on Peterborough
City Council. Although Peterborough is going to get larger in population, the total
number of Elected Councillors needs to be reduced to reflect their reduced role in
running the City Council.
Eye as a “village” wants redefining, although it has grown in size it abuts the urban
areas of Peterborough, and will soon become an urban area of Peterborough itself.
The problems that Eye encounters are of a different nature to those of rural Thorney.

Thorney is still a rural farming area on a massive scale; also it contains large mineral
deposits that an enlarged Peterborough will require. Thorney is far more isolated
from Peterborough than Eye is. One can argue that one City Councillor just to
represent Thorney is the way forward, and one that Thorney Parish Council supports.
Yours sincerely,

John Bartlett.
Chairman Thorney Parish Council.

UFFORD PARISH COUNCIL’S SUBMISSION TO THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR
ENGLAND CONCERNING ITS REVIEW OF
PETERBOROUGH : PROPOSALS FOR BARNACK WARD
Background :
On 21 May 2012 the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE)
informed Peterborough City Council (PCC) that it intended to carry out a further electoral
review of the Council due to a number of imbalances in the councillor : elector ratios. On 10
July 2013 PCC’s Full Council agreed a submission to the LGBCE which proposes to increase
the Council members from 57 to 60, with each Ward having 3 members. The current Barnack
Ward, of which Ufford Parish is a constituent, would be expanded from the current 6 parishes
to include EITHER Glinton and Northborough in the east and Wansford to the south OR
Glinton and Wansford. It would also gain 2 more Ward Councillors. This submission by
Ufford Parish Council argues the case for retaining the status quo in the case of Barnack
Ward with regard to both its composition and representation.
History :
Barnack Ward currently consists of the Parishes of Bainton with Ashton, Barnack with
Pilsgate, Helpston, Southorpe, Ufford and Wothorpe. All of these, bar Helpston, were
constituents of Barnack Rural District from its formation in 1894 until its absorption into
Peterborough in 1974 following on from the Local Government Act of 1972. This long
history of partnership led to the formation of a Barnack Ward Group in 2006 to administer
the allocation from the City Council’s Community Leadership Fund. This Group meets every
couple of months, under the chairmanship of the Ward Councillor, to discuss matters of
common interest, relating to issues such as the environment, transport and road safety and to
implement joint initiatives across the Ward. This partnership is reinforced by the Ward
member’s commitment to attend all individual parish council meetings, giving him an insight
into what is happening in all of the villages and what the Councils are doing to represent their
constituents.
Geography and Settlement:
The logic of Barnack Ward as it currently exists is strongly based on its geography. It lies
almost entirely east of the A1, west of the East Coast Main Line, north of the A47 and south
of the River Welland, which is the county boundary with Lincolnshire, and the PeterboroughBirmingham railway line. The exception is Wothorpe Parish which lies just west of the A1
but has strong historic links, including being a former member of Barnack Rural District.
Also, going further back in time, the villages lie on or between the Roman roads of Ermine
Street and King Street. The area has a common landscape of stone villages set amongst open
fields and numerous woods, the largest of which, Southey Wood, being a remnant of the great
Rockingham Forest. The character of the landscape was determined by the enclosures in the
early nineteenth century which were the subject of criticism by the great poet John Clare who
lived in and is buried in Helpston. So, physically, the Ward feels a sense of unity and
common identity stretching back some 200 years. There is also a common feeling of being a
set of small, formerly agricultural villages. Whereas the villages to the east of the A15 are
very much larger and have been considerably enlarged to satisfy the demands of
Peterborough commuters. To merge Barnack Ward with the likes of Glinton and
Northborough will lead to an imbalance, generating fear that concerns of import to us would
not be similarly perceived by them.
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Transport :
The villages are inter-connected with two main east-west arteries linking (a) Ufford, Barnack
and Pilsgate and (b) Pilsgate, Barnack, Bainton and Helpston. The former King Street
provides a north south link as do the roads between Bainton and Ufford and Barnack and
Southorpe. The Barnack Ward villages lie roughly equidistant between Peterborough and
Stamford and whilst most of the commuter traffic gravitates to Peterborough there remains
some movement towards Stamford.
Problems caused by through traffic have led to Ward-based initiatives to contain speeding
vehicles though signage and the acquisition and usage of speed monitoring equipment which
is used in association with the police.
Services :
Barnack and Helpston are the only villages with a shop/Post Office and most shopping trips
are made to Stamford or Peterborough, increasingly to the former with regard to food
shopping.
Residents in all villages have a General Practitioner (GP) in Stamford as for many years
Peterborough GP practices have not accepted patients from the area. As a consequence,
patients are referred to Stamford Hospital for some consultations and minor surgery but most
hospital visits are to Peterborough.
Barnack and Helpston have primary schools which absorb the children in the Ward. Those
attending private schools at this age gravitate towards Stamford and to Uffington, also over
the Lincolnshire border. Secondary age children go predominantly to either Peterborough or
Stamford with some in Helpston going to Glinton.
Barnack, Helpston and Ufford all have public houses/hotels which serve both locals and
people from outside the Ward. Residents from those villages without a pub use these three,
notably the one in Ufford.
There are Anglican churches in Bainton, Barnack, Helpston and Ufford (now closed) which
form the greater part of the Barnack Benefice, which almost replicates Barnack Ward. There
is close co-operation and interaction between the various churches. Non-Conformists are
focussed on the chapel in Barnack.
Recreation and Environment:
The common awareness of the area led the Ward to build extensively on work commenced
twenty years or so ago by Peterborough City Council and develop an extensive network of
footpaths. Waymarkers and seats have been provided across the Ward and a series of Ward
leaflets published to promote each of the separate paths. This initiative has been able to take
advantage of the restoration of John Clare’s Cottage in Helpston as a visitor attraction.
The Ward has been very active in trying to enhance the environment for both residents and
visitors. It has undertaken verge surveys and designated protected verges with the aim to
create wildlife corridors between villages. It has undertaken hedge surveys and followed up
with major programmes of tree and hedge planting across the Ward. It has provided bat
boxes, bird nesting boxes, owl boxes and bumble bee hotels in the various woods. It has
liaised with the two primary schools to set up an annual wildlife project.
2

Future Development :
Because of the Ward’s common heritage the Ward Group is co-operating to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that development is appropriate.
Representation :
In terms of the LGBCE’s criteria of equality of votes per member and a suitable figure of
2000 voters, we contend that, with 2570 voters in 2019, Barnack Ward currently stacks up as
an entity without any additions. This number enables our Ward Councillor to attend all Parish
Council meetings and to provide an excellent service. If the Ward were greatly enlarged in
terms of both area and population, as proposed, then our Councillor would be over-stretched
in attempting to attend all meetings across the Ward. For electoral purposes all Ward
Councillors would inevitably wish to appear in all Parishes to ensure their re-election. This
would be to our detriment and undo the all the excellent work that we have undertaken in our
Ward Group.
Why should Barnack Ward remain as it is ?
In conclusion Ufford Parish Council wishes to suggest that Barnack Ward should retain its
current geography and one-member representation . The following factors support the status
quo :


The Ward has an historical identity which is still relevant today



The Ward is defined by clear physical barriers on all sides



There is considerable social interaction within the Ward



The Ward has little or no physical or social interaction with the Parishes/villages
posited as our partners in an enlarged Ward



The Barnack Ward villages have a completely different size profile and character to
the proposed partners



The Ward Group has a long history of partnership, co-operation and joint action



Switching to a 3-member model in an enlarged Ward would be to the detriment of our
representation at City level rather than its enhancement. And a one member Ward
would also be based on a representation of voters/member that would be within the
Commission’s criteria.

KML/March 2014
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