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To the Rt Hon Roy Jenkins MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department

PROPOSALS FOR THE FUTURE ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE BOROUGH OF
BLYTH VALLEY IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND

1. We, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, having carried out
our initial';eview of the electoral arrangements for the Borough of Blyth Valley
in accordance with the requirements of section 63 of, and Schedule 9. to, the
Iocal Government Act 1972, present our proposals for the future electoral

arrangements of that borough.

2+ In accordance with the procedurétdescfibed in section 60(1) and (2) of the
1972 Act, notice was given on 13 lay 19?4 that we were to undertake this review.
This was incorporated in a consultation lefter addressed to Blyth Valley Borough
Council, copies of which were circulated to the Northumberland County Council,
the Members of Parliament for the constituencies concerned and the headquarters
of the main politicel parties. Copies were also sent to the editors of the locel
newspapers circulating in the area and of the local government press. Notices
inserted in the local pfess announced the start of the review and invited

comments from members of the public and from any interested bodies.

3, The Blyth Valley Borough Council were invited to prepare a draft scheme of
representation for our consideration. VWhen doing sc, they were asked_to observe
the rules laid down in Schedule 11 to the Local Government Act 1972, and the
guidelines which we set out iﬁ our Report No 6 about the proposed size of the
council and the proposed number of councillors for each ward. .They were also

asked to take into account any views expressed to them following their consultaw

tion with leocal interests. We therefore asked that they should publish details of

their provisional proposals about a month before they submitted their draft scheme

to us, thus allowing an copportunity for local comment.

B e s P -




s - s T s mem e e & r I M1 i P T s et e sy =yl ol R U0 0 nlhiind 4 B # s o o o

ki, The Council have not passed a resolution under section 7(4)(b) of the Local
» Government Act 1972, The provisions of section 7(86) will therefore apply eand the

elections of all district.councillors will be held simultaneously.

5. On 12 September 197%, the Borough Council presented their draft scheme of
representation. We congsidered the draft scheme submitted by the Borough Council
togethér with the alﬁernative schemes subnitted by a political party and a ’
political Association.‘ We concluded that none of the schemes submiéted offered a
satisfactory basis of represectation for the horough. The main defects in the
draf£ séhemé vere: |

a, insufficient regard had beeon paid to the'requirements of

.paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 19 to the Local Government Act 1972
tﬁathﬁ;lowance shoﬁld be made for any change in the number or
dist}ibution of electois in the borough duriag the next five

years;

b, the standard of representation fell shori of the requirement
. if paragraph 3(2)(a) of Schedule 11 to the Local Government Act

1972, that the ratio of the number of local government electors

to the number of councillors to be elected should be, as nearly

as may be, the same in every ward of the borough;

c. insufficient regard had bveen paid to paragraph 3{(3){(a) of
Schedule 11 which refers to the desirability of fixing boundaries

which are and will remain easily identifiablé,

6. Ve decided to invite the Borough Council to reconsider their draft scheme and to *
submit a revised schenme which would take account of the rules laid down in the Act

" and of our own guidelines.




7. On 11 April 1975, the Borough Council submitted their revised draft schene
of representation., The Council proposed to divide the area of the borocugh into

17 wards, each returning 2 or 3 members, to form:a council of 48,

L

8. Ve received.only one comment and this supported the revised draft scheme,

9. We-considered the revised draft scheme submitted.by the Borough Council. Ve
noted that the scheme generélly complied with the rules in Schedule 11 of the 1972
Act and our own guidelines. We decided, however, that a more equitable standard
of representation would bé achieved by reducing the number of counéiilors
assigned to the proposed Bartford end West Cramlington ward from 3 to 2. After
consulting the Ordnance Survey we proposed some slight real;gnment of some of the
boundaries proposed by the Council. These changes were made in order to secure
boundary lines which were readily identifiable on the grﬁund. We tﬁen formulated

our draft proposals accordingly.

10. On 20 June 1975, we issued our draft proposals and theée were sent to all
who had received our consultation letter or had submitted comments. The Council
were asked to make our draft proposals and the accompanying map available for
inspection at their main offices. Representations on cur dfaft proposals wexre
invited from those to whoﬁ they were circulated and, by public notices, fro&
members of the public and interested bhodies. We asked that any com@ents should

reach us by 18 August 1975.

11. The only comments we received were submitted by a political Association who
suggested boundary alterations to 3 of the wards in the draft propdsals. They

also suggested new pames for these wards.

12+ YWe reviewed our draft proposals in the light of these comments. After

careful considerétion, we concluded that the alterations which had been sugpested

offered no significant advantage over the draft proposals. We therefore decided to

confiri our draft preoposals as our final proposals.



13. Details of these final proposals are set out in Schedule 1 to this report
and on the attached map. Schedule 1 gives the names of the wards and the number
of councillors to be returned by ezach ward. The boundaries of the new wards are

defined on- the map: .

PUBLICATION

14, In accordance with fection 60(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 a copy
of this report and a copy of the map are being sent to Blyth Valley Borough
Council.and will be made available for public inspection at the Council's main
offices."Copies of this report (without maps) are also being sent to those who
received the consultation letter and those who made comments. -A detailed
description of the boundaries of th? proposed wards as defined on the map is set
out in Schedule 2 to this report.

L.s,

Signed
EDMUND COMPTON (Chairman)
JOHN M RMIKIN' (Deputy Chairman)
DIANA ALBEMARLE
T C BENFIELD
MICHAEL CHISHOLM

ANDREY WHEATLEY -

F B YOUNG

DAVID R SMITH {Secretary)

September 1975
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SCHEDULE 1

BORCUGH CF IBLYEI;H VALLEY: NAMES OF PR‘OPOSED WARDS AND NUMBERS OF COUNCILLORS

]

NAME OF WARD NO. OF CUUNCILLORS

CENTRAL 3
COWPEN

CRAMLINGTON EAST

CRAMLINGTON SOUTH EAST

CROFT

HARTPORD AND WEST CRAMLINGTON

HARTLEY

OO TR SR VR PURNY VPR Y]

" HOLYWELL
TSABELLA
KITTY BREVSTER

NEWSHAM AND NEW DELAVAL

N W W

PARKSIDE
PLESSEY

SEATON DELAVAL

[\% T VY, V%

SEGHILL

VILLAGE

W'

WENSLEYDALE -
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Y SCHEDULE 2
SLYTH VALIEY BOROUGH :  DESCRIPTION CF WARDS
NOTE: Where the boundary is described as following a road, railway, river,
canal or similar feature, it should be deemed to follow the centre
line of the-feature unless otherwise stated.
KITTY BREWSTER WARD
Commencing on the western boundary of ithe District at the junction of
Horton Burn with the River Blyth; thence northvards and eastwards along
the western and northarn boundaries of the District to a point being in

prolongation of the western boundary of Parcel Ho 5024 on Ordnance

Survey 1:2500 Plan NZ28/2932 Edition of 1960; thence southwards along

said‘prolongation and western boundaries of Parcels ilo 5024, 5311 and 4500 and

4500 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan N228/29é1 Bdition of 1961 and
continuing alopg tﬂe eastern boundary of the Cowpen Roﬁan Catholic
Primafy School to Cowpen Road; thence eastwards along said read to
Briardale Road; thence gcnefally southwestivards aleng said réad to
Tynedale Drive; thence generally southeastwards along said drive and
in prolongatién thereof to the southern boundary of Parcel No 7090 on
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan NZ28/2980 Edition of 1961; thence east-
wards along said southern boundary to the eastern boundary of Parcel
Mo 4800; thence generally southwards and scuthwestwards following the
eastern boundaries of said parcel and parcel Nos 3976 and 2860 and in
prolongation of the last mentioned Loundary to-the Mineral Railway;
thence northwestwards along sald railway to a footpath leading to
Hathery Lane; thence southwestwards following said footpath to said
lane; thence southwards along Hathery Lane to a footpath lzading to
Horton Road; thence southwestwards following said footpath, . crossing
Horton Road and continuing along the footpath to Horton Burn; thence

generally nerthwards along said burn to the point of commencement.
COWPEN WARD

Commencing at the point in the River Blyth where Lhe eastern boundary

of Kitty Brewster Ward meets the District boundary; thence generally

|
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eastwvards fcllowing said District boundavy to the High.Ferry‘river
crossing; - thence generally southwards to ana along the landing stage
of said-crossing to Ann's Row; thence génerally westwards along said
row and Crawford Street and continuing westwards and southwards a15n3
the road to the rear of properties Nos 129 to 61 Chestnut Avenue to
Covpen Road; thence generally southwards along said road to Malvins
Close Road; -thence southwards and westwards along said rdad and -
Albion YWay to the Mineral Railway; thence southwards alohg said railway
to 2 point opposite the southern boundary of Parcel No 9000 on Ordnance
Survey 1:2500 Plan 1i228/2980 Edition of 1961; thence westwards to and
alonx said boundary and the southern boundary of Parcel ﬁo 7690 to meet
the eastern boundary of Kitty Brewster Ward; thence westvards and
generally northwards clong said eastern boundary to the point of
commencement., .

ISABELLA; WARD.

Commencing on the eastern boundary of .Cowpen Vard at the point where -
Halvins Close Road meets Cowpen Road; thence generally southeastwards
along Cowpen Road, Renwick Road and .the northwest perimeter of Broadway
Circle to Princess Louise Road; thence westwards along said road to
the rajlvay bridpe of the former Blyth Railway; thence southwestwards
following said railway to the mineral railway at Isabella Collicry -
Junction; thence gFenerally northwestwards and northwards following
sald mineral railway to the southern boundary of Cowpern liard; thence
generally northwerds and eastwards following said boundary to the point
of cormencenent.

CROFYT HARD

Cormmercing at the point in the River Blyth at the High Ferry river

v
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crossing where the eastern boundary of Cowpen tard meets the District
boundary; thence generally southeastwards following the District.
houndary to a point opposite the footpath leading Irom High any to
Kincs Street; thence southwestwards and westwards to and along said
footpath tc a point being due north of the junction of Unien Street
with the southern boundary of the Gas Yorks; thence southwards
following said-alignment and Union Street to Waterloo Road; thence
southwestwards following said road to the eastern boundary of Isabella
Wards thence generally ncrchwards following said boundary and-
continuing northwerds and eastwards along the eastern houndary of

Cowven Ward to the point of commencement.
CENTRAL VARD

Commencing at a ﬁoint in the River Blyth where the eastern boundary of
Croft VWard meets the District boundary opposite High GQuay thence south-
eastwards following the District boundary to a point being a prolongation
northeastwards of the northern wall of the Jetty lying to the‘north of
tae lifebout house thence southwestwords to.and along said wall and in
prolongation thereof to Quay Road thence southwards slong said road to
Bast Park View theﬁce wvestwards along East Park View to 2 noint opposite
the castern boundary of Ridley Park thence southvards aﬁd southwestvards
following the castern and southern houndaries of said vark to the

bridge over the former mineral railway at Belgrave Crescent thence
northwards alons said crescent to and westwards along Briarwood Road to
a woint opvcsite the western boundary of the compound containing the
electricity sub-station thence southwards to and along said boundary to
the northern boundary of the dismantled mirerzl railway; thence south~
vestwards following said boundary to it; junction with the rear boundary

of the properties on the western side of Rosemary Terrace thence generally




northwards along szid rear boundaries and continuing northwestwards

L, a

and northeastwards alont

ne eagtern boundary of the Croften Hill

o

F

Incustrial Estate to and along Stannington Street to and northvestuards
along Back Park Doad Lo Plessey Hoad thence southwestward zlong said
road to its junction with Broadway thence northwesivards aleong Broadway
and continuing round the southwestern perimeter of Broacway Circle to
the eastern boundary of Isabella \iard; thence generally northwards
following said boundary to and generally northeastvards fo]loulng the

southern boundary of Croft Ward to the point of commencement.
HEABHAM AHD i DELAVAL WAR

Conmcac1nq at tre voint where Horton Burn neets the southern boundary
of Kitty Bféwster YWard thence generally northeastwards following said
ward bbuﬁdary.aﬁd the southern boundary of Cownen vard to énd genérally
southeéstwards following the western boundary of Isabella Ward to the
Isébella Colliery Junction thence continuing generally southwards along

T

the former Blyth railway to lezzgies Burn thence westwards-élohg séid
vurn to the southwest corner of Parcel Ho 1425 on Ordnamce Survej
1:2500 Plan NZ30/3178 Rev 1959 thence northwestwards following the
western boundary of said pareel and Parcels Hos 004%, 0075 and 0003 on
Orénance Survey 1:2500 plan HZ28/29?8'RGV 1660 to the northern boundary
_ -
of Parcel o 6599 thence southwestwards along said northern boundary to
the northvest corner of said parcel and continuing in a2 stfaiéht iine
to the northeast corner of Parcel No 1345 thence southwestvards and
northvwestwards along the northern boundary of said parcel and northeast
boundary of Parcel Ho 8300 to the B1327 road thence southwestwards

along said road crossing the A192 road and contiruing along the A1067

road to the A139 fly-over trence northwards alonsz the 4189 road to ‘the

“J
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A192 flyover thence northwestwards and westwards around the, southern
perimeter of the flyover and following the nouthern carriageway of the
A192 road to Horton Burn thence generally northwestwards following the

said burn to the point of coumencement.
WENSLEYDALR WARD

Commencing at a point on the eastern boundary of the District at Low
Water being a prolongation northeastwards of the outiall of HMegpie's
Burn; thence southwestwards along said prolongation and outfall to
Meggie's Burn thence generally westwards along said burn to the eastern
boundary of Newsham and New Delaval Ward thence generally northwards
following séid eastern boundary to a point being in prolongation north-
westwards of the rear boundaries of vroperties Hos 53 and 54 Scuth
View thence soufheastwards to and along said boundaries and continuing
northeastvards aleng the rear boundaries of Nos 52 to 2 South View and
Mos 11? to 57 Barras Avenue test the southern boundary of Blyth Gramnmar
School vplaying field the rear boundaries of los 51 to 1 Barras Avenue
the southern boundéry of the Cricket Ground and continuing along the
northern boundary of the dismantled mineral railway to the Broadway
extension road (A193) thence northwestwards alonz said road to the
southern boundary of Central tlard thence northeastwards.southwards and
northeastwards following caid couthern boundary to and generally south-
wards following the eastern boundary of the District to the point of

[

commencement.
PLESSEY WARD

Cormencing at the point vhere the eastern boundary of Isavella iard

meets the eastern boundary of Hewsham and Mew Delaval Ward; thence
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northwards anﬁ eastvards following the eastern boundary of Isaﬁella Viard
to the western boundary of Central Ward; thence generally southwards
following s;id bouncary to the northern boundary of YWensleydale Uard;
thence southwestwards following said-boundary to the eastern 5oundary

of Newsham and New Delaval Ward; thence northyards following said

boundary to the point of comnencement.
HARTLEY WARD

Cormencing on the southern houndary of the District at Low Yater;
thence generally westwards and southwestwards following said .boundary
to the éastern‘boundary of the Minerai'Railway {dismantled) in Helywell
Dene; thence northwestwards following said beundary to a point in

-

prolonzation northeastwards of the northern boundary of ?arcel No 4340
on. Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan NZ30/3176 Revision of 1959; thence south-
westwvards élong sald prolengation and boundary to the eastern boundary
of Parcel Ho 283§; thence northwestwards and westwards following the
easfern and northern boundaries of said parcel and Parcel No O450 to
the southern boundary of the railway (New Hartley to Seghill line);
theﬁce squthwestwards following said boundary to a point being in
proleongation soutlivards of the eastern boundary of Parcel ﬁo 3430,
thence northwards along said prolongation and tecundary and continuing
along the eastern boundary of Parcel No CC6L to the southern boundar"y
of the Mineral Reilway; thence soutthstwards along said boundary to a
point being in orolonzation souvtheastwards of the eastern boundary of
Parcel Ho OCLOQ thence northwestwards along said prolongetion and
boundary and the eastern boundaries of Parcel Nos 0064 and 8éOO

on Orxdnance Survey 1:2500 plan NZ 28/2976 Rev 1960 and N7 28/2977 Rev 1950

and crossing the trackway to the southem boundary of Parcel No 6800; thence
northeastwarda and northwestwards {ollowing bie southeastern and eagstern boundaries
~f said parcel and continuing along the easltern boundary of Parcel Mo 1363 on

- - Qdneance - — -
/ Survey 1:2500 Plan :430/3177 Revision of 1959 to the southern boundary

of Parcel o 397%; thence eastviards and norihwerds along the southern

N
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and eastern bogndaries of said parcel and continuing along the custern
boundary of Parcel Mo 2900 on Ordnance Survey_1:2500 Pian NZSO/51?8
Edition of 1961 and iﬁ prolonration thercol to the southern éoundary
of Newsham and HNew Delaval Vard; thence generally eastwards along
sald boundary ané the southern boundary G% vWensleydale Vard to the
District boundary at low water; thence generally southeastwards

following the District boundary to the point of commencement.
HOLYWELL VARD

Commencing at a point where the western voundery of Hartley UYard meets

the southeran boundary of the bistrict thence generally southwards and-

westwards following the said Digtrict boundary to a point where a

strear crossing Parcel No Lok on 1:2500 Ordnance Survey-Plan NZ28/2974

Edtion 1973 meets the eastern bound#ry of the railway (Seghill-Backworth

line) thence generally northeastvards along soid strean to Seaton Burnj !

thence generally.eastwards along said burn to a point being the prolongation i
1

southwards of the eastern boundary of Parcel No 6756 on Ordnance 1:2500 .

Plan NZ30/317h4 Edition 1970 thence northwards along said ﬁrolongaﬂionvand ;

said eastern boundary and continuing northwards and northuestwards ; ' [

following the rear property boundaries of Hos 7% to 14 znd Flats Nos 2 to *

12 21l being in Staward Avenue to Acemb Avenue thence northeastward along

said avenue to Fontburn Reoad thence northeastwards aloné said road to

Holywell Road (A192) thence northwestwards along said road to a point

opposite the eastern boundary of No 1 Baxter Place; thence northwards

to and along said eastern boundary and westuards along the rear boundaries ‘

of the properties in Baxter Place to and northwards along the eastern

boundary of the Builders Yard and continuing generally norfheastwards

and northwestwards along the rear boundary of Avenue Head Farm to The

Avenue (A190) thence northeastwards along said avenue te and southeast-~

wards following the western boundary of Hartiey Werd to the point of

conmencenrent.



SEATON DELAVAL WARD

Cormencing at a point where the western boundary of Hartley ward meets

-

the northern boundary of Holywell Yard thence generally southwestwards

southwards and westwards following said northern boundary to a point

opposite the western boundary of Parcel lio
1:2500 Plan 1Z 30/317% Zdition 1970 thence

and northwards to and northeastwards along

¢

point being in proleongation scutheastwards

of No- 88 Avenue Road thence northwestwards

and said boundary and continuing along the

2172 on Ordanance Survey
northwestwards westwards
Avenue Road (£190) to a
of the southerﬁ bounddryr

along said prolongation

rear boundaries of properties

Hos 99 to 47 VYestern Avenue and southwestwards zlong the rear boundaries

of properties Nos 2 to & Ancroft Road thence northwestwards alons the

western boundaries of Nes 8 and 7 Ancroft Foad to the eastern boundary

of Parcel lo 6134 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan HZ228/2975 Tdition 1971

thonee continuing northwestwards and westwards aleng the

. -

castern and

northern boundaries of said »arcel and crossing the railway to and

1

southwestwards and northwestwards along the southern and western

boundaries of Parcel No 466 and continuing along the western boundaries

of Parcel Nos 3475 + 1973 and 183% to the

B13%26 road thence northwards

and westwards along said road to the old HMineral Bailway level crossing

thence northvestwards along the said railway to a point due eastwards

of the northesst cerner of Parcel Ho 0082

corner and along the northern boundary of

said

thence due westwards to said

sarcel and Parcel

No 8279 on Orénance Survey 1:2500 Plan H226/2776 Editiocn 1970 to the new

Svine Road (A139) thence northwards slong said road to the southern

oouncary of MNewsham and Hew Delaval VWard thence generally eastwards

1

southvards and eastwards following said southern houndery to and generally

southwards

northeastwards end southeastwards following the western

boundary of Hartley Ward to the point of commencement.

“J
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SEGHILYL WaRD
Commencing abt a point where the northern boundery of Holywell dard mecots
the southern boundary of the District thence southwestiverds westwards

"

and northwards following said southern boundary and continuing along
 Front Stfeet to HMill Lane thence eastuwards along said lane to the A189
‘lrunk rozd thence northvards along seid road to a noint 0pRos 1te the
southern boundary of Parcel No 49&4 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan
HZ26/2775 Bdition 1970 thence caut”urds and northeastwards ulonﬁ the
southern and eastern boundary of said barcnl and continuing along the
eastern-bou ncaries of Parcel HMos 5 63, 6682 and €800 to aﬁd gencfally
castuards along the northern boundaries of varcel No 0065 and Parcel
Nos 3959 and 0006 on Ordrance Survey 1:2500 Plan NZ28/2975 Bdition
1971 thence southwards zlong the easuérn boundary of lasti “entloned‘
percel to o point opposite the rorthern boundary of Forcel No 0269
thencc.castw“*ds northvards and eéstwards to and.along sand boundary
to the western boundary of Segton‘Delaval Wiard thence 5énerally south-
eastwards following said western boundary to and generally wé;twards

Tollowing the northern boundary of Holywell Ward to the point of

cormencenent.
CRAMLINGTON oUJTF EAST WARD

Commencing at & point where the Qestern boundary of Seghill Yard meets
the southern bouncary of the District; thence westuwards oilowing

said southern boundary to the B1319 road thence northwards alo ng said
road and the A1171 road to Northumbria Yay thencz westwards and north-
wards along said way ‘o the cycle éubway south of Coanqood Drive +hence
eastwards along the cy cle track to and southwards aleng the cycle track

on the wvestern side of the allotment gardens the Cramllltton Ann Yelfare

Recreation Ground and Winshields to and southeastvards along the cycle
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track +to the gouth of iinshields znd the Bay Horse Inn to the western

boundary of Seghill UWard thence southwards following said western

Loundary to the noint of comnmencement.
CRAMLINGTON EAST WARD

Ccommencing at a voint where the northern boundary of Seghill Vard mects
the vestern boundery of Seaton Delaval Yard thence generally westwards

and southuwestwards following the gaid northern boundary to and generally

westwards and northwards and westwards folleowing the eastern and northern
houndary of Cramlington South East Vard to lorthwumbria VWay thence

northwards along said way crossing the roundabout at Village Road and

-

continuing nerthwards to the next roundebsut: thence eastwards along the
new roadi to the western boundary of Seaton Delaval Yard at the £189

spine rcad thence generally southwards castwards and southecastwards

following said western boundary to the point of commencement.
PARKSIDE WARD

Commencing at a point where the western boundary of Seaton Delaval VWard

meets the northern boundary of Cramlington Zast Ward thence uvestwards

following said northern boundary and continuing along the new road to

the new road running north to south aporoximately 84 metres east of

Crow Hnll Lane thence northuards along the said road to the 2192 road

-
.

thence eastwards aleng said road and continuing along the southern
cerricgeway of sald rood at the 2199 flyover to meet the western boundary
of Hewshan and Hew Delaval tard thence southwards following said boundary

snd western boundary of Seaton Delaval Ward to the point of commencenment.,
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VILLAGE WARD

Commencfng at a point where the western boundary of Cramlington South
Bast Ward meets the southern boundary of the District thence westwards
following gsaid District bowndary to the Hewcastle-Horveth railway thence
northwards along said line to Station Road (B1326) thence eastwards
along said road to the new north-south road avproximately 84 metres

east of Crow Hall Lane thence northwards along said road to the south-
vest corner of Parkside Woard thence eastwards following the zouthérn
boundary of said ward to and southwards folldwing the western boundary
of Cramlington Fast Ward and continuing southwards wrestwards and
southwards following the western boundary of Cramlinaton_South East

Ward to the point of commencenent.
HARTFCRD AND WEST CRAMLINGTON YWARD

Commencing:at a point where the western Loundary of Village ‘Vard meets
the southern boundery of the Digtrict thence generally westwards
northwards castwards and northwards following the southern and western
boundary of the District to the western bhoundary of Kitty Breuster

vard thence generally southwards following said boundary and western
boundary of Newshan and New Delaval Vard to and westwards and southwards
following the northern and western boundary of Parkside Vard and
continuing aloug the western boundary of Village Vard to the point of

cormmencenent. -



