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2.

Introduction

2.1

Shepway District Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft
recommendations of the Local Government Boundary Commission for England on
the proposed electoral arrangements for its district.

2.2

The council considered the LGBCE’s draft at its meeting on 28 August 2013 and
passed the following resolutions:“1.

2.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

2.3

That the Council make no comments on the recommendations made by the
LGBCE in respect of the proposed wards of Walland and Denge Marsh, New
Romney, Hythe, North Downs West, Cheriton and Morehall and Folkestone
Park.
The Council resolves that its submissions to LGBCE draft recommendations
are:
That the name of the proposed Romney Marsh ward should remain
unchanged as Romney Marsh;
That the name of the proposed Hythe Rural ward be changed to “Hythe West
and Lympne”;
That a single member Sandgate ward be created for the area shown coloured
salmon on the plan at appendix 6 of the report;
That a two member Folkestone Harvey ward be created for the area shown
coloured light green on the plan at appendix 6 of the report;
That a two member Folkestone Central ward be created for the area shown
coloured pink on the plan at appendix 6 of the report;
That the area off Hill Road, which includes Dallas Brett Crescent and Keyes
Place be included in the proposed Folkestone East Ward;
That North Downs East ward remains a three member ward as shown at
appendix 4 of the report.”

As will be seen the council is not making any comments on the draft
recommendations in respect of the proposed wards of Walland and Denge Marsh,
New Romney, Hythe, Cheriton and Morehall, Folkestone Park and North Downs
West.

The debate in council regarding the proposed Romney Marsh ward

concerned its name and whether it should be called “Romney Marsh East.” The
council decided that the name should remain as Romney Marsh and so, in effect,
makes no submission on the proposed Romney Marsh ward.
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2.4

The council’s submissions on the remaining wards and the reasons for them are set
out below.

3

Hythe Rural

3.1

LGBCE’s draft recommendations differ from the council’s submission in that the
parish of Saltwood is included in the proposed Hythe ward rather than the Hythe
Rural ward. The council has not made any comments on this, its submission on the
Hythe Rural ward as proposed by LGBCE relates to its name only.

3.1

As the council’s initial submission on proposed wards stated Lympne is a distinct
community and home to a large tourist attraction. The council considers that the
ward should be named “Hythe West and Lympne” to give a more accurate
indication of the area it covers.
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4.1

Sandgate and Folkestone Central

The council’s previous submission envisaged the creation of a two member ward
covering the parish of Sandgate and extending into the west of Folkestone and a
Folkestone Central ward. As LGBCE state in their draft recommendations they
departed from the council’s warding suggestions in Folkestone.

The council

resolved that in response to the draft recommendation that its submission should be
based on a single member Sandgate ward, a two member Folkestone Harvey ward
and a two member Folkestone Central ward. The reasoning behind this submission
is set out in the following paragraphs.

Sandgate
4.2

The council, in this submission appreciates that the prime aim must be to secure
electoral equality having had regard to the statutory criteria in the Local Democracy,
Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.

4.3

The council’s view is that a strong community identity exists in the older and more
established part of Sandgate – that part along the coastal strip and military or ex –
4

military areas to the north. This area in essence forms a small village community
with its own particular identity. The area for the proposed ward is shown coloured
salmon on the plan attached. It also forms the majority of the Sandgate Village
parish ward, again reflecting a strong community identity.

The present total

electorate of this area is 2,255 with a projected electorate of 3,240 by January
2019. The ward would have 9.46% more electors than the district average by 2019.

Folkestone Harvey and Folkestone Central
4.4

The council’s submission is that Folkestone, between the Sandgate ward set out
above and the proposed Cheriton and Morehall ward in the west and the proposed
Harbour ward in the east is formed of two distinct communities and these are
reflected in the proposed two wards shown as Folkestone Harvey (coloured light
blue on the plan) and Folkestone Central (coloured pink on the plan).

4.5 Folkestone Harvey ward is predominately residential. It incorporates, as will be seen,
part of the Sandgate ward originally proposed by the council.

This latter area

comprising Coolinge and Golden Valley more naturally relates to the west of
Folkestone rather than Sandgate. This is apparent in the public transport links with
the number 77 and 78 buses running to and from the Golden Valley along
Shorncliffe Road into the centre of the town on an east - west axis. The eastern
boundary of the ward would run along Castle Hill Ave., Palting Way, Bouverie Road
West, Trinity Gardens, Clifton Road and then to the sea. This would be a two
member ward. The present total electorate of this area is 4,911 with a projected
electorate of 5576 by January 2019. This ward would have 5.81 % fewer electors
than the district average by 2019.

The council’s view is that the ward should be

called “Folkestone Harvey” rather than “Folkestone West” to avoid confusion with
the county division of that name it also considers that the name “Harvey” is well
established and it is appropriate to mark Folkestone’s most famous “son.”

4.6

The proposed central ward would have the western boundary described above with
its eastern boundaries as set out in LGBCE’S draft recommendation for the
boundary with the proposed Folkestone Harbour ward.

The northern boundary

would be the railway line.
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4.7

This area contains a mix of residential and commercial premises and includes the
main shopping area of Folkestone. As such it has an identity of its own distinct from
the predominately residential western area of Folkestone.

The present total

electorate of this area is 5,124 with a projected electorate of 5411 by January 2019.
This ward would have 8.60 % fewer electors than the district average by 2019.

5.

Area off Hill Road, including Dallas Brett Crescent and Keyes
Place.

5.1

The council’s submission showed the area off Hill Road including Dallas Brett
Crescent and Keyes Place as included in the Folkestone East ward.

5.2

The LGBCE draft recommendations are that this area should be in Folkestone
Harbour ward. The draft recommendations state “We consider that using the A260
in this area would be more recognisable as a boundary between the wards.”

5.3

The council’s view is that the area in question more clearly relates to the area to the
North West and south of it rather than the area to the east and south east.

The

roughly triangular area is comprised, in the main, of council or former council
housing and share many characteristics with the areas immediately adjoining it in
the proposed Folkestone East ward. In particular (with the exception of the
properties fronting Dover Road) the mix of tenure is very similar unlike, for the most
part, the area of the proposed Folkestone Harbour ward to the north of the railway
line. Although not a physical boundary as such the difference in style of dwelling
constitutes a distinctive change in appearance between the area and Folkestone
Harbour ward.

The line between the wards can be identified easily therefore.

Finally the Folkestone Baptist Church on Hill Road serves as a community hub for
the Folkestone East ward.

5.4

The council’s submission therefore is that the area off Hill Road mentioned above
should be in the Folkestone East ward.
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6 North Downs East ward
6.1

LGBCE in their draft recommendations state:“73 We did investigate whether the proposed three-member North Downs East ward
could be divided to form wards which were smaller in geographic size. Our
investigations indicated that a two-member Hawkinge ward, comprising the parish
of Hawkinge, and a single-member Swing field & Newington ward covering the
remaining parishes would result in electoral equality of 6% more and 6% fewer
electors than the district average by 2019, respectively. We note that these wards
would both provide for reasonable levels of electoral equality and effective and
convenient local government. However, we have limited evidence as to whether this
pattern of wards would reflect community identity.
74 Having considered the evidence received we are content to adopt the Council’s
North Downs East ward as part of our draft recommendations. This three-member
ward would have 3% more electors per councillor than the district average by 2018.
We welcome comments on whether dividing this ward into a single-member ward
and two-member ward (as outlined in paragraph 73) would better reflect community
identity and provide for effective and convenient local government. “

6.2

The council’s submission is that the three member North Downs East ward should
remain. In particular it is considered that there would be unacceptable pressures on
a single member representing a ward for the rural area, excluding Hawkinge.
Consequently the statutory criteria of securing effective and convenient local
government would not be met
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Summary

7.1

In summary the council's submission is that the draft recommendations should be
amended as follows: that  the name of the proposed Hythe Rural ward be changed to Hythe West and
Lympne;
 that a single member Sandgate ward be created for the area shown coloured
salmon on the plan appended;
 a two member Folkestone Harvey ward be created for the area shown coloured
light green on the plan appended
 a two member Folkestone Central ward be created for the area shown coloured
pink on the plan appended
 the area off Hill Road, which includes Dallas Brett Crescent and Keyes Place, be
included in the proposed Folkestone East ward.
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Appendix – Map showing proposed ward pattern for Folkestone
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