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1.

We, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, having carried

out our initial review of the electoral arrangements for the metropolitan
borough of Stockport in accordance with the requirements of section 63 of, and
Schedule 9 to, the Local Government Act 1972, present our proposals for the
future electoral arrangements for that borough,
2.

In accordance with the procedure laid down in section 60(1) and (2) of

the 1972 Act, notice was given on 28 August 1975 that we were to undertake this
review. This was incorporated in a consultation letter addressed to the
Stockport Borough Council, copies of which were circulated to Greater Manchester
County Council, the Members of Parliament for the constituencies concerned and
the headquarters of the main political parties. Copies were also sent to the
editors of local newspapers circulating in the area and of the local government
press. Notices inserted in the local press announced the start of the review
and invited comments from members of the public and from interested bodies.
3-

Stockport Borough Council were invited to prepare a draft scheme of

representation for our consideration.

In doing so, they were asked to observe

the rules laid down in Schedule 11 to the Local Government Act 1972 and the
guidelines which we set out in our Report No 6 about the proposed size of the
council and the proposed number of councillors for each ward. They were asked
also to take into account any views expressed to them following their
consultation with local interests.

We therefore asked that they should publish
i

details of their provisional proposals about a month before they submitted
their draft scheme to us, thus allowing an opportunity for local comment.

k.

Section 7(3) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires that in metropolitan

districts there shall be elections by thirds. Section 6(2)(b) of the Act
requires that every metropolitan district shall be divided into wards each
returning a number of councillors divisible by three. The Stockport Borough
Council's draft scheme was prepared accordingly.
5.

Stockport Borougn Council presented their draft scheme of representation on

8 July 1976.

They proposed to divide the area into 21 wards each returning

3 members to form a council of 636.

We considered the draft scheme together with the comments which we had

received"and those which had been sent to us by the Borough Council.
7.

Among the comments received were submissions from a local political party,

a local political group and another local political association* Letters
were also received from various community and ratepayers associations, a
.councillor and a member of the public...

8.

We considered all the representations but they did not appear to offer any

advantage over the draft scheme submitted by Stockport Borough Council. We
decided therefore to use the Borough Council's draft scheme as the basis of our
draft proposals. We made a number of modifications to the proposed wards in
order to secure improvements in the standard of representation.

On the recommen-

dation of Ordnance Survey, we made some adjustments to the alignment of some of
the boundaries in order to secure boundary lines which were more easily
identifiable on the ground.
9.

Subject to the changes referred to in paragraph 8 above, the Stockport

Borough Council's draft scheme appeared to us to provide a reasonable basis for

the future electoral arrangements of the borough in compliance with the rules
in Schedule 11 to the 1972 Act and our guidelines.

We formulated our draft

proposals accordingly; ••
10. On k January 1977 we issued our draft proposals and these were sent to all
who had received our consultation letter or had commented on the Borough Council's
draft scheme. The Borough Council were asked to make these draft proposals and
the accompanying map, which defined the proposed ward boundaries, available for
inspection at their main offices.

Representations on our draft proposals were

invited from those to whom they were circulated and, by public notices, from
other members of the public and interested bodies.

We asked for comments to

reach us by 9 March 1977.
11. Stockport Borough Council made no comment

on the draft proposals.

12. We received responses from individuals, organisations and local political parties
and associations, including a number of criticisms of our draft proposals. To a
considerable extent these were a repetition of representations mentioned in
paragraph 7 above> which we had already considered before we formulated our
draft proposals. We decided however that we needed further information to enable
us to reach a conclusion.

Therefore, in accordance with Section 65(2) of the

1972 Act and at our request Mr N White was appointed an Assistant Commissioner
to hold a local meeting and to report to us.
13. The Assistant Commissioner held a meeting at the Town Hall, Stockport on
19 October 1977* A copy of his report to us of the meeting is attached at
Schedule 1 to this report.
1*f.

In the light of the evidence submitted at the meeting and of his inspection

of the area, the Assistant Commissioner recommended that our draft proposals
should be confirmed subject to modifications to the boundaries between the
following proposed wards:- Hazel Grove and Ladybrook; Bredbury and Rorailey;

Cheadle and Edgeley; Cheadle Hulme North and Heald Green; Cheadle Hulme North
and Cheadle Hulme South; Cheadle Hulme South and Heald Green; Cheadle Hulme
South and Pownall. He also recommended changing the names of the proposed
Pownall ward and Ladybrook wards to West Bramhall and East Bramhall, respectively.
15. We reviewed our draft proposals in the light of the Assistant Commissioner's
report.

We concluded that the alterations recommended by the Assistant

Commissioner should be adopted and, subject to these amendments, we decided to
confirm our draft proposals as our final proposals.
16. Details of these final proposals are set out in Schedules 2 and 3 to this
report and on the attached map. Schedule 2 gives the names of the
the number of councillors to be returned by each.

wards and

A detailed description of

the boundaries of the proposed wards, as defined on the map, is set out in
Schedule 3.
PUBLICATION

17. In accordance with Section 60(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972, a
copy of this report and a copy of the map are being sent to Stockport Borough
Council and will be available-for inspection at the Council's main offices.

Copies of this report (without the map) are also being sent to those who
received the consultation letter and to those who made comments.
L.S.

Signed:
EDMUND COMPTON (Chairman)

JOHN M RANKIN (Deputy Chairman)

PHYLEIS BOV/DM

T BROCKBANK

MICHAEL CHISHOLM

D P HARRISON

R R THORNTON

N DIGNEY (Secretary)
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SCHEDULE 1

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT

REVIEW

OF

ELECTORAL

ARRANGEMENTS

Report of the Assistant Commissioner (Mr. Norman .White)
appointed by the Secretary of State to hold a local
meeting and to consult, investigate and report with respect
to the review, by the Local Government Boundary
for England, of the electoral arrangements

Commission
for the

Metropolitan Borough of Stockport in Greater.Manchester.

REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS - METROPOLITAN BOROUGH
OF STOCKPORT

COMMISSION'S DRAFT PROPOSAL

1.
On 4th January 1977, after due consideration of proposals and
comments put to them on the subject, the Commission published their draft
proposals for the Metropolitan Borough of Stockport. Except for
comparatively small variations to boundaries of wards, these proposals
accorded with those, which in response to the Commission's invitation, had
been submitted by the Council of the Borough of Stockport. In submitting
its proposals the Council claimed that they had been formulated after
extensive .local consultation and after most contributing views had been met.
2.
The Commission's draft proposals provided for the Council of the
Borough of Stockport to consist of 63 councillors and for the borough to be
divided into 21 wards each of which would elect three councillors.
Appendix "A" gives the proposed names of these 21 wards together with, in
respect of each of those wards, (a) the number of voters based on the
electoral register published in February 1976 and (b) a projection of the
likely number of voters in 1981. These draft proposals included detailed
verbal descriptions of each of the 21 wards.
3Unless otherwise stated, reference in this report to any ward is
a reference to the named ward in the Commission's draft proposals.
RESFONSE TO THE DRAFT PROPOSALS

4.
Following their publication, the following is a summary of the
comments and representations which were made in writing in respect of the
Commission's draft proposals.
(a) Stockport Conservative Association supported the draft
proposals.
(b) Stockport District Labour Party proposed the division of
the area of the Bredbury, Romiley, North Marple and South
Marple Wards into four new wards; and they claimed that
this would result in a more balanced representation, a
better definition of ward boundaries, and a better grouping
.of community interests.

1.

(c) Hazel Grove Constituency Liberal Association first objected
i '* . i
'''
to the proposed division of the Hazel Grove community along
the A6 road and submitted alternative proposals for avoiding
this', one of which included for a rearrangement of the
North and South Marple Wards; and secondly, for a
rearrangement into two wards of the area of the Ladybrook
and Fownall Wards.
(d) The immediately foregoing comments and proposals of the
Hazel Grove Constituency Liberal Association were supported
by the following:Councillor J. H. Ashworth (member of Stockport Council);
Councillor R. Tilley (member of Greater Manchester Council);
" Marple & District Liberal Association;
Bredbury & Woodley Liberal Association;
Hazel Grove Young Liberals;
Bramhall & Woodford Women's Liberal Association;
Romiley Young Liberal Association; and
Hazel Grove, Bramhall & Woodford Liberal Association.
(e)' Cheadle Division Liberal Association expressed objections to
the wards of Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme North and
Cheadle Hulme South on the grounds that some of the proposed
boundaries of these wards did not take fully into account,
.the maintenance of common community interests, and they
proposed variations to each of these four wards.
(f) Councillor R. Childs, a member of the Stockport Council,
represented that the boundaries of the proposed Edgeley,
Cheadle and Gale Green wards should be varied to preserve
community ties, and that a particular area should be
maintained within the Edgeley Ward.
(g) Mr. K. Hendley represented that the boundary of the Hazel
Grove Ward should be varied so as, first, on community
grounds to include within that ward that part of Hazel Grove
town south of the A6 road, and secondly, on planning and
community grounds to exclude from it the newly developing
area of Offerton Green.

2.

(h) Hazel Grove Community Council represented that the part of
Hazel Grove town south of the A6 road should be included
in the Hazel Grove Ward on the grounds that to do otherwise
would split a closely knit community to satisfy
administrative ends.
(i) Heald Green & Long Lane Ratepapers* Association objected to
the boundary between the Heald Green and Cheadle Hulme South
Wards on the grounds of local community ties and proposed a
variation which would transfer a developing residential
neighbourhood from the Heald Green Ward into the Cheadle Hulme
South Ward; and recognising that this caused an undue
disbalance in the electorates of the two wards, also proposed
.a compensating change in the boundary between the latter
ward and the Pbwnall Ward to the east.
(j) Bramhall Community Executive Committee observed upon the
Ladybrook and Pownall Wards and represented that the area
covered by these two wards should be divided by a line generally
running from east to west rather than from north to south, as
in the draft proposals, on the grounds that the community of
Bramhall would be more appropriately divided this way.
(k) Bredbury Community Council objected to the proposed Bredbury
and Romiley Wards and proposed that the area of these two
wards should be divided by a line generally running from north
to south rather than from east to west, as at present and in
the draft proposals, thus enabling the three communities within
the district of Bredbury and bearing that name to be brought
together into one ward.
The Stockport Borough Council submitted no representations as regards the
draft proposals.
THE LOCAL MEETING

5.
In accordance with my instructions I opened the local meeting, of
which due notice had been given, at the Town Hall, Stockport, at 10.30 a.m ,
on Wednesday, 19th October, 19776.
The names of those persons present and a note of their respective
interest in the business of the meeting are shown in Appendix "B".

7.,,

In opening
the meeting I includedf statements to the following
,
'
' K.

effect:(a) I had previously studied all the representations which
had previously been submitted in writing to the Boundary
Commission, and that I understood them;
(b) that while representations concerning any particular ward
had an effect on others, those representations submitted
in writing generally related to the following ward
groupings, namely: (i)
(ii)
.(iii)
(iv)

Bredbury, Romiley, North Marple and South Marple;
Hazel Grove;
Pownall and Ladybrook; and
a western group of wards consisting of Cheadle,
Heald Green, Cheadle Hulme North, Cheadle Hulme
South, Gale Green and Bdgeley;
- and that I proposed to hear in that order such submissions
as those present wished to make to me; but
(c) that I would preface this by giving the Council of the
Metropolitan Borough the opportunity of making a statement
if it wished to do so.
8.
Mr- A. L» Wilson, Chief Executive of the Council, accepted this
opportunity and made a short opening statement. In this he affirmed that in
the preparation of the original scheme which it had submitted to the
Commission careful regard had been given by his Council to the statutory rules
which had to be observed, namely:to the likely changes in the numbers and distribution of local
government electors in the Borough of Stockport within the
following five years;
to the ratio of the number of local government electors to the
number of councillors to be elected being as nearly as may be
the same in each ward;
to the desirability of fixing the boundaries of wards which are
and will remain easily identifiable; and
to considering local ties which would be broken by the fixing
of any particular boundary.
Mr. Wilson also stressed that detailed consultation with the interested
parties had also taken place in the preparation of the Council's draft scheme

and that the one submitted to the Commission contained many elements which
had been advanced in the course of those consultations. This had led to
the proposal that there should be twenty-one wards - largely by creating
a completely new ward (the proposed North Reddish); and that the wards of
Bredbury, Romiley, North Marple and South Marple should largely be
retained as they were currently. The Council's decision to adopt its
draft scheme had been a unanimous one, although it had to be acknowledged
that the scheme did not satisfy all the views which had been advanced
during the consultations which had taken place. The Council did not object
to the Commission's proposals. In reply to my questions he stated that it
was estimated that during the next five years the population of the Borough
of Stockport was estimated to remain about the same as at present but
there was expected to be some changes of distribution within the Borough,
and that changes in the birth rate in past years would result in some
increase by 1981 in the number of voting age - hence the estimate that the
total number of voters in the Borough was likely to rise from 212,673 on
the 1976 register to almost 223iOOO in 1980/81.
SUBMISSIONS re RQMILEY, BREDBURY, NORTH & SOUTH MARPLE. WARDS

9.
Mr. Kenneth Bagnall represented the Stockport District Labour
Party and he opened his submission by referring to the provisions of section
78(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 and its llth Schedule and quoted
paragraph 3 of that Schedule and particularly sub-paragraph (3) requiring
that regard shall be had to the desirability of fixing boundaries which are
easily identifiable, and to any local ties which would be broken by the
fixing of any particular boundary. He submitted that the draft proposals
in respect of the area covered by the wards of Bredbury, Romiley, North
Marple and South Marple, did not meet those requirements. In respect of
the first two of these wards, the boundary in the draft proposals ran
generally south-westwards from Werneth Low in the north-east and he claimed
that this split
communities. Romiley was a distincti village with its own
~*
identity. Bredbury was a separate community.
10.
He referred to the letter of the Boundary Commission dated
28th August 1975 which set in train the review of electoral arrangements at
Stockport wherein it referred (par. 20) to the importance of ward boundaries
being easily identifiable on the ground by following such features as roads,
railways, rivers, etc. He submitted that the draft proposals of the
Stockport Council - which the Commission were proposing to adopt - meant
the retention of boundaries which were twenty years old.

5-

11.
He proposed that the area of these four wards should be divided
in the manner suggested in the Stockport Labour Party's letter to the
Commission dated 1st March 1977- The division between a Bredbury Ward
and a Romiley Ward should be from north to south and be drawn along the
Peak Forest Canal to the A560 road, along the A560 to Georges Lane, and
along that road and Barrack Hill, Hatherlow, and Otterspool Road.. He
also proposed that the western boundary of the Romiley Ward should be
along Cowlishaw Road, Compstall Brow and the River Etherow. His proposed
boundary to divide the remaining area into a Marple Ward and a Ludworth
Ward would be running generally southwards from the junction of the rivers
Etherow and Goyt, along the Goyt to Marple Bridge, and along Brabyns Brow,
Station Road, Hollins Lane, Market Street, Church Lane, Brickbridge Lane
and the Peak Forest Canal, then on to Ridge End and up to and along
Torkington Lane. (A copy of the detailed description of the boundaries
of the four wards proposed by Mr. Bagnall on behalf of the Stockport
District Labour Party is Appendix "C".)
12.
Mr. Bagnall then drew attention to the fact that his proposal
meant that the district of High Lane would be detached from the suggested
Marple Ward and form part of the suggested Ludlow Ward which would consist
of the largely rural area at the eastern end of Stockport Borough. This
ward would also include Compstall which, he claimed, had an affinity with
the area to the east and had only been included in what was now an existing
Romiley Ward as a result of accident when local government boundaries for
the area had been drawn in 193713*
Mr. Bagnall emphasised that these proposals would mean that the
communities of Bredbury and Itomiley would each constitute a ward of their
own, and that all of Bredbury would be brought together into the one ward
and not remain divided between two wards. He admitted that the community
of Woodley would be divided in part, but this was a community split by a
trunk road anyway.
l*f.
He concluded by urging the adoption of the Labour Party's proposals
on the grounds that they met the review requirements in greater measure than
those in the draft proposals, and the resultant electorates were within the
parameters set in the Commission's draft proposals. He then gave the 1977
electorates for the proposed four wards as Bredbury
Romiley
Marple
Ludworth

10,68?
10,573
9,288
9,28?

He was unable to provide immediately the electorates on the 1976 register
(which were the basis of figures upon, which the draft proposals had been
drawn up) or projected figures for 1981. At my request, Mr. V/ilson,
Chief- Executive, then gave the following electorates for the four wards
proposed by the Stockport District Labour Party:-

1976
Bredbury
Romiley
Marple
Ludworth

'

10,689
10,192
9,1^6
9,287

1981
(estimated)
11,200
10,700
9,300
9,300

Mr. Bagnall indicated that he accepted these figures.
(For the benefit of those present at the meeting, I reminded them
that the smallest and largest electorates for wards in the draft proposals
were 9,156 (1976) and 9,283 (1981) for the Brinnington Ward; and
11,179 (1976) and 11,753 (198l) for the Rorailey and Hazel Grove Wards
respectively.)
15Councillor Hoy Walker speaking for the Bredbury Conservative
Association expressed opposition to the proposals of the Stockport District
Labour Party and support for the draft proposals. The Borough Council had
proposed (and the Commission were adopting) retention of the present north/
south division of the area whereas the Labour Party were proposing an east/
west division. He stated that the former followed the division of the area
into two ecclesiastical parishes and long-standing county and borough
electoral areas. Local community organisations, such as the guides
associations, were arranged on the basis of this division.
addresses followed this division.

Postal district

16.
He submitted that opponents of the Commission1s draft scheme must
prove the need for a reorientation of wards on a different geographical
axis to the present. It appeared that the reason for the alternative {
proposals was to get as many as possible of the Council estates into one
ward. It had been claimed that one of the objects was to bring a community
of one identity into the one ward, yet the alternative proposal would mean
the splitting of Woodley into two halves. The stated object was to bring
the whole of Bredbury into one ward; yet Bredbury was a large diffuse area
comprising separate communities which included Hatherlow, Lower Bredbury,
Bredbury Green and Woodley. He claimed, however, that Woodley was one
community on its own. The Labour Party would bring Bredbury Green into the
same ward as Lower Bredbury; the only thing these two communities had in

common was the-word "Bredbury". Councillor Walker submitted that the
.'"
.•
f/f
y
"
.4 ' '
community of interest of the Bredbury Ward remained very much along the
north-east to south-west axis along the A560 Stockport road - Hyde Road/
Bredbury Station/Woodley Precinct/Woodley Station. As an example he gave
the common concern of those in the area for traffic conditions along the
A560 and other roads off it in the ward.
17.

Mr* Eric Brown spoke for the Woodley Community Council of which

he was chairman. This Council was opposed to the alternative proposals. He
asked why the advocates for a united Bredbury wanted to split Woodley; and
why they should propose to unite parts of Bredbury when the Community
Council formed in 1975 for the district of Bredbury rejected including those
same parts in the area for which it was to accept responsibility. The
Bredbury Community Council had restricted its area of interest to a northeastern boundary which was the railway running from south-east to north-west.
The Woodley Community Council had taken into its area that part of'Bredbury
north east of that line. Now it was proposed to divide the area of Woodley.
He asked why the Labour Party had chosen not to draw their boundary along
Mill Lane and thus avoid splitting the community of Woodley. He suggested
that the Oxford Drive area (how in what is to be the Romiley Ward) had no
affinity with Woodley.- He claimed that the Labour Party was having no regard
for local views and were motivated in their proposals only for party political
reasons. He submitted that the present arrangement of wards, which the "draft
proposals sought to retain, gave a desirable social mix, whereas the
alternative proposals would disturb this - and he declared that he held these
views as a tenant of Council property.
18.
Mr. F. Whalley spoke as a resident of Woodley. He criticised that
the alternative proposals had been advanced without ascertaining local views
of those affected. He submitted a 'petition1 which he said contained 550
names of residents who wanted to remain and vote in their present ward.
19In fact, this consisted of two separate statements which had been:'.
subscribed to by residents of the area. The first is in the following terms:"Bredbury Community Council have proposed that the boundaries of the
present Woodley and Bredbury Wards be changed despite the fact that
when Bredbury Community Council was formed it cut out of Bredbury
large parts of the voters in that ward. These voters were eventually
- admitted into the Woodley Community Council at their own request.
If this proposal is approved by the Government the whole of Woodley
precinct - as well as Woodley Civic Hall - will become a part of
Bredbury and they will extend their boundaries to include all the
parts that they excluded when their community was formed. The rest
of Woodley would then become a part of Homiley and many people
would object to that. Sign below to ask that the boundaries remain
as they are at present. Hands off our Community Council. It has
been much more successful than the Bredbury one."

It has appended to it the signatures and names of 462 persons whose addresses
were given in roads of the neighbourhood of Woodley. The second is in the
following terms:"We, the undersigned, do not agree with the proposal to make the
east side of George Lane and the Thorn Tree estate part of
Romiley Ward"
and it bears the signatures of 84 residents of roads within the area to which
it relates.
20.

Mrs. M. Whalley spoke as a resident of Woodley and voluntary social

worker in Bredbury, Woodley and Bomiley. She said she was opposed to and
.critical of the proposals put forward by Mr. Bagnall. They were a political
move instigated by a small body of small credibility, and were devisive
setting neighbour against neighbour. The identity of Woodley had been ignored.
She supported Councillor Walker's view that Woodley was a strong united
community which should be maintained as one.
21.

Councillor Howe-spoke as a member of Stockport Council and a former

member of the County Council. He objected to the references which had been
made by Mr. Bagnall to Compstall and the proposal to include it in a proposed
Ludlow Ward. He stated that the population of this community had trebled over
the years and that it had a close affinity with Romiley and should remain in
the ward of that name as provided for in the draft proposals.
22.
Mr. S. J. Clarke represented the Harple Conservative Association.
He supported Councillor Howe's views regarding Compstall. He recalled that
the -area of the North and South Marple Wards was that of the Marple Urban
District before local government reorganisation and included the communities of
Mellor, Marple Bridge, Marple, High Lane and Ludworth. These all had an
affinity with Marple and the Marple Community Council was representative of
the whole area southeastwards of the Glossop Road. The 2therow Community
Council was representative of the area northwestwards of this road and this
included Compstall. He regarded the Labour Party proposals as politically
motivated. His association supported the draft proposals and was opposed to
the alternatives which had been advanced by the Labour Party.
23.

Dr. H. F. Ridley spoke for the Stockport Borough Liberal Association

and said that the Borough's proposals for changes in wards had a rippling
effect across the Borough and he wished to refer to the area of Offerton
Green which was outside the area being discussed but which v/as material to it.

9.

He submitted that the* tv/o wards of North and South Marple,in the draft scheme'
be scrapped. The developing area of Offerton Green, should be added to the
area of those tv/o Harple Wards and a new boundary should be drawn which would
give two wards with the following number of voters as per the 1976 register,
namely North Harple 9,100 and South Marpie 9i5^6. He was not able to give an
estimate of the number of voters in 198l but the Chief Executive of Stockport
said that the number of voters in the developing Offerton Green area (which
formed part of the Hazel Grove Ward in the draft proposals) was 950 in 1976
and an estimated 2,000 in 1981. On the basis of these figures, the number
of voters in 1981 in the North and South Marple Wards as proposed by the
Liberal Association would be 10,600 and 9*850 respectively. (There were some
minor differences in the figures being quoted by Dr. Ridley and those in the
draft proposals and being quoted by the Chief Executive, but Dr. Ridley
indicated he accepted the accuracy of figures the Chief Executive was giving.)
2*f.
Mrs. D. Webb spoke as a resident of Woodley and said she had only
heard by accident that it was being proposed that the community of Woodley
should be split; she did not think it right for a decision to be made
regarding people's lives without there first having been consultation with, the
people of the community concerned; and that by and large, people in Woodley
did not know of the public meeting being held that morning.
25»
Councillor Mrs. A. Law a member of Stockport Council represented
the Hazel Grove Conservative Association. She opposed the idea that the area
of Offerton Green should be included in a Marple Ward and submitted that the
affinity of the people of the Offerton Green area was with Haael Grove.
26.
Miss G. Gribble spoke for the Marple and District Liberal Association
and supported the views expressed by Dr. H. Ridley.
27Mr. John Lowe the prospective Labour Party candidate- for the Hazel
Grove Parliamentary Constituency submitted that the Offerton Green area was
part of the Hazel Grove community.
28.
Mr. Bagnall, wishing to reply to some of the points made in respect
of his proposals, said that the old and existing boundaries were irrelevant
and that the whole purpose of the review was to meet the circumstances of
today and over the next five years. The different parts of Sredbury should
be brought together; for example, the people of Bredbury Green which it was
proposed should be in Romiley Ward shopped in Bredbury. Those of Woodley

10.

Community Council had asked why the Labour Party's proposals had not provided
for Mill Lane to be used as the boundary (thus leaving most of Woodley
together); the fact was that Mill Lane as a road "petered out" and there
was no feature to use as a boundary to join with the borough boundary;
and in any event, it was necessary to use the canal as the boundary to balance
the number of voters and make for equal representation. On the allegation
of bringing the council estates into one ward for political gain, he claimed
that in his proposed Bredbury Ward there would be four council estates and
eight private estates; and in his proposed Homiley Ward there would be three
.council estates and a number of private estates and that was surely a social
mix. He alleged that the petition which had been presented was misguided
and many subscribing their names to it were not aware of what they were
signing. As to the community of High Lane, he claimed that it had no affinity
with Marple as was evidenced by the move that had been made prior to local
government reorganisation in 197^ when it had been sought for that community
to remain in the County of Cheshire.
29Mr. Sric Brown denied that Mill Lane could not have been used as an
acceptable ward boundary.
30.
Mr. S« Clarke submitted that the Offerton Green area was part of the
Hazel Grove community and voiced strong opposition to the proposal of the
Liberal Association for putting it with Marple, and to their proposed two
Marple wards.
(This concluded all the submissions regarding this area.)
SUBMISSIONS re HAZEL GROVE WARD
31-

Dr. H. Hidley again spoke for the Stockport Borough Liberal

Association.

He referred to the proposal in the draft scheme for the boundary

of the Hazel Grove Ward to be drawn along the AS thus dividing off the area
south of the A6 which was part of Hazel Grove and including that area in the
Ladybrook Ward.

His Association had the strongest possible objection to this.

This area was essentially a part of the Hazel Grove community and part of the
area represented by the Hazel Grove Community Council.
within Hazel Grove.

The area should be

He appreciated that if it were to remain within the

Hazel Grove Ward the number of voters in that ward would be too large, but
the suggestion he had made earlier for transferring the Offerton Green area
into the Marple Ward would compensate for the addition of the area of Hazel
Grove which was south of the A6.

He maintained that Offerton Green was not

11.

part of Hazel Grove and in support of that claim he quoted a recent decision
given by the Secretary of State for the iiivironment when dismissing an appeal
against a refusal of planning permission for residential development on land
between Offerton Green and Hazel Grove. In that decision the following
statements had been made:"There are few places in this part of the Greater Manchester
conurbation where there is approved green belt but the area
. between Hazel Grove and Offerton Green ... is one."
"The development of this land ... would virtually eliminate
this open area and bring about the merging of the developed
areas of Offerton and Hazel Grove that it is the primary
purpose of this rare piece of established green belt to keep
permanently separated."
Describing part of the road that links Offerton Green to Hazel Grove these
words had been used in the decision:"narrow, poorly aligned, unlit, with intermittant footpath
provision and signs that warn of both an uneven and
slippery surface".
Dr. Ridley again urged that the area south of the A6 be included with the
rest of Hazel Grove to the north of that road.
32.
Councillor John Ashworth spoke as a member of the Stockport Council
and a councillor for the area before local government reorganisation in 197^*
He submitted' that the proposal to detach the area south of the A6 from the
rest of Hazel Grove was absurd; and there was no foundation in the argument
that the A6 at this point divided the town. He regarded the proposal as
administrative nonsense just to get the figures right. He reminded the
meeting that even in the days of the previous Hazel Grove and Bramhall Urban
District Council it had been decided that the area of Bramhall Moor, between
the railway and the A6, was part of Hazel Grove.
33Mr. J. Lowe (who had previously spoken on the Offerton Green
situation in regard to the Marple Wards) said that Hazel Grove was an example
of one of the strongest communities, and the area south of the A6 should
never be divorced from the rest of the community. He appreciated that if
added back to the rest of Hazel Grove some other adjustment would need to be
made to the proposed boundaries both to reduce the number of voters in the •
Hazel Grove Ward and to maintain the numbers in the Ladybrook Ward. He
suggested that adjustment could best be met by looking to an adjustment of
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the boundary in the Norbury Moor area by, for example, taking a boundary
along Cavendish Road instead of, as currently proposed, Peak Lane and Chester
Road.
34.
Mrs. M. Forty spoke for the Bramhall Community Council and submitted
that the area of Hazel Grove south of the A6 must remain with the Hazel Grove
ward as it was part of the same community.
35.
Councillor Mrs. A. Law stated that the Hazel Grove Community Council
was not represented at the meeting because it was politically disunited. She
was personally against the A6 being used as a dividing line through Hazel
Grove, but regretfully she accepted the view that it was necessary to make this
*
division to achieve the required balancing of numbers of voters. She submitted
that the -draft proposal should be adopted.
'(This concluded the submissions regarding the Hazel Grove area.)
SUBMISSIONS re LAPYBROOK AND POWNALL WASPS

36.
Dr. H« Ridley again spoke for the Stockport Borough Liberal
Association. He referred to the proposals in the draft scheme which provided
for the area covered by the Pownall and Ladybrook Wards to be divided by a
boundary running generally from north to south. He stated that early in the
period of consultations two meetings had been held, one in the Bramhall area
and the other in the Woodford area - both of which areas were represented by
community councils. At each of these meetings the consensus of opinion
expressed had been in favour of the area being divided electorally into a north
and south area (that is by a boundary running generally from east to west).
He proposed that such a division be made by an east/west boundary drawn along
the Lady Brook, the eastern and southeastern boundaries of the Fir Road/Colwyn
Road Estate, Bramhall Lane South, Carr Wood Road and Manor Road. By this
division most of Bramhall would be united in one ward (Bramhall Green would be
with Bramhall Park) while'the southern'ward would contain the community of
Woodford extending up to and including the area of Bramhall Park Golf Course.
He stated that the number of voters in his proposed two wards would be currently
9,^68 for his northern ward and 8,?Mf for his southern ward. He was unable to
give figures for 198l. (These figures were calculated on the basis that the
area of Bramhall Moor south of the A6 were included in the Hazel Grove Ward
and not in Ladybrook Ward as in the Commission's draft proposals.)

37.

Mr. P* Wadsworth spoke as representative for the Bramhall
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Conservative Association and said that body supported the proposals of the
Commission, and objected to the boundary proposed by the Liberal Association.
It would split existing communities and had no regard to a new estate at
Pownall Green south of Colwyn Road. He submitted that the communities east
and west of Bramhall Lane were separate ones and had little or no affinity
with each other, and the boundary to divide the area should run north to
south and could best be drawn down Bramhall Lane South.
58.
Councillor Leah, a member of Stockport Council represented the
Cheadle Division Liberal Association- He submitted that a small area of
Pownall Ward consisting of properties in Hylton Drive, Manor.Close, Ladybrook
Road, and on the east side of Ravenoak Road should be included in Cheadle
Hulme South Ward on the grounds that this area had long been part of Cheadle
Hulme, the association of the people who lived there was with Cheadle Hulme,
and that the Cheadle Hulme War Memorial was in this area on a site on the
east side of Ravenoak Road.
39.
Dr. Ridley denied the accuracy of the statement of Mr. Wadsworth
and said that the area abreast of Bramhall Lane was a single community.
(This concluded the submissions regarding the area of the
proposed Ladybrook and Pownall Wards•)
SUBMISSIONS re WESTERN GROUP OF WARDS

*fO.
Councillor Brian Leah again spoke for the Gheadle Division Liberal
Association. He first referred to the boundary proposed between the Cheadle
and 3dgeley Wards and stated that as drawn it left a few scattered properties
with some ten voters between the River Mersey and the M63 motorway most
inconveniently situated when it came to voting if they had to vote in the
Edgeley Ward; and he proposed that the boundary should be re-drawn along
the line of the old boundary of the former County Borough of Stockport thereby
including these ten voters in the proposed Cheadle Ward.
4l.
Councillor Leah then referred to the boundary between the Cheadle
and Cheadle Hulme North Wards in the vicinity of Wilmslow Road (Schools Hill).
He contended that the area of residential property, containing some 200 voters,
around Valley Road and The Spinney (between Cheadle Road and Schools Hill)
should be included in Cheadle Ward and not Cheadle Hulme North Ward as their
affinity was with the'area of the former and not the latter. He spoke for the

14.

Liberal Association in this respect but he claimed that this view was also
supported by the Heald Green Ratepayers Association and the Stockport Labour
Party. He was unable to suggest a precise boundary but was satisfied that
one could be found through the grounds of Bruntwood Hall and the school to
the east which fronted on to Cheadle Road.
if2.

He then turned to the boundary between the Heald Green and Cheadle

Hulme South Wards in the vicinity of Etchells Road, Vernon dose and the
development taking place on the site of Bradshaw Hall. He spoke critically
of the way this boundary had been drawn. It put four council houses in
Etchells Road, and houses recently built and others about to be built, into
the proposed Heald Green Ward. He submitted that the four council houses
and the other residential properties were a continuation of the residential
neighbourhood to the east; that the four houses should be in Cheadle Hulme
North Ward; and that the other residential properties in the Bradshaw Hall
area were separated from the residential area of Heald Green Ward by an area
of open space through which it was intended the proposed new M3^ motorway
should run. He urged that the boundary be drawn along the route of the
proposed motorway so that this residential area should also be included in
the Cheadle Hulme South Ward, with which it had a natural affinity, and not
in the Heald Green Ward*
^3Councillor A. Stenson spoke not only as a member of Stockport Council
but also as representative of the Heald Green & Long; Lane Ratepayers
Association- He supported the views expressed by Councillor Leah and urged
upon the Commission a change in the boundary so as to put the voters in
the development area of Bradshaw Hall into the Cheadle Hulme South Ward. He
regarded it as ridiculous to include this area in Heald Green Ward separated as
it was from that area by open space through which a motorway was to run. He
claimed that the draft proposals in this area had been dictated solely by the .
desire to achieve a balance in the number of voters and without any regard to
people, and he urged that the latter should be the first consideration.
**4.
Councillor Leah then criticised the boundary in the draft proposals
between the Cheadle Hulme South and North Wards in the vicinity of Turves Road
by Vernon Close. The effect of this was to put some 102 voters living on the
south side of Turves Road into the North Ward whereas all the other voters on
the south side of that road and other roads to the south would be in the South
Ward. He urged that the boundary be simplified and drawn along the centre of
Turves Road.
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^5»
If all his several propositions were adopted the estimated
electorate in 198l for the wards concerned would be of the order of Cheadle
Cheadle Hulme North

10,000
10,200

Heald Green
Cheadle Hulme South

11,200
12,000

If the figure for Cheadle Hulme South was considered too large and unacceptable,
then Councillor Leah suggested that some adjustment to the figures should be
sought by the transfer of a small area in the vicinity of Acre Lane and Grove
Lane to the proposed Pownall Ward*
k6.
Councillor Stenson commented that if this course was found to be
necessary - then so be it.
V?.
In response to my question, Mr. Wilson stated that whilst there was
a proposal to construct a new road as an improvement of the A3*f and a route
had been projected which took it on a line running from north to south through
the existing open space which lay to 'the west of the Bradshaw Hall housing
development scheme (south of 2tchells Road), this was a very long term plan.
No precise route had as yet been defined and there was no likelihood of the
road scheme being proceeded with within the next ten years.
(This concluded the submissions concerning the western
group of wards.)
OTHSR SUBMISSIONS

**&.
. In response to the opportunity given, the following further
submissions were made.
^9.
Mr- J. Lowe who had spoken previously on two matters, questioned the
appropriateness of the name of "Pownall" for one of the wards. He acknowledged
that the name had been used in the Urban District before local government
reorganisation in 197^- However, he pointed out that there were features
bearing the name of "Fownall" which would be outside the area of the Pownall.
Ward, such as Pownall Green and Pownall Park Hotel. He submitted that the name
of "Bramhall" should be used in the naming of this ward.
50Mr. P. Wadsworth of the Sramhall Conservative Association pointed out
that a similar situation to the use of the name "Pownall" arose with the name
"Bramhall". There fell within the area of the proposed Ladybrook Ward as well

as the Pownall Ward a number of features which included the name of Bramhall.
51.
Mr. A. Mclntosh of the Cheadle Conservative Association said that
his Association' was opposed to the proposals which had been advanced for the
changing of boundaries of wards in the draft scheme. These in many cases
would be following imaginary lines - features which were not properly defined
on the ground. His Association supported the draft scheme of the Commission.
52.
In response to the opportunity offered to him to make any final
submission for the 3orough Council, Mr. A. Wilson, its Chief Executive, made
the following comments. As regards the situation of Romiley and Sredbury
Wards, the proposed division on a north/west line had been carefully considered
but discarded as inappropriate. No ground could be found for changing the
present "ward boundaries for this area, there were good grounds for retaining
them and their present identities, and the numbers of voters met the criteria.
There were no main centres in either of these two districts which justified
forming two new wards around them. If the alternative proposals were to be
adopted it would create similar problems and grounds for criticism as were
being advanced as reasons for not adopting the Commission's draft proposals.
The proposed inclusion of Woodley into Homiley was not favoured. These two
areas were separated by a high ridge much of which was open space. On the
other hand, there might be grounds for including the residential pocket of
Oxford Drive (consisting of about *tOO voters and now in the Somiley Ward) in
Bredbury Ward; but such an addition, if thought appropriate, would require
some compensatory adjustment elsewhere between the two wards. In that event,
he offered for consideration a pocket south of Berrycroft Lane and School
Brow which contained about a similar number of voters.
53.
Turning to the situation of the Marpie Wards, Mr. Wilson said that
the alternative proposal which provided for a Ludlow Ward extending over a
very wide area must be regarded as nonsensical. It v/ould contain many
communities with few common interests. There was no affinity between High
Lane in the south and Compstall in the north. He also drew attention to the
widely differing views and contradictory arguments which had been expressed
that day. In the submissions regarding the wards of Heald Green and Cheadle
Hulme South, and Hazel Grove, the division of a small open space was seen as
a barrier to be used to divide one ward from another. On the other hand," the
advocates of a new pattern for the Romiley, Bredbury and Marple Wards saw no
such similar problem arising from wide areas of open space between communities.
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5*f.
He then referred, to the submissions, as to the Hazel Grove Ward.
It had been claimed that the area south of the A6 must be united with that
part of Hazel Grove to the north. The proposition to include the southern
pocket in the Ladybrook Ward had been made by the Borough Council to meet
the necessity to achieve a balanced number of voters. The A6 was proposed
as a boundary between wards elsewhere in the Borough without objection being
raised. Why not in Ilazel Grove?
55.
The transfer of the area of Offerton Green to a Marple Ward was not
favoured. Offerton Green was separated from Marple by an area of open space
known as Danbank which formed a natural barrier. .He confirmed that Offerton
Green was also separated from Hazel Grove by open space but this was a narrow
corridor. He expressed the viev; that if the decision should be made to
include the pocket south of the A6 in Hazel Grove Ward, a compensatory
adjustment was necessary and that in that case the solution ought probably
to be sought in the Norbury Moor area.
56.
As regards the western group of wards, he stated that he accepted
the suggested alteration between the Cheadle and £dgeley V/ards to provide
convenience for the ten voters concerned. He believed the Council would have
no strong view one way or the other on the proposed adjustment concerning the
voters in the pocket of Valley Road and The Spinney. He also accepted the
views expressed about the boundary affecting four Council houses in Etchells
Road. But he could not agree with the adjustment proposed for the area
containing the development on the Bradshaw Hall site. He affirmed that no
route had been defined for the proposed new road and in any event no such
road would be built in the review period (that is before 1981); and there
was no suitable feature to use as an alternative boundary between the Heald
Green and Cheadle Hulme South V/ards at this point. However, should the decision
be made to include the Bradshaw Hall development in the.--latter . Ward then some
compensatory adjustment of boundaries would be necessary to achieve a balanced
number of voters.' In that event, he suggested the solution should be sought
in the area north of Moss Lane in the southeast of Cheadle Hulme South Ward.
57*
There being no further representations or other submissions
forthcoming, the meeting ended.
58.
After the meeting had been terminated, I was handed on behalf of
Councillor K. Greenhough, a member of the Stockport Council, a statement
bearing the signatures of fourteen persons with addresses in Woodley v/hich
was in the following terms:. •
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"We, the undersigned residents of Woodley (i.e. that part which
would go into Homiley V/ard under Labour proposals) who would
be affected by the proposed amendment to the Local Government
V/ard Boundary, utterly reject this scheme, which would split
a long established community and divorce our representatives on
the Stockport M.B.C. from our shopping centre, church, public
houses, clubs, community centre, branch library and all the
problems that these facilities might encounter,"
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
. - --„.,— .
,
—
•
.
.

!

59On the day immediately preceding the day of the local meeting I
viewed some of the areas of Stockport which were the subject of written
representations to the Commission on their draft proposals. At the
conclusion of the local meeting I spent .the rest of that day and part of
the following day in viewing other areas which were the subject of
representations, and re-viewing some of those areas I had previously seen
but thought it necessary to revisit in the light of oral representations
made at the meeting.
60.
I also requested of the Chief Executive of Stockport - and
subsequently received - information regarding the number of voters on the
1976 register and his projection of the number of voters in 1981 in
respect of a number of areas to which I thought I would need to have regard
in ray deliberations.
61.
I considered carefully all the representations which had been
made in this matter both in writing direct to the Commission and orally at
the local meeting. A number of those persons or bodies submitting written
representations did not appear at the local meeting but, except in one case,
the views they had expressed were all brought out by others at the meeting.
The exception was views expressed by Councillor R. Childs in a letter to
the Commission dated 28th February 1977 that the area south of Cheadle Old
Road which is currently in an Edgeley V/ard should, on grounds of community
ties, remain in the Edgeley V/ard. I have had regard to these views.
62.
The remainder of this report contains the conclusions I have
reached and my recommendations in the light of those conclusions.
CONCLUSIONS

6"3Generally. No representations were made in writing or orally
regarding (a) the proposal that the Council of the Metropolitan Borough of
Stockport should consist of 63 councillors and that the Borough should be
divided into 21 wards each electing three councillors, or (b") in relation
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to the boundaries of the wards of
Brinnington
Manor
Great Moor
Davenport
There is no need, therefore, for me

Heaton Mersey
Heaton Moor
North Reddish
South Reddish.
to express any views in these respects.

6*t.
Hazel Grove. I deal first with representations submitted in
respect of this ward because the adoption of one of the proposals advanced
at the local meeting for an alteration to the Hazel Grove Ward would be
of material significance in dealing with the representations made in respect
of the Bredbury/Homiley/Korth and South Marple Wards.
65. .
In the written representation made direct to the Commission, and
in the oral submissions made at the local meeting, strong objection was
voiced to the proposed Hazel Grove Ward and there was common ground for that
objection. This was that an area bounded by Bramhall Moor Lane, London
Road (A6), Chester Hoad and the Hazel Grove to Cheadle Heath railway (which
for convenience I hereafter refer to as the 'Bramhall Moor pocket1) should
form part of the Hazel Grove Ward and not part of the Ladybrook Ward. The
arguments were that this area was part of the town of Hazel Grove and it
had little or no affinity with the area south of the railway and the rest
of the Ladybrook Ward. It was acknowledged that the A6 through the .centre
of 'Hazel Grove was a wide road but it was claimed that this formed no barrier
so as to divide the main part of the township to the north of the A6 from
the Bramhall Moor pocket to the south. One submission was that the town of
Hazel Grove was the best example of a very close knit community with its
own identity and that the Bramhall Moor pocket was an essential part of it.
No dissent was expressed.to these views. The claim for the Council was,
however, that the inclusion of the Bramhall Moor pocket in the neighbouring
Ladybrook Ward was essential in order to meet the requirements as to
achieving a balance of representation in terms of numbers of voters. The
pocket contained some 1,410 voters and their addition to the Hazel Grove Ward
would cause the number of voters in that ward to be well in excess of an
acceptable number to give equal representation. The only other voice not
assenting to the objections was Councillor Mrs. Law who said she agreed
that the area was part of Hazel Grove and she personally regretted that it
was proposed to include it in Ladybrook Ward, but she thought it was the only
course of action to adopt fco meet the situation and for that reason she
supported the draft proposal. As to the objections to the A6 being used as
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a ward boundary, the spokesman for the Council pointed out that it was
proposed to use this road elsewhere in the Borough as a boundary between
wards and in these cases there had been no objection and no claim that
it was devisive of those other communities which extended across that road.
66.
The Bramhall Moor pocket is a small area divided by a railway
running from northwest to southeast. The northeastern part- of the 'pocket
contains 1,112 voters and is essentially a residential area of older type
properties, much in character with the residential area immediately to the
north of London Road (A6). The southwestern part of the pocket is mainly
an industrial estate but with some housing most of which is of more modern
construction than that in the northeastern part of the pocket. The number
of voters here is 310.
6?.
From the views I heard and from my inspection of the area I am
in no doubt that there are strong community ties between the Bramhall Moor
pocket and the town centre of Hazel Grove. Those ties are, perhaps, not
quite so strong in relation to the southwestern part of the pocket which
lies between the tv/o railways; nevertheless, the identity of this latter
area is more to the town centre of Hazel Grove than it is to the area south
of the Hazel Grove to Cheadle Heath railway.
68.
The Council, however, had a duty in the preparation of a draft
scheme for Stockport to divide the borough into wards so that the ratio
of the number of voters to the number of Councillors to be elected in each
ward shall be, as nearly as may be, the same in every ward. It is a
secondary consideration, though no less desirable of achievement, to have
regard to any local ties which would be broken by the fixing of any
particular boundary. The Stockport Council had the problem of including
some part of what is regarded as the community of Hazel Grove into the
neighbouring ward* I have had to consider whether their choice of area was
the right one. I was not enamoured by the argument put to me for the Council
that the A6 had been used elsewhere as a ward .boundary - so why not in
Hazel Grove? Hazel Grove is much more identifiable as a single community
than other neighbourhoods abreast the A6 nearer to the town centre of
Stockport.
69Throughout the several stages so far completed of the review of
electoral arrangements for Stockport, the Hazel Grove Constituency Liberal
Association have proposed that the Bramhall Moor pocket should be included
in the Hazel Grove Ward and that the area of Offerton Green.north of Hazel

Grove, should not. At the local meeting-the Association's spokesman put
tKese views and submitted that the Offerton Green area should be included
injwith the area of the Marple Wards. It was his argument that the Offerton
Green area had no affinity with Hazel Grove from which it was separated
by an area of open space; and .he quoted a recent planning appeal decision
to support this view. It was admitted at the local meeting that the.
proposal to include the Offerton Green area in the area of the Marple Wards
was the Association's proffered solution to the problem of the excess
number of voters in Hazel Grove Ward if the Bramhall Moor pocket was to be
included in that ward - as the Association quite vehemently argued it should
be.

70.
The Offerton Green area which has been the subject of these
representations is generally bounded by the Goyt valley in the north, the
Poise Brook in the west, and Torkington Brook in the east; and it is
separated from Hazel Grove in the south by an area of open space north of
the Poise Brook which generally turns and flows east to west at this point.
The core of residential property in this area is south of the A626 StockportGlossop road and this is being enlarged by new development taking place in
the area of Bosden Farm between the Offerton and Bean Leach Roads. On the
1976 register this area contained 1,3^*0 voters but the number in 198l is
estimated to be 2,600.
71.
At first sight the proposed inclusion of the Offerton Green area
in the Marple Wards appeared to have attraction for solving the Hazel Grove
problem with the added advantage of increasing the number of voters in the
Marple Wards which were below average. However, the overwhelming majority
view expressed at the local meeting was that the Offerton Green area had no
affinity with the area of Marple to the east and that those living in the
area look to Hazel Grove for their community services. As a result of my
inspection of the area I confirmed this view. The open space which separates
the residential area of Offerton Green from the communities to the north and
east are extensive while the open space between it and the built up area of
Hazel Grove will not be very wide, comparatively speaking, when development
currently in progress is completed. As regards the possibility of Offerton
Green being included with communities to the west (which was not advanced
at the local meeting), there is no doubt that those living in the area have
some association in that direction because the A626 provides their most
direct route with the centre of Stockport. However, the number of voters in
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the proposed wards to the west of Offerton Green rules out any consideration
of their numbers being added into the wards - to the west.
72.
I therefore recommend that the proposal of the Liberal Association
that Offerton Green should not be included in the Hazel Grove Ward be not
adopted; and accordingly consider that the solution to the problem of the
Hazel Grove Ward should be sought elsewhere.
73At the meeting Mr. Lowe, suggested that an adjustment to the Hazel
Grove Ward boundary in compensation for the addition of the Bramhall Moor
pocket should be found in the Norbury Moor area; and he tentatively
suggested a boundary between the Ladybrook and Hazel Grove Wards along
Cavendish Road. The Council's spokesman agreed that if an alternative had
to be found for the Bramhall Moor pocket this was probably the area in which
to look. Having inspected the area and made my own enquiries, I agree.
The number of voters in the Peak Lane/Chester Road/Cavendish Road area is
only 7**0 which I regard as insufficient to compensate for the Bramhall Moor
pocket. The number in the larger area between Macclesfield Road/^eak Lane/
Chester Road and the Hazel Grove-Cheadle Heath and Stockport-Middlewood
railways is 2,000. The inclusion of the Bramhall Moor pocket in Hazel Grove
Ward and of the Chester Road/tyacclesfield Road pocket in Ladybrook Ward
would mean that the number of voters in those two wards wouldrespectively
be 9,791 and 10,322 for 1976/7 and 11,163 and 11,637 in 1981.
7^»
The inclusion of the Chester Road/Macclesfield Road pocket in
Ladybrook Ward will, no doubt, give rise to some objection on the same grounds
as have been raised in respect of the Bramhall Moor pocket, namely that the
former area also has ties with the community of Hazel Grove. No doubt those
living in, the former area regard themselves as part of the wider community
of Hazel Grove. It cannot be denied, however, that these ties cannot have
,the strength of those living in the Bramhall Moor pocket which is much nearer
to the centre of Hazel Grove and been there much longer. I recommend jthat
the Bramhall Moor pocket be included in the Hazel Grove Ward and the
Chester Road/Hacclesfield Road pocket be included in the Ladybrook Ward.
75Bredbury and Romiley. The Labour Party have proposed that the area
of the Bredbury/Romiley/North and South Marple Wards should be divided in
another way, and their grounds for so doing are set out earlier in this
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report. Their, proposed north/south division of the Bredbury/Romiley Wards
(less a small part containing Compstall) was supported by views in writing
of the Bredbury Community Council which was not represented at the local
meeting. A substantial majority of those speaking on this matter at the
local meeting were opposed to the Labour Party's proposals.
76.
Nevertheless, on the face of it, their proposition of a north/
south division of the area appeared to be based on good grounds which
merited equal consideration with the proposed east/west division. The
former would group the several neighbourhoods of Bredbury into one ward;
the number of voters in the proposed two wards would be nicely balanced at
near to the desirable average for the whole borough; and I agreed with the
view- expressed by Mr. Bagnall that the retention of existing boundaries
for the sake of making no change was not a ground in itself .for adopting
that course, and that the purpose of the current review of electoral
arrangements was to effect any changes which met the provisions of the 1972
Act and were considered necessary to meet the needs of the situation as
existing and over the next five years. Therefore, I was not impressed by
any argument advanced or implied by opponents to the Labour Partyfs proposals
which might be motivated by a wish simply to preserve the status quo.
77 •
fowever, I found the Labour Party's proposals not to be entirely
consistent with the arguments advanced in their favour. The stated grounds
were to bring together communities with local ties - the statutory provisions
requiring that regard shall be had to this factor. The Party's north/south
division, however, not only admittedly split the neighbourhood of Woodley
but also by drawing their boundary along George's Lane and Barrack Hill
split the residential neighbourhood which extended westwards from the Peak
Forest Canal. The two petitions presented to me at the meeting voiced
strong opposition to both these proposed divisions. Notwithstanding the
doubt raised by Mr. Bagnall as to the true strength of feeling reflected
in these documents (a doubt usually expressed with any petitions and, in my
experience, often with justification), I am in no doubt in this case that
there is strong local feeling of objection, which is justified, to the
north/south division of this area as proposed by the Labour Party in their
objections to the draft scheme.
780
However, I have considered whether a north/south division is not
a possibility so that the various parts of Bredbury with claimed local ties

could be included in one ward, thereby satisfying req.uireBien^s;-te-:v/hich"the Commission should have

regard, yet at the same time not dividing other well

established communities. A north/south boundary drawn north of the A560
along Mill Lane, and south of the A^60 along the Peak Forest Canal (which
is a prominent and dividing feature through the built-up area) seemed worth
exploring, A boundary so drawn would result in almost equal electorates in
the two wards so created.

However, two factors argue against this boundary.

First, the area extending around the road junction of Stockport RoadEast/
Redhouse Lane and George's Street, and the road junction of Hyde Road and
Smithy Green undoubtedly has an identity of interest and strong local ties
with the residential areas to the north and east of the railways which join
at Woodley Junction. A boundary along Mill Lane and the Peak Forest Canal
would divide this area. Secondly, such a north/south division would join
most of Woodley with Romiley to the south from which it is physically
separated by a high ridge of open land, and strong opposition to this
arrangement has been voiced in the representations.
79I also share the view expressed by Councillor Walker that the
community of Woodley and the main part of Bredbury seem to have a single
identity which is associated along the corridor of the A^60 road which is
a radial route into and out of Stockport town centre. Furthermore, I have
concluded that the argument for uniting all parts of Bredbury is diminished
by the fact that the residential neighbourhoods of Bredbury Green and Lower
Bredbury are not physically linked as closely with the main centre of
Bredbury, as is Woodley.

I have therefore concluded that a north/south

division of this area is wrong in principle, and I recommend that the
arrangement in the draft -proposals be adopted subject to one important
variation.
80.
The views expressed at the local meeting, and ray own enquiries
and inspection of the area have shown that the residential area around the
roads of Oxford and Cambridge Drives and containing some ^00 voters is
essentially a part of the Woodley township even though it is currently in
the ward of Rbmiley and is proposed to remain there in the draft proposals.
I acknowledge that Mr. Brown expressed the view at the meeting that the
Oxford Drive area had no affinity with Woodley, but I cannot accept that,
nor is that the view held in the area, I therefore recommend that the
boundary between the Bredbury and iRomiley Wards be varied to include in
Bredbury Ward the residential area of Oxford Drive.
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81.
In order to maintain equality of representation, in- terms of
number of voters, the adoption of this change requires that a1 small
compensatory variation be made elsewhere to the proposed boundary betv/een
these two wards. I agree with a suggestion proffered at the local meeting
and I recommend that the small area of Bredbury Green (most of which
neighbourhood is already proposed to be included in the Romiley Ward)
which is bounded by Harrytown/Berrycroft Lane/School Brow and Gorsey Brow/
Bredbury Green be included in the Romiley Ward.
-'
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82.
If my recommendations in this matter are adopted, the number of
voters in the two wards would be as follows :-

1976
10,*K)6
1

Bredbury
Rorailey

1981
ll,040

83North and South Marple. ;7-r 1316- Labour Party in their representations
proposed that the area of these two wards, together with an eastern part of
the Romiley Ward which includes Compstall, should be divided generally on a
north/south line to give a Marple Ward and a Ludlow Ward which would each
have 9i300 voters in 1981. The Marple Ward would contain most of Marple
town and extend westwards south of the River Goyt to the boundary of the
Hazel Grove Ward, and southwards to take in Hawk Green. Their proposed
Ludlow Ward would extend from just south of Werneth Low in the north down to
and including High Lane in the south. It would contain the largely rural
areas in the east of the Borough of Stockport and include the scattered
communities of Compstall, Marple Bridge, Mellor and High Lane. The grounds
advanced by the Labour Party in favour of their proposals were that they
better met the statutory criteria than those in the draft proposals as
regards equality of representation and local ties.
84.
The Liberal Association proposed an alternative arrangement for
wards in this area but theirs provided for the area of Offerton Green to be
included. They proposed first, a North Marple Ward which included the
western part of the built-up area of Marple and extended westwards south of
the River Goyt to take in the area of Offerton Green; and secondly, a
South Marple Ward which included the eastern part of Marple itself and
extended eastwards and southwards to the Borough boundary to take in such
communities as Hawk Green, High Lane, Mellor and Marple Bridge.

26.

85»
I have earlier referred to the objections raised to these proposals
at the local meeting. Only the representative for the Marple Liberal
Association spoke in support of the Liberal Association's proposals, but
written representations expressing similar support had been received earlier
from the persons and groups named in paragraph 4(d) of this report.
86.
I have already reported regarding the proposal that the Offerton
Green area be included in with the Marple Wardsf and I have recommended
against that and given my reasoning therefor. Without the inclusion of that
area the proposal of the Liberal Association for the Marple Wards falls to
the ground.
8?As regards the Labour Party's proposals, I have earlier reported
on their proposals as they affected the proposed Bredbury and Romiley Wards
and I have recommended that they be not adopted but the draft proposals
should be - with a small but important variation. Thus I have recommended
that the Compstall area should be in the Rorniley Ward, whereas the Labour
Party's proposal provided for it to be in their proposed Ludlow Ward.
However, I carefully considered their proposal, providing as it did for a
north/south division of the Marple area as against the east/west division
in the draft proposals, for numerically the total number of voters would
just about allow this even without the some 560 voters being included from
the Compstall area.
88.
The division of this area into wards presents particular difficulty
as compared with the rest of the Borough because of its rural nature, its
general configuration, and the scattered distribution of voters outside of
Marple itself.
89* 1 have concluded, however, and recommend that the Labour Party's
proposals should not be adopted because this arrangement or any other similar
north/south division does not meet the statutory requirements as well as
those in the draft proposals; the Ludlow Ward would have covered a very wide
area and have been composed, apart from part of Marple town, "of a number of
widely scattered small communities some of which would have been several
miles apart with little or no community ties. 1 therefore recommend the
adoption of the North and South Marple Wards as in the draft proposals.
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90.
Ladybrook and Pownall. The Borough Liberal Association expressed,
objections to the Pownall and Ladybrook Wards on the grounds that the
division of this area into those two wards did not have due regard to the
community ties which existed. They proposed that the area should be
divided generally from west to east rather than from north to south as in
the draft proposals. However, no one disputed the proposal that the area
south of the Poynton to Cheadle Hulme railway should be in the proposed
Pownall Ward. The concern was for the area of Bramhall north of this
railway, and they proposed that a generally east-west division should be
made along a line drawn from east to west along the La'dy Brook to and
along the general line of the residential properties on the east side of
Colwyn Road to Bramha11 Lane South, northwards along that road to and
along Carr Wood Soad and Manor Road. The number of voters in 198l in
their proposed two wards was estimated to be 10,500 for the northern ward
and 9»100 for the southern ward.
91.
This proposal was objected to by the Bramhall Conservative
Association and found no favour with the Borough Council.
92.
The Cheadle Liberal Association expressed the view that a small
area of the Povnall Ward in the draft proposals should not be included in
that ward but in the Cheadle Hulme South Ward. This small area was betv/een
Ladybrook Road and Bramhall Park Golf Course in the east, and Ravenoak
Road and Park fioad in the west. The claim made was that this small pocket
had been part of Cheadle Hulme and not part of Bramhall, was still part of
the community of Cheadle Hulme, and that the Cheadle Hulme War Memorial
was situated in this area.
93*
Having inspected this whole area, I have concluded that there is
little to choose between a north/south or an east/west division of this
Bramhall district on grounds of community ties. That this area has to be
divided by an electoral boundary has not been disputed. On balance I take
the view that the residential properties north and south of Carr Wood Road
and Manor Road have a common interest, and a boundary along that road is
not the most desirable. This view also applies to the residential area
abreast of Ladybrook Road and Manor Road in the pocket which the Cheadle
Hulme Liberal Association wish to see in the ward of that name. The dividing
boundary for this area in the draft proposals is along Bramhall Lane South the A5102 - a main radial road into Stockport town centre. This road has
hitherto been an electoral boundary dividing this area and I consider it
should continue to be so used.

9*f.

As stated, the estimated numbers of voters in 198l given for the

two wards in the Liberal Association's proposal were 10,500 for the northern
ward and 9,100 for the southern ward, on the assumption that the Bramhall
Moor pocket was to be included in the Hazel Grove Ward. However, although
my recommendation is that the Bramhall Moor pocket should go into the
Hazel Grove Ward, this is on the basis that the Chester Road/Macclesfield
Road pocket should come out of the Hazel Grove Ward and be included in the
Ladybrook Ward - or under the Liberal Association's proposals into their
northern ward:

this increases the estimated number of voters in their

proposed ward to 12,500.
95On these figures, I have to conclude that their proposal is
unacceptable in terms of number of voters and, for the reason I have given
as to local ties, I also do not favour an east/west division of the area
as against a north/south one.
96.

Also, for reasons already stated, I find no special community

tie which justifies the small pocket west of Ladybrook Road being included
in the Cheadle Hulme Ward and I formed the view that this proposition
would probably not have been .advanced but for the fact that, due to the
incidence of the past, a former local government administrative boundary
separated this pocket of residential property from that immediately to
the east in the neighbourhood of Bramhall Park. I also do not consider
that the situation of a war memorial is relevant to the considerations I
must have in making recommendations in this matter; and in any event, I
am of the view that local public feeling and regard for that memorial is
not likely to be affected by the drawing of an electoral boundary on
one side or another of the memorial.
97.
I therefore recommend that the proposals of the Stockport Borough
Liberal Association and of the Cheadle Hulme Liberal Association which
relate to the Pownall and Ladybrook Wards in the draft proposals be not
adopted.
98.

It is here that I must deal with the representations which were

made towards the close of the local meeting by Mr. Lowe and Mr. Wadsworth
regarding the naming of these two wards as "Pownall" .and "Ladybrook".
Mr. Lowe thought "Pownall'1 inappropriate and suggested that the name of
"Bramhall" ought to be considered. They each and respectively pointed out
that named features incorporating both "Pownall" and "Bramhall" were to be
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found in both
the proposed
Ladybrook
and Pownall
Wards.
I•• have
also
r
c
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observed that the name "Ladybrook" features in the Pownall V/ard
(e.g. Ladybrook Road), and that the waterway "Lady Brook" (from which
-I understand
the name for the ward was taken) not only flo-ws through
*.
both the wards but also through other wards to the northwest.

99.
Having had these representations made to me I have been bound to
consider the appropriateness of the name of these two wards in the draft
proposals. The Chief Executive of Stockport said that the Council had
thought it best not to use the name of "Bramhall" in this instance. This
appears to me somewhat inconsistent having regard to names proposed for
other wards in the Council's draft scheme. In the light of the
representations, I consider that the name Bramhall should be considered
for both these two wards; and having regard to the precedent set in the
Council's draft scheme and adopted in the Commission's draft proposals
of such ward names as North Reddish and South Reddish; Cheadle Hulme
North and Cheadle Hulrae South, and North Marple and South Marple,
I recommend that the Pownall V.rard and the Ladybrook Ward should respectively
be named "West Bramhall*' and "East Bramhall".
100.
Cheadle and Edgeley. The Cheadle Division Liberal Association
objected to the northern part of the boundary between the Cheadle and
Edgeley Wards on the grounds that this made for great inconvenience for a
small number of voters. Councillor R. Childs had drawn attention to this
boundary configuration in written representations to the Commission.
The Chief Executive of Stockport agreed that this boundary could be
improved. I concur, and to achieve this improvement I recommend that this
part of the boundary be drawn along the western boundary of the Cheadle
Hulme Sewage Works.
101.
Cheadle and Cheadle Hulme North. The Cheadle Division Liberal
Association objected to the boundary between these tv/o wards being drawn
along Cheadle Road and Wilmslow Road (Schools Hill). Their proposition was
that it should be drawn further south so that the residential pocket around
Valley Road and The Spinney should be included in the Cheadle Ward on the
ground that this small area had community ties with the area to the north of
Schools Hill. No opposition was expressed at the local meeting to this
proposition. The Chief Executive for the Borough Council said the Council
had no strong views upon it.

102.

Having inspected the area I consider that this residential pocket

of Valley Road and The Spinney has no particular ties with either the
communities to the north of Schools Hill which it is proposed should be in
the Cheadle Ward, or with the other communities to the southeast which
are proposed for inclusion in the Cheadle Hulme North Ward. On the face
of it, therefore, and having regard to the comparatively small number of
voters involved there would seem to be no objection to adopting the Liberal
Association's proposal in this matter. In this case it would be possible
to define a boundary by using the boundaries of the properties in this
pocket.

However, I consider it would be illogical to include this pocket

in the Cheadle Ward and leave in the Cheadle Hulme North Ward the small
adjoining area of the Belmont schools immediately to the west, containing
some 30 voters, but to include that area in the Cheadle Ward presents a
problem in defining a boundary - and it is not without significance that
the spokesman for the Liberal Association in his representations in this
matter referred only to the possibilities of a boundary and did not specify
a particular one. There are no well defined geographical features to
follow around the Belmont schools and Bruntwood Hall property.

Such a

boundary would have to follow property or field boundaries, and on the
ground these are not clear. In all the circumstances, and having regard to
first, the absence of any community ties of any substance between the
Valley Road/The Spinney pocket and adjoining neighbourhoods, and secondly,
the requirement that ward boundaries should wherever possible follow
physical features which are clearly definable, I recommend that the proposal
of the Liberal Association be not accepted in this case and that the boundary
between these two wards be as detailed in the draft proposals, along Cheadle
Road and Wilmslow Road (Schools Hill).
103.
Heald Green, Cheadle Hulme North and Cheadle Hulme South.
The Cheadle Division Liberal Association objected to the boundary proposed
between these wards in the area of Etchells and Turves Roads which resulted
in (a) four houses on the north side of Etchells Road being in the Heald
Green Ward and (b) houses on the south side of Turves Road and around Vernon
Close being in the Cheadle Hulme North Ward. The Association reasoned
that in the case of (a) the four houses adjoined other houses which were in
the Cheadle Hulme North Ward, and were separated from the residential
development to the west in the Heald Green Ward by an area of open space;
and in the case of (b) these houses adjoined other residential properties
around them south of Turves Road which had been included in the Cheadle Hulme
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South Ward.
The spokesman for Heald Green Ratepayers Association had
supported these views and the Chief Executive of Stockport was inclined
to agree with them. _
105.
Having inspected the area, I concur with the submissions of the
Liberal Association and to give effect to the desirable and necessary
change I recommend that the ward boundaries at this point be drawn along
Turves Road and Etchells Road.
/
106.
Heald Green and Gheadle Hulme South. The Cheadle Division
Liberal Association also objected strongly to the eastern boundary of
Heald Green Ward with Cheadle Hulme South Ward. As drawn, it would go
through an area of new development and result in some dwellings in that
development being included in Cheadle Kulme South Ward and other dwellings
being included in Heald Green Ward although the latter would be divided
from the built-up area of Heald Green Ward to the west by an area of open
space. It was submitted that the whole area of new development should
be included in Cheadle Hulme South Ward with which it would have local
ties.
107These views were strongly supported by the Heald Green Ratepayers
Association.
108.
The Chief Executive for the Borough Council argued that it had *
been necessary to draw the boundary in the draft proposals because of the
need to secure a balanced number of voters in the two wards.
109.
The residential area the subject of these representations is a
developing one on land known as the Bradshaw Hall site. Some dwellings
have been completed and are occupied; others are in course of erection and
will be completed and occupied before 1981. Proposals exist for further
development beyond that date. In the draft proposals the ward boundary
is drawn along an estate road through this development. Thus part of
this development would be included in the Cheadle Hulme South Ward, and
part in the Heald Green Ward. The latter part would be divided from the
residential area to the west in Heald Green Ward by a corridor of open space
through which a new road is planned - but this is a long term project.

32.

110.

Having inspected the whole area I confirmed that this development

on the Eradshaw Hall site is an extension of the residential area adjoining
and extending to the east. The new development can hardly be said yet to
have any local ties with the adjoining community but undoubtedly these are
bound to develop. Moreover, the v/hole of this new development is likely
to form one community and I consider it would be wrong to divide it in
terms of electoral representation, as the draft proposals provide, with a
boundary along an estate road running generally north and south through
this developing area. I therefore consider that the whole area should be
included in the one ward, namely Cheadle Hulme South.
presents two problems.

To do this, however,

First, there is need to define at this point a

suitable alternative boundary between Heald Green and Cheadle Hulme South
Wards; and secondly, this change will create a higher number of voters
in the latter ward.
111.

As to the boundary, it is not without significance that the

boundary through this area proposed by the Borough Council in their draft
scheme was not found satisfactory by the Commission and it was varied in
their draft proposals. The Liberal Association and the Ratepayers Association
suggested that the boundary should be the route of the proposed M3^ (in
fact, I find this is a proposed route for an improved A3*f). This, however,
is. out of the question as the route has not yet been defined, and if it
had been it would not form a recognisable feature on the ground until the
road was built. I propose, however, that the unnamed stream or watercourse
which runs from south to north, which is to the east of the residential
properties in Sydall Avenue and Branksome Drive should be the boundary and my
recommendations later give effect to that.
112.
The effect of adopting my proposal in this respect, together with
the small changes I propose earlier in paragraph 105, will be that the
number of voters in the Heald Green and Cheadle Hulme South Wards would be,
respectively, in 1976 10,148 and 10,556; and in 1981 10,679 and 11,752.
The figures for the latter ward are somewhat high. This was recognised by
the Liberal Association and the Ratepayers Association who advocated the
changes and they suggested that if a compensatory adjustment was considered
necessary, the solution should be sought in an adjustment of the boundary
between Cheadle Hulme South Ward and Pownall Ward (or West Braahall Ward as
I have proposed it be named) in the vicinity of Moss Lane in the extreme
south of Cheadle Hulme South Ward. The Chief Executive of Stockport
expressed the same viev/.

113*
I duly
considered
where a• -necessary
compensatory
adjustment
might
• '*
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Cbe made to the Cheadle Hulme South Ward 'and agree with the suggestion
proffered; and I propose that the small area bounded by Moss Lane, Grove
Lane and Acre Lane, containing some 600 voters, be included in Pownall
(West Bramhall) Ward.
w

The adoption of the several proposals I have made in this matter,
dealt with in paragraphs 106-113 » will result in the number of voters in
these three wards being as follows :-

1976

1981

Heald Green

10,1^8

10,770

Cheadle Hulme South
Pownall (West Bramhall)

9,952
10,^42

11,162
10,679

and to give effect to those proposals I recommend that the whole of the
Bradshaw Hall site be included in the Cheadle Hulme South Ward, and that
the area bounded by Moss Lane, Grove Lane and Acre Lane be included in the
Pownall (West Bramhall) Ward.
115.
Edgeley and Gale Green. The representations with which I have
finally to deal are those, sent in writing to the Commission, by Councillor
Childs in relation to these two wards. His view was that an area south of
Edgeley Road, and north of the railway and Cheadle Old Road, and west of
Dale Street, should be included in Edgeley Ward and not Cale Green Ward. He
reasoned that this area was no part of Adswood which constituted a substantial
part of Cale Green Ward, and that it had local ties with Edgeley Ward and
should be part of it.
116.
The proposed Cale Green Ward is crossed by five railways and these
divide that ward into eight sectors of which the largest in area is between
Edgeley Road and the railway to the south. The area the subject of these
representations is the western part of this latter area - a small pocket
which was part of the Edgeley Ward of the former County Borough of Stockport.
This pocket and neighbouring districts are part of the centre of the
Metropolitan Borough of Stockport. Local ties are not easily distinguishable
in densely built up urban areas such as the centre of Stockport, but having
inspected this area I have to conclude that this particular pocket has
little to distinguish it in terms of community and local ties from those
areas immediately to the east or to the north. In any event, this pocket
contains 1,3^0 voters and its addition to the Edgeley Ward would result in

the number of voters in the two wards being (as compared with the figures
in the Commission's draft proposals in brackets) as follows:1976

Gale Green
Edgeley

1281

8,5^7 (9,8:8?)
11,9^5 (10,605)

8,822 (10,162)
12,120 (10,780)

This unequal representation in terms of the number of voters is not
acceptable and I recommend that this pocket around Gheadle Old Road
should remain in the Gale Green Ward.
RECOMMENDATIONS

117To give effect to the various proposals I have made in this report,
I recommend That the electoral arrangements for the Metropolitan Borough of
Stockpor.t as published by the Boundary Commission for England as draft proposals
on 4th January 1977 be adopted subject to the following variations:(a) the alteration of the boundary between the Hazel Grove and
Ladybrook Wards so as to include,
(i) in Hazel Grove Ward, the area bounded by Bramhall
Moor Lane, London Road, Chester Road and the Hazel
Grove-Cheadle Heath railway, and
(ii) in Ladybrook Ward, the area bounded by Macclesfield
Road, Peak Lane, Chester Road, the Hazel Grove-Cheadle
Heath railway, .and the Stockport-Middlewood railway:
(b) the alteration of the boundary between the Bredbury and
Rorailey Wards so as to include,
(i) in the Bredbury Ward, the area g-enerally containing
the properties in Oxford Drive, Cambridge Drive, Edinburgh
Drive, Healdwood Road, Wadham Gardens, Balliol Close,
Peterhouse Gardens and certain other properties
adjacent, and
(ii) in the Romiley Ward, the area bounded by Bredbury
Green, Harrytown, Berrycroft Lane, School Brow and
Gorsey Brow:
(c) the alteration of the boundary between Cheadle and Edgeley
Wards so that it is along the western boundary of the
Cheadle Hulme Sewage Works:
(d) the alteration of the southern boundary of Cheadle Hulme
North Ward with Cheadle Hulme South Ward so that it is
along Turves Road and Etchells Road:
35.

(e) the alteration of the boundary between Heald Green and
Ch'eadle Hulme South Wards so as to include all the
development being undertaken on the Bradshaw Hall
estate so that the .boundary is along the unnamed
watercourse or stream flowing from south to north,
west of that estate:
(f) the alteration of the southeastern boundary of Cheadle
Hulme South Ward with Pownall Ward by the inclusion
in Pownall Ward of the area bounded by Moss Lane,
Grove Lane and Acre Lane: and
(g) the re-naming of Pownall Ward and Ladybrook Ward as
West Brarahall Ward and East Bramhall Ward respectively.
118.
Revised boundaries for wards in consequence of the foregoing
recommendations are delineated in brown colour on Ordnance Survey maps
(scale 6 inches to 1 mile) which accompany this report. Revised verbal
descriptions of the boundaries of the wards are given in Appendix "D"
to this report.
119.
Appendix "E" gives the numbers of voters and entitlement of
representation in respect of each ward on the basis of the recommendations
in this report being adopted.

21st November 1977
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METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT

Commission's Draft Proposals for Electoral Arrangements

Ward Name
North Reddish
Spinning ton
Bredbury
Romiley
North Marple
South Marple
Hazel .Grove
Great Moor

Manor
South Reddish
Heat on Moor
Heaton Mersey

Number of
Councillors

1976
Electorate

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

10,730

3
3
3
3
3
3

Edgeley

Cheadle
Cheadle Hulme North

Gale Green
Davenport
Ladybrook
Pownall
Cheadle Hulme South
Heald Green

Totals

1981
Electorate
(projected)
11,120

. 9,156
10,341
11,179
8,507
9,162
10,445
10,582

9,283
10,980
11,5^0
9,4SO

9,939
11,118

10,237
' 11,140
9,940
11,700
10,780

9,829
10,644
10,605

9,310
11,753
10,580.

3
3
3
3

9,368
9,665
9,938
10,454

10,257
11,227
10,162
9,885
11,047
10,180
11,180

10,148

11,149

63

212,673

222,930

3
3
3

10,053
10,920
9,887
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List of those attending the Local Meeting; held at Stockport Town Hall
on Wednesday, 19th October 1977» to hear representations in respect
• of the proposals of the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England for revised electoral arrangements for the
Metropolitan Borough of Stockport

Assistant Commissioner

Name
A. L. Wilson

N. Walters
Ann S. Law

(Councillor)

R. L. Peuleve (Councillor)

W. Lomas (Councillor)
John Ashworth (Councillor)
H. F. Ridley
E. Kime
David Birtles
P. Wadsworth
D. Stewart
A. S. Mayne
S. J. Clarke
Dr. P. Porgess
A. Brian Leah (Councillor)

Eric Brown

- Mr. Norman White

Representing (or description)
Chief Executive, Stockport Borough Council
Member of Chief Executive's staff
Hazel Grove Ward
Pownall and Bramhall Ward
Member of Greater Manchester Council
(Hazel Grove)
Ladybrook Ward
Hazel Grove Constituency Liberal Association

Bramhall Conservative Association
Cheadle & Gatley Ratepayers Association
Hazel Grove Constituency Conservative
Association
.Marple Conservative Association
Cheadle, Gatley & Heald Green Liberal

Association
Cheadle Division Liberal Association and
Stockport Liberal Co-ordinating
Committee
Woodley Community Council

S. M. Hall

? Dickinson
R. C. Robinson
Roy Walker (Councillor)
Margaret Forty.
John N. M. Walsh

Bredbury and Woodley Ward
Bramhall Community Council
Cheadle Conservative Association

A. Mclntosh

Cheadle Constituency Conservative Association

J. G. Howe (Councillor)
Miss G.E.M. Gribble
John Lowe
Philip Harding
Kenneth Bagnall
D. W. Hay
P. Blake
S. H. Rigby

A. Stenson (Councillor)
Frank Whalley
Margery V/halley
Doreen V/ebb
John Ceates
L..J. Goodard

Romiley Ward
Marple Liberal Association •

Cheadle Constituency Labour Party
Stockport District Labour Party
II

H

It

It

Stockport resident and observer
Stockport News Service
Stockport Express
Heald Green Ward
Resident of Woodley
Mellor Society
Resident of Stockport Borough.

APPENDIX

Description of boundaries of the four wards proposed
by the Stockport Labour Party

WARD

Starting at a point on the northern boundary of the Borough where it
intersects the Peak Forest Canal, westwards to the intercept of Werneth
Low Road, southerly along Cowlishaw Road to Compstall Brow, southeasterly
to the footpath to Redbrow Wood, southwards on the westerly boundary
of Compstall Hall to the Etherow, generally southerly to the Goyt,
westerly along the Goyt to Otterspool Road bridge, northwards' along
Otterspool Road, Barrack Hill and George's Lane to the A560, easterly
on A560 to the Peak Forest Canal and then northwards along the canal to
the starting point at the Borough boundary.
BREDBURY WARD

Starting at a point where the Peak Forest Canal intersects the Borough
boundary westwards along the boundary to the boundary of Brinnington
Ward, southwards along Brinnington Ward boundary to the River Goyt, then
easterly along the Goyt to the boundary of Romiley Ward, northwards-along
the boundary of Romiley Ward to the starting point.
HARPLS WARD

Starting at a point where the Poise Brook enters the Goyt southeasterly
along the Poise Brook to the disused Marple Macclesfield railway and'
southwards along the railway to Torkington Lane, southeasterly along
Torkington Lane to Windlehurst Road, northeasterly along Windlehurst Road
to Victoria Farm then southeasterly along the footpath to Ridge End Fold,
northeasterly through Ridge End, Hollinwood Place to Lower Ridge on the
Peak Forest Canal, north along the Canal to Brickridge Road, north along
Brickridge Road, Church Lane, Market Street, Hollins Lane, thence
northeasterly along Station Road to Marple Bridge at the Goyt, north
and west along the Goyt to the starting point at Otterspool Bridge and
the entry of the Foise Brook into the Goyt.
LUDLOW WARD

Starting at the point where the disused Marple to Macclesfield railway
crosses Torkington Lane, southwards to the Borough boundary, generally
eastwards, northwards and westwards to where the Borough boundary meets
Werneth Low Road, southwards along the boundary of Romiley Ward to the
River Goyt then southwards and westwards along the boundary of Marple
Ward to the starting point at Torkington Lane Bridge over the railway line.
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METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKFORT - DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WARD BOUNDARIES

Note: Where a boundary is described as following a road, railway,
river, canal or similar feature it should be deemed to
follow the centre line of the feature unless otherwise
stated.

NORTH REDDISH WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
BRINNINGTQN WARD

No change-- as in the Commission's draft proposals.
BREDBURY WARD

Commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of Brinnington Ward meets
the northern boundary of the Borough, thence generally eastwards and southwards
along said Borough boundary to the eastern boundary of Nos. 87-100 Werneth
Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the southeastern boundary
of No. 101 Werneth Road, thence southwestwards along said boundary to'V/erneth
Road, thence southwestwards along said road to a point opposite the southeastern boundary of No. 84 Werneth Road, thence southwestwards to and along
said boundary to the southwestern boundary of Nos. 84 and 82 Werneth Road,
thence northwestwards along said boundary to the southern boundary of No. 7
Balliol Close, thence generally westwards along said boundary to and along the
southern boundary of Nos. 9i 6 and 4 Balliol Close and Nos. 13-53 Oxford
Drive to the eastern boundary of the property known as "Healdcroft" in Healdwood Lane, thence southeastwards, southwestwards, and northwards along the
boundary>of said property to the track southwest of the said property, thence
southwestwards along said track to the path that leads to High Lane Farm,
thence westwards along said path to the access road to High Lane Farm, thence
southwards along said access road to a point opposite the southern boundary
of said farm, thence westwards to and along said boundary and northwards
along the western boundary of said farm to the rear boundary of No. 5 High
Lane, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of
Nos. 7 and 9 High Lane, thence northwards along the western boundary of No* 9
High Lane to High Lane, thence westwards along said lane to the Peak Forest
Canal, thence southwards along said canal to Stockport Road, thence westwards
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BREDBURY WARD (CONT'D)

along said road to the road known as Gorsey Brow, thence southwestwards along
said road to the road known as Bredbury Green, thence southwestwards and
generally northwards along said road to the road known as Harrytown, thence
northwards along said road to Higher Bents Lane, thence northwestwards
along said lane to Vernon Road, thence southwestwards along said road to
the access road to Bredbury Hall Country Club, thence southwestwards along
said road to the eastern boundary of the Country Club, thence southwestwards
in a straight line to the outfall on the northern bank of the River Goyt,
thence westwards in a straight line to the centre of the River Goyt, thence
generally westwards and northwards along said river to the eastern boundary
of Brinnington Ward, thence generally northwards along said ward boundary to
the point of commencement.
ROMILEY WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
NORTH MARPLE WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
SOUTH MARPLE WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
HAZEL GROVE WARD

Commencing at the point where the western boundary of South Marple Ward meets
the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally westwards along
said Borough boundary to Macclesfield Road, thence northwards along said road
to the Stockport to Hiddlewood railway, thence northwestwards along said
railway to the Hazel Grove to Cheadle Heath railway, thence westwards along
said railway to Bramhall Moor Lane, thence northeastwards along said lane to
London Road, thence southeastwards along said road to Mill Street, thence
northeastwards along said street to the southeastern boundary of the Printing
Works, thence northeastwards along said boundary to its junction with the
northeastern boundary of said works, thence eastwards in a straight line to
the westernmost point of the rear boundary of Mo. 33 Talbot Street, thence
northeastwards along said rear boundary and northeastwards and eastwards
along the rear boundaries of Nos. 35 to 105 Talbot Street to the northern
boundary of No. 35 Bean Leach Road, thence eastwards along said boundary and
in continuation thereof to Bean Leach Road, thence northeastwards along said
road to Poise Brook, thence generally northwards along said brook to the

2.

HAZEL GROVE WARD (CONT'D)

southern boundary of Romiley Ward, thence generally southeastwards along said
ward boundary to the southwestern boundary of North Marple Ward, thence
southeastwards along said ward boundary to the western boundary of South Marple
Ward, thence southwards along said ward boundary to the point of commencement.
GREAT MOOR WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
MANOR WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
SOUTH REDDISH WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
HEATON MOOR WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
HEATON MERSEY WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
EDGELEY WARD

Commencing at the point where the southern boundary of Heaton Mersey Ward meets
the southern boundary of South Reddish Ward thence eastwards along the said
ward boundary to the southwestern boundary of Brinhington Ward, thence southeastwards along said ward boundary to Greek Street, thence southwestwards along
said street to Castle Street thence southwestwards along said street to Edgeley
Road, thence southwestwards and northwestwards along said road to the Cheadle
Heath to Hazel Grove railway, thence southeastwards along said railway to the
Edgeley to Northenden railway, thence westwards along said railway to the
western carriageway of the roundabout where Stockport Road meets the M63 motorway,
thence northwards along said western carriageway to the northern carriageway of
the M63 motorway, thence northwestwards along said northern carriageway to the
western boundary of the Cheadle Heath Sewage Works, thence northwards along
said boundary and continuing in a straight line to the southern boundary of the
Heaton Mersey Ward, thence eastwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.
CHEADLE V/ARD

Commencing at the point where the northwestern boundary of the Borough meets the
southern boundary of Heaton Mersey Ward, thence generally eastwards along said

CHEADLE WARD (CONT'D)

ward boundary to the boundary of the Sdgeley Ward, thence generally southwards
and southeastwards along said ward boundary to the Sdgeley to Northenden
railway, thence westwards along said railway to a point due north of NG Reference
SJ 8635188937 being a point on the path that leads from Cromer Road to Cuthbert
Road, thence southwards to said NG Reference and southeastwards along said path
to a point opposite the eastern boundary of No. 2 Warley Close thence generally
southwards to and along said boundary crossing the end of V/arley Close and
continuing along the rear boundaries of Nos. *f8-2 Chorlton Drive to Stockport
Road, thence eastwards along said road to Park Road, thence southwards along
said road to the path that leads to Brookfield Road, thence southeastwards along
said path, crossing Brookfield Road to the path that runs along the rear of
Nos. I*f6* to 176 Brookfield Road, thence southeastwards and northeastwards along
said path to Demmings Boad, thence southwards along said road to Old Wool Lane,
thence westwards and southwards along said lane to a point opposite the rear
boundary of No. kj Farley Court, thence westwards to and along said boundary and
westwards and southwards along the rear boundaries of Nos. *fl to 1 Farley Court
to Cheadle Road, thence northwestwards along said road to Wilmslow Road, thence
southwestwards along said road to the road known as Kingsway, thence northwestwards along said road to St. Ann's Road North, thence southwestwards along said
road to a point opposite the rear boundary of No. 82 Grasmere Road, thence
westwards to and along said boundary and northwestwards along the rear boundaries
of Nos. 80 to 58 Grasmere Road, thence due westwards in a straight line crossing
Gatley Golf Course to the Heald Green to Cheadle railway, thence northwards
along said railway to a point opposite the southern boundary of the Gatley Golf
Course Club House, thence northwestwards to and along said boundary to the access
road to said Club House, thence southwestwards along said access road and Pymgate
Lane to Styal Road, thence northwards along said road to the path adjacent to
No. 160 Styal Road and to the north of Lumhead Wood, thence westwards along said
path to the southwestern boundary of the Borough, thence generally northwards along
said boundary and generally eastwards along the northwestern boundary of the
Borough to the point of commencement.
CHEADLE HOLME NORTH WAHD

.Commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of Cheadle V/ard meets the
southern boundary of Edgeley V/ard, thence eastwards along said southern boundary
to Bird Hall Lane, thence southwards along said lane to the unnamed road that
leads to Councillor Lane, thence southwestwards along said unnamed road to
Councillor Lane, thence eastwards along said lane and Adswood Road to the Edgeley
to Handforth railway, thence southwestwards along said railway to Hulme Hall
Road, thence northwestwards along said road to Turves Itoad, thence southwestwards
and westwards along said road to Etchells Road, thence westwards along said road

CHSADLE HPLHE NORTH WARD (CONT'D)

to a point opposite the eastern boundary of No. 6l Etchells Road, thence northeastwards to and along said boundary to the rear boundary of said property,
thence westwards along said boundary, the rear boundaries of Nos. 59 to 1
Etchells Road and the southern boundary of Parcel No. 7537 as shown on Ordnance
Survey 1:2500 Plan SJ 8*1-8586 Edition of 1965 to Wilmslow Road, thence northwards
along said road to the road known as Kingsway, thence northwestwards along said
road to the southern boundary of Cheadle Ward, thence northeastwards and southeastwards along said boundary to the eastern boundary of said ward, thence
generally northwards along said boundary to the point of commencement.
GALE GREEN WARD
No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
DAVENPORT WARD

No change - as in the Commission's draft proposals.
EAST BRAMHALL WARD

Commencing at the point where the southwestern boundary of Hazel Grove Ward meets
the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally westwards and southwards along sai'd Borough boundary to the Ppynton to Cheadle Hulme railway,
thence northwestwards along said railway to Bramhall Lane South, thence northwards
along said lane to the southwestern boundary of Davenport Ward, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the southwestern boundary of Hazel Grove Ward,
thence generally southwestwards and southwards along said boundary to the point
of commencement.
WEST BRAMHALL WARD

Commencing at the point where the southwestern boundary of East Bramhall Ward meets
the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally southwestwards along
said Borough boundary and generally northwestwards along the southwestern
boundary of the Borough to a point opposite the junction of Spath Lane and the
southernmost access road to Chester's Croft Caravan Site, thence northeastwards
to said junction and northeastwards and eastv/ards along Spath Lane to Grove Lane,
thence northwestwards along said lane to Acre Lane, thence northeastwards and
eastwards along said lane to a point opposite the northwestern boundary of No. 129
Acre Lane, thence northeastwards to and along said boundary to the rear boundary
of No. 97 Ashley Drive, thence northwestwards and northeastwards along the rear
and northwestern boundaries of said property to Ashley Drive, thence northwards
along said drive to Fountains Road, thence eastwards and northwards along said
road to Oak Drive, thence westwards and northeastwards along said drive to

WEST BRAHHALL WARD (CONT»D)

Ack Lane West, thence northwestwards along said lane to the path that leads to
the road known as Larchway, thence northeastwards along said path to Larchway,
thence northwards along said road to the road known as Thornway, thence northwestwards along said road to the path that leads to Bramhall Park Golf Course,
thence northeastwards along said path to the Poynton to Cheadle Hulme railway,
thence northwestwards along said railway to Ravenoak Road, thence northwards
along said road to Park Road, thence northeastwards along said road to a point
opposite the rear boundary of No. 2 Park Gates Drive, thence northeastwards to
and along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos* k to 12 Park Gates
Drive to the unnamed stream at the rear of No. 1^ Park Gates Drive, thence
generally northwards along said stream to the footpath leading to Tenement Lane
thence generally northwards along said footpath to Lady Brook, thence northwestwards along said brook to the southeastern boundary of Cheadle Hulme North
Ward, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the southern boundary of
Gale Green Ward, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the southwestern
boundary of Davenport Ward, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the
western boundary of East-1 Bramhall Ward, thence southwards along said boundary and
southeastwards along the southwestern boundary of said ward to the point of
c ommencement.
CHEADLE HULME SOUTH WARD

Commencing at the point where the western boundary of West Bramhall Ward meets
the southwestern boundary of the Borough, thence westwards along said Borough
boundary to the Handforth to Cheadle Hulme railway, thence northeastwards along
said railway to a point opposite the southernmost corner of No.1 16 Brixham
Avenue, thence westwards to said corner and northwestwards along the western
boundary of said property and the rear boundaries of Nos. 1^ to 4 Brixham Avenue,
the rear boundary of the vacant plot, the rear boundaries of Nos. 1 to 13 Dawlish
Avenue, and the western boundary of No. 22 Lynton Park Road to the southern
boundary of Parcel No. ^375 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan SJ 86-8785 Edition of
1963t thence southwestwards along said boundary to and along the southwestern
boundary of the adjoining Parcels No. 227^-, 2063 and 0062 to the unnamed stream
or watercourse which flows from south to north, thence generally northwards along
that stream or watercourse to the southern boundary of Cheadle Hulme North Ward,
thence generally eastwards along said boundary and northeastwards along the
southeastern boundary of said ward to the western boundary of West Bramhall Ward,
thence generally southwards and westwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.

6.

HEALD GREEN WARD

Commencing at the point where the western boundary of Cheadle Hulme South Ward
meets the southwestern boundary of the Borough thence generally westwards and
northwards along the southwestern and western boundary of the Borough to the
southern boundary of Cheadle Ward, thence generally eastwards along said ward
boundary to the southwestern boundary of Cheadle Kulme North Ward, thence
generally southwards and eastwards along said boundary to the western boundary
of Cheadle Hulme South Ward, thence generally southwards eastwards and
southwards along said boundary to the point of commencement.
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APPENDIX

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT

Statement showing the wards recommended for the
Borough of Stockport, each of which is to elect
three councillors, with, for each ward, the number of
voters, and the entitlement* to representation expressed as
a number, of councillors

North Reddish
Brinnington
Bredbury
Romiley
North Mar pie
South Marple

No. of
voters
1976
10,730
9,156
10,406
11,114

8,507
9,162 -

Hazel Grove
Great Moor

9,791
10,582

Manor

9,939
11,118

South Reddish
Heat on Moor

Heaton Mersey
Edgeley
Cheadle
Cheadle Hulme North
Gale Green

Davenport
East Bramhall

West Sramhall
Cheadle Hulme South
Heald Green

9,829

10,644
10,596
10,062
!Q,8l8

9,887
9,368

No. of

(3.18)
(2.71)
(3.08)
(3.29)
(2.52)
(2.71)
(2.90)
(3-14)
(2.9^)
(3*29)
(2.91)
(3.15)
(3.14)
(2.98)
(3-20)

10,322
10,5^-2

(2.93)
(2.78)
(3-06)
(3.12)

9,952
10,148

(2.95)
(3-01)

212,673

voters
1981
11,120
9,283
11,040
11,480
9,480

9,310
11,163
10,580
10,237
11,140
9,940
11,700
10,770
10,267
11,125
10,162

(3.14)
(2.62)
(3-12)
(3-25)
(2.68)
(2.63)
(3-16)
(2.99)
(2.89)

(3-15)
(2.81)
(3-31)
(3-04)
(2.90)
(3.14)
(2.87)

9,885
11,637
10,770
11,162

(2.79)
(3-29)

10,679

(3-02)

(3-04)
(3-15)

222,930

* that is, calculated on the basis of the ratio of the number
of voters in each ward to the average number per ward for
the whole Borough.

SCHEDULE 2

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT : NAMES OF PROPOSED WARDS AND
NUMBERS OF COUNCILLORS

NAME OF WARD

NO OF COUNCILLORS

Bredbury

3

Brinnington

3

Gale Green

3

Cheadle

3

Cheadle Hulme South

3

Cheadle Hulme North

3

Davenport

3

East Bramhall

3

Edgeley

3

Great Moor

.

;3

Hazel^Grove

3

Heald Green

•-.

.

3

Heaton Mersey

3

Heaton Moor

3

Kanor .

'

3

North Marple

3

North Reddish

3

Romiley

3

,'

South Marple

3

South Reddish
i
West Bramhall

3
.

•

.

.

3

SCHEDULE 3

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT - DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WARD BOUNDARIES .

Note: Where a boundary is described as following a road, railway,
river, canal or similar feature it should be deemed to follow
the centre line of the feature unless otherwise stated.
NORTH.REDDISH WARD

Commencing at the point where Fallowfield Brook meets the northwestern
boundary of the Borough, thence generally northeastwards along said boundary
and generally southeastwards along the northeastern boundary of the Borough
to the River Tame, thence generally southwards along said river to a point due east of the southern boundary of No jk Redland Avenue, thence westwards
to and along said boundary, the rear boundaries of Nos 32 to *f Redland
Avenue and the southern boundary of No 150 Reddish Road to Reddish Road,
thence northwestwards along said road to Houldsworth Square, thence northwards and westwards along said square to Leamington Road, thence westwards
along said road to Houldsworth Street, thence southv/ards along said street
to a point opposite the southern boundary of Houldsvorth Park, thence westwards to and along said boundary to the Manchester and Ashton Under Lyne
Canal, thence northwards along said canal to the culverted Fallowfield Brook,
thence westwards along said culvert and brook to the point of commencement.

BRINNINGTON WARD

Commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of North Reddish Ward meets
the northern boundary of the Borough, thence generally eastwards along said
Borough boundary to the point where it meets the River Tame at the westernmost point of Parcel No 2955 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan SJ 90-9193
Edition of 19^3* thence southwards along said river to the unnamed stream that
flows from a point adjacent to the eastern boundary of Brinnington. Secondary
Modern School Playing Field to the River Tame, thence generally southeastwards
along said unnamed stream to a point due east of the southern boundary of the
Brinnington Secondary Modern School Playing Field, thence south-westwards in a
straight line to the rear boundary of No ?6 P«>-3»nd Crescent, thence southwards

2
along said boundary, the rear boundaries of Nos 34 to 30- Rutland Crescent
and the eastern boundary of No 591 Brinnington Road to Brinnington Road,
thence westwards along said road to a point opposite the eastern boundary
of No 462 Brinnington Road, thence southwards to and along said boundary
i
and the rear- boundaries of Nos 5 to 19 Essex Road to the drain at the rear
boundary of No 21 Essex Road, thence southwards along said drain to the
unnamed stream that flows to the east of Brindale County Primary School,
thence generally southwards along said stream to the northern boundary of
the Tiviot Dale to Woodley Junction railway, thence southwestwards in a
straight line to the unnamed stream that flows into the stream which -flows
through Crookilley Wood, thence southwestwards along said stream to the
eastern boundary of the Bredbury Sewage Works, thence northwards and eastwards along the eastern and northern.boundaries of the Sewage Works, thence
due southwestwards to the River Goyt, thence.southwards along said river to
New Bridge Lane, thence southwestwards along said Lane'to New Zealand Road,
-.thence southwards, southwestwards and southeastwards along said road to
Tumcroft Lane, thence southwestwards along said lane to the road known
as Spring Gardens, thence westwards along said road to Waterloo Road thence
southwestwards along said road to the road known as Middle Hillgate, thence
southwards along said road and Higher Hillgate to Marriott Street, thence
southwestwards and southwards along said street to St Thomas's Place, thence
southwestwards along said place to Wellington Road South, thence northwestwards
along said road and Wellington Road North to Prince's Street, thence northeastwards along said street to Bridge Street, thence southeastwards along said
street to the River Mersey, thence northwards and, eastwards along said river
to the River Tame, thence generally northeastwards along said river and the
eastern boundary of North Reddish Ward to the point of commencement.

BREDBURY WARD

Commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of Brinnington Ward meets
the northern boundary of the Borough, thence generally eastwards and southwards
along said Borough boundary to the southeastern boundary of No 91 Werneth Road,
thence southwestwards and southeastwards along said southeastern boundary and
continuing southeastwards along the rear boundaries of Nos 95-101 Werneth Road
to the southeastern boundary of the last mentioned property, thence southwestwards along said southeastern boundary to Werneth Road, thence southeastwards
along said road to a point opposite the southeastern boundary of No 84 Werneth
Goad, thence southwestwards to and along said southeastern boundary and northwestwards along the rear boundary of said property to the westernmost corner of
said property, thence northwestwards in a straight line to the easternmost
corner of No 7 Balliol Close, thence southwestwards and westwards along the
southern boundaries of Nos 7i. 9i.6 and 4 Balliol Close and Nos 13-53 Oxford
Drive to the access road that leads to Healdwood Road, thence northwestwards
and southwestwards along said access road to Healdwood Road, thence southeastwards
along said road to the track southwest of the property known as Healdcroft,
thence southwestwards along said track to the path that leads to High Lane
Farm, thence westwards along said path to the access road to High Lane Farm,
thence southwards along said access road to a point opposite the southern
boundary of said farm, thence westwards to and along said boundary and northwards along the western boundary of said farm to the rear boundary of No 5
High Lane, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries
of Nos 7 and 9 High Lane, thence northwards along the western boundary of
No 9 High Lane to High Lane, thence westwards along said lane to the Peak
Forest Canal, thence southwards along said canal to Stockport Road, thence
westwards along said road to the road known as School Brow, thence northwestwards
along said road and westwards along Berrycroft Lane to Higher Bents Lane, thence
northwestwards along said lane to Vernon Road, thence southwestwards
along said road to the access road to Bredbury Hall Country Club,

thence southwestv/ards along said road to the eastern boundary of the Country
Club, thence southwestwards in a straight line to the outfall on the northern
bank of the River Goyt, thence westwards in a straight line to the centre of
i
the River Goyt, thence generally westwards and northwards along said river
to the eastern boundary of Brinnington Ward, thence generally northwards
along said ward boundary to the point of commencement.

ROMILEY WARD

. Commencing at the point where the southeastern boundary of Bredbury Ward
meets the northeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally eastwards
along said 'Borough boundary to the River Etherow, thence generally southwestwards along said river to the River Goyt, thence generally westwards along
said river to the southeastern boundary of Bredbury Ward, thence generally
northeastwards along.said boundary to the point of commencement.

NORTH MARPLE WARD

-

Commencing at the point where the southeastern boundary of Romiley Ward meets
the northeastern boundary of the Borough, thence northeastwards and generally
southeastwards along said Borough boundary to Sandhill Lane, thence southwards
and southwestwards along said lane to Gird Lane, thence southwards and southwestwards along said lane to the road known as Mill Brow, thence southwestwards along said road to the unnamed road that leads to Primrose Mill, thence
southwestwards along said road to the point where it crosses the unnamed stream
that flows to the River Goyt, thence southwestwards and generally westwards
along said stream to the River Goyt, thence southwards along said river to a
point being the prolongation northeastwards of the southern boundary of No 3
Beechwood Drive, thence southwestwards along said prolongation to Lakes Road,
thence northwestwards along said road to Fayvood Drive, thence westwards along
said drive to Oldknow Road, thence .southwestwards along said road to Stockport
Road, thence westwards along said road to Market Street, thence southwestwards

along said street to Church Lane, thence southeastwards along said lane to
Mount Drive, thence southwestwards and southwards along said drive to the
footpath adjacent to No kk Mount Drive that leads to Hibbert Lane, thence
generally westwards along said path to Hibbert Lano thence northwards along
said lane to Buxton Lane thence westwards along said lane to Cross Lane thence
northeastwards along said lane to a point opposite the northern boundary of
the new Public House thence westwards and southwards along the northern and .
western boundaries of said Public House to the northern boundary of the
residential development to the north of Wood Lane.thence generally westwards
along said boundaries and in.prolongation thereof to the dismantled railway,
thence-southwards along said dismantled railway to a point due east of
Torkington Brook, thence westwards to and generally northwestwards along said
brook to the River Goyt, being the southern boundary of Rorniley Ward, thence
generally northeastwards along the southern and southeast'ern boundaries of
said ward to the point of commencement.

SOUTH MARELE WABD

Commencing .at the point where the southeastern boundary of North Marple Ward
meets the northeastern boundary of the Borough, thence eastwards along caid
Borough boundary and generally southwestwards along the southeastern boundary
of the Borough to the dismantled Poynton to Marple railway, thence northwards
along said dismantled railway to the southeastern boundary of North Marple Ward,
thence generally northeastwards along said ward boundary to the point of
commencement.

HAZEL GROVE WARD

Commencing at 'the point where the western boundary of South Marple Ward rceets
the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally westwards along
said Borough boundary to Macclesfield Road, thence northwards along said road
to the Middlewood to Stockport railway, thence northwestwards along said railway
to the Hazel Grove to Cheadle Heath railway, ther.ce northwestwards along said
railway to Bramhall Moor Lane, thence northeastwards along scdd lane

to London Head, thence southeastwards along said road to Mill Street,
thence northeastwards along said street to the
southeastern boundary of- the Printing Works, thence northeastwards along said
boundary to its junction with the northeastern boundary of said works, thence
eastwards in a straight line to the westernmost point of the rear boundary of
No 33 Talbot Street, thence*northeastwards along said rear boundary and northeastwards and eastwards along the rear boundaries of Nos 35 to 105 Talbot Street
to the northern boundary of No 35 Bean Leach Road, .thence eastwards along said
boundary and in continuation thereof to Bean Leach Road,, thence northeastwards
along said road to Poise Brook, thence generally northwards, along said brook
to the southern boundary of Romiley Ward, thence generally southeastwards
along said ward boundary to the southwestern boundary of North Marple Ward,
thence southeastwards along said ward boundary to the western boundary of
South Marple Ward, thence southwards along said ward boundary to the point of
commencement.

GREAT MOOR WARD

Commencing at the point where the southern boundary of Romiley Ward meets the
northwestern boundary of Hazel Grove Ward, thence generally southwestwards
along said northwestern boundary to London Road, thence northwestwards along
said road and Buxton Road to Nangreave Road, thence eastwards along said road
to Dialstone Lane, thence northwestwards along said lane to Hempshaw Lane,
thence eastwards along said lane to Marple Road, thence southeastwards along
said road to Curzon Road, thence northeastwards along said road to the southwestern boundary of Woodlands School, thence northwestwards along said boundary
and northeastwards along the northwestern boundary of said school and in
prolongation thereof crossing Woodbank Memorial Park to the southern boundary .
of Romiley Ward, thence eastwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.

MANOR WARD

Commencing at the point where the western boundary of Romiley Ward 'meets
the northwestern boundary of Great Moor Ward, thence generally southwestwards

along said northwestern boundary to Buxton Road, thence northwestwards along
said road and Wellington Road South to the southeastern boundary of Brinnington
Ward, thence generally northeastwards along said boundary to the western
boundary of Bredbury Ward, thence generally southwards and eastwards along
the western and southern boundaries of said ward to the western boundary of
Romiley Ward, thence generally southwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.
SOUTH REDDISH WARD

i
Commencing at the point where the northwestern boundary of the Borough meets
the southwestern boundary of North Reddish Ward, thence generally eastwards
and southeastwards along said ward boundary to the western, boundary of
Brinnington" V/ard, thence generally southwestwards along said ward boundary
t.o the River Mersey at Wellington Bridge thence westwards along said river •
to the Edgeley to Manchester railway, thence northwestwards along said railway to Warwick Road, thence northeastwards along said road and Glenfield
Road to a point being the prolongation northwestwards of the northern boundary
of St Anne's Catholic Secondary School, thence southeastwards to and southeastwards and eastwards along said boundary and in prolongation thereof to the
Edgeley to Reddish railway, thence northwestwards along said railway to
Broadstone Hall Road South, thence northwestwards along said road and
Broadstone Hall Road North to Carnforth Road, thence southwestwards along said
road to Marbury Road, thence northwestwards along said road to the northwestern
boundary of the Borough, thence northwards along said boundary to the point
of commencement.

HEATON MOOR \VAftD
Commencing at the point where the northwestern boundary of the Borough meets
the western boundary of South Reddish ",7ard, thence southeastwards and. southi
westwards along said ward boundary and continuing* southwestwards along
Warwick Ro=?.d to Broonfield Road, thence northwestwards along said road to
Heaton Moor Road, thence southwestwards along said road to Thornfield Road,
thence westwards, south;vestwards and westv/ards along said road to Priestnall
Road, thence westwards along said road to Mersey Road, thence southwards along
said road to the path that leads to Burnage Lane, thence westwards along said
path to the northwestern boundary of the Borough, thence northeastwards and
southeastwards along said Borough boundary to the point of commencement. .

HEAT01T MERSEY WARD
Commencing at the point where the northwestern boundary of the Borough meets the
. .southern boundary of Heaton Moor Ward, thence eastwards and generally northeastwards along said ward boundary to the southwestern boundary of South Reddish
Ward, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the River Mersy, thence
generally westwards along said river to the northwestern boundary of the Borough,
thence generally northwards along said boundary to the point of commencement.

EDGKLEY WARD

Commencing at the point where the southern boundary of South Reddish ward
meets the southwestern boundary of Brinnington Ward, thence southeastwards
along said southwestern boundary to Greek Street, thence southwestwards along
said street .to Castle Street, thence •southwestwards along
/said street to Edgeley Road, thence southwestwards and northwestwards along
said road to the Cheadle Heath to Hazel Grove railway, thence southeastwards
along said railway to the Edgeley to Korthenden railway, thence westwards
along said railway to the western carriageway of the roundabout where
Stockport Road meets the M63 motorway, thence northwards along said western
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carriageway to NG Reference SJ 8630389^*62-, thence due east to and eastwards
along a wall to the western boundary of the Sewage Works, thence northwards
along 'said boundary and crossing the railway northwestwards in a straight
line, continuing generally northwards along said western boundary and in
prolongation thereof to the southern boundary of Heaton Mersey Ward, thence
eastwards along said southern boundary and the southern boundary of South
Reddish Ward to the point of commencement.

CHEADLE WARD
Commencing at the point where the northwestern boundary of the Borough meets
the southern boundary of Heaton Mersey Ward, thence eastwards along said
southern boundary to the western boundary of Edgeley Ward, thence generally
southwards and southeastwards along said western boundary to the Edgeley
to Northenden railway, thence westwards along said railway to a point due
north of NG Reference SJ 8635188937 being a point on the path that leads
from Cromer Road to Cuthbert Road, thence southwards to said NG Reference
and southeastwards along said path to a point opposite the eastern boundary
of No 2 Warley Close thence generally southwards to and along said
boundary crossing the end of Warley Close and continuing along the rear
boundaries of Nos ^8-2 Chorlton Drive to Stockport Road, thence eastwards
along said road to Park Road, thence southwards along said road to the path
that leads to Brookfield Road, thence southeastwards along said path,
crossing Brookfield Road to the path that runs along the rear of Nos 1^6 to
176 Brookfield Road, thence southeastwards and northeastwards along said path
to Demmings Road, thence southwards along said road to Old Wool Lane, thence
westwards and southwards along said lane to a point opposite the rear boundary
of No ^3 Farley Court, thence westwards to and along said boundary arid westwards
and southwards along the rear boundaries of Nos *n to 1 Farley Court to Cheadle
Road, thence northwestwards along said road to Wilmslow Road, thence southwestwards along said road to the road known as Kingsway, thence northwestwards
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along said road to St Armfs Road North, thence southwestwards along said road
to a point opposite the near boundary of No 82 Grasmere Road, thence westwards
to and along said boundary,and northwestwards along the rear boundaries of
Noe 80 to 58 Grasmere Road, thence due westwards in a straight line crossing
Gatley Golf Course to the Heald Green to Cheadle railway, thence northwards
along said railway to a point opposite the southern boundary of the Gatley
Golf Course Club House, thence northwestwards to and along said boundary to
the access road to said Club House, thence southwestwards along said access
road and Pymgate Lane to Styal Road, thence northwards along said road to the
path adjacent to No 160 Styal Road and to the north of Lumhead Wood, thence
westwards along said path to the southwestern boundary of the Borough, thence
generally northwards along said boundary and generally eastwards along the
northwestern boundary of the Borough to the point of commencement.

CHEADLE HULME NORTH WARD
Commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of Cheadle Ward meets the
southern boundary of Edgeley Ward, thence eastwards along said southern
boundary to Bird Hall Lane, thence southwards along said lane to the
unnamed road that leads to Councillor Lane, thence southwestwards along said
unnamed road to Councillor Lane, thence eastwards along said lane and Adswood
Road to the Edgeley to Handforth railway, thence southwestwards along said
railway to Hulrae Hall Road, thence northwestwards along said road to Turves
Road, thence southwestwards along said road and westwards along Etchells
Road to a point opposite the eastern boundary of No 6l Etchells Road, thence
northeastwards to and along said boundary to the rear boundary of said
property, thence westwards along said boundary, the rear boundaries of
Nos 59 to 1 Etchells Road and the southern boundary of Parcel No 7537 as
shown on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan SJ 8*1-8586 Edition of 1963 to
Wilmslow Road, thence northwards along said road to the road known as
Kingsway, thence northwestwards along said road to the southern boundary of
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Cheadle Ward, thence northeastwards and southeastwards along said boundary
to the eastern boundary of said ward, thence generally northwards along said
boundary to the point of commencement.

CALE GREEN WARD

Commencing at the point where the southern boundary of Edgeley Ward meets the
southwestern boundary of Brinnington Ward, thence southeastwards along said
southwestern boundary and the southwestern boundary of Manor Ward to Bramhall
Lanet thence southwards along said lane to Adswood Lane East, thence southwestwards along said lane and Adswood Lane West to Adswood Road, thence westwards
and southwestwards along said road to the Edgeley to Davenport railway, thence
southeastwards along said railway to Bramhall Lane, thence southwards along
said lane to Garner's Lane, thence northwestwards and southwestwards along
said lane to Adswood Road, thence southwestwards along said road to the eastern
boundary of Cheadle Hulme North Ward, thence westwards and generally northwards
along said ward boundary to the southern boundary of Edgeley Ward, thence
x.
generally northeastwards along said ward boundary to the point of commencement.

DAVENPORT WARD

Commencing at the point where the southeastern boundary of Gale Green Ward
meets the southwestern boundary of Manor Ward, thence southeastwards along
said southwestern boundary and the southwestern boundary of Great Moor Ward
to the western boundary of Hazel Grove Ward, thence southwestwards along said
boundary to the Hazel Grove to Cheadle Heath railway, thence northwestwards
along said railway to the southeastern boundary of Gale Green Ward, thence
northeastwards, northwestwards and generally northeastwards along said
boundary to the point of commencement.
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EAST BRAMHALL WARD

Commencing at the point where the southwestern boundary of Hazel Grove Ward
meets the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally westwards and
southwards along said Borough boundary to the Poynton to Cheadle Hulrae railway, thence northwestwards along said railway to Bramhall Lane South, thence
northwards along said lane to the southwestern boundary of Davenport Ward,
thence southeastwards along said boundary and southeastwards and southwards
along the southwestern boundary of Hazel Grove Ward to the point of
commencement.

WEST BRAMHALL WARD

Commencing at the point where the southwestern boundary of East Bramhall Ward
meets the southeastern boundary of the Borough, thence generally southwestwards
along said Borough boundary and generally northwestwards along the southwestern boundary of the Borough to a point opposite the junction of Spath
Lane and the southernmost access road to Chester's Croft Caravan Site, thence
northeastwards to said junction and northeastwards and eastwards along Spath
Lane to Grove Lane,, thence northwestwards along said lane to Acre Lane, thence
northeastwards and southeastwards along said lane to a point opposite the
northwestern boundary of No 129 Acre Lane, thence northeastwards to and along
said boundary to the rear boundary of No 97 Ashley Drive, thence northwestwards
and northeastwards along the rear and northwestern boundaries of said property
to Ashley Drive, thence northwards along said drive to Fountains Road, thence
eastwards and northwards along said road to Oak Drive, thence westwards and
northeastwards along said drive to Ack Lane West, thence northwestwards along
said lane to the path that leads to the road known as Larchway, thence northeastwards along said path to Larchway, thence northwards along said road to
the road known as Thornway, thence northwestwards along said road to the path
that leads to Bramhall Park Golf Course, thence northeastwards along.said
path to the Poynton to Cheadle Hulme railway, thence northwestwards along said
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railway to Ravenoak Road, thence northwards along said road to Park Road, thence
northeastwards along said road to a point opposite the rear boundary of No 2
Park Gates Drive, thence northeastwards to and along said boundary and the rear
boundaries of Nos k to 12 Park' Gates Drive to the unnamed stream at the rear
of No 1^ Park Gates Drive, thence generally northwards along said stream to
the footpath leading to Tenement Lane thence generally northwards along said
footpath and in prolongation thereof to Lady Brook, thence northwestwards along
said brook to the southeastern boundary of Cheadle Hulme North Ward, thence
northeastwards along said boundary to the southern boundary of Gale Green Ward,
thence northeastwards along said boundary to the southwestern boundary of
Davenport Ward, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the western boundary
of East Bramhall Ward, thence southwards along said boundary and southeastwards
along the southwestern boundary of said ward to the point of commencement.

CHEADLE HULME SOUTH WARD

__ Commencing at the point where the western boundary of West Bramhall Ward meets
the southwestern boundary of the Borough, thence westwards along said Borough
boundary to the Handforth to Cheadle Hulme railway, thence northeastwards along
said railway to a point opposite the southernmost corner of No 16 Brixham
Avenue, thence northwestwards to said corner and northwestwards along the
western boundary of said property and the rear boundaries of Nos 14 to *t
Brixham Avenue, the rear boundary of the vacant plot, the rear boundaries of
Nos 1 to 13 Dawlish Avenue, and the western boundary of No 22 Lynton Park Road
to the southern boundary of parcel No ^375 on Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Plan
SJ 86-8785 Edition of 1963* thence southwestwards along said boundary'and
continuing southwestwards along the southern boundary of Parcel No 227** to
the unnamed stream adjacent to the western boundary of last-mentioned parcel,
thence generally northwards along said stream to the southern boundary of
Cheadle Hulme North Ward, thence generally eastwards along said boundary and
northeastwards along the southeastern boundary of said ward to the western
boundary of West Bramhall Ward, thence generally southwards and westwards
along said boundary to the point of commencement.

HEALD GREEN WARD

Commencing at the point where the western boundary of Cheadle Hulme South Ward
meets the southwestern boundary of the Borough,' thence generally westwards and
northwards along the southwestern and western boundary of the Borough to the
southern boundary of Cheadle Ward, thence generally eastwards along said ward
boundary to the southwestern boundary of Cheadle Hulme North Ward, thence
generally southwards and eastwards along said boundary to the western boundary
of Cheadle Hulme South Ward, thence generally southwards along said boundary
to the point of commencement.

