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1*

We, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, having

carried out our initial review of the electoral arrangements for the borough
of North Bedfordshire in accordance with the requirements of section 63 of, and
Schedule 9 to, the Local Government Act 1972P present our proposals for the
future electoral arrangements for that borough.
2.

In accordance with the procedure laid dovm in uection 60(1) and (2)

of the 1972 Act, notice vas given on 5 February 1974 that we wore to undertake
this review* This was Incorporated in a consultation letter addressed to the
North Bedfordshire Borough Council,(thaiknown as Bedford District Council}
copies of which were circulated to the Bedfordohire County Council, the Members
of Parliament for the constituencies concerned,. Parish Councils In the district
and the headquarters of the main political parties* Copies were also sent to
the editors of local newspapers circulating in the area and of the local
government press* Notices inserted in the local press announced the start
of the review and invited comments from members of the public and from interested
bodies*
3.

North. Bedfordshire Borough Council were invited to prepare a draft scheme of

representation for our consideration* In doing so, they were asked to obsoi-ve
the rules laid down in Schedule U to the Local Government Act 1972 and tho
guidelines which we set out in our Keport No 6 about the proposed size of
the council and the proposed number of councillors for each ward* They were
asked to take into account views expressed to them following their
consultation with local interests*

We therefore asked that they should

publish details of their provisional proposals about a month before they

submitted their draft schema to us, thus allowing on opportunity for local comment.
4»

The Borough Council have passed a resolution under section 7(4)(b) of the

Local Government Act 1972, requesting a system of elections by thirds.
5.

We issued draft proposals on 28 May 1975 based on an alternative scheme

for a council of 48 members, which was submitted by Bedfordshire County Council,
and seemed at that time likely to offer greater likelihood of compatibility with
probable future county electoral arrangements than a draft scheme, submitted
by the Borough Council on 12 December 1974, for a council of 54 members. It
became apparent to u» in the light of further subsequent diecussions about the
possible size of the county council that these draft proposals might raise
problems of compatibility In relation to our later thinking on the issue.
We invited the Borough Council on 12 February 1976 to consider whether they
wished to submit a revised draft scheme which would be compatible with a
smaller county council of 72 members.
6.

On 21 October 1976 the Borough Council submitted a revised draft scheme*

The Council proposed to divide the area of the borough into 26 wards, each
returning 1, 2 or 3 members to give a total of 54 councillors,
7.

We considered the revised draft scheme together with copies of the

correspondence received by the Borough Council during the preparation of the
scheme and after its publication, as well as the comments we had received
direct. The comments from the parished areas were generally in favour of
continuing the existing arrangements.
8.

We received representations from Cardington Parish Council and Elstov

Parteh Council, who objected to the proposal to Join the parishes of Cardington,
East cot ts and Elstow to form a ward named Eastcotts, returning 1 member.
Their objections were supported by the Joint Consultative Committee for the
Parishes of Ravensden, Renhold and Wilden. We concluded that the existing

arrangements might be retained whereby the parish of Elstow was grouped with the
parish of Wilshampstead to form a single member ward, leaving the parishes of
Cardington, Eastcotts, and Cople to form a separate single mcuber ward*
9.

We considered submissions from a local Councillor and the Joint Consultative

Committee for the Parishes of Ravensden, Renhold and Wildon and agreed that the
three parishes might be grouped together to form one ward. We also accepted a
submission from Clapham Parish Council, requesting that the parish should form
a two member ward in its own right. The proposed Great Barford ward would then
comprise the parishes of Uillington and Great Barford and would return 1 member.
10. On the recommendation of Ordnance Survey we adopted some minor boundary
alterations in order to secure boundaries which were more readily identifiable
on the ground.
11. Subject to the changes referred to in paragraphs 8 to 10 above, we decided
that the Borough Council's revised draft scheme provided a reasonable basis
for the future electoral arrangements for the borough in compliance with the
rules in Schedule 11 to the 1972 Act and our guidelines and we formulated
revised draft proposals accordingly.
12. On 11 May 1977 we issued our revised draft proposals and these were sent
to all who had received our consultation letter or had commented on the
Borough Council's revised draft scheme. The Council were asked to make these
revised draft proposals and the accompanying maps, which illustrated the
proposed ward boundaries, available for inspection at their main offices.
Representations on our revised draft proposals were invited from those to whom
they were circulated and, by public notices, from other members of the public
and interested bodies* We asked for comments to reach us by 8 July 1977.
13. North Bedfordshire Borough Council accepted our revised draft proposals
except in relation to the proposed wards of Kempston North, Kempston South and

Koinpolon Wont. In vlow of ch.'tnj;oH In tho oxpoctod rate ol* dovulopuont th«y thought
that Keropston wool-:! be ovorroprooontod by 7 borough councillors and suggoated
with tho support of Kemps ton Town Council, that the parish should be divided
into two 3-meraber wards, to bo named Keinpston East and Kempston West.
H»

Bedfordshire County Council objected to our revised draft proposals on the

grounds that they were compatible with a Comity Council of about 72 members
whereas the new ward boundaries already in force in the three other Bedfordshire
districts had been based on a county council of about 90 members. The County
Council preferred the larger council size but they stated that, should the
eventual council size be 72, they preferred our revised draft proposals to the
Borough Council's revised draft scheme because they reflected the wishes of the
parish councils concerned.
15* A local political association also objected to our revised draft proposals
t
on tho score of compatibility. In addition they objected to the proposed
Newnham,Putnoe, and De Parys wards on the grounds that local tios had not been
observed* They suggested that Newnham ward should be renamed Goldington South*
The association also opposed in principle the mixture of two and three member
wards.
16* Carlton and Chellington Parish Council reiterated a request
they had made at the draft proposals stage to be grouped in the
same ward as the parish of Harrold.

They maintained that they

had no associations with the parishes of Favenham and Stavlngton with whom they
were linked to form the proposed Carlton ward, and that they were nearer to the
Parish of Harrold, with which they had geographical and social links. Harrold
Parish Council made a separate but identical request.
17. Sharnbrook Parish Council objected to the proposed Sharnbrook ward, which
comprised the parishes of Harrold, Knotting and Souldrop, Malchbourno and Held en,
Odell. ?Podlngton, Sharnbrook and Wymington* They considered that two borough
councillors were insufficient to cover a widespread area which did not have natural

affinities between parishes.

This objection was supported by the Bedfordshire

Association of Parish Councils.
18.

In view of these comments we decided that we needed further information to

enable us to reach a conclusion.

Therefore, in accordance with section 65(2) of

the 1972 Act and at our request, Mr J C Nelson was appointed an Assistant
Commissioner,

He was asked to hold a local meeting and report to us.

Notice of

the meeting was sent to all who had received our revised draft proposals, or had
commented on them, and was published locally.
19«

The Assistant Commissioner held a meeting at Bedford on 6 December 1977-

A copy of his report to UG of the meeting is attached at Schedule 1 to this report,
20.

In the light of discussions at the meeting and his inspection of the areas

concerned, the Assistant Commissioner recommended that our revised draft proposals
should be varied as follows:
a.

that the proposed Sharnbrook ward should be replaced by two single member
f
wards; one nnmed Sharnbrook, comprising the rwrishes of Knotting and Souldrop,
Melchbourne and Yielden, Odell*and Sharnbrook, the other named Harrold
comprising the parishes of Harrold, Fodington, and Wymington;
b.

that the north western part of the proposed Queens Park ward should

be transferred to Bromham ward;
c.

that two wards named Kempston West and Kempston East, each returning

3 members should take the place of the three proposed wards of Kempston West,
Kempston East and Kempston South.
The Assistant Commissioner also recorded the anxiety expressed at the meeting
on the subject .of compatibility between the electoral arrangements in the various
districts of Bedfordshire and those of the county.
21.

We ^ reviewed our revised draft proposals in the light of the comments

we " received

and of the report of the Assistant Commissioner.

We noted what the

Assistant Commissioner had said about compatibility between district and county
electoral arrangements.

Though we recognised that our revised draft proposals

were not compatible with a larger county council, and that this in itself might

5

give rise to difficulty when tho electoral arrangements for the county came
'to be considered, we decided that we should adhere in principle to those revised
proposals for the Borough,
22.

In relation to the changes recommended by the Assistant Commissioner, we

noted that the recommendation at paragraph 20a above would result in a divided
ward: the parish of Harrold being separated from the parishes of Podington and
Wymington by Odell parish.

We therefore examined an alternative suggestion,

which had been discussed at the local meeting, that the parishes of Helchbourne
and Yielden, Knotting and Souldrop, and Sharnbrnok should form a single member
ward named Sharnbrook, and the parishes of Harrold, Odell, Podington, and
Wymington should form a single member ward named Harrold.
23*

We decided to accept the Assistant Commissioner's recommendations at

paragraph 20b and c above, subject to the necessary warding order being made,
but to adopt the alternative suggestions in relation to the Sharnbrook area.
The warding order has now been made and we have formulated our final proposals
accordingly.
2^.

Details of these final proposals are set out in Schedules 2, 5 and k to

this report.

Schedule 2 gives the names of th« wards and the number of

councillors to be returned by each.
of councillors.

Schedule J> gives the order of retirement

Schedule *t is a description of the areas of the new wards.

The boundaries of the new wards are shown on thp attached maps.

PUBLICATION
25. In accordance with Section 60(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 a
copy of thia report and a copy of the maps are being sent to North Bedfordshire
Borough Council and will bo available for public inspection at the Council's
main offices. Copies of this report (without the maps) are also being sent
to those who received the consultation letter and to those who made comments*

L.S.

Signed:
NICHOLAS MORIUSON

(CHAIRMAN)

JOHN M RANKIN

(DEPUTY CHAIRMAN)

PHYLLIS BOWDEN

TYRRELL BSOCKBANK

G E CHERRY

D P HARRISON

R R THORNTON

LESLIE GRIMSHAW (Secretary)
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SCHEDULE 1

To the Chairman and Members of the Local Government Boundary
Commission for England
?.££?•~*Lgf_the electoral arrangements for
The Borough of North Bedfordshire
A local meeting was held in Bedford at 10.30 a.m. on the 6th
December 1977 to enable a number of matters arising out of the
Commission's draft proposals for the Borough to be discussed.
The persons referred to in appendix A were present at the meeting,
The following matters were discussed:-.
(Unless otherwise stated electorates quoted are those anticipated
by 1981)
The parishes in the proposed Garlton, Felmersham and Sharnbrook Wards*
The Commission propose a Carlton ward comprising the parishes of
Carlton and Chellington, Pavenham and Stevington with an electorate of
1707 returning one member, a Felmersham ward comprising the parishes
of Bletsoe, F'elmersham, Milton Ernest and Thurleigh with an electorate
of 1722 also returning one member and a Sharnbrook ward comprising the
parishes of Harrold, Knotting and Souldrop, Melchbourne and Yielden,
Odell, Podington, Sharnbrook and Wymington with an electorate of 3966
and returning two members.
It was strongly urged that the parish of Harrold's links were
with Carlton and Odell. One parish priest served the two parishes of
Harrold and Carlton and they had a joint parish magazine. The
community centre at Harrold is run for the benefit of the three
communities each ofwhich is only about a mile apart. A number of
other matters, e.g. schools, was referred to in the correspondence.
By contrast, it was said, Harrold had no common interest with the
parishes to the North and East some of which were many miles distant.
Objection was raised to being so large a ward represented by two
members. The three parishes would have an electorate of 1923The Sharnbrook Parish Council said^hat they wanted to be in a
ward comprising the parishes of Bletsoe, Knotting and Souldrop and
Sharnbrook. The reasons advanced were similar to those expressed on
behalf of Harrold and Carlton. They were supported in their view by
the Bedfordshire Association of Parish Councils.
They also objected to a largo ward represented b,y two members.

(2)

In their view it would not be impossible for the two members to
reside in the same locality which would be most unsatisfactory in a
ward some ten miles long. They also said that they might be of
strongly differing views and, if this were so, it might be difficult
to represent the view of the ward as a whole.
The electorate of the area proposed by Sharnbrook would be 1763There is no doubt a great deal of force in these points"but they
do not have regard to what is to happen to those parishes which have
not been included in the combinations proposed by the contending
parties. In particular, no solution was advanced as to the future of
what would become detached parishes such as Podington and Wymington
and, to some extent, Melchbourne and Yielden, or what was to be done
about the remainder of the Commission's proposed Carlton ward if the
parish of Carlton and Chellington were removed from it.
The representative of the Felmersham Parish Council indicated that
they were happy to have Bletsoe with them and that there had been no
adverse comments about the proposed grouping of parishes in his area.
The Act requires the Commission to provide that the ratio of the
number of Local Government electors to the number of Councillors to be
elected shall be, as nearly as may be, the same in every ward of the
borough and, in the absence of any alternative proposal giving the same
or a better ratio than that contained in the Commission's draft
proposals, I cannot recommend any change in the parishes to be included
in the wards proposed by the Commission.
During the discussion it was suggested that the difficulties
associated with the large Sharnbrook ward could be overcome by the
formation of two single member wards one, comprising the parishes of
Harrold, Odell, Podington and Wymington and the other consisting of the
parishes of Knotting and Souldrop, Melchbourne and Yielden and Sharnbrook,
The electorates of these two wards would be 2169 and 1797 respectively.
If the parish of Odell were included with Sharnbrook the figures would
be 1968 and 1998. These would meet the criterion laid down in the Act.
This proposal had not been considered prior to the meeting and, although
Wymington Parish Council had expressed their satisfaction with the
original proposals, it is not known what are the views of the parishes
affected on this new suggestion. It is, however, a suggestion which is
one which, in my view, has considerable merit and I recommend that

(3)

instead of the Sharnbrook ward as proposed "by the Commission there
should be two wards each returning one member*, one - 'oharnbrook ward comprising the parishes of Knotting and Souldrop, Melchbourne and Yielden,
Odell and Sharnbrook and. the other - Harrold ward - comprising the
parishes of Harrold, Podington and Wymington.
II. Compatibility between District and County Electoral Arrangements.
The representatives of the County Council, the "Bedfordshire Constituency Labour Party and the Bedford Liberal Party all expressed concern
that the Commission's proposals appeared to be compatible with a county
council of approximately 70 members whereas, in.their view, the arrangements
which had been approved for the other districts in the county were compatible with a considerably larger county council.
As I understand the provisions of the Act it is the duty of the
Commission to review the electoral arrangements for the districts and, when
that review is complete, to review the electoral arrangements for the
county. I was appointed by the Home Office to hold a local inquiry or
carry out any consultation or investigation with respect to the review of
the electoral arrangements for the Borough of North Bedfordshire. I have
no information about the proposals for the County and cannot, therefore,
consider the proposals for the Borough in relation to them.
All I can do is to record the widespread anxiety which was expressed
at the meeting on this subject.
III. The proposed De Farys ward
This ward comprises a developed area of the former Borough of Bedford
and, on the Commission's draft proposals, would have an electorate of 5859
and would return three members. On its North Eastern side the Commission
proposed a Putnoe ward with an electorate of 5662 and three members.
The Bedford Liberal Party wanted pc'.rt of the Northern area of the
De Parys ward containing an electorate of 1118 transferred to the Putnoe
ward. The reasons they advanced were that this area had greater links
with the Putnoe ward and that - although the boundary between the two
wards was an arbitrary one - theirs was more well defined as it followed
a more/iajor road (polhill Avenue). They appreciated that this would reduce
the De Parys ward electorate below the average but they took the view that
the estimate in the increase of that ward to 1981 (^99) was far too low
and that it might well be some 200 - 400 more.

(4)

They also suggested that the De Parys, Putnoe, Goldington and
Newnham wards should altogether have 12 members instead of the 11 proposed.
One of the main purposes was to enable there to be greater compatibility
for the proposals for the County Council elections.
It is true that Polhill Avenue makes a better boundary, not only
because it is a main distributory road, but also because, having school
playing fields on its southern side, it creates a greater physical break
in the development. The development itself would appear to be as appropriately linked with that to the North as with that to the South and
there may well be community links with the Northern area although no
specific evidence of these links was given at the meeting.
The representative of the Borough Council explained how the estimated
increase in the electorate had been calculated and there was no evidence that,
in this particular instance, the figures were not likely to be an accurate
estimate.
The proposal to have twelve members would mean that the variation, from
the average would be greater than with the proposed eleven members.
The representative of the Bedford Labour Party did not support the
proposed change, and I do not recommend that oonaiAerfttluii sliuuld \JB &luen
i« increasing the representation of the three wards from eleven to twelve.
As the whole area forms part of the built up area of the former
Borough I do not consider that such community links as may exist can be
considered as of such importance as to outweigh the greater equality of
representation produced by adopting the Commission's draft proposals
neither do I consider that the slightly better boundary would justify such
a change.
A suggestion that the proposed Newnham ward should be called Goldington
South was not pursued at the meeting.
IV. The North Western part of the Queen's Park Hard.
The Commission proposed that the Queen's Park ward, which was, for
the greater part, comprised of the built up area of the former Borough of
Bedford, should also include an area on the North Western boundary which
was in proximity to the village of Biddenham. The proposed ward had an
electorate of 5570 and was to be represented by 3 members. TheBromham Ward
of which the parish of Biddenham would form E, part, would have an electorate
of 3737 and would be represented by two members.
Representations were made that Biddenham Turn and the development to

(5)"': •-..".,

•the North West of it should be transferred to the Bromham ward because
it was really all part of Biddenham village, it was in the Biddenham
ecclesiastical.parish and was physically separated from the remainder
of the Queen's Park ward.
This view was said to be supported by the Biddenham Society, the
Biddenham Parish Council and the Biddenham Parochial Church Council
although there was no direct evidence.
The area in question was not precisely defined but is thought to
have an electorate.of some 285•
With a Council of 53 members the entitlements of the two wards as
proposed by the Commission would be 2.99 for Queen's Park and 2.01 for
Bromham. If 285 electors were transferred from Queen's Park to Bromham
the amended entitlements would be 2.84 and 2,16 respectively. On the
basis of 3 and 2 members these variations do not appear to be excessive.
The area in question is wholly cut off from the greater part of the
Queen's Park ward by very extensive school playing fields whilst being
almost a continuation of the Main Road in Biddenham village. I consider
that the situation is sufficiently exceptional to justify acceptance of
the comparatively smali variation in representation.
^accordingly recommend that an area (to be subsequently precisely
defined) bounded on the South by Biddenham Turn and on the North East by
Bromham Road be transferred from the Queen's Park ward to the Bromham ward,
The Kempsion Wards.
The Commission proposed that there should be three wards covering
the Kempston area as follows:Ward
No. of councillors
Electorate (1981)
Kempston West
3
5796
Kempston North
2
3450
Kempston South
2
3688
At the meeting the Borough Council's representative indicated that,
as a result of certain policy changes, e.g.- a decision to sell off part of
the land owned by the Council in the proposed North ward for private
development, it had been necessary to re-calculate the estimated 1981
electorate. It was now considered that the total electorate for the three
wards in 198! would be 12041 instead of the 12934 previously calculated.
Instead of a total of seven members it was now thought 1iiat six would be a
more appropriate number apportioned between two three member wards. It

(6)

was therefore suggested that/there should "be a Kempston West Ward with
an estimated electorate of 5367 and a Kempston East Ward with an estimated
electorate of 6174- The descriptions of these proposed wards is set out
in Appendix B.
•
.
This proposition was supported by an elected member of the Borough
Council who also represented the Kempston Conservative Association, by
the Chairman of the Kempston Town Council (who also indicated that it was
proposed;.to divide the area in a similar way for the purposes of Town
Council elections) and by the representative of the County Council.
This would have the effect of reducing the size of the Borough Council
from fifty four to fifty three members. The effect in relation to the
representation in individual wards is not significant except in two Castle and Clapham - where the entitlements become 2.71 against three
members and 1*74 against two members. Expressed as a variation per member
these figures become .10 in the case of Castle and .13 in Clapham.
Variations of this magnitude have had to be-accepted in other wards.
It will be seen, by the bodies expressing agreement with it, that
this proposal has received a certain amount of publicity in the area and,
as it seems to be so generally acceptable, I recommend that it should be
adopted and that there should be a Kempston West Ward and a Kempston East
Ward each with the boundaries described in Appendix B and each returning
three members.
At the conclusion of the meeting I took the opportunity to visit the
areas referred to in I, III and IV above.
In summary - the changes which I therefore recommend to the
Commission's proposals ares(a) that there should be two wards - Sharnbrook and Harrold - to take
place of the proposed Sharnbrook Ward;
(b) that the North Western part of the Queen's Park Ward should be
transferred to the Bromham Ward, and
(c) that two wards (Kempston West and Kempston jgust) each returning
three members should take the place of the Kempston West, Kempston
East and Kempston South Wards proposed by the Commission.

Id- January, 1978

(7)

APP12NDIX "A"

Name
Address
Councillor V.G. Brandon, 22 The Causeway, Carlton,
Bedford.
Caxton House, Carton Road,
Mr. E.G. Coleman,
Bedford'.
3 Loring Road, Sharnbrook,
Mr. J. Mansel-Davies,
Bedford.
County Hall, Bedford.
Mr. K.C. Evans,
Mr. J. Francis,
Councillor Mrs. P.D.
Grange,
Mrs. S. Hunt,
Councillor A.J. Lennon,

9 Marriotts Close,
Felmersham, Bedford.
29 Cherry Walk, Kempston,
Bedford.
34 Haxter Road, Kempston,
Bedford.
42 Wheat house Close,
Bedford.

Representing
North Bedford Borough
Council.
Bedford County Press.
Sharnbrook Parish Council.
County Secretary's Dept.,
Bedfordshire County Council
Felmersham Parish Council.
Kempston Town Council.
Bedford Labour Party.
Bedford Liberal Party and
North Bedfordshire Borough
Council.
Sharnbrook Parish Council.

74 High Street,
Sharnbrook, Bedford.
6a St. Mary's Street, Bedford. Bedford Labour Party.
Mr. R. Martin,
North Bedfordshire Borough
Councillor W.J. Martin, 62 Beaconsfield Street,
Bedford.
Council and Kempston
Conservative Association.
11
North Bedfordshire Borough
Councillor K.A. Nichols, "Celyn , Bamfords Lane,
Turvey, Bedford.
Council.
Clapham Parish Council.
11 Bedford Road,
Mr. T.A. Parry,•
Clapham, Bedford.
2 Headway,
Harrold Parish Council.
Mr. T.L. Tinkler,
Harrold,' Bedford.
Assistant Director of
Town Hall, Bedford.
Mr. B. Underwood,
Administration, North
Bedfordshire Borough
Council.
Bedford Labour Group.
92 Orchard Street,
Councillor Mrs. A.V-.E.
Kempston, Bedford.
Wood,
Mr. H.L. Martin,

(8)

APPENDIX "B"
Kempston West Ward
Commencing at a point where the northern boundary of Kempston Rural
parish meets Woburn Road, thence north westwards and northwards along the
said parish boundary to the southern boundary.of Biddenham parish, then
northwards along the eastern boundary of Biddenham parish to a point
connecting with the northern boundary of Kempston Urban pariah, thence
eastwards along the said northern boundary to a point at the south eastern
corner of Queens Park Recreation ground, thence south eastwards along the
parish boundary to the junction of Bedford Road and Kempston Road, thence
south westwards down the centre of Bedford Road to its junction with
Bunyan Road, thence south eastwards and south westwards along the centre
of Bunyan Road to its junction with Woburn Road, thence south westwards
down the centre of Woburn Road to the point of commencement.

Kempston Bast Ward
Commencing at a point where the northern boundary of Kempston Rural
parish meets Woburn Road, thence eastwards along the said parish boundary
to the western boundary of Elstow parish, thence north eastwards and north
westwards along the boundary of the said parish to the junction between
Bedford Road and Kempston Road, thence south westwards along the centre of
Bedford Road to its junction with Bunyan Road, thence south eastwards and
south westwards along the centre of Bunyan Road to its junction with
Woburn Road, thence south westwards along the centre of Woburn Roud to the
point of commencement.

;

BOROUGH OF NORTH BEDFORDSHIRE
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SCHEDULE 2

BOROUGH OF NO;iTH BEDFORDSHIRE s NAMES OP PROPOSED WARDS
AND NUMBERS OF COUNCILLORS
.
.
.
NAME OF WARD
Brickhlll
Bromham
Corlton
Castle
Cauldwell
Clapham
Do Paryg
Eastcotts
Felmersham
Great Barford
Harpur
Harrold
Kempston East
Kempston Rural
Kempston West
Kingebrook
Newnham
Oakley
Putnoe
Queens Park
Renhold
Riseley
Roxton
Sharnbrook
Wilahamatoad
Wootton

.

KQ. OF COUNCILLORS

.
•

•

'

.

.

3
*
*
3
3
2
3
^
^
1
3
1
3
?
3
3
*
I
3
3
1

^*
1
^
1

.^

'

SCHEDULE 3

BOROUGH OF NOHTH BEDFORDSHIRE i OHDER OF R1STIREMENT OF COUNCILLORS

NO. OF COUNCILLORS
Ri-JPRKSKiiTING WARD

1ST YEAR

21-ID YEAS

3RD YEAR

Brickhill
" Bromham
Carlton
Castle
Cauldwell

3

1

1

1

2
1

1

3
3

Clapham
De Parys

2

1
1
1
1
1 PE

NAME OF WARD

Eastcotts
Felmarsham
Goldington
Great Barford
Harpur
Harrold

Kerapaton East
Kemps ton Rural
Kemps ton Vest
Kingsbrook
Nevnham

Oakley .
Futnoe
Queens Park

Renhold

Riseley
'-Rorton
Sharnbrook
' "Wilshsautead
Uootton

3
1
1
3
1
3
1
3
1
3
3
2
1

3
3
1
1
1
1
1

1 PE

1
1
. 1
1
1
1
1
1
1 PE-

2

1

53

18

PE = Parish Election

,

1 PE
-

1

1
1
1 EE

1

1

1

-•

1 PE
1

1
1 PE

1
1 PE

1
1
1
1
1 PE
1
1
1 PE
1 PE

1 PE
-

18

1
1 PE
1 PE
1 PE
1

1
1
s'' 1 PE
1 PE

17

SCHEDULE 4
BOROUGH OF NORTH BEDFORDSHIRE

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WARD BOUNDARIES

Note: Where the boundary is described as following a road, railway, river,
canal or similar feature if should be deemed to follow the centre
line of the feature unless otherwise stated.

QUEENS PARK WARD
Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of the Parish of
Biddenham meets the Wellingborough to Bedford railway, thence southeastwards
along said railway to Bromham Road, thence generally eastwards along said
road to-the eastern carriageway of the road known as Greyfriars, thence
southwards and generally southeastwards along said road to Midland Road,
thence eastwards along said road to River Street, thence southeastwards
along said street to Home Lane, thence northeastwards along said lane to a
point opposite the eastern boundary of the Car Park to the east of the Cattle
Market, thence southeastwards to and along said boundary and the western
boundary of the brewery and in prolongation thereof to the River Great Ouse,
thence southwestwards and westwards along said river to the northern boundary
of the Parish of Kempston, thence generally westwards along said CP boundary
to the eastern boundary of the Parish of Biddenham, thence generally northwards along said CP boundary to a point being the prolongation southwestwards of the rear boundary of No J>& Biddenham Turn, thence northeastwards
along said prolongation and-the rear boundaries of Nos 38-22 Biddenham Turn
to the northeastern boundary of the last mentioned property, thence northwestwards along said boundary to the southern boundary of the unnamed access road
leading to Biddenham Turn, thence northeastwards along said boundary and
the rear boundaries of Nos 18-8 Biddenham Turn and continuing northeastwards
in a straight line to NG reference TL 033575020? being a point in Bromham
Road, thence northwestwards along said road to the eastern boundary of the
parish of Biddenham thence northeastwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.
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HARPUR WARD

Commencing at a point where the northern boundary of Queens Park Ward meets
the eastern boundary of the Parish of Biddenham, thence generally northwestwards along said CP boundary to the eastern boundary of the Parish of
Bromham, thence generally northwards along said boundary to the southern
boundary of the. Parish of Clapham, thence northeastwards and generally eastwards along said CP boundary to the footpath to the east of the Laboratory,
thence southeastwards along said footpath, crossing Brickhill Drive, to the
footpath known as Foster's Hill, thence southeastwards along said path to
Foster Hill Road, thence southeastwards along said road to the road known
as The Broadway, thence northwestwards along said road and Tavistock Street
to the road known as The Crescent, thence southwestwards along said road to
Bromham Road, thence westwards along said road to the northern boundary of
Queens Park Ward, thence generally westwards and northwestwards along said
boundary to the point of commencementv

CASTLE WARD

Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of Queens Park Ward meets
the southern boundary of Harpur Ward, thence eastwards, northeastwards and
southeastwards along said southern boundary and continuing southeastwards
along the road known as The Broadway to St Peter's Street, thence northeastwards along said street to Goldington Road, thence eastwards along said
road to Newnham Avenue, thence southwestwards along said avenue to
Longholme Way, thence southwards along said way to Priory Bridge on the
River Great Ouse, thence westwards along said river to the eastern boundary
of Queens Park Ward, thence generally northwestwards along said boundary to
the point of commencement.

DE PARYS WARD

Commencing at a point where the northern boundary of Castle Ward meets the
eastern boundary of Harpur Ward, thence northwestwards along said eastern
boundary to the road known as Brickhill Drive, thence northeastwards along
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said road to a point opposite the western boundary of No 155 Brickhill Drive,
thence northwestwards to and along said boundary to the rear boundary of said
property, thence northeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries
of Nos 153S-151 Brickhill Drive to Curlew Crescent, thence northwestwards
along said crescent to a point opposite the rear boundary of No 1^9
Brickhill Drive, thence northeastwards to and along said boundary and the
rear boundaries of Nos 1^7-1^1 Brickhill Drive to the rear boundary of No 32
Plover Way, thence northeastwards along said boundary and continuing northeastwards in a straight line to the rear boundary of No 26 Plover Way, thence
eastwards along said boundary, the rear boundary of No 2k Plover Way and the
rear boundaries of Nos 131-119 Brickhill Drive to Kestrel Road, thence northwards along said road to a point opposite the southern boundary of No 3
Kestrel Road, thence eastwards to and along said boundary, the rear boundaries
of Nos 32-*f Starling Way, and the southern boundary of No 10 Linnet Way,
to the road known as Linnet Way, thence southwards along said road to Brickhill
Drive, thence southeastwards along said drive to the western boundary of
No 77 Brickhill Drive, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the
eastern boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary
to the southern boundary of No 2 Merlin Gardens, thence southeastwards along
said boundary to the southeastern boundary of No 71 Brickhill Drive, thence
southwestwards along said boundary to Brickhill Drive, thence southeastwards
along said drive to a point opposite the northwestern boundary of No 69
Brickhill Drive, thence northeastwards to and along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southeastwards along said boundary and the
rear boundaries of Nos 67-21 Brickhill Drive, thence southeastwards in a
straight line crossing Larkway to the rear boundary of No 19 Brickhill Drive,
thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 17-13
Brickhill Drive to the western boundary of No 11 Brickhill Drive, thence
northeastwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of said property,
thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of
Nos 9-1 Brickhill Drive, thence southwestwards along the eastern boundary of
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the last mentioned property to Brickhill Drive, thence southeastwards along
said drive to Kimbolton Road, thence northeastwards along said road to
Putnoe Lane, thence eastwards and northeastwards along said lane to
Stancliffe Road, thence southeastwards along said road to a point opposite
the northwestern boundary of No 2 Stancliffe Road, thence northeastwards
along said boundary to the rear boundary of said property thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 4-26 Stancliffe
Road, thence southeastwards in a straight line, crossing the road known as
Hartshill, to the rear boundary of No 28 Stancliffe Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 30-56 Stancliffe
Road, thence southeastwards in a straight line, crossing Cambrian Way, to
the rear boundary of No 58 Stancliffe Road, thence southeastwards along
said boundary, the rear boundaries of Nos 60-74 Stancliffe Road and the rear
boundaries of Nos 44-6 Leasway to the rear boundary of No 2? Haylands Way,
thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear boundary of No 29
Haylands Way to the northeastern boundary of No 1^0 Mendip Crescent, thence
southeastwards and southwestwards along the northeastern and southeastern
boundaries of said property to Mendip Crescent, thence southeastwards along
said crescent to the road known as Haylands Way, thence southwestwards
along said road to Polhill Avenue, .thence southeastwards along said avenue
to Goldington Road, thence westwards along said road to the northern boundary
of Castle Ward, thence generally westwards and northwestwards along said
boundary to the point of commencement.

BRICKHILL WARD

Commencing at a point where the northern boundary of De Parys Ward meets the
eastern boundary of Harpur Ward, thence northwestwards along said eastern
boundary to the southern boundary of the Parish of Clapham, thence generally
northeastwards along said CP boundary and continuing northeastwards and
southeastwards along the southern boundary of tfte Parish of Ravensden to, .,
thence southwestwards along said road to a point opposite the
. northeastern boundary of N6 289 Kimbolton Road
Kimbolton Road,/thence southeastwards to and along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the
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rear boundaries of Nos 287-285 Kimbolton Road to the northeastern boundary of
No 281 Kimbolton Road thence southeastwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property,, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the
rear boundaries of Nos 279-275 Kimbolton Road to Wentworth Drive, thence
southeastwards along said drive to a point opposite the rear boundary of No 271
Kimbolton Road, thence southwestwards to and along said boundary and the rear
boundaries of Nos 267-257 Kimbolton Road to the southwestern boundary of
No 257.Kimbolton Road, thence northwestwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of No 253 Kimbolton Road, thence southwestwards along said boundary
to the southern boundary of No 251 Kimbolton Road, thence westwards along
said boundary to the rear boundary of No 2^7 Kimbolton Road, thence southwards
along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 245-221 Kimbolton Road,
thence southwestwards in a straight line, crossing Rowallan Drive, to the
western boundary of No 1 Rowallan Drive, thence southwards, northeastwards
and southwards along said boundary to the northwestern boundary of No 209
Kimbolton Road, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the rear boundary
of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear
boundary of No 207 Kimbolton Road to the northern boundary of No 203 Kimbolton
Road, thence eastwards, southwards and westwards along the northern, eastern
and southern boundaries of said property to the rear boundary of No 8
Crofton Close, thence southwards along said boundary to the southern boundary
of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of No 10 Crofton Close, thence southwards along said boundary and
the rear boundary of No .12 Crofton Close to the northwestern boundary of
No 193 Kimbolton Roadt thence northeastwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southeastwards along said boundary and the
rear boundaries of Nos 191-187 Kimbolton Road, to the southeastern boundary
of No 187 Kimbolton Road, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the
southeastern boundary of No 183 Kimbolton Road to the rear boundary of
No 181 Kimbolton Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the
northwestern boundary of No 179a Kimbolton Road, thence northeastwards along
said boundary to the rear boundary of said property, thence southeastwards
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along said boundary and crossing the path to the rear boundary of No' 179
Kirabolton Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the southeastern boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary
and the southeastern boundary of No 177 Kimbolton Road to the rear boundary
of No 175 Kimbolton Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary and the
rear boundary of No 173 Kimbolton Road to the southeastern boundary of said
property, thence southwestwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of
No 171 Kimbolton Road, thence southeastwards' along said boundary to the
southeastern boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along said
boundary to the rear boundary of No 159 Kimbolton Road, thence southeastwards
along said boundary, the rear boundaries of Nos 155-1^5 Kimbolton Road and
the northeastern boundary of the vacant plot to the southeastern boundary
of said plot, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the southeastern
boundary of No 139 Kimbolton Road to Kimbolton Road, thence southwards along
said road to the northwestern boundary of No 135 Kimbolton Road, thence
northeastwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of said property,
thence southeastwards along said boundary to the northwestern boundary of
No 133 Kimbolton Road, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southeastwards along said boundary to the
southeastern boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along' said
boundary to the rear boundary of No 131 Kimbolton Road, thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 129-125 Kimbolton
Road to the southeastern boundary of No 125 Kimbolton Road.thence southwestwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of No 123 Kimbolton Road,
thence southeastwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 121119 Kimbolton Road to the rear boundary of No 6 Putnoe Lane, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos *f-2 Putnoe
Lane to the southwestern boundary of No 2 Putnoe Lane, thence southeastwards
along said boundary and in prolongation thereof to the northern boundary of
De Parys Ward, thence generally northwestwards and southwestwards along said
ward boundary to the point of commencement.
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PUTNOE WARD

Commencing at.a point where the northern boundary of De Parys Ward meets
the eastern boundary of Brickhill Ward, thence generally northwards along
said eastern boundary to the southern boundary of the Parish of Ravensden,
thence southeastwards along said CP boundary to the western boundary of
the Parish of Renhold, thence southeastwards along said CP boundary to
Church Lane,' thence southwards along said lane to the roundabout, thence
southwestwards and southeastwards along the western carriageway of said
roundabout to re-join Church Lane, thence southwards along said lane to a
point opposite the northeastern boundary of .No 180 Church Lane, thence
northwestwards to and along said boundary and continuing northwestwards to
a point opposite Powis Road, thence southwestwards to and along said road
to a point opposite the southwestern boundary of No 1*f8 Church Lane, thence
southeastwards to and along said boundary to Church Lane, thence southwards
along said lane to a point opposite the northeastern boundary of No 1^6
Church Lane, thence northwestwards to and along said boundary to the rear
boundary of said property, thence southwestwards along said boundary and the
rear boundaries of Nos lVt-13** Church Lane to the southwestern boundary of
No 134 Church Lane, thence southeastwards along said boundary to Church Lane,
thence southwards along said lane to a point opposite the northeastern
boundary of Woodside Middle School, thence northwestwards to and along said
boundary to the path known as Flint Way, thence southwestwards ant? southeastwards along said path to the path known as Sudeley Walk, thence generally
northwestwards along said path to the rear boundary of No 17 Bamburgh Drive,
thence southwestwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 15-5
Bamburgh Drive, thence southwestwards crossing Arundel Drive, to the rear
boundary of No 3 Bamburgh Drive, thence southwestwards along said boundary
and the rear boundary of No 1 Bamburgh Drive to the southwestern boundary of
said property, thence northwestwards along said boundary to the road known as
Bamburgh Drive, thence southwestwards along said road to Putnoe Street,
thence northwestwards along said street to the road known as Bowhill, thence
generally southwestwards along said road to the road known as Queen's Drive,
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thence southeastwards along said road to the road known as Haylands Way,
thence eouthwestwards along said road to the northern boundary of De Parys
Ward, thence generally northwestwards and southwestwards along said boundary
to the point of commencement^

GOLDINGTON WARD

Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of Putnoe Ward meets the
western boundary of the Parish of Renhold, thence generally southeastwards
along said CP boundary to St Neots Road, thence southwestwards along said
road to a point opposite the eastern boundary of Orchard House, thence
northwestwards to and along said boundary to the rear boundary of said
property, thence southwestwards and southeastwards along said boundary and
the western boundary of said property to St Neots Road, thence southwestwards along said road to Shuttleworth Road thence northwestwards and southwestwards along said road to a point opposite the northeastern boundary of
the Engineering Works, thence southeastwards to and along said boundary to
the rear boundary of said works, thence southwestwards along said boundary
to the western boundary of the Bus Depot, thence southeastwards along said
boundary and in prolongation thereof to the rear boundary of The Golden Lion
public house, thence southwestwards and southeastwards along said boundary
and the western boundary of said property to Goldington Road, thence southwestwards along said road to the road known as Goldington Green, thence
generally northeastwards along said road and Church Lane to a point opposite
the southern boundary of No *f Church Lane, thence westwards to and along said
boundary and the southern boundary of No 6 Church Lane, to the rear boundary
of said property, thence northwards along said boundary to the path joining
Church Lane to Vicars Walk, thence westwards along said path to the road
known as Vicars Walk, thence westwards along said road, to a point opposite
the southern boundary of No 37 Vicars Walk, thence southwestwards to and westwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of said property, thence northwards along said boundary,-the rear boundaries of Nos 35-31 Vicars Walk and
the western boundary of No 123 The Boundary to the rear boundary of No 121
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The Boundary, thence westwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries
of Nos 119-97 The Boundary, thence westwards in a straight .line, crossing
Cricket Lane, to the rear boundary of No 95 The Boundary, thence westwards
along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 93-75 The Boundary to
the western boundary of No 75 The Boundary, thence northwards along said
boundary to a point opposite the rear boundary of No 73 The Boundary, thence
westwards to and along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 71-^9
The Boundary to the western boundary of No *f9 The Boundary, thence northwards along said boundary to the rear boundary of No 4? The Boundary, thence
westwards along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 4-5-23 The
Boundary to the road known as Heronscroft, thence northwestwards along said
road to the road known as The Boundary, thence northeastwards along said
road to a point opposite the rear boundary of No 2 The Croft,.thence northwestwards to and along said boundary and the rear boundaries of Nos 4-16
The Croft, thence northwestwards along the rear of the garages at the rear
of Nos 19 and 17 Roundmead to the rear boundary of No 27 Cotswold Close, thence
northwestwards and northeastwards along said boundary and the southeastern
boundary of No 26 Cotswold Close to the rear boundary of No 13 Roundmead,
thence northwestwards along said boundary^ the rear boundaries of Nos 11-1
Roundmead and the rear boundaries of Nos 133-113 Queen's Drive to the rear
boundary of the Clinic, thence westwards and generally northwards along
said rear boundary and the western boundary of said clinic to a point opposite
the southwestern boundary of No 87 Queen's Drive, thence northwestwards
to and along said boundary and in prolongation thereof to the southeastern
boundary of Putnoe Ward, thence generally northeastwards and northwards along
said boundary and the eastern boundary of said ward to the point of
commencementr

NEWNHAM WART)
Commencing at a point where the southeastern boundary of Putnoe Ward meets
the southwestern^boundary of Goldington Ward, thence generally southeastwards and northeastwards along said southwestern boundary and the south-
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eastern boundary of said ward to the western boundary of the Parish of
Renhold, thence southeastwards along said CP boundary to the northwestern
boundary of the Parish of Cople, thence generally southwestwards along said
CP boundary to the northern boundary of the Parish of Cardington, thence
southwestwards and southeastwards along said CP boundary to the Dismantled
Railway, thence southwestwards along said railway to the River Great Ouse
at a point to the southeast of Kings Bridge, thence generally northwestwards
along said river to the road known as Longholme Way, thence northeastwards
along said road to the eastern boundary of Castle Ward, thence northeastwards along said ward boundary to the eastern boundary of De Pary Ward,
thence northwestwards and northeastwards along said boundary to the southeastern boundary of Putnoe Ward, thence northeastwards along said boundary to
the point of commencement.

KINGSBROOK WARD

s
Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of Newnham Ward meets the
northwestern boundary of the Parish of Cardington, thence southeastwards and
generally southwestwards along said CP boundary to the northern boundary of
the Parish of Eastcotts, thence southwestwards, southeastwards and northwestwards along said CP boundary to where it crosses the Dismantled Railway north
of the Bunyan Centre, thence northwestwards along said railway to Mile Road,
thence northeastwards along said road to the roundabout, thence northwards
along the western carriageway of said roundabout to the northern carriageway
of London Road,'thence northwestwards to and along said road to St John's"
Street, thence generally northwards and northwestwards along said street and
St Mary's Street to the southern boundary of Castle Ward, thence eastwards
along said ward boundary to the western boundary of Newnham Ward, thence
southwestwards and southeastwards along said western boundary to the southern
boundary of said ward, thence northeastwards along said boundary to the
point of commencement.

CAULDWELL WARD
Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of Castle Ward meets the
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western boundary of Kingsbrook Ward, thence southeastwards along said
western boundary to the northwestern boundary of the Parish of Eastcotts,
thence southwestwards and southeastwards along the northwestern and southwestern boundaries of said CP to the northern boundary of the Parish of
Elstow, thence westwards, northwestwards and westwards along said CP
boundary to the northeastern boundary of the Parish of Kempston, thence
northwestwards along'said CP boundary to the southern boundary of Queen's
Park Ward, thence eastwards and northeastwards along said southern boundary
to the southern boundary of Castle Ward, thence eastwards along said
boundary to the point of commencement.

KEMPSTON WEST WARD
The Kempston West Ward of the parish of Kempston

KEMPSTON EAST WARD
The Kempston East Ward of the parish of Kempston

BROMHAM WARD
The Parishes of Biddenham

Bromham
and the area bounded by a line commencing at a point where the eastern
boundary of Biddenham CP meets the western boundary of Queen's Park Ward,
thence southeastwards and southwestwards along said ward boundary to the
eastern boundary of Biddenham CP, thence northwestwards and northeastwards
along said CP boundary to-the point of commencement.

CARLTON WARD
The Parishes of Carlton and Chellington

Pavenham
Stevington

CLAPHAM WARD

The Parish of Clapham
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EASTCOTTS WARD
The Parishes of Cardington
Cople
Eastcotts

FELMERSHAM WARD
The Parishes of Bletsoe

j
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Felmersham
Milton Ernest
Thurleigh

GREAT BARFORD WARD
The Parishes of Great Barford
Willington

HARROLD WARD
<!
The Parishes of Harrold
Odell
Podington
Wymington

i
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KEMPSTON RURAL WARD
The Parishes of Kempston Rural
Stagsden
Turvey

OAKLEY WARD
The Parish of Oakley

RENHOLD WARD
The Parishes of Ravensden
Renhold
Wilden
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RISELEY WARD
The Parishes of Bolnhurst and Keysoe
Dean and Shelton
Pertenhall
Riseley
Swineshead

ROXTON WARD
The Parishes of Colmworth
Little Barford
Little Staughton
Roxton

Staploe

SHARNBROOK WARD
The Parishes of Knotting and Souldrop
Melchbourne and Yielden
Sharnbrook

WILSHAMSTEAD WARD

The Parishes of Elstow
Wilshamstead

WOOTTON WARD
The Parishes of Stewartby
Wootton

