From: Hilary Elias [mailto
]
Sent: 19 August 2016 14:05
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Subject: South Norfolk District Council ‐ Old Costessey Ward and New Costessey Ward ‐ Changes
Dear All
I was unable to upload the maps and the screen map provided was too fiddly to draw on accurately
Please find attached plan for proposed changes to Old Costessey / Cringleford (District Wards) referred to as
Bawburgh PC as that is the parish which will be affected by the changes.
Also for the New Costessey Ward / Norwich City boundary – changes which would iron out the existing anomalies.
If you have any queries please do contact me.
Regards

Hilary Elias
Clerk to Costessey Town Council, The Costessey Centre, Longwater Lane, Costessey, Norwich. NR8
5AH.
www.costessey.org.uk
@Costesseytc
The contents of this e‐mail are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and
delete the e‐mail.
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OLD COSTESSEY WARD: Boundary with Bawburgh PC (Cringleford Ward
Boundary at District Council level) NB: Map above was too fiddly to change so have
uploaded our version
1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Costessey Town Councillors met with Bawburgh Parish Councillors to agree a
joint response to varying the boundary between Costessey and Bawburgh.
Costessey Town Council and Bawburgh Parish Council wish to find a common
sense solution to the issue of new developments expanding into neighbouring
parishes, and use physical boundaries on the ground to guide changes which appear
necessary to unite communities divided by historic ward boundaries.
1.2 CTC & BPC believe that the changes must be practical and any new boundaries
clearly and easily identifiable on the ground.
1.3 Costessey Town Councillors also discussed the possible realigning of the New
Costessey / Norwich City boundary to iron out anomalies with a handful of streets in
Norwich being accessed via Costessey
1.4 The overriding principle has been to find practical and logical solutions, using
access to an area to determine what the best boundary alterations would be to join
together parts of a community which happen to have been built over previous ward
boundaries.
2 Old Costessey / Bawburgh Boundary
2.1 The large development of Lodge Farm (Phases 1 & 2) which will eventually grow
to approx. 1,000 dwellings now straddles the parish boundary, and residents often
believe their property is in Costessey, when in fact it is in Bawburgh.
2.2 The original village of Bawburgh is on the west side of the A47 Norwich southern
bypass (Highways England route), which is difficult to cross. Since the building of the
Bypass it is no longer linked geographically with the area now built upon at Lodge
Farm, and there is no public transport between the two parts the old village and the
new development. The village has a rural atmosphere and outlook and wishes to
remain a small rural community. It has a small village core with an agricultural
hinterland surrounding it.
2.3 However, residents living in the Bawburgh part of Lodge Farm are, in effect,
living in suburbia. They can only access their properties by travelling through the
Costessey part of the Lodge Farm development from the A1074 Dereham Road and
have bought properties in a location which has easy access to Norwich and the A47
transport links.
2.4 Residents living in the Bawburgh part of Lodge Farm have expectations of urban
services which it is beyond the resources of Bawburgh Parish Council to provide.
They often ring Costessey Town Council asking for litter bins, grit bins etc, only to be
told that they are actually living in Bawburgh.

2.5 Electors in the Bawburgh part of Lodge Farm have to leave Lodge Farm, cross
the bypass via an extremely busy junction and enter the original part of the village in
order to vote. A few voters have expressed their dissatisfaction with this
arrangement to councillors.
2.6 There is a history of previous meetings between Costessey & Bawburgh
Councils, when Bawburgh PC had agreed it was happy to accede land to the east of
the A47 to the then Costessey Parish Council. These proposals had been informed
by formal and informal consultations Bawburgh Parish Council had had with
residents, both in the village itself and on Lodge Farm, most of whom wished the
whole of Lodge Farm to be within Costessey. The Bawburgh PC Chairman had more
recently conducted a straw poll of newer residents who all agreed the change would
be a common sense move.
2.7 It was noted that there would be a small financial detriment to all residents on
Lodge Farm if the land was transferred, as those transferring to Costessey would
pay the slightly higher Council Tax rate, and those remaining in Bawburgh would
have the precept divided between a smaller number of residents. This was pointed
out by the Bawburgh PC Chairman to those he contacted and almost all seemed
willing to accept this.
2.8 Bawburgh Councillors were keen to arrive at a “commonsense” solution which
would take into account possible future development in the new Greater Norwich
Local Plan proposals to 2036. The Costessey / Easton / Bawburgh area is a growth
“hot spot” with thousands more houses planned and a proposed new Food Hub in
the area. The GNLP is already seeking new sites for further development and it is
possible that the land adjacent to Lodge Farm phases 1 & 2 to the south could be
put forward as possible development sites for the GNLP in future.
2.9 Bawburgh PC & Costessey TC representatives:
a) RECOMMENDED that the A47 bypass be adopted as the new western
boundary of Costessey TC, running south of the Longwater Junction (from the
point where existing boundary crosses westwards towards the showground)
(see plan)
b) RECOMMENDED that there be no change to the boundaries of land situated
to the west of the A47 (ie that the Longwater junction and part of the
Showground remain within Costessey for the time being as this does not
affect any residents). (see plan). NOTE: This could be reviewed at a later date
to align the boundary with the old A47 Dereham Road which runs along the
northern perimeter of the Showground. Easton PC would also be affected and
might result in a realignment of District Councillor wards.
c) RECOMMENDED that New Road become the southern boundary of
Costessey from the point where it meets the City boundary to where New
Road crosses under the A47 southern bypass (see plan)
4 New Costessey / Old Costessey Boundary
4.1 This boundary was amended relatively recently and no recommendations for
change were made. RECOMMENDED that no changes be made to the Old
Costessey / New Costessey boundaries.

5 Queen’s Hills
5.1 NOTE: Under a recent review triggered by a petition, South Norfolk District
Council determined that Queen’s Hills should become a parish ward within
Costessey parish boundaries from 2019. Queen’s Hills boundaries were not
considered for changes.

