From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

FOI
19 August 2014 16:07

rmation Request - 12/14

Dear
Our ref: 12/14
Thank you for your message dated 18 August 2014, which I received the same day. In my view,
your request falls under the requirements of the Freedom of Information (FoI) Act 2000, and I
therefore propose to handle your request using the Commission’s FoI procedure.
You have requested:
“…all copies of letters/emails between the LGBCE and the offices of Liverpool City Council
elected Mayor Joe Anderson and their CEO Ged Fitzgerald in the past Year. I.e Aug 2013 to
date.”

The Commission aims to respond promptly and within the statutory deadline of 20 working days.
Please expect a response on or before Tuesday 16 September 2014.
Kind regards,
Sarah Vallotton
Business and Committee Services Manager
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
3rd Floor Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8522
Fax: 020 7296 6227
www.lgbce.org.uk

From:
Sent:
To: FOI
Subject: Correspondance between LCC CEO and Elected Mayor and LGBCE

Dear LGBCE
Can you please supply me by return of email with all copies of letters/emails between the LGBCE
and the offices of Liverpool City Council elected Mayor Joe Anderson and their CEO Ged
Fitzgerald in the past Year. I.e Aug 2013 to date.
I look forward to your response in appropriate timescales
Kind regards
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Vallotton, Sarah
11 September 2014 16:27

dom of Information Act - Ref: 12/14
Letter to CEX-FitzgeraldG.DOC; Letter to Mayor-AndersonJ.DOC; Letter-fromLiverpoolCC-CEX-to-CallerM-2014-07-21.pdf; ELECTORAL REVIEW

Dear
Our ref: 12/14
Thank you for your email of 18 August 2014, requesting information under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

You have requested:
“…all copies of letters/emails between the LGBCE and the offices of Liverpool City Council
elected Mayor Joe Anderson and their CEO Ged Fitzgerald in the past Year. I.e Aug 2013 to
date.”
The Commission does hold information relevant to your request. Please find all documents you
have requested.
I can confirm that an informal meeting took place between LGBCE and Liverpool City Council, but
no notes were taken of that meeting.

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me, quoting the reference number
above in any correspondence.
If you wish to request a review of our decision, you should write to me and I will pass your request
for a review to a senior manager. My details are:
Sarah Vallotton
Business & Committee Services Manager
Local Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London
EC1M 5LG
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may apply directly to the
Information Commissioner for a decision. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: http://www.ico.gov.uk.
Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure
provided by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England.

Yours sincerely,
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Sarah Vallotton
Business and Committee Services Manager
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
3rd Floor Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8522
Fax: 020 7296 6227
www.lgbce.org.uk
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Mr Ged Fitzgerald
Chief Executive
Liverpool City Council
Dale Street
LIVERPOOL
L2 2DH
04 June 2014
Dear Mr Fitzgerald,
LGBCE ELECTORAL REVIEW PROGRAMME 2014 - 2016
The Commission is currently devising its programme of work for the next two years. I am
writing to let you know about the opportunities for your authority as part of that process and
to invite you to find out more about the process which could affect your authority in the next
few years.
The Commission’s main area of work is to carry out electoral reviews of local authorities in
England. An electoral review determines:
-

The total number of councillors elected to the authority.
The boundaries of wards.
The names of wards.
The number of councillors to serve each ward.

Our programme concentrates on intervening where authorities have relatively high levels of
electoral inequality: where some councillors represent many more, or many fewer, electors
than others in the same council area. Alternatively, councils who wish to make changes to
their electoral arrangements: like the number of councillors elected to the authority or by
moving to a uniform pattern of single-member wards, can request an electoral review. Over
25 councils have requested an electoral review in the past three years.
At present, your authority does not meet the criteria for intervention but that does not
exclude you from voluntary inclusion in the programme. Furthermore, over the next few
years, circumstances mean that many more authorities, especially those in urban areas,
might qualify for an electoral review. For example, where there are high levels of
development and turnover of voters, the Commission may need to intervene to ensure that
councillors represent a similar number of voters across the council area. Similarly, the
introduction of Individual Electoral Registration could also have an impact on electoral
registers in many parts of England that mean the Commission will need to focus on
Local Government Boundary Commission for England, 3rd Floor Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8534; Fax: 020 7298 6788; reviews@lgbce.org.uk; www.lgbce.org.uk

correcting the electoral imbalances that arise. In short, now is the time to find out more about
the electoral review process.
The Commission is running a session at this year’s LGA Annual Conference in Bournemouth
to explain more about electoral reviews. If you, or any representatives from your authority,
would like to find out more about electoral reviews or if you are thinking about requesting a
review, this event will be invaluable. The hour-long session will take place at 8am on
Thursday 10 July in the Branksome Suite. Space is limited so we recommend booking
your place as soon as possible. Contact reviews@lgbce.org.uk or call 020 7664 8534 to
reserve your slot or a place for a representative from your authority (officers or elected
members) who plan to attend the conference. Refreshments will be served.
I have copied this letter to your authority’s Leader.
Yours sincerely

Max Caller CBE
Chair, Local Government Boundary Commission for England

Local Government Boundary Commission for England, 3rd Floor Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8534; Fax: 020 7298 6788; reviews@lgbce.org.uk; www.lgbce.org.uk

Mayor Joe Anderson OBE
Executive Mayor
Liverpool City Council
Dale Street
LIVERPOOL
L2 2DH
04 June 2014
Dear Mayor Anderson,
LGBCE ELECTORAL REVIEW PROGRAMME 2014 - 2016
The Commission is currently devising its programme of work for the next two years. I am
writing to let you know about the opportunities for your authority as part of that process and
to invite you to find out more about the process which could affect your authority in the next
few years.
The Commission’s main area of work is to carry out electoral reviews of local authorities in
England. An electoral review determines:
-

The total number of councillors elected to the authority.
The boundaries of wards.
The names of wards.
The number of councillors to serve each ward.

Our programme concentrates on intervening where authorities have relatively high levels of
electoral inequality: where some councillors represent many more, or many fewer, electors
than others in the same council area. Alternatively, councils who wish to make changes to
their electoral arrangements: like the number of councillors elected to the authority or by
moving to a uniform pattern of single-member wards, can request an electoral review. Over
25 councils have requested an electoral review in the past three years.
At present, your authority does not meet the criteria for intervention but that does not
exclude you from voluntary inclusion in the programme. Furthermore, over the next few
years, circumstances mean that many more authorities, especially those in urban areas,
might qualify for an electoral review. For example, where there are high levels of
development and turnover of voters, the Commission may need to intervene to ensure that
councillors represent a similar number of voters across the council area. Similarly, the
introduction of Individual Electoral Registration could also have an impact on electoral
registers in many parts of England that mean the Commission will need to focus on
Local Government Boundary Commission for England, 3rd Floor Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8534; Fax: 020 7298 6788; reviews@lgbce.org.uk; www.lgbce.org.uk

correcting the electoral imbalances that arise. In short, now is the time to find out more about
the electoral review process.
The Commission is running a session at this year’s LGA Annual Conference in Bournemouth
to explain more about electoral reviews. If you, or any representatives from your authority,
would like to find out more about electoral reviews or if you are thinking about requesting a
review, this event will be invaluable. The hour-long session will take place at 8am on
Thursday 10 July in the Branksome Suite. Space is limited so we recommend booking
your place as soon as possible. Contact reviews@lgbce.org.uk or call 020 7664 8534 to
reserve your slot or a place for a representative from your authority (officers or elected
members) who plan to attend the conference. Refreshments will be served.
I have copied this letter to your authority’s Chief Executive.
Yours sincerely

Max Caller CBE
Chair, Local Government Boundary Commission for England

Local Government Boundary Commission for England, 3rd Floor Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8534; Fax: 020 7298 6788; reviews@lgbce.org.uk; www.lgbce.org.uk

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gall, Archie
25 July 2014 15:37
ged.fitzgerald@liverpool.gov.uk
Buck, Richard
ELECTORAL REVIEW

Ged
Many thanks for your letter of 21 July to Max Caller, asking about the prospective timetable for an
electoral review.
If your Council were minded to request a review, timing would depend very much on when you
might wish to see any recommendations implemented. It’s clearly too late to start a review in time
for implementation in 2015.
Your next election after that will be in 2016. To meet that date, I’d be looking for the Commission
to take minded decisions on council size in January 2015 and completing the review by
October/November 2015, laying the draft Order in Parliament by December. However, I recognise
that this might be a bit tight unless you and the Mayor have already undertaken soundings on how
a change in council size might go down locally.
The alternative would be implementing in 2018. This would point to commencing the review at
some point in 2016, probably with the Commission taking council size decisions early in the
calendar year, and completing the review and laying a draft Order before the 2017 summer
recess.
I hope this helps. Happy to discuss if you have any queries.
Archie
Archie Gall
Director of Reviews
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House
76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M 5LG
Tel: 020 7664 8509
www.lgbce.org.uk
It would help us if you would take a few minutes to answer a few questions about your experience
of how we dealt with you.
How are we doing? - Click on this link to give us your views
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