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1.

We, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, having carried

out our initial review of the electoral arrangements for the Borough of
Harrogate in accordance with the requirements of section 63 of, and Schedule 9
to, the Local Government Act 1972» present our proposals for the future
electoral arrangements for that borough*

2.

In accordance with the procedure laid down in section 60(l) and (2) of the

1972 Act, notice was given on 6 May 1975 that we were to undertake this review.
This was incorporated in a consultation letter addressed to Harrogate Borough
Council, copies of which were circulated to North Yorkshire County Council,
parish councils and parish meetings in the borough, the Members of Parliament
for the constituencies concerned and the headquarters of the main political
parties.

Copies were also sent to the editors of local newspapers

circulating in the area and of the local government press. Notices inserted in
the local press announced the start of the review and invited comments from
members of the public and from interested bodies*

3.

Harrogate Borough Council v;ere invited to prepare a draft scheme of

representation for our consideration.

When doing so, they were asked to

observe the rules laid down in Schedule 11 to the Local Government Act 1972.
and the guidelines which we set out in our Report No. 6 about the proposed
size of the council and the proposed number of councillors for each ward.
They were also asked to take into account views expressed to them following

their consultation with local interests. We therefore asked that they should
publish details of their provisional proposals about a month before thtiy
submitted their draft scheme to us, thus allowing an opportunity for local
comment.

4.

The Borough Council have passed a resolution under section 7(4)(b) of the

Local Government Act 1972, requesting a system of elections by thirds.

5. On 5 November 1975. Harrogate Borough Council presented their draft
scheme of representation.

They proposed to divide the area of the borough

into 34 wards each returning 1 or 3 councillors to form a council of 60.

6.

V/e considered the draft scheme submitted by the Borough Council, the

comments which had been made upon it, and an alternative scheme submitted by
15 borough councillors. We noted that^contrary to the requirements of
paragraph 3(2)(a) of Schedule 11 to the 1972 Act, the draft scheme submitted
by Harrogate Borough Council contained some marked inequalities of
representation and that it over-represented the parished area at the expense
of the town of Harrogate. V/e noted that the alternative scheme which had
been submitted by a group of 15 councillors was numerically superior to the
council's draft scheme and we decided to adopt it as the basis for our draft
proposals but we made modifications to satisfy representations which had been
made by parish councils.

7. On 19 July 1976» we issued our draft proposals and these were sent to
all who had received our consultation letter or had commented on the Council's
draft scheme. The Council were asked to make the draft proposals and the
accompanying maps, which defined the proposed ward boundaries, available for
inspection at their main offices.

Representations on our draft proposals were

invited from those to whom they were circulated, and by public notices, from
members of the public and interested bodies. We asked that comments should
reach us by 13 September

1976.

8. We received some support for our draft proposals but the majority of the
comments we received, opposed them. The Borough Council submitted a revised
scheme for consideration and we received objections or suggestions for
alternative arrangements in certain areas from more than 50 parish councils
and parish meetings, 4 councillors and two Members of Parliament.

One set of

representations was supported by a petition.

9.

In view of these comments, we felt we needed more information to enable

us to reach a conclusion. Therefore, in accordance with section 65(2) of
the Local Government Act 1972» and at our request, Mr R A Pearson was
appointed an Assistant Commissioner to hold a local meeting and report to us.
Notice of the meeting was sent to all who received our draft proposals, or had
commented on them, and was published locally.

10. The Assistant Commissioner held the meeting in the Royal Baths Assembly
Rooms Harrogate, on 26 July 1977 a^d visited the areas which were the subject
of comment. A copy of his report to us is attached at Schedule 1.

11•

In the light of the discussion at the meeting and his inspection of the

area, the Assistant Commissioner recommended modifications to all but one of
the wards in our draft proposals. With regard to the wards in the urban area,
he recommended the adoption of the Borough Council's revised proposals for 10
wards returning a total of 29 councillors instead of the 30 councillors we had
proposed for this area, whilst in the parished area his recommendations
provided for the creation of an additional single-member ward. Details of
his recommendations are set out in pa,ges 28 and 29 and Appendix E of his
report,

12. We reviewed our draft proposals in the light of the comments which we
had received and of the Assistant Commissioner's report. We noted that the
arrangements recommended by the Assistant Commissioner satisfied many of the
objections to our draft proposals and we considered that they provided a
satisfactory standard of representation.

We decided to accept the

Assistant Commissioner's recommendations and formulated our final proposals
accordingly.

13, Details of these proposals are set out in Schedule 2 to this report
and on the attached maps.

Schedule 2 gives the names of the wards and

the number of councillors to be returned by each. The boundaries of the new
wards are illustrated on the attached maps. A detailed description of the
proposed wards, as shown on the maps, is set out in Schedule 3- Schedule 4
shows our proposals for the order of retirement of councillors.

PUBLICATION

14. In accordance with section 60(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972
a copy of this report and copies of the maps are being sent to Harrogate
Borough Council and will be available for public inspection at the Council's
main offices. Copies ofttiisreport (without maps) are being sent to those
who received the consultation letter and to those who made comments.

L.S.
Signed:
ESMOND COMPTON

JOHN M RANXIN

(CHAIRMAN)

(DEPUTY CHAIRMAN)

PHYLLIS BOWDEN

J T 3ROCKBANK

L P HARRISON

MICHAEL CHISHOLM

R R TEOfiKTON

N DIGNEY

28 September 1978

.-

SCHEDULE 1

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
ELECTORAL REVIEW

-

SECTION 60

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION'S

DRAFT PROPOSALS FOR THE HARROGATE DISTRICT

REPORT of Mr. R. A. Pearson. Assistant Commissioner
I was appointed by the Secretary of State for the Home Office to hold a
meeting to hear representations relating to the proposed future electoral
arrangements for the Harrogate District at the Parliament Room, Royal Baths
Assembly Rooms, Crescent Gardens, Harrogate on the 26th July, 1977.

A list

of the persons attending the meeting is attached (Appendix 'A1)
1.

PREAMBLE

The Harrogate Borough Council had an electorate of 97,745 according to the
1975 Register of Electors, and at the present time is divided into 33 Wards,
with 60 Councillors.

Twenty-one of these Wards had one Councillor, eleven

had three Councillors, and one had six Councillors.
The Borough Council have formulated a scheme to retain 60 Councillors,
their proposals providing for 34 Wards, thirteen with three Councillors each,
and twenty-one with one Councillor each.

The average electorate per Councillor,

based on the 1975 Register of Electors, would be 1629, and that on-the estimated
1980 electorate would be 1814.

Subject to the grouping of the rural parish

ofJScriven with Knaresborough West Ward, the grouping of the rural parish of
Clotherholme with the Ripon West Ward, and the transfer of seven parishes, with
an electorate of some 1200, between various Wards in the rural area, the scheme
is similar to the existing Ward division of the District.
Prior to the formulation and publication of the Boundary Commission's draft
proposals an alternative scheme was submitted by fifteen Borough C.ouncillors
which suggested that Harrogate should consist of ten Wards, each with three
Councillors, Knaresborough with three adjacent Parishes should have two Wards,

each with three Councillors, Ripon with three adjacent Parishes should have
two Wards, each with three Councillors, and the remainder of the district
comprising eighteen Wards with one Councillor each.

, This alternative scheme

I
was based on one which had been submitted to the Borough Council, it being
suggested that it complied more nearly with the statutory rules regarding
equality of electorate between Wards, particularly on the estimated 1980
electorates, and furthermore, it was free from political bias.
Further representations and objections prior to the publication of the
Commission's draft proposals were received, as follows :-

(a) Asenby Parish Council - objecting to the Borough Council's proposals,
and urging that they should remain in the more compact Wathvale Ward.

(This

Parish did, in fact, remain in the Wathvale Ward in the draft Scheme).
(b) Clotherholme Parish Council

- whilst agreeing that the proposed grouping

of the Parish with part of Ripon was sound, pointed out that a District
Councillor could be placed in a position of divided loyalties should he also
be a member of the Ripon City Successor Parish Council.
(c) Dacre Parish Council

-

supporting the Borough Council's proposed

Widderdale Moors Ward, and pointing out the remoteness, geographical
circumstances and restricted lines of communication of the area.

(d) Upper Nidderdale Parish Council

-

supporting the Borough Council's

proposals.

(e) Greuelthorpe Parish Council

-

objecting to the Borough Council's suggested

transfer of the Parish to the proposed Mashamshire Ward from the Kirkby Malzeard
Ward on geographical, historical and services grounds.

(f) Harrogate Constituency Labour Party - regarding the proposed Wards for
Knaresborough, and submitting suggested alternative boundaries.
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The Local Government Boundary Commission for England were unable to accept
the Borough Council's draft scheme (Appendix 'B1) having regard to a number of
marked inequalities of representation, contrary to the basic requirement in
paragraph 3(2)(a) of the llth Schedule to the Act of 1972.

The alternative

proposals put forward by the fifteen Borough Councillors appeared to provide
for more correct representation, based on the estimated 1980 electorate, and a
more even standard of representation of the individual Ward entitlements.
They therefore decided to adopt this alternative as the basis for their draft
proposals, with modifications following the representations received covering
the Parishes of Grewelthorpe, Stonebeck Down, Stonebeck Up and Fountains Earth.
The draft proposals of the Local Government Boundary Commission are as set
out on the statement attached (Appendix 'D') and are indicated on a Map of the
scale of 1:100000 marked as Map 1, and a Rap of the scale of 1:25000 (Harrogate)
marked as Map 2.
2.

REPREStiNIATIOMS AND OBJECTIONS TO BOUNDARY COMMISSION'S DRAFT PROPOSALS AS
LISTES IN AMEX 'H1.
(a) Representations ACCEPTING all or part of the draft proposals of the Boundary
Commission were :-

(0 Councillor C. Harper King, on behalf of the fifteen Borough Councillors who
had submitted the alternative scheme.
(2) Knaresborough Town Council.
(5) Ripon Town Council.
(4) Harrogate Constituency Labour Party, so far as related to Harrogate

- they

remained opposed to the proposed V/ard boundaries for Knaresborough.

(b) Representations ACCEPTING part of the Boundary Commission's draft proposals
but OBJECTIHG to the proposed reduction in the numbers of councillors serving
the rural areas were :-

(5) Sicklinghall Parish Council.
(6) Kirkby Overblow Parish Council.
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(c) Representations OPPOSING all or part of the Boundary Commission's draft
I

proposals were :-

(7) Brearton Parish Meeting - to the transfer of the Parish to the Killinghall
group, the latter being urban in character.
(8) Azerley Parish Council - specifically referring to North Stainley.
(9) Kirkby Malzeard, Laverton and Dallowgill Parish Council - objecting to
the size of the rural wards.
(10) North Stainley with Steningford Parish Council - to the grouping of the
Parish with the proposed Kirkby Malzeard Ward,
(11) Thruscross Parish Council - who wish to stay in the Hidderdale Ward.
(12) Green Hammerton Parish Council

- objecting to being included with Nether

Poppleton, and urging that they should stay with the Ousebank Ward with
similar problems and close links.
(13) Councillor R.S. Thomas - objecting to the transfer of the Duchy Estate in
Harrogate from the existing Duchy Ward, and suggesting that it should be
named 'Oakdale1.
(14) Outer Knaresborough Parish Meeting - requesting that the sparsely
populated agricultural Parish should be joined with the Ousebank Ward and
not Knaresborough West Ward.
(d) The following representations OPPOSED all or part of the Boundary Commission's
proposals and to the proposed REDUCTION IM THE NUMBER of Councillors for the
rural areas :(15) Nidd Parish Council - representing that Nidd had very little in common
with some of the Parishes in the proposed Killinghall Ward, and did not
wish to be grouped with Killinghall, which was suburban in character.
(16) Bewick, Sharow and Hutton Parish Council - objecting to the grouping of
Sharow with Ripon as it was separated from Ripon by the River Ure and was
rural in character.
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(1?) North Deighton Parish Council

- objecting to the grouping of the Parish

within the proposed Marston Moor Ward.

Ecclesiastically they were with

North Deighton, Little Ribston and Spofforth, and they were closely linked
with North Deighton and Little Ribston.
(18) Little Ribston Parish Council

- objecting to the Parish being grouped

in the proposed Tockwith Ward, with whom they had no community of interest,
and urging that the Parish should continue to remain with Spofforth and
adjacent Parishes,
(19) Hartwith-cum-V/insley Parish Council - representing that the Parish should
be grouped with Caere, with whom they had close links.
(20) Hampsthwaite Parish Council

- felt the grouping of Bishop Thornton, Clint,

Hampsthwaite and Warsill would hinder the task of the District Councillor
as Bishop Thornton and Warsill were fairly remote from Hampsthwaite, with
which they did not have close links.
(21) Clotherholme Parish Council - who were opposed to being grouped with
Ripon,
(22) Great and Little Ouseburn Parish Council

- representing.that Arkendale,

Coneythorpe and Clareton, Plaxby, and Allerton Mauleverer with Hopperton
had no community of interest with the remainder of the proposed Ward,
. being separated by the Trunk Road A.1. whilst Green Haramerton, Kirk
Hammerton, Nun Monkton and Moor Monkton were all on the east side of that
road, and had close links with the remainder of the Ousebank Ward.
(23) Kirk Deighton Parish Council

- stated that the proposed Marston Moor Ward

was out of character with local parishes, there being no links between the
villages east of the Trunk Road A.1. and the present group of Parishes.
(e) The following have represented that the NUMBER OF RURAL MEMBERS of the
Borough Council should remain at 21 and not be reduced to 18 as proposed by the
Boundary Commission's draft scheme :(24) Upper Nidderdale Parish Council.
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(25) Clint-cum-Hamlets Parish Council - who also suggested that the Ward
should be re-named Bishop Clint Ward.
(26) Grantley, Sawley, Skelding and Eavestone Parish Council.
(27) Birstwith Parish Council.
(28) Menwith with Darley Parish Council.
(29) Dishforth Parish Council.
(?0) Scotton Parish Council.
(?l) Grewelthorpe Parish Council.
(32) Fountains Abbey Parish Council

(Parishes of Aldfield, Lindrick with

Studley Royal and Fountains, and Studley Roger).
(33) Melmerby and Middleton Parish Council.
(34) Bishop Monkton Parish Council.
(35) High and Low Bishopside Parish Council.
(36) Bishop Thornton and V/arsill Parish Council.
(37) Langthorpe, Boroughbridge, Kirby Hill and District and Roecliffe Parish
Councils joint meeting.
(38) Lady Diana Ingilby, Ripley Castle.
(39) Councillor R.B. Wood, Copt Hewick - with petition signed by 424 electors
of Fountains Ward.
(f) Representations proposing that NO CHANGE should be made to the existing
arrangements were received from :(40) Masham Parish Council.
(41) Washbum Parish Council (Parishes of Great Timble, Little Timble, Fewston,
Blubberhouses and Norwood).
(42) Littlethorpe Parish Council.

(g) The following made representations that NO CHANGE should be made in the
existing arrangements, and that there should be NO REDUCTION IN THE NUMBERS of
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Councillors for the rural areas :(43) Boroughbridge Parish Council.
(44) Burton Leonard Parish Council.
(45) Weeton Parish Council.
(46) Nun Monkton Parish Council.
(47) Ripley Parish Council.
(48) Kearby-with-Netherby Parish Council.
(49) Felliscliffe Parish Council

- who want their ward named Nidd Valley.

(h) REVISED SCHEME by Harrogate Borough Council.
(50) The Harrogate Borough Council had submitted a revised scheme to provide for
ten Wards for Harrogate with twenty-nine Councillors, two Wards with six
Councillors for Knaresborough, two wards with five members for Ripon,
leaving twenty single-member Wards for the rural part of the district.
This was achieved, by comparison with the Borough Council's original draft
scheme, by the Ward boundaries in Harrogate being re-drawn to provide for
ten Wards with twenty-nine Councillors in lieu of nine Wards with twentyseven Councillors, the reduction in the number of Councillors for the
re-drawn Ripon Wards from six to five, and the Parishes in the western part
of the district being re-grouped to form five single-member Wards instead
of six as originally proposed.

In all other respects the revised draft

followed the lines of the original draft scheme submitted by the Borough
Council.
(51) Councillor M.P. Laycock

- supported the Borough Council1s revised scheme,

and also supported the retention of a Wedderburn Ward in Harrogate, but
if there were local objections it could be named !Hookstone'.
(52) Haverah Park and Beckwithshaw Parish Council - supporting the revised
scheme.
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(j) Specific comments and representations making ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS

were

made as follows :(55) Nether Poppleton Parish Council - suggesting three Wards for the area,
viz.

Green Hammerton Ward, comprising Green Hammerton, Nun Monkton,; and

Widdington,

a Nether Poppleton Ward, to consist of Hessay, Moor Monkton,

and Nether Poppleton, and an Upper Poppleton Ward, comprising Knapton and
Upper Poppleton.
(54) Lower Washburn Parish Council - objecting to the proposed Almscliffe Ward,
and suggesting that it would be better to form one Ward of the former
Wharfedale Rural District parishes, viz. Askwith, Blubberhouses, Castley,
Denton, Parnley, Fewston, Leathley, Lindley, Middleton, Newfield-with-Langbar
Newall-with-Clifton, Norwood, Stainburn, Great Timble, Little Timble and
Weston, together with Thornthwaite with Padside and Thruscross, the
remaining Parishes of the proposed Almscliffe and Wharfedale Moors Wards
forming two Wards - Dacre, with theproposed Lower Nidderdale Ward, and
Haverah Park, North Rigton, Pannal and Weeton with the proposed Pannal
(Killinghall) or Spofforth Wards.
(55) Mid Wharfedale Parish Council made identical representations to those by
Lower Washburn Parish Council.
(56) Thornthwaite with Padside Parish Meeting - represented that the Parish
had always been considered an integral part of Nidderdale with very close
links and ties with Thruscross, Barley, Dacre and Pateley Bridge.

They

suggested that there should be the Pateley Bridge Ward as proposed, a
Nidd Valley Ward, comprising Hartwith-cum-Winsley, Dacre, Thornthwaite with
Padside and Menwith with Darley, and a Lower Nidderdale Ward, consisting of
Birstwith, Felliscliffe, Hampsthwaite, and Clint.
(57) Dacre Parish Council - pointed out that Dacre, Thornthwaite with Padside
and Thruscross were proposed to be separated from other Parishes in the
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Nidd Valley, and transferred to a Ward from which they are separated by
large hills and extensive moorland, and with whom they had no affinity.
They stated that Dacre, Hartwith, Thornthwaite with Padside and Thruscross
all had close links, stressing that Hartwith-cum-Winsley and Menwith were
separated by a river, communication between them being via Dacre or Clint.
They also objected to the proposed reduction in the rural representation.
(58) Spofforth-with-Stockeld Parish Council

- suggested that the Spofforth

Ward should consist of Spofforth, Follifoot, North Deighton, Kirk Deighton,
Little Ribston-and Plompton, as there were close historical and natural
affinities between them.
(59) (Joldsborough Parish Council - representing that it would be more efficient
for Flaxby, Coneythorpe and Clareton and Goldsborough to be in one Ward as
they formed one ecclesiastical Parish and had other close links, whilst
they did not wish to be grouped with Knaresborough.
(69) Marton-cum-Grafton Parish Council represented that they have few links with
the Ousebank Ward and suggested that they should be grouped with
Boroughbridge.

They further deplore the proposed reduction in the number

of councillors for the rural areas of the district.
(61) Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council represent that the only common factor
between them and the rest of the proposed Newby Ward is the common boundary
with Roecliffe, and suggest that, failing a Ward bounded by Bishop Monkton,
Roecliffe, Arkendale, Coneythorpe, Scotton, Brearton, Nidd and South
Stainley, it would be better to include Staveley and Copgrove in the
Killinghall Ward, as there are strong links with Farnham and Scotton.
(k) OTHER REPRESENTATIONS
(62) Dr. K. Hampton, M.P.

made to the Boundary Commission were as follows

:-

- referring to the proposed separation of Parishes

in the Nidd Valley, and suggesting that the Washburn Valley Parishes could
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satisfactorily be linked with the Otley region, whilst it seemed to be more
sensible to group the Nidd Valley Parishes, and separate Birstwith and
group it with Hampsthwaite.

This would link Dacre, Menwith with Darley,

Thornthwaite with Padside and Hartwith, whilst Thruscross should be linked
with Blubberhouses and Fewston, in the Washbum Valley.
(63) Mr. M. Alison, M.P.

- supporting the objections of the Kirk Deighton and

North Deighton Parish Councils (23 and 17 above).
THE HEAfiING

The Meeting was attended by representatives of the majority of the bodies or
persons who had submitted representations, together with a number of existing
District Councillors, Parish Council representatives, and other interested
parties.
At the opening of the Enquiry your Assistant Commissioner explained to the
persons present that, in the first place, he proposed to go through the list of
representations submitted to the Boundary Commission, as set out in Annex 'H1
attached, in case those concerned wished to add to or detract from their written
objections, following which observations from other persons who had not
submitted written representations would be invited.
For purposes of convenience, the report of the proceedings has been
sectionalised, following the order in which the representations appear on
Annex IHI and paragraph ?(a) of this report.

The figures in parenthesis at

the end of each section correspond with the appropriate representation.
Paragraph 3(b) refers to the observations of people who attended the Enquiry
who had not previously made written representations.
(a) Further comments on representations previously submitted to the Boundary
Commission.
(1) Harrogate Borough Council

- Mr. J. Neville Khox, Chief Executive,

- 10 -

Harrogate Borough Council, stated that the district forming the non-metropolitan
district of Harrogate comprised an ares of some 330,000 acres over 500 square
miles.

It extended from the gates of York to Great Wearside, it was some

45 miles across.

Within Harrogate itself, with an area of some 8000 acres,

the population was 65>000, practically half the population of the area, the
other half, making a total of 136,000, being within an area of 322,000 acres,
which was the major problem.
He stated that the area comprised the former municipal Boroughs of Harrogate
and Ripon, the Urban District of Knaresborough, the whole of the Rural Districts
of Masham, Nidderdale, Ripon and Pateley Bridge, and Wath, and parts of the
Rural Districts of Thirsk, Wetherby, and Wharfedale.

In 1975> before the .

formation of the present Borough Council, a joint Committee was set up, each
authority having two members, irrespective of size and electorate, and they had
acted in complete harmony throughout.

At that time Harrogate had nine Wards,

which over the years had become disproportionate in electorate, but any revision
of ward boundaries had been deferred in view of local government re-organization.
The district fell within the range of 55 to 60 Councillors and the joint
Committee had opted for 60 Members, which was accepted by the Home Office.
The scheme for the constitution of the new Borough Council, which was also
accepted by the Home Office, provided for 27 Members for Harrogate and 33 outside,
including 6 each for Knaresborough and Ripon.

When the district was first

constituted, everyone seemed quite happy and anxious that there should not be a
'Big Brother1 situation, and although the former Harrogate Borough had half
the electorate and might reasonably have had half the Councillors, the ratio of
27-33 was accepted.

Mr. Knox referred to the Act of 1972, and the llth Schedule,

laying down the conditions applicable to the waading of the district.
He stated that he was asked by the Borough Council to prepare a scheme which
was considered by them in July 1975* and which complied strictly to the rules
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laid down.

Thia scheme would necessitate the revision of the Harrogate Wards,

increasing them from nine to ten and the division of Knaresborough into two
Wards.

It proposed 30 Members for Harrogate, 6 for Knaresborough, 6 for Ripon

and 18 .for the rural areas.

An alternative scheme providing for nine Wards

and 27 Councillors for Harrogate, 6 Members for Knaresborough with Scriven,
6 Members for Ripon with Clotherholme, and twenty-one single-member Wards for ,
the rural areas was considered and sent to the Boundary Commission as the
Council's draft scheme.

A major factor to be taken into account was the

projected electorate for 1980, giving an average of 1813 per Councillor, and
this projected electorate was being fulfilled.
The Boundary Commission's draft proposals envisaged Harrogate with ten
Wards and 30 Councillors, Knaresborough, with Goldsborough, Knaresborough Outer
and Scriven, with two Wards and 6 Councillors, Ripon with Clotherholme,
Littlethorpe, and Sharbw, with two Wards and 6 Councillors, the rural areas
having eighteen single-member Wards.

Mr. Knox contended that the suggested

loss of three Wards in the sparsely populated rural areas covering an area of
500 square miles would have a disastrous and devastating effect on these areas.
The Borough Council's revised proposals specified 29 Members in ten Wards
for Harrogate, with revised Ward boundaries, two Wards with 6 Members for
Knaresborough, two Wards with 5 Members for Ripon and twenty single-member
Wards for the country areas, i.e. two more Members for Harrogate, one less
for Ripon and one less for the rural areas.
Mr. Knox suggested that the revised scheme was a very fair second best,
and did not contravene the actual wording of the statutory provisions.

His

Council still felt strongly that there should be a 27-33 ratio between
Harrogate and the rest of the area.

On a strictly numerical basis it might

be 30-30, but he submitted that a proper and reasonable compromise of 29-31
should be approved.
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(2) Councillor G. Harper King - concurred with the written representations
already made to the Commission.

He stated he represented a sizeable minority

on the Borough Council, there were certain rules to observe, and since
Harrogate comprised one-half of the electorate the total number of Councillors
for Harrogate should also be one-half.

Equal representation had been the

basis of their proposals, and he felt that they were right.

He stressed that

the proposals submitted by the other fourteen Councillors and himself were
non-political.

(Comment 1).

(?) North Stainley with Sleningford Parish Council - Mr. T.E. Watson, Chairman,
supported the views contained in the written representation.

His Council was

opposed to any alteration in the existing warding, and suggested that to create
larger Wards was wrong. (Comment 10).
(4) Thruscross Parish Meeting - Mr. Deacon stated that twenty-six Parishes
in his district had suffered death under re-organization, this being the
number of District Councillors prior to 1974.

Their•own district Councillor

had an area from Hartwith to Thruscross, he had no car and no telephone, so
they were lucky if they saw him once a year.

The neighbouring Ward represented

sixteen Parishes of the old District Council.

The Councillor in this farming

community already worked a seven day week.

He deplored the suggested reduction

in district councillors in the rural areas from 21 to 18, and if this took
place they might as well shut up shop.

He wanted to take one Councillor from

one of the Harrogate Wards and give him to the rural areas.

(Comment 11).

(5) Green Hammerton Parish Council - Mr. R. Hudson, Clerk to the Parish
Council, confirmed the written representations already submitted and supported
the views expressed by North Stainley with Sleningford. (Comment 12).
(6) Nidd Parish Council - Lady Diana Ingilby supported the Parish Council's
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objection to being grouped with Killinghall.

The children went to a different

School, they had no links with Killinghall, and did not want to be included
with that Parish.

(Comment 15).

(?) Hewick, Sharow and Hutton Parish Council - Mr. T.G. Levitt, Chairman,
opposed the suggested grouping of Sharow with Ripon, from which it was separated
by the River Ure.
nearly doubled.

Owing to development the population of the Parish was
The Parish Council also objected to the constituent Parishes

being in different Wards.

(Comment 16).

(8) North Deighton Parish Council

- Mrs. Joan Sturdy supported the written

representations of the Parish Council.
(9) Hartwith-cum-Winsley Parish Council

(Comment 17).
- Mr. T. Swires, Chairman, concurred

with the written representations of the Parish Council.
(10) Hampsthwaite Parish Council

(Comment 19).

- Mr. T.M. Bailey wanted no change to the

existing Ward boundaries, and in addition objected to any reduction in the
rural representation which was already small enough.
Mr. Hardcaslle on similar grounds.
(11) Clotherholme Parish Council

He was supported by

(Comment 20).
-

Mr. E. Donley reiterated the objection to

the Parish being grouped with Ripon.

(Comment 21).

(12) Great and Littjlem Ouseburn Parish Council -

Councillor J. Orton, Chairman

of the General Purposes Committee of the Borough Council, Chairman of the Great
and Little Ouseburn Parish Council, and on behalf of the rural members of the
Borough Council, referred to the considerable reduction in the numbers of
District Councillors in the former Rural Districts

- in his own District

membership was reduced from 28 to 8, and the other Rural Districts were
similarly reduced.

He asked that the district should be left alone.
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He

further stated that the geographical nature of the area, and sparaity of
population made the work of the rural Councillors extremely difficult and
this, he felt, was worthy of special consideration.

The Commission's proposals

ignored parliamentary constituency boundaries.

He strongly opposed further

truncation in the number of rural Councillors.

Subsequently Councillor Orion

made the following additional points :(i)

the efficiency of members representing rural Wards would be affected
by reason of increased duties serving larger areas.

To cover his own

Ward entailed a journey of 26 miles
(ii)

the proposed new Ouseburn Ward was split by the Trunk Road A.1, which
had always been recognised as the boundary for various services education, welfare etc., and there was nothing in common with the
Parishes on either side of the road

(iii)

an arithmetical equality was impossible - he quoted Masham, with a
shortfall of 556 electors

(iv)

it was perhaps unfortunate that Harrogate was in the new District

-

if it had not been the average electorate per Councillor would have
been something like 1000,'as in the adjoining Richmond District, but
with Harrogate in, and a maximum Council of 60 Members, the average

electorate per Councillor was 1813- (Comment 22).
(15) Kirk Peighton Parish Council - Mr. J.M. Donleavy, Chairman, supported
Councillor Orton in respect of the rural areas, and re-affirmed the objections
to the proposed transfer of the Parish to the Marston Moor Ward.

Kirk Deighton

was on the west side of the Trunk Road A.I., it was linked ecclesiastically
and historically with Spofforth.

It had no affinity with York, and' wished to

be with Spofforth. (Comment 2?).
(14) Clint with Hamlets Parish Council - Mrs. Parker, Clerk to the Parish
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Council, stressed the points already made by them and urged that the Ward
should be named Bishop Clint and not Markenfield.

(Comment 25).

(15) Grantley. Sawley. Skelding and Eavestone Parish Council

- Mrs. T. Pullan,

Clerk to the Parish Council, stressed her Council's objection to the number of
rural Councillors being reduced from 21 to 18. (Comment 26).
(16) Menwith with Parley Parish Council - Councillor C.B. Weddall, District
and Parish Councillor,

supported the written representations made to the

Boundary Commission. (Comment 28).
V'tf

(1?) Dishforth Parish Council

- Mr. P. Bp,rcklebank stated that the Wathvale

Ward with one Councillor, comprised the whole of the old Wath Rural District,
which formerly had 12 District Councillors

- there were twelve villages,

without their hamlets, with six or seven Parish Councils and it was extremely
difficult to service them with only one District Councillor.

He argued that

the status quo should remain, ten former Councils had been brought together
and there was a good spirit of co-operation between them.

The present system

had worked well, and he asked that it should be left alone at the present time.
(Comment 29).
(18) Bishop Monktpn Parish.Council

- Mr. John Burney, Vice-Chairman, opposed

the proposals, suggesting that to deal with the wardings on an arithmetical
basis was against commonsense. He further suggested that any amendment to the
present warding should be deferred.

His Council were satisfied with their

District Councillor, with whom they had a good working relationship.

Any

reduction in the number of rural Councillors would tilt the balance between
the towns and the rural areas.

(Comment 54).

(19) Bishop Thornton and Warsill Parish Council

- Mr. F.G. Sowray suggested

that the proposals were change for changes sake after a short marriage between
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the former districts.

He stated that the present arrangements were drawn up

after much consideration and had worked extremely well, and stressed that it
was imperative that the rural areas should not lose any more representation
on the Borough Council, that the present division should stay and keep the
balance between the urban and rural areas undisturbed.
(20) Lady Diana Ingilbv

(Comment 36).

- pointed out that communications in the rural areas

would be even more difficult if the reduction in the 'bus services took place
as proposed.

(Comment 38).

(21) Masham Parish Council - Councillor E. Wood was most anxious that there
should be no changes in the present division.

(Comment 40).

(22) Littlethorpe Parish Council - Mr. Steele supported the written
representation of the Parish Council.

They did not want to go into Ripon.

(Comment 42). (23) Boroughbridge Parish Council - Councillor I. Hick endorsed the views of
the Parish Council.

There was no reason why anything should be changed.

The

initial division was made on the recommendation of the Joint Committee of
representatives of the former Councils and no alteration seemed to be necessary.
Dr. Hazell also objected to the reduction in rural representation.
He stated
t
that before re-organization there were 60 Members for the District Council,
now there would be only 14.

He referred to the dominance of the urban vote and

urged that the existing Wards should be left alone.
(24) Burton Leonard Parish Council

-

(Comment 43).

Mr. D. Hall, a Parish Councillor,
i

concurred with the written representation.

He stated that the Commission's

scheme was drawn up on a mathematical basis, instead of dealing with people.
They were on the northern fringe of the existing Claro Ward adjoining Bishop
Monkton, but were in a different parliamentary constituency and different
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Petty Sessional Divisions.
and Copgrove.
present time.

They had more affinity with Staveley, Arkendale

There was effective representation of the rural areas at the
(Comment 44).

(25) Weeton Parish Council - Councillor A.VI. Dunnett, a member of the Harrogate
Borough Council, supported the Parish Council's written representations.

He

suggested that the Commission's proposals were numerically and arbitrarily
applied.

The rural areas were effectively represented at the present time.

There was little affinity between the Parishes in the proposed Ward, and this
has caused local feeling.

He stated that this was yet another change which

would only lead to confusion and cynicism.

It was important that the rural

areas did not suffer any loss of representation on the Borough Council.
(Comment 45)•
(26) Nun Monkton Parish Council - Mr. J.M.B. Barchard, Chairman, stated that
they were opposed to the suggested grouping with Wether Poppleton, which was an
urban type of area.

The Parish was rural, they were separated from the

Poppleton area by a river with no crossings, and were closely allied with the
Ousebank Ward.

Ecclesiastical ties would be broken, and they were quite happy

with the previous Ward division.
Mr. J. Algate.

(Comment

Mr. Barchard1s views were supported by

46).

f

(27) Ripley Parish Council

- Mr. L. Marsden supported Lady Ingilby in her

objections and of the effect of the curtailment of the rural bus service.
further supported the points made by Councillor Dunnett.
(28) Kearby with Netherby Parish Council

He

(Comment 4?).

- Mr. M.P. Bigland, Chairman,

supported the objections to any reduction in the existing rural representation.
Their present District Councillor knew the Parishes in his area.
not want any change, and hoped the Commission would agree.
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They did

(Comment 48).

(29) Felliscliffe Parish Council

- Mrs. Cawthorne supported the draft scheme

originally submitted by the Borough Council.

She objected to any reduction

in the representation in the rural areas as they wantedequality with Harrogate.
(Comment 49).
(30) Councillor M. Laycock
boundaries.

- referred to the Wedderburn and Duchy Ward

He stated that these were ancient names with considerable

historical significance, and should be retained.

He supported the Borough

Council's revised proposals which would entitle Earrogate to 29 Councillors,
and suggested that if they were entitled to 30 seats, there seemed to be no
reason why the rest of the area should not have 31 seats, making a total of 61,
which would enable the rural parishes to have 20 seats.

(Comment 50).

(31) Nether Poppleton Parish Council - The Rev. R.S. Hawkins suggested that
the arithmeticalcalculation of Wards was wrong and that it was people who
counted.

He pointed out ecclesiastical difficulties which would arise with

the proposed Wards
Ripon Diocese.
School.

- some parishes came within York Diocese, others within

He stated that the Poppleton children had their own Primary

The Parish had little or nothing to do with York, their interests

were rural, they were the Beverley Hills of York
Rowntrees, Railways, Rest and Retirement.
Harrogate.

-

they had the four "R's" -

The Parish wanted to stay with

(Comment 53)-

(32) Lower Washburn Parish Council

- Mr. W. Hannam, Clerk to the Parish

Council, supported the Council's written representations.
(33) Mid Wharfedale Parish Council

- Mr. W. Hannam, Clerk to the Parish

Council, supported the Council's written representations.
(34) Dacre Parish Council

-

(Comment 54)-

(Comment 55)-

Mr. M. Gamble, Vice-Chairman, supported the

written objection on all points.

Dacre was being divorced from Nidderdale.
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He referred to the difficult problems for Councillors with vast rural areas
to cover, and suggested that the present situation must have time to work.
(Comment 57).
(35) Marton cum Grafton - Mrs. R.E. Davidson, Chairman, supported all that
had been said for the rural Parishes.

(Comment 60).

(36) Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council - Mr. D.G. Pae, Clerk to the Parish
Council, supported the views expressed in the written representations.
Parish Council wanted no change.
harmonious relationships.

The

The present division had meant very

(Comment 61).

(b) Observations of people who attended the Enquiry who had not previously
made any representations.

(1) Councillor James Love, Vice-Chairman, Harrogate Branch Association of the
National Association of Parish Councils - stressed that in his view it was
wrong to define the electoral areas by reference to numbers of the electorate.
From a human point of view one should look at the geography of the area.

He

referred to the harmonious relations between town and country, and pointed out
that the Commission's proposal that the number of Councillors for Harrogate
should be increased to 50 was at the expense of the rural areas, who would
lose three Councillors, solely on an arithmetical basis.

He urged that these

things should be left alone.
(2) Bewerley Parish Council - Mr. T.G. Walton, Chairman, felt strongly that
the status quo should be retained.

The Parish wanted to stay with Dacre and

not go to Pateley Bridge.
(5) Farnham Parish Meeting -

Mr. C. Nicholson, Chairman, had recently written

to the Commission objecting to the draft proposals on the grounds that a group
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of Parishes with interests in common were proposed to be linked with Killinghall,
which was just a commuters dormitory.

He stated that since re-organization

the Parish had very little help from the District Councillor, so if the
proposals would reduce the number of Councillors and cut the expense he would
have no objection.
(4) Hessay Parish Council - Mr. F. Hildreth, Chairman, stated that the Parish
did not want to be grouped with the Poppletons.

It was very rural and

agricultural in character, and urged that representation should remain as at
present.
(5) Button Wandesley Parish Council - A letter was submitted from Mr. C. York
objecting to any further re-organization on the grounds that additional changes
in the next year or two would increase the disruption caused in 1974.

He

suggested that the new system had not yet settled down and a long period was
needed before changes were made.

The Parish objected to the proposals to

increase the areas of the rural Wards, drawing attention to the fact that
although the rural areas of the Harrogate Borough Council were similar to the
major portion of North Yorkshire, the Ward electorates were already high because
of the large urban areas of Harrogate, Knaresborough, and Ripon, which added
to the problems of the rural Ward electors and Councillors.

(6). Kirk Hammerton Parish Council

- Mr. T. Williams refuted absolutely any

suggestion that the people in Kirk Hammerton accepted that the Act of 1972 in
relation to equality of electorate was in accordance with the wishes of the
people.

Mrs. B. Williams, Chairman of the Parish Council, objected to the

draft proposals, stating that the River Nidd was the natural boundary.
Historically the Parish was linked with Green Hammerton and Nun Monkton.
The Women's Institute had for forty-seven years covered those areas.
Geographically they had nothing in common with Nether Poppleton, and were in
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different parliamentary constituencies.
(7) Markington with Wallerthwaite Parish Council

- Mr. Bowdery, Clerk to the

Parish Council, stated that no change was required.
working long enough.
Councillors.

The system had been

It was hard enough to have consultation with the

These proposed Wards would make it harder still, as the Ward

in which the Parish, was proposed to be would have two Members of Parliament,
two County Councillors, and one District Councillor.

He suggested it was

wrong that V/ards should be constituted on a numerical basis.
(8) Rufforth Parish Council
rural Parish.

- Mrs. Burr stated that Rufforth was a small

The proposals would mean that the rural V/ards would have very

much larger areas as compared with the urban Wards, thus giving the urban
Councillors the advantage.

There was formerly a District Councillor for

three small Parishes, now there is one for seven Parishes.

The Parish Council

strongly objected to the proposals.
(9) Wighill Parish Council - Mrs. N. Fletcher, Chairman, stated that they
were opposed to any alteration of the existing warding, and felt that the
tendency to create larger Wards was wrong and would create remoteness.
(10) Councillor A.G. Nelson

-

referred to the letter from Councillor Thomas

in support of their representations and urged that the Duchy Ward should include
the Jenny Fields area.
(11) Councillor H.S. Hitchen, Hacrogate Borough Council Member, referred to
the proposed warding of Harrogate, and in particular to the severance and loss
of the Duchy Ward.

He pointed out that he had no political interest in the

Ward, and that his own Ward was not affected by the proposals.

Councillor

Hitchen suggested that the nine Ward scheme put up by the Borough Council had
apparently been formulated by starting at the south-east corner and working round,
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which had the effect of splitting the Duchy and other well-defined centres.
The Commission's ten Ward scheme was not good, they had to abolish one Ward
and create two new Wards, and the new Ward could only be created between the
old Duchy and Bilton Wards.
V/ards of Harrogate.

He submitted an alternative scheme for the ten

He stated that his proposals envisage the retention of

the Duchy Ward and a new Ward between that Ward and the old Bilton Ward.

He

had started with a Ward, not a street or a line on a map, the V/ards were
traditional and each Ward had a clearly defined centre.

Councillor Kitchen

suggested that his proposals would cause the minimum of disruption.

The Duchy

Ward would take in the Henny Fields Estate where substantial development was
taking place.
(12) Councillor Dougall, representing the Nidd Valley
Councillors should be retained in the rural areas.

- urged that 21
He stated that Parishes

did not want alterations, and suggested it was people who counted, not computers.
Further, the Commission's proposals did not achieve equality.

With all the

changes since 1974 people felt lost and floundering.
(13) Mr. P. Wray, Agent, Earrogate Conservative Party
proposed warding of the area.

- referred to the

His Association had not taken politics into

account when considering the proposals.

They felt it would be policy to keep

the nine Wards in Harrogate, to divide Knaresborough to form two Wards, and
to retain the country seats.

He suggested that there was no reason why the

Commission should not accept rural weighting

- if this were applied to

Parliamentary Constituencies, large areas of Scotland would only have one member,
He intimated that the revised proposal to have ten Wards with 29 Members was
totally unacceptable.

So far as the Commission's proposals were concerned,

he made the following observations
(i)

Knaresborough

:-

- this was agreed
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(ii)

in the rural areas the proposed warding was appalling

- eight out

of eleven Wards crossed Parliamentary Constituency boundaries.

Here

he supported Councillor Orton
(iii)

Harrogate should have nine Wards

(iv)

the Duchy Ward should be retained

(v)

the ancient and traditional Ward names should be retained

(vi)

the number of Councillors should be increased to 65 to supply the
rural areas
Mr. Wray stated that if the Boun dary Commission kept to their proposed

wardings for Harrogate, he would suggest certain minor adjustments in order
to preserve community of interests.
(14) Mr. J. Hardcastle, of Hampsthwaite, - supported all the rural Parishes
in wanting an increase in representation.

The number of District Councillors

in the rural areas should be increased, rather than reduced.

He complained

of the lowering of standards of services since re-organization.
(15) Mr. Mitchell Welch, a resident of Harrogate, former County and District
Councillor, and a member of the original Joint Committee -

stated that the

Harrogate representatives on that Committee were fully aware that the underrepresentation of Harrogate would be considered by the Boundary Commission
when the review of the District Wards took place, and supported the Commission's
proposals in their entirety.

(c) Summing up by Harrogate Borough Council
Mr. J. Neville Knox, Chief Executive, Harrogate Borough Council, summing
up for the Borough Council, intimated that he had been most impressed with the
number of people who had attended from the rural areas, and with the force and
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sincerity of their observations conerning the necessity for a greater
representation in their areas, having regard to the huge vastnesses and rugged
conditions which prevailed over a great deal of the district.

He was agreeably

surprised at the total lack of acrimony being expressed, and suggested that it
would be tragic if the harmony which had .existed in the past three or four
years should in any way be affected by something which came about because 'of
alterations occasioned by juggling about with the Wards on an arithmetical
basis,

Mr. Knox suggested that,with possibly one or two minor adjustments,

the Council's first draft scheme, providing for a 27-33 split, was the proper
one, and would not clash with the rules laid down in the Local Government
Act 1972.

If the Commission was unable to accept that, then he felt the

least which should be done was 29 Councillors for Harrogate, and 31 for the
remainder of the District. .

(d) Representations received by post after close of Enquiry

(1) Roecliffe Parish Council

- The Parish Council were opposed to the

proposals on the grounds that decreased representation would make the Councillors
area too large, and that they would not receive the representation they needed.
The Parish Council suggested that the present boundaries were acceptable to
the electorate and took into account all local affinities and the local
geography.
(2) Fearby. Healey and District Parish Council

- pointing out that the

existing Ward boundaries were agreed by the urban representatives, and that,
compared with other districts in North Yorkshire, the urban areas greatly
increase the electorate per member, with the result that the rural Councillors
would have greater difficulty in being available to the electorate.

The

Council, therefore, pressed for the retention of the present boundaries.
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4.

ACCOUNT OF INSPECTIONS MADE BY ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

Your Assistant Commissioner made a tour of the area, covering in all,
some 150 miles, with particular reference to :(a) those areas where substantial development was projected
(b) the Parishes which were proposed to be grouped with urban areas and
(c) those Parishes where representations had been made, other than formal
objections to the proposed reduction in the numbers of Councillors in the
rural areas.
During the course of the tour, I also visited the sparsely populated
areas to the north-west and west of the district, in which there are large
areas of virtually uninhabited moorland, and a number of large reservoirs in
the River Nidd and River Washbourn areas.

5.

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER'S ASSESSMENT OF THE WEIGHT OF ARGUMENTS

(1) An analysis of'the representations reveals the following :(a) A large number of Parish Councils and individuals in the rural areas
wish to retain the present Ward system without alteration
(b) The rural Parishes in large numbers objected to any reduction in
representation.
(2) The Borough Council's original scheme provided for 27 Councillors for
Harrogate, and the revised scheme provided for 29 Councillors.

However, the

Chief Executive, whilst advocating the revised scheme in his opening remarks,
at the conclusion of the Hearing put forward the amended suggestion that the
Harrogate area should have 27 Councillors only.
(?) The question of Wards running over into Constituency, former District, and
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ecclesiastical groupings were put forward as arguments in favour of retaining
the existing Ward boundaries in the rural areas.

These statements were made

by Mr. P. Wray, the Conservative Agent for the Harrogate Constituency,
Councillor Orton, regarding the District boundaries, and the Rev. Hawkins
concerning the ecclesiastical boundaries, and others.

So far as Parliamentary

boundaries are concerned, the District of Harrogate impinges on no less than
five Constituencies.

However, rigidly to adhere to the Constituency boundaries

would make it impossible to achieve parity between Ward electorates.

Similar

circumstances, to a lesser degree, would obtain so far as former district and
ecclesiastical groupings are concerned.
(4) During my inspection of the area, it seemed quite clear that Knaresborough
Outer and Goldsborough Parishes were predominantly rural in character)and their
affinity with Knaresborough was very slight.

On the other hand Scriven and

Knaresborough run into one another and it would not appear unreasonable that
they should be grouped together, as proposed by the Commission.

With regard

to Ripon, my inspection gave the clear impression that Clotherholme could well
be grouped with Ripon. However, the character and affinities of Littlethorpe
and Sharow being primarily rural in character, despite dormitory development,
made it apparent that these Parishes ought not to be grouped with the City.
However, if this is done the following figures emerge :Area
Harrogate

No. of

Entitlements

Cllrs.
30

1975 Elect.
29.40

Est. 1980 Elect
29.65

Knaresborough with

Scriven
Ripon with
Clotherholme

Rural areas

6

5.60

5-76

6
18

6.04
18.96

5-62
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18.97

It seems quite clear, on this basis, that the rural areas should have
nineteen single-member Wards.

If one is taken from Harrogate, the average

electorate per member would be 1652 on the 1975 Electorate, some 0.014 above
the average, and 1855 on the projected 1980 Electorate, some 0.023 above the
average.

Alternatively, if the Parish of Clotherholme were taken from the

proposed Ripon Wards and restored to the rural areas, and the Ripon Councillors
reduced to five, the average electorate per Councillor would be 1814 on the
1975 Electorate, some 0.114 above the average, and 1886 on the projected 1980
Electorate, some 0.039 above the average.
(5) With regard to the proposed Mashamshire Ward, where the major portion of
the area comprised moorland, which is extremely remote and under-populated,
it would appear that, even if the adjoining Parish of Grewelthorpe were to be
added, its electorate would still be below the average.

However, the geography

of the area makes this, inevitable.
(6) With regard to the Pateley Bridge area, the main lines of communication
of the moorland Parishes of Fountains Earth, Stonebeck Down and Stonebeck Up
are to Pateley Bridge.

They should, therefore, be grouped with Pateley Bridge.

(?) In formulating my recommendations, I have endeavoured, wherever practicable
and provided the statutory requirements can be reasonably complied with, to
give effect to the declared wishes of the local inhabitants.

This, has

necessitated a re-appraisal of the Ward boundaries, but they generally follow
the broad lines of the Commission's proposals.

6.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

(l) That Harrogate should be divided into ten Wards with 29 Councillors i.e.
nine Wards with 3 Councillors each and one Ward with 2 Councillors.
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The

boundaries of the respective Wards should follow those suggested by the
Borough Council in their revised proposals,
(2) Knaresborough, with Scriven should comprise two Wards with 6 Councillors,
3 Councillors for each Ward.
(3) Ripon with Clotherholme should comprise two Wards with 6 Councillors,
3 Councillors for each Ward.
(4) The remainder of the district should be divided into nineteen single-member
Wards.
A statement of the proposed Wards, with details of the constituent Wards
and Parishes and electorates is annexed (Appendix 'E1).

GENERAL

Your Assistant Commissioner wishes to express his appreciation of the
assistance and co-operation afforded by the Officers of the Harrogate Borough
Council in connection with the Meeting.

- 29 -

APPENDIX 'A1

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTORAL

BOUNDARY

REVIEW

DRAFT PROPOSALS OF LOCAL
MEETING

LIST

-

OP

-

COMMISSION

BOROUGH

GOVERNMENT
26th

PERSONS

Mr. G. Gill
Mr. U.K. Norland
Mr. J. Burney
Mr. F.G. Sowray

Mr. J. Hick
Dr. Hazell
Mr. D.M. Hall
Mr. C.C. Morris

Mr. J. Spencer
Mr. E. Donley
Mrs. K. Parker

ENGLAND

HARROGATB

BOUNDARY

JULY.

Mr. J. Necille Knox, Chief Executive
Coun. A.G. Nelson
Coun. B.W. Crosswaite
Coun. A. Phillips
Coun. M.P. Laycock
Coun. H.S. Kitchen
Coun. J. Orton
Coun. R.B. Wood
Coun. Lady Diana Ingilby
Coun. J. Love
Coun. G. Harper King
Mr. T.E. Watson

OF

FOR

COMMISSION

1977

ATTENDING

Harrogate Borough Council
.Duchy Ward
East Central Ward
Wedderburn Ward
tfedderburn Ward
West Central Ward
Rural Wards
Fountains Ward
District Councillor
ditto
ditto
Bewerley Parish Council
Bishopside Parish Council
Bishop Monkton Parish Council
ditto
Bishop Thornton Parish Council
Boroughbridge Parish Council
ditto
Burton Leonard Parish Council
Cattal Hunsingore and Walshford Parish Ccl
ditto
Clotherholme Parish Council

;

Clint with Hamlets Parish Council

Mr. M. Gamble

Dacre Parish Council

Mr. P. Brocklebank

Dishforth Parish Council

Mr. Cawthome

Felliscliffe Parish Council

Mr. A.J. Green

Follifoot with Compton Parish Council

Mr. J.H. Reeves

Goldsborough Parish Council

Mr. R.S. Andrews

ditto

Mr. T. Pullen

Grantley Parish Council

Mr. H.F. Jackson

Great Ouseburn Parish Council

Mr. K.A. Hulme
Mr. T. Swires

Hartwith-cum-Winsley Parish Council

Mr. R. Hudson

Green Hammerton Parish Council
Hessay Parish Council
Hewick, Sharow with Compton Parish Gel.
ditto
Kearby with Netherby Parish Council
Kirk Deighton Parish Council
Kirk Hammerton Parish Council
ditto
Littlethorpe Parish Council
Lower Washburn Parish Council
Markington with Wallerthwaite Parish Gel
Marton cum Grafton Parish Council
Menwith with Barley Parish Council
ditto
ditto
Nether Poppleton Parish Council
North Deighton Parish Council
ditto
Hun Monkton Parish Council
ditto
ditto

ditto

Mr. T. Hildreth
Mr. G.R. Thompson, Copt Bewick

Mr. T.G. Levitt
Sharow
Mr. N.K. Bigland
Mr. J.A. Dunlevy
Mr. Glyn Williams
Mrs. B. Williams
Mr. Steele
Mr. W. Hannam
Mr. Bowdery

Mr. H.S. Davidson
Mrs. 1). Weddall

Mr. C.B. Weddall
Mr. M.K. Fraser
Rev. R.S. Hawkins
M. Nister

Mrs. J. Sturdy
Mr. R. Burton
Mr. J.M.B, Barchard
Mr. J. Holgate

ditto

Mr. W. Palmer
Mr. L. Marden

Mr. M. Spencer
Mr. Burr
Mr. W. Houseman

Mr. Q.G. Pae
Mr. Deacon
Mr. W.A. Lupton

'

Ripley Parish Meeting
Ripon City Councillor
Rufforth Parish Council
South Stainley Parish Council
Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council
Thruscross Parish Council
Weeton Parish Council

Coun. W.A. Dunnett

ditto

Mr. G.F. Jackson

ditto

Mrs. N. Fletcher

Wighill Parish Council

Mrs. I.B. Drury
Mr. R.O. Hunt

ditto
Dunkeswick

Mr. G. Williams

Mrs. A.F. Williams
Mr. M. Shelton
Mrs. A. Shelton
Mr. M. Harris
Mrs. D.M. Harris

Dunkeswick

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

\

Mr. J. Hunter

6 Stockdale Walk, Knaresborough

Mr. L.H. Burgess

Knaresborough

Mrs. T. Burgess

Mr. R.J. Welch
Mrs. Rita M. Lusby
Mr. J.C. Domain
Mr. Ernest Wood
Mr. Dougall
Mr. T.M. Bailey .

ditto

Ex-Councillor - District and County
Harlow Ward
Duchy Residents' Association
Wharfedale
Mdd Valley
Hampsthwaite

Mr. J. Hardcastle

Mr. J.O. Hagan
Mr. P. Wray

Harrogate Constituency Conservative Assn,
Agent
ditto

SCHEDULE 2
BOROUGH OF HARROGATE : NAMES OF HiOPOSED WARES AND NUMBERS OF COUNCILLORS
NAME OF WARD
Almscliffe
Bilton
Bishop Monkton
Boroughbri dge
Claro
Duchy
East Central
Fountains
Granby
liar low
Killinghall
Kirkby Malzeard
Knaresborough East
Knaresborough West
Loner Nidderdale
Marston Moor
Mashamshire
Nether Poppleton
Newby
New Park
Nidd Valley
Ousebum
Pannal
Pateley Bridge
Ripon East
Ripon West
Spofforth
Starbeck
Upper Poppleton
Wathvale
Wedderburn
West Central
Wharfdale Moors

NO. OF COUNCILLORS

1
3
1
1
1
3
3
1
3
3
1
1
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
3
1
3
3
1
3 .
1
1
3
3
1

SCHEDULE 3
BOROUGH OF HARROGATE

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WARD BOUNDARIES

Note: Where the boundary is described as following a road, railway, river,
canal or similar feature, it shall be deemed to follow the centre line of
the feature unless otherwise stated.

DUCHY WARD -

Commencing at a point where the river known as Oak Beck meets the eastern
boundary of Killinghall CP, thence generally northeastwards along said
boundary to Knox Lane, thence southeastwards

along said lane to Ripley

Drive, thence southwards and southeastwards along said Drive, to Knox Avenue,
thence generally southwards along said Avenue to Skipton Road, thence westwards along- .said Road to Ripon Road, thence southwards along said road to
Swan Road, thence generally southwestwards along said road to Crescent Road,
thence southwestwards along said road to Cornwall Road, thence generally
southwestwards along said Road, crossing Harlow Moor Road, and continuing
southwestwards along the path, which leads from Harlow Moor Road to Crag
Lane, to Crag Lane, thence northwestwards along said Lane to the southeastern boundary of Parcel No 8265 as shown .on OS 1:2500 plan No SE 26-2?5^,
edition of 1968, thence southwestwards along said boundary and northwestwards along the western boundary of said Parcel to the southeastern boundary
of Parcel No 0900, thence southwestwards along said boundary to the eastern
boundary of Pannal CP, thence northwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.

NEW PARK WARD

Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of Duchy Ward meets the
southeastern boundary of Killinghall CP, thence northwestwards along said
CP boundary, and the southern boundary of Nidd CP, to a point opposite the
eastern boundary of the Northern Sewage Works, thence southwards to and
along said boundary and westwards along the southern boundary of said sewage
works, to the service road leading to the sewage works, thence southwards

along said service road to the road known as Batchelor Gardens, thence southwestwards along said road to Crab Lane, thence southeastwards along said lane
to Bilton Lane, thence southwards along said Lane to Skipton Road, thence
westwards along said Road to Roberts Crescent, thence southwards and southeastwards along said crescent to the road known as Knapping Hill, thence
generally southwestwards along said road to Coppice Avenue, thence westwards
along said Avenue to the eastern boundary of Duchy Ward, thence generally
northwards along said boundary to the point of commencement.

BILTON WARD

Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of New Park Ward meets the
southern boundary of Nidd CP, thence eastwards along said CP boundary and the
southern boundaries of Brearton CP and Scotton CP, and generally southeastwards along the western boundary of Knaresborough CP, to the southern boundary
of Parcel No 0006 as shown on OS Plan No SE 32-3356, edition of 196?, thence
westwards along said boundary and the southern boundaries of Parcels Nos 8900,
7^00 and 4600, to the path, leading westwards from the property known as.
Longlands to the dismantled Ripon-Starbeck Railway, thence westwards along
said path to the said railway, thence southeastwards along said railway to
Bogs Lane, thence southwestwards along said lane to the Rippon-Harrogate
Railway, thence northwestwards and westwards along said railway to a point
being the prolongation southwards of the eastern boundary of Woodfield Junior
School and Woodfield Infants' School, thence northwards along said prolongation
and said eastern boundary, crossing Woodfield Road to the northeastern
boundary of No 1^7 Woodfield Road, thence northwestwards along said boundary
to the southeastern boundary of the Allotment Gardens, thence southwestwards
along said boundary to the unnamed road, to the north of the properties on
the northern side of Albany Avenue, thence southwestwards along said unnamed
road and the northern boundary of the Day Nursery .to the rear boundary of
No 14 Church Avenue, thence southwestwards along said boundary, and the rear

boundaries of Nos 12 to *f Church Avenue to the southern boundary of
1?8 Skipton Road, thence southwestwards along said boundary to Skipton Road,
thence northwestwards along said road to the eastern boundary of New Park
Ward, thence generally northwards along said boundary to the point of
commencement.

STARBECK WARD

Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of Bilton Ward meets
the western boundary of Knaresborough CP, thence southeastwards along said
CP boundary to Forest Moor Road, thence southwestwards along said road to
Forest Lane, thence southwards along said Lane to the road known as Hookstone
Chase, thence southwestwards along said road to Greenfields Road, thence
northwestwards along said road to Woodlands Drive, thence southwestwards

i
along said Drive to Wedderburn Road, thence northwestwards along said road
to Wedderburn Avenue, thence northwards along said avenue to Knaresborough
Road, thence eastwards along said road to Kingsley Road, thence generally
northwestwards and northeastwards along said road to the southern boundary
of Bilton Ward, thence northwestwards and eastwards along said boundary to
the point of commencement.

GRANBY WARD

Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of Bilton Ward meets the
western boundary of Starbeck Ward, thence generally southwards along said
western boundary to Woodlands Drive, thence southwestwards along said Drive
to Wetherby Road, thence northwestwards along said road to Knaresborough
Road, thence southwestwards along said Road to Park Parade, thence generally
northwards along said Parade and Regent Parade to Dragon Parade, thence
northeastwards along said Parade to Skipton Road, thence northwestwards along
said Road to the Leeds-Harrogate Railway, thence northeastwards along said

Railway to the southern boundary of Bilton Ward, thence generally eastwards
along said boundary to the point of commencement.

WEDDERBURN WARD

Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of Starbeck Ward meets
the western boundary of Knaresborough CP thence southward along said CP
boundary and generally southwestwards along the western boundaries of
Plompton CP and Follifoot CP to the Leeds-Harrogate Railway, at the Crimple
Valley Viaduct, thence northwestwards along said railway to Hookstone Road,
thence southwestwards along said Road to Leeds Road, thence northwestwards
along said Road to the road known as York Place, thence northeastwards along
said road to the southern boundary of Granby Ward, thence northeastwards,
southeastwards and generally northeastwards along said boundary and the
southern boundary of Starbeck Ward to the point of commencement.

PANNAL WARD

Commencing at a point where the southwestern boundary of Wedderburn Ward
meets the western boundary of Follifoot CP, thence southwestwards and
southeastwards along said CP boundary, and generally southwestwards and
northwestwards along the western boundary of Spofforth with Stockeld CP,
the northern boundaries of Kirkby Overblow CP and North Rigton CP, and
generally northwards along the eastern boundary of Pannal CP, to the path
leading eastwards from Hill Top Lane to Yew Tree Lane, thence eastwards
along said path to Yew Tree Lane, thence northwards along said Lane to
Rossett Green Lane, thence eastwards and northeastwards along said Lane
to Leadhall Lane, thence northeastwards along said Lane to a point opposite
the southwestern boundary of Larchfield School, thence northwestwards to
and along said southwestern boundary, to the southeastern boundary of the
Government Buildings Complex, thence northeastwards and northwestwards

along the southeastern and northeastern boundaries of the said Complex, to

the southeastern boundary of No 15^ West End Avenue, thence northeastwards
along said boundary, crossing West End Avenue, to and along the path leading
northeastwards from West End Avenue along the rears of Nos 79 to 61
St George's Road, thence northeastwards along the unnamed road, at the rear
of the properties on the southeastern side of St George's Road, to the
southwestern boundary of Wedderburn Ward, thence generally southeastwards
along said boundary to the point of commencement.

HARLCW WARD

Commencing at a point where the northwestern boundary of Pannal Ward meets
the eastern boundary of Pannal CP, thence northwards, westwards and northwards along said CP boundary to the southern boundary of Duchy Ward, thence
northeastwards along said boundary, and continuing along Cornwall Road, to
Valley Drive, thence southwestwards and southeastwards along said Drive to
Cold Bath Road, thence generally southwards along said Road, to Otley Road,
thence northeastwards along said road to a point opposite the northeastern
boundary of Harrogate Grammar School, thence southeastwards to and along
said boundary and continuing southeastwards along the northeastern boundary of
the Government Building Complex to the northwestern boundary of Pannal Ward,
thence generally southwards and southwestwards along said boundary to the point
of commencement.
WEST CENTRAL WARD

Commencing at a point where the eastern boundary of Duchy Ward meets the
southern boundary of New Park Ward, thence eastwards along said boundary to
the road known as Coppice Gate, thence southwards and eastwards along said
road to Hampsthwaite Road, thence southwards along said road to the path
known as Luchon Way, thence southeastwards along said path to the Coppice
Valley Pool service road, thence southeastwards, northeastwards and southwestwards along said service road to Coppice Drive, thence southeastwards
along said Drive to Kings Road, thence northeastwards along said road to
Grove Road, thence eastwards along said road to the unnamed road, on the
western side of Grove Road Cemetery, thence southwards along said road to

the unnamed road, to the north of the properties on the northern side of
Mayfield Terrace, thence eastwards along said road, to the path leading
eastwards from said road, thence eastwards along said path to the footbridge
crossing the Leeds-Harrogate-Ripon Railway, thence eastwards along said
footbridge to said railway, thence generally southwards along said Railway
to the northwestern boundary of Wedderburn Ward, thence southwestwards and
southeastwards along said boundary to the northern boundary of Pannal Ward,
thence southwestwards along said boundary and generally northwestwards
along the eastern boundary of Harlow Ward and the eastern boundary of Duchy
Ward to the point of commencement.

EAST CENTRAL WARD

Commencing at a point where the southern boundary of New Park Ward meets
the western boundary of Bilton Ward, thence southeastwards, northeastwards
and southeastwards along said western boundary to the northern boundary of
Granby Ward, thence southwestwards and southeastwards along the northern
and western boundaries of said Ward to the northwestern boundary of
Wedderburn Ward, thence southwestwards along said boundary, and generally
northwestwards along the eastern and northern boundaries of West Central
Ward, to the southern boundary of New Park Ward, thence northeastwards
along said boundary to the point of commencement.

ALMSCLIFFE WARD

The parishes of Haverah Park
Kearby with Netherby
Kirkby Overblow
North Rigton
Pannal
Sicklinghall
Weeton

BISHOP MONKTON WARD

The parishes of Bishop Monkton
Burton Leonard
Markingfield Hall
Markington with Wallerthwaite
Nidd
Ripley
South Stainley with Cayton

BOROUGHBRIDGE WARD

The parishes of Boroughbridge
Marton cum Grafton

CLARO WARD

The parishes of Allerton Mauleverer with Hopperton
Arkendale
Brearton
Cattal

Coneythorpe and Clareton
Farnham

8
CARLO WARD (CONTINUED)

Ferrensby
Flaxby
GoIdsborough
Great Eibston with Walshford
Hunsingore
Knaresborough Outer
Plompton
Scotton
Walkingham Hill with Occaney

FOUNTAINS WARD

The parishes of Aldfield
Bridge Hewick

Copt Hewick
Givendale
Button Conyers

Lindrick with Studley Royal and Fountains
Littlethorpe
North Stainley with Sleningford
Nunwick cum Howgrave
Sharow
Studley Roger
Sutton Grange

KILLINGHALL WARD

The parishes of Hampsthwaite
Killinghall

KIRKBY MALZEARD WARD

The parishes of Azerley
Bishop Thornton
Eavestone
Grantley
Kirkby Malzeard
Laverton

Sawley
Skelding
Warsill

Winksley

KNARESBQROUGH EAST WARD

The Knaresborough East Ward of the parish of Knaresborough

KNARESBOROUGH WEST WARD

The parish of Scriven
The Knaresborough West Ward of the parish of Knaresborough

LCWER NIDDERDALE WARD

The parishes of Birstwith
Glint

Felliscliffe
Hartwith cum Winsley

MARSTON MOOR WARD

The parishes of Angram

Bilton in Ainsty

10

MARSTON MOOR WARD (CONTINUED)

Hutton Wandesley
Long Marston
Tockwith
Wighill

MASHAMSHIRE WARD

The parishes of Burton-on-Yore
Colsterdale
Ellingstring
Ellinton High and Low
Fearby
Grewelthorpe
Healey
Ilton-cum-Pott
Masham
Swinton with Warthermarske

NETHER POPPLETON WARD

The parishes of Hessay

Kirk Hammerton
Moor Monkton
Nether Poppleton
Thornville
Wilstrop

11
NEWBY WARD

The parishes of Copgrove
Cundall with Leckby
Ellenthorpe
Humberton
Kirby Hill
Langthorpe
Milby
Newby with Mulwith
Norton-le-clay

Roecliffe
Skelton
Staveley
Thornton Bridge
Westwick

NIDD VALLEY WARD

The parishes of Bewerley
Dacre
Menwith with Darley
Thornthwaite with Padside
Thruscross

OUSEBURN WARD

The parishes of Dunsforths
Green Hammerton
Great Ouseburn
Kirby Hall
Little Ouseburn

12

OUSEBURN WARD (CONTINUED)

Nun Monkton
Thorpe Underwoods
Widdington
Whixley

PATELEY BRIDGE WARD

The parishes of Fountains Earth
High and Low Bishopside
Stonebeck Down
Stonebeck Up

RIPON EAST WARD

The Ripon East Ward of the parish of Ripon

RIPON WEST WARD

The parish of Clotherholme
The Ripon West Ward of the parish of Ripon

SPOFFORTH WARD

The parishes of Follifoot
Kirk Deighton
Little Ribston
North Deighton
Spofforth with Stockeld

13
UPPER POPPLETON WARD

The parishes of Knapton
Rufforth
Upper Poppleton

WATHVALE WARD

The parishes of Asenby
Baldersley
Dishforth
Marton-le-Moor
Melmerby
Middleton Quernhow
Norton Conyers
Rainton with Newby
Wath

WHARFEDALE MOORS WARD

The parishes of Askwith
Blubberhouses
Castley
Denton
Farnley

Fewston
Great Timble .
Leathley
Lindley
Little Timble
Middleton

WHARFEDALE MOORS WARD (CONTINUED)

Nesfield with Langbar
Newall with Clifton
Norwood
Stainburn
Weston

HARROGATB BOROUGH COUNCIL
ELeotion by thirds
Order of retirement and Parish Elections
PE o Parish Elections
Name of Ward
Almscliffe
Bilton* Bishop Monktou
Boroughbridge

- Claro
Duchy
East Central
Fountains
Granby
Harlow
Killinghall
Kirkby Malzeard
Knaresborough East
Knaresborough West
Lover Nidderdale
Mar s ton Moor
Mashamahire
Nether Poppleton
Newby
New Park
Nidd Valley
Ouseburn
Pannal
Pateley Bridge
Ripon East
Ripon West
Spofforth
Starbeck
Upper Poppleton
Wathvale
Wedderburn
West Central
Wharfidale Moora

No. of Councillors
Representing Wards

1

3
1
1
1
3
3
1
3
3
1
1
3
3
1
1
1
1
1

Oreler of Retiremtmt
I960
1 PE
1

1983

1
1 PE

1
1 PE

1 PE
1
1
1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1 PE
1
1

1 PE
|

1
1

1 PE
1
1

1 PE
1 PE

1 PE
1 PE
1 PE
1 PE

2
1
1

1

3
1
3
3
l.
3
1
1
3
3
1

1

60

1982

1
1
1

1 PE
1

1
1
1
1 PE
1

1 PE
1 PE
1
1 PE
1 PE
1 PE
1

1 PE
1
1

20

1 PE
1
1

20

1
1
1 PE
20

