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INTRODUCTION
SUBMISSION TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND
ELECTORAL REVIEW FOR BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET COUNCIL
PROPOSAL FOR NEW ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS BY BATH & NORTH EAST
SOMERSET CONSERVATIVES
AIM OF OUR SUBMISSION
The Conservative submission for warding arrangements for Bath & North East Somerset is aligned to
the fundamental aims of the of the electoral review: to achieve as closely as possible electoral equality
across all wards, and to ensure that the pattern of wards reflects the interests and identities of local
communities as well as promoting effective local government.
We note that our proposals cannot affect the external boundaries of Bath & North East Somerset or
take account of the parliamentary constituency boundaries. However, our warding proposals do have
the benefit of achieving all of the following:
•

Good, and significantly improved, electoral equality between wards;

•

Protection of all Parish community boundaries, including Town boundaries;

•

Recognition of the River Avon as a strong geographical boundary, particularly where there is no
river crossing (e.g. at Saltford);

•

Maintaining the Bath City boundary - recognising that, whilst the City/Constituency boundary is not
a formal consideration in and of itself, the City boundary does represent a natural and longstanding community boundary in the minds of electors and that it is preferable to maintain this
boundary if possible whilst meeting all other criteria.

NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS
Bath & North East Somerset Council currently has 65 councillors and the Commission has confirmed
that it is minded to recommend that Bath & North East Somerset Council should have 59 councillors
in the future; 6 less than the current arrangement.
Our proposals are therefore based on a new patterns of wards that would be represented by 59
councillors.

ELECTORATE FIGURES
Our warding proposals are based upon the electorate forecast for 2023 as submitted by Bath & North
East Somerset Council.
This therefore means that our proposals meet the criteria set out in legislation which states that
Commission recommendations should be based on how many electors there are likely to be in the five
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INTRODUCTION cont.
years after the publication of the Commission’s final recommendations.
These forecasts were broken down to polling district level and predicted an increase in the overall
electorate from 133,162 in 2017 to 139,679 in 2023, an increase of around 4.9%. This means that
the target number of electors per Councillor is 2367, and our proposals are therefore aimed at
achieving wards which are as close as possible to this target number of electors per Councillor whilst
having due and proper regard for community ties and natural community boundaries.

OUR PROPOSALS
Our overall warding proposals are shown in tabular form at Annex B to this document.
Our proposals are for a total of 30 wards - 27 two councillor wards, 2 one-councillor wards, and 1
three-councillor ward.
The detail for each proposed ward shows the total number of electors, and the percentage variance
from the target of 2367 per councillor. The percentage variance figure calculates the distance from
the target size (by +/- 0-10% from the target electorate).

FUNDAMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
We have proposed a pattern of wards for Bath & North East Somerset Council which aims to strike the
best balance between the three main considerations of the Commission which are:
•

Electoral equality: each local councillor representing, as closely as possible, the same number
of voters

Our proposals give the highest regard to the fundamental aim of achieving electoral equality across
Bath & North East Somerset. Whilst it has not been possible to propose wards with exactly the same
number of electors in each, we have kept the number of electors represented by each councillor as
close to the average of 2,367 as possible.
All of our proposed wards for Bath & North East Somerset Council are within the +/- 10% threshold
and therefore achieve good electoral equality by 2023.
•

Community identity: with wards based on strong easily identifiable boundaries and reflecting
the identity and interests of local communities

In addition to electoral equality, our warding proposals have also taken strong account of community
identity and community ties:
- We have taken into account whether there are natural or constructed features which make strong
boundaries for our proposals.
- We have taken into account community groups such as parish councils, residents’ associations or
other groups that represents the area.
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INTRODUCTION cont.
- We have taken into account other factors that bind the community together or separate it from other
parts of the Council area, such as common interests and issues or common use of local services and
facilities (such as amenities, transport and leisure).
•

Effective and convenient local government: helping the Council discharge its responsibilities
effectively

We have taken into account whether any of our proposed wards are too large or small to be
represented effectively and whether the proposed names of the wards are appropriate. We have also
considered whether there are good links across our proposed wards including whether there is any
form of public transport.

METHODOLOGY & APPROACH
In formulating our proposals to ensure electoral equality, we have taken into account the requirement
not to extend over the external boundaries of the Bath & North East Somerset Council area and given
due and proper regard to natural community boundaries, strengthening communities where possible.
Towns and Parish communities
In considering community identities in our Town and Parish areas, we have taken into account the
existence of Town and Parish Councils within the North East Somerset part of the Council area. The
existing Parishes represent strong community identities, built up over many years, and we believe that
the approach of maintaining the integrity of these Parish boundaries is one that is widely supported by
the Parishes themselves.
We have therefore deliberately avoided artificially and unnecessarily dividing Town or Parish Councils
between wards and have used Town and Parish Council areas as building blocks in our proposals for
our Town and rural communities in North East Somerset.
In maintaining the integrity of the Parish and Town boundaries, as well as protecting community ties, a
very high degree of electoral equality has also been achieved.
The City of Bath
The City of Bath itself is not parished and so the alteration of ward boundaries is not subject to parish
boundary constraints. However, our proposals do allow for community identities, many of which are
based on Bath’s long history, to be preserved and even enhanced.
Whilst we recognise that the City/Constituency boundary is not a formal constraint to warding
proposals in and of itself, the City boundary does represent a natural and long-standing community
boundary in the minds of electors. Given that it is possible to achieve good and improved electoral
equality across all wards without crossing the City boundary we consider it is preferable to maintain
this boundary. As such our warding proposals do not affect the existing city boundary whilst achieving
good and improved electoral equality.
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INTRODUCTION cont.
Within the City, our warding proposals have sought to achieve good electoral equality, whilst
strengthening community ties within wards and maintaining community boundaries as far as possible.
In particular, our warding proposals recognise the fact that the modern City of Bath is in fact
comprised of a number of smaller distinct communities, particularly on its outer edges, many of which
were historically villages themselves.
Whilst recognising the need to amend boundaries and reduce the number of wards due to population
growth and the reduced number of Councillors, we have sought to avoid unnecessarily significant
change to existing ward arrangements where these existing wards are well-understood by residents
and follow clear community boundaries.
Geographical considerations
An important geographical consideration is the River Avon which bisects the council area and in
certain instances restricts travel and places constraints on the achievement of the right balance of
high levels of electoral equality and community identity. Our proposals also take account of manmade structures that create strong community boundaries, in particular main roads and arterial
routes.
For ease of understanding, our proposed wards in the Bath & North East Somerset area have been
split into broad geographical areas.
Our warding proposals for each of these geographical areas are contained within the proposals that
follow.
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WARDING PROPOSALS
KEYNSHAM New ward proposals:
⇒ Keynsham East - 2 Member ward (+5% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Keynsham North - 2 Member ward (+5% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Keynsham South - 2 Member ward (+6% of target electorate in 2023)

Dotted line indicates existing ward boundary. Solid line indicates proposed new ward boundary.
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KEYNSHAM cont. The historic market town of Keynsham, which has its own Town Council, currently has three wards
with two members for each ward. These wards are Keynsham East, Keynsham North and Keynsham
South. The town has a strong and distinct community identity from neighbouring parishes, including
a vibrant High Street, shops, supermarket, library, leisure centre, town hall, schools and rail station.
The total forecasted electorate for each current ward and its deviation from the target of 2367 per
member is as follows:
Current Keynsham East ward:

4746

0%

Current Keynsham North ward:

5311

+12%

Current Keynsham South ward:

4896

+ 3%

Keynsham Total:

14953

+ 5%

The total deviation for the town of +5% is well within the tolerance of +/-10% and allows for our
proposals to preserve the strong community links within this historic town and to maintain the
external Town Council boundary. We therefore propose that, apart from changes to the internal
boundaries of existing wards to achieve better electoral equality, there should no change to the
existing external town boundary, or for there to be any change to the existing arrangement of two
members per ward.
To achieve a better electoral equality it is proposed that:
•

•

Certain roads currently in Keynsham North (shown in Appendix 2) which contain 338 electors
and which adjoin Keynsham South be transferred to Keynsham South. These changes have
the benefit of bringing the electors on both sides of Caernarvon Road, Handel Road, Charlton
Park, and Park Road all into Keynsham South.
Certain roads currently in Keynsham South (shown in Appendix 2) which contain 227 electors
and which adjoin Keynsham East be transferred to Keynsham East. This change will mean that
the new boundary between these wards follows the line of Bath Hill and Temple Street, thereby
bringing the new Riverside apartment development into Keynsham East and creating a strong
natural new boundary between these wards.

We propose no change to the names of the three wards, and in the interests of effective and
convenient governance retaining the existing structure of two members per ward (allowing one
member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday, sickness, training,
conferences etc). In view of the homogeneous nature of the Keynsham electorate, the transfer of
these roads would not lead to any loss of community identity and will reduce the variation in
electoral equality between the three wards to produce the following result:
Keynsham East

4973

+ 5%

Keynsham North

4973

+ 5%

Keynsham South

5007

+ 6%
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KEYNSHAM DETAILED MAPS
Change of ward boundary between Keynsham South and Keynsham East
Dotted line
indicates
existing ward
boundary.
Solid line
indicates
proposed new
ward
boundary.

Change of ward boundary between Keynsham North and Keynsham South
Dotted line
indicates
existing ward
boundary.
Solid line
indicates
proposed new
ward
boundary.
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SALTFORD AND ENVIRONSNew ward proposals:
⇒ Saltford ward - 2 Member ward (-2% of target electorate in 2023)

Saltford (inc. Corston, Newton St Loe & Compton Dando)
Saltford is currently a two member ward comprising the village and parish of the same name and
with a forecasted electorate of 3346, a significant deviation for a two member ward from the target
of 4734 of -29 %.
The current ward and parish is bordered on its northern side by the River Avon, and there is no
bridge to link Saltford with the parishes of North Stoke and Kelston on the opposite side.
Consideration was given as to whether it would be reasonable for Saltford to join with Kelston and
North Stoke on the other side of the River Avon to form a new ward, however we strongly feel this
option should be ruled out due to the hard border of the River Avon and resulting lack of any real
community ties between Saltford and the Kelston/North Stoke Communities. The nearest bridges
across the Avon are some miles away via either Keynsham or Bath, there is no river crossing from
Saltford itself.
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SALTFORD AND ENVIRONS cont.
As well as the river dividing Saltford from Kelston, there is an absence of any transport, business,
historical or social links between the communities on either side of the River Avon. North Stoke and
Kelston look northwards to South Gloucestershire and Bath, whilst Saltford looks southwards into
Somerset.
Therefore, in order to improve the electoral equality of Saltford and without cutting the existing
parish communities into two parts, we believe the best option to achieve better electoral
equality whilst maintaining community links is to join the adjoining and neighbouring parishes of
Compton Dando, Corston and Newton St Loe with Saltford, all of which have close connections
and good transport links with Saltford via the A4 Bath Road and the A39 Wells Road. Moreover, as
with Saltford, the northern boundaries of Corston and Newton St Loe are the River Avon which
reinforces community identity. In addition Saltford, Corston & Newton St Loe churches form the
Church of England Saltford benefice with all the long standing religious and social traditions that are
associated with it.
The addition of Compton Dando, Corston and Newton St Loe adds a forecasted 1295 electors to
Saltford making a total for the ward of 4641 electors. This provides for far better electoral
equality with a deviation from the target of 4734 of -2 %.
Effective and convenient local government would be maintained through the resilience of having two
members, allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday,
sickness, training, conferences etc.
It is proposed that this new two member ward would be named Saltford due the fact that Saltford
would remain by some way the largest village within the ward, comprising some three-quarters of the
electorate.
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THE CHEW VALLEY & MENDIPS
New ward proposals:
⇒ Publow & Whitchurch - 1 Member ward (+7% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Chew Valley - 2 Member ward (-1% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ High Littleton & Mendip - 2 Member ward (-2% of target electorate in
2023)
Publow & Whitchurch

Publow & Whitchurch is currently a single member ward comprising the two parishes of Publow with
Pensford and Whitchurch, and with a forecasted electorate of 2527, a deviation from the target of
2367 of less than + 7%.
The ward is bordered by the external boundary of the council area, by the town of Keynsham and by
the Chew Valley, none of which lend themselves in either practical or community terms to
amalgamation with Publow and Whitchurch to create a two member ward.
In view of the good electoral equality we therefore propose no change to this ward which should
remain single member and retain its name of Publow & Whitchurch.
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THE CHEW VALLEY & MENDIPS cont.
Chew Valley

The existing two single-member wards of Chew Valley South and Chew Valley North are each
significantly outside the acceptable 10% limit for electoral equality:
•

The current Chew Valley South ward consists of four parishes (Compton Martin, Nempnett
Thrubwell, Stowey Sutton and Ubley) with a forecasted electorate of 2092, some 88% of the
target of 2367.

•

The current Chew Valley North ward consists of three parishes (Chew Magna, Chew Stoke and
Norton Malreward) with a forecasted electorate of 1949, some 82% of the target of 2367.

In order to improve electoral equality whilst maintaining the strong community ties that exist across
the villages in the Chew Valley, we therefore propose to create a new two member ward
consisting of the seven parishes within the existing Chew Valley wards plus the adjoining parish
of Stanton Drew (currently within the Clutton Ward).
The electorate of this two member ward will be 4666, -1% of the target of 4734 and this avoids
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THE CHEW VALLEY & MENDIPS cont.
unnecessarily cutting through parish boundaries.
The existing community links between Chew Valley North and South are well established and,
moreover, Stanton Drew has long been considered to be part of the Chew Valley by its residents (for
example it is part of the Lakeside Group of Churches which includes Chew Magna, Nempnett
Thrubwell, Chew Stoke and Norton Malreward) so that not only is good electoral equality achieved
but the test of community identity is also satisfied.
Effective and convenient local government would be enhanced through the increased resilience of
having two members, allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent
through holiday, sickness, training, conferences etc.
It is proposed that this new two member ward should be named “Chew Valley”.

Mendip & High Littleton

Based upon electorate projections alone, it would be possible to maintain the current Mendip and
High Littleton wards as two separate single-member wards. However, in the interests of effective
and convenient governance, as well as community ties, we propose that these two wards should
merge to become a single two-member ward.
We gave consideration to proposing the retention of two separate single member wards here.
However, the villages within these areas have common interests, and the villages of Farrington
Gurney and Temple Cloud, with their location on the A37, provide somewhat of a focal point for
these
communities,
with
Farrington’s
co-op
supermarket,
petrol
station
and
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THE CHEW VALLEY & MENDIPS cont.
large farm shop (including its adjoining children/family facilities and restaurant) serving as local
amenities for residents of villages on both sides of the A37. Additionally, the football club and cricket
club in Temple Cloud, as well as the golf Club in Farrington, serve as local sports and leisure
facilities for residents of the surrounding area.
We also feel that effective and convenient local government would be enhanced through the
increased resilience of having two members, allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the
other was absent through holiday, sickness, training, conferences etc.
It is therefore proposed that this new two member ward be renamed “Mendip & High Littleton”,
with a total electorate of 4615 (-2% of target electorate), consisting of the parishes of Cameley,
East Harptree, West Harptree, Hinton Blewett, High Littleton and Farrington Gurney.
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THE SOMER VALLEY
New ward proposals:
⇒ Midsomer Norton North - 2 Member ward (-1% of target electorate in
2023)
⇒ Midsomer Norton Redfield - 2 Member ward (-2% of target electorate in
2023)
⇒ Westfield - 2 Member ward ( +/- 0% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Radstock - 2 Member ward (+2% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Paulton - 2 Member ward (+/- 0% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Peasedown - 2 Member ward (+8% of target electorate in 2023)
Midsomer Norton North and Midsomer Norton Redfield

The historic market town of Midsomer Norton, which has its own Town Council, currently has two
wards with two members for each ward. The town has a strong and distinct community identity
separate from neighbouring towns and parishes, including a High Street, local shops and
supermarkets, library, leisure centre and schools.

16 Warding arrangements for Bath & North East Somerset

THE SOMER VALLEY cont.
The current wards are Midsomer Norton Redfield and Midsomer Norton North.
The total forecasted electorate and its deviation from the target of 2367 per member for each of the
current wards are as follows:
Current Midsomer Norton Redfield ward:

4338

- 8%

Current Midsomer Norton North ward:

5018

+ 6%

Midsomer Norton Total:

9356

- 1%

The total deviation of -1% for the town allows for our proposals to preserve the strong community
links within this historic town and to maintain the external Town Council boundary. We therefore
propose that, apart from changes to the internal boundaries of existing wards to achieve better
electoral equality, there should no change to the external town boundary, or to the existing
arrangement of two members per ward.
To achieve a better electoral equality it is proposed that:
•

certain roads in Midsomer Norton North (shown at Appendix 3) which contain 313 electors
and which adjoin the current Midsomer Norton Redfield ward be transferred to Midsomer
Norton Redfield. The proposed change to the boundary between these wards falls along the
High Street and then follows the line of the River Somer, providing a natural new boundary for
these wards.

N.B It should be noted that due to a recently discovered administrative oversight by Bath & North
East Somerset Council which occurred many years ago, the electoral rolls for these two wards have
not perfectly reflected the actual boundary between them. To be precise, the current 31 electors in
Mill Court have been wrongly allocated to the electoral roll for Midsomer Norton Redfield rather than
to Midsomer Norton North. Bath & North East Somerset Council Electoral Services have informed
us that this error will be corrected in the 2018-19 electoral roll. However, as the projections for
2023 supplied to the Commission by Bath & North East Somerset Council were based on the
existing situation, and as, under our proposals, Mill Court will be part of Midsomer Norton Redfield,
it has not been necessary to factor in the change of 31 electors to the figures shown above.
In view of the homogeneous nature of the Midsomer Norton electorate, the transfer of these roads
containing 313 electors would not lead to any loss of community identity and will reduce the
variation in electoral equality between the two wards to produce the following result:
Midsomer Norton Redfield:

4651

- 2%

Midsomer Norton North:

4705

- 1%

Midsomer Norton Total:

9356

- 1%

The residents within the wards have common interests and effective and convenient local
government would be maintained through the resilience of having two members per ward, allowing
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THE SOMER VALLEY cont.
one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday, sickness, training,
conferences etc.
We propose to retain the existing ward names of Midsomer Norton North and Midsomer Norton
Redfield.

A detailed map of the proposed new boundary between Midsomer Norton North and
Midsomer Norton Redfield is shown below.
Dotted line indicates existing ward boundary. Solid line indicates proposed new ward
boundary.
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THE SOMER VALLEY cont.
Westfield, Radstock, Paulton, Peasedown.

Paulton = pink; Radstock = yellow; Westfield = purple; Peasedown St John = green
Westfield
Westfield is currently a two member ward comprising the parish of the same name and with a
forecasted electorate of 4757, a deviation from the target of 4734 of 0 %.
The ward is bordered by the external boundary of the council area and by the parishes of Radstock
and Midsomer Norton.
In view of the good electoral equality and its standalone parish identity, we therefore propose no
change to this ward which should remain a two member ward. Effective and convenient local
government would be maintained through the resilience of having two members, allowing one
member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday, sickness, training,
conferences etc. It is proposed that the ward should retain its name of Westfield.
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THE SOMER VALLEY cont.
Westfield, Radstock, Paulton, Peasedown.
Radstock
Radstock is currently a two member ward comprising the parish of the same name and with a
forecasted electorate of 4315, a deviation from the target of 4734 of - 9 %.
Radstock has its own Town Council and the current ward/parish consists of a number of different
communities (such as Haydon, Writhlington and Clandown) based around the area of the old
Somerset coalfields, though with a common town centre known as Radstock.
The ward is bordered by the external boundary of the council area and by the parishes of Westfield,
Midsomer Norton and Camerton.
In order to achieve far better electoral equality, we propose to join Radstock with the adjoining
parish of Camerton with its forecasted electorate of 502 to make a total electorate of 4817. This
proposal has the benefit of avoiding the need to cut across the Parish boundaries of either
Midsomer Norton or Westfield and provides for far better electoral equality than the current ward,
with a deviation from the target of 4734 of +2 %.
Moreover, Camerton has historic coalfield links to Radstock and the latter is considered by Camerton
residents as their local centre for shopping and other amenities with easy access via the A367 Bath
New Road, in a similar way that the other existing smaller communities that form part of Radstock
Parish (such as Haydon, Writhlington and Clandown) also have easy access to Radstock town centre.
We therefore propose the new ward should remain a two member ward. Effective and convenient
local government would be maintained through the resilience of having two members, allowing one
member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday, sickness, training,
conferences etc.
It is proposed that this two member ward should retain its name of Radstock, as Radstock would
remain the centre of the surrounding communities.

Peasedown St John
Peasedown St John is currently a two member ward comprising the parish of the same name and
with a forecasted electorate of 5098, a deviation from the target of 4734 of + 8 %.
The current ward is bordered by parishes within the Bathavon South and Bathavon West wards.
Whilst Peasedown is comprised of both the older historic village and newer housing developments,
there remains a strong village identity, with its own doctors’ surgery, youth centre, community hall,
shops and amenities.
It would not be possible to achieve better electoral equality without splitting the Peasedown
community by cutting across the parish boundary and therefore, in view of the electoral equality
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THE SOMER VALLEY cont.
Westfield, Radstock, Paulton, Peasedown.
being within the +/- 10% level of tolerance and the parish having a strong standalone identity,
we therefore propose no change to this ward which should remain a two member ward. Effective
and convenient local government would be maintained through the resilience of having two
members, allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday,
sickness, training, conferences etc.
It is proposed that the ward should retain its name of Peasedown St John.

Paulton
Paulton is currently a two member ward comprising the village and parish of the same name and
with a forecasted electorate of 4718, a deviation from the target of 4734 of 0%. Paulton itself is a
large historic village which has its own distinct community from Midsomer Norton and other nearby
villages, with its own village centre, library, swimming pool and community hospital.
In view of the good electoral equality and its standalone village and parish identity, we therefore
propose no change to this ward which should remain a two member ward. Effective and
convenient local government would be maintained through the resilience of having two members,
allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent through holiday, sickness,
training, conferences etc. It is proposed that the ward should retain its name of Paulton.
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CENTRAL RURAL COMMUNITIES
New ward proposals:
⇒ Clutton & Timsbury - 2 Member ward (+4% of target electorate in 2023)

Clutton & Timsbury
Timsbury is currently a single member ward comprising the parish of the same name and with a
forecasted electorate of 2137, a deviation from the target of 2367 of -10 %.
Therefore, in order to improve the electoral equality of Timsbury it is necessary to take in adjoining
parishes with sufficient electors to reach a better level of electoral equality.
The sizes of electorates of adjoining parishes are such that they do not lend themselves to allowing
Timsbury to fulfil the level of electoral equality desired for a single member ward, and we strongly
feel that splitting parish communities between different wards should be avoided unless absolutely
necessary.
We therefore propose that Timsbury becomes part of a new two member ward comprising the
neighbouring parishes of Timsbury, Clutton, Chelwood, Farmborough, Marksbury and Priston.
The electorate of this two member ward will be 4906, a deviation from the target of 4734 of +
4% and avoids unnecessarily cutting through parish communities.
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CENTRAL RURAL COMMUNITIES cont.
The existing community links between these parishes are well established. For example, Timsbury
and Priston share the same Church of England benefice, as do Farmborough and Marksbury, whilst
Methodists and chapel-goers from these parishes attend services in Timsbury. Children in Priston
attend Marksbury school and shoppers throughout the area make use of the the village shops in
Timsbury. All have close connections and good transport links via the A37 and the A39 trunk roads
so that not only is good electoral equality achieved but the test of community identity is also
satisfied.
Effective and convenient local government would be enhanced through the increased resilience of
having two members, allowing one member to represent the ward whilst the other was absent
through holiday, sickness, training, conferences etc.
It is recognised that deciding upon a name for this ward is somewhat challenging given the fact it
contains several villages. We propose that this new two member Ward should be named “Clutton &
Timsbury”, reflecting the two largest population centres within this ward. A reasonable alternative
name for this ward could be “Farmborough ward” due to the central location of Farmborough Village
in this ward, though this name could cause some confusion for residents of Clutton and Timsbury. A
third alternative could be “Clutton, Timsbury & Farmborough” though this has the disadvantage of
being unusually long.
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EASTERN RURAL & VILLAGE
COMMUNITES
New ward proposals:
⇒ Bathavon South - 1 Member ward (-7% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Bathavon East - 3 Member ward (-7% of target electorate in 2023)
Bathavon South

Our proposed new Bathavon South ward consists of the rural southern parishes of the current
Bathavon South ward together with two of the rural parishes within the current Bathavon West ward,
thereby seeking to improve community identity within the ward whilst meeting the tests of improved
electoral equality and effective and convenient governance.
In reaching this proposal we considered the following issues relating to the existing Bathavon South
and Bathavon West wards:
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EASTERN RURAL & VILLAGE
COMMUNITES cont.
•

The existing single member ward of Bathavon West has a projected electorate of 1923,
representing a significant deviation from the electoral target of -19% and would therefore need
considerable additional electorate in order to satisfy the test of good electoral equality.
Moreover, there is little common community identity between the different parishes within the
current Bathavon West, and it is partly for this reason that we have proposed earlier in this
document that the parishes of Camerton, Newton St Loe and Priston be instead included within
wards alongside communities with whom they are far more closely associated. Furthermore, the
single Councillor representing this ward is already obliged to service 6 Parish Councils over a far
flung area, and the addition of yet further parishes would hamper effective and convenient local
government.

•

The existing single member ward of Bathavon South consists of six parishes - namely Freshford,
Hinton Charterhouse, Wellow, Shoscombe, South Stoke and Monkton Combe - with a total
forecasted electorate of 2516. Many of the northern villages/parishes within the current
Bathavon South look more towards, and have closer links with, the City of Bath than the ward’s
more rural southern parishes. A number of the parishes are bordered by a neighbouring council
area which somewhat constrains the opportunities to create a ward with the perfect balance of
electoral equality and community identity.

Taking all this into account, we consider that better electoral equality, enhanced community
identity and more effective and convenient local government can be achieved by the creation of
a revised, more rural-focussed single member Bathavon South ward - comprising the strictly rural
parishes of the current Bathavon South together with the balance of the remaining rural parishes of
Bathavon West.
We propose that this new single member ward should consist of the rural parishes of Freshford,
Hinton Charterhouse, Wellow, Shoscombe, Englishcombe, and Dunkerton & Tunley and should
be named “Bathavon South”.
This new, more rural-focussed Bathavon South ward would have a total projection of 2201
electors, a deviation from the target of 2367 of -7%. We believe that in this instance a slight
deviation from the electoral target provides for more effective and convenient local government by
ensuring there is a manageable number of electors and Parishes represented by a single Councillor
across what is quite a large geographical area. The number of parish councils served by the single
member would remain at 6.
As rural and village communities, the community links between these parishes are well established
and all have close connections. The villages are all at a distance from the City of Bath so they share
the same rural interests rather than the more suburban interests of communities on the periphery of
Bath. Therefore not only is far better electoral equality achieved but the test of community identity is
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also satisfied and even improved, whilst providing for more effective and convenient local
government.
Related to these proposals, we propose that the parishes on the periphery of Bath - Monkton Combe,
South Stoke and Combe Hay - would sit more sensibly within a new Bathavon East ward which would
form the suburban border of the city of Bath. These three parishes adjoin and have long borders
with the City of Bath, as do the parishes to the east and north of Bath. This “suburban” connection
will increase substantially with the building developments planned for the area between South Stoke
and the City of Bath through to 2023. For example, South Stoke will considerably increase its size
and will become far more of a “suburb” than a separate rural parish.
We would like the Commission to note that in reaching this proposal consideration was given to two
possible alternatives to the above proposal:
•

One alternative would be to leave Combe Hay within the new ward of Bathavon South. In pure
geographical terms this would have a certain logic, as the map above illustrates. However,
although this would improve the electoral quality of Bathavon South from -7% to -2%, it would
have the opposite effect on our proposed Bathavon East ward, which would then deviate further
from the target electorate. Furthermore, it would add yet another parish (with its parish council)
to the proposed 6, making a total of 7, which is a particularly large number of parishes for one
member to service.

•

The other alternative would be to detach Englishcombe, which again borders on the City of Bath,
from the newly created Bathavon South ward and include within our proposed Bathavon East
ward (described in the following pages). Again however, electoral equality is not well served by
this arrangement and the Bathavon East ward becomes too large and with too many parishes to
be manageable by its members.

We therefore believe that, in the interests of electoral equality, the new single member ward
should consist of the rural parishes of Freshford, Hinton Charterhouse, Wellow, Shoscombe,
Englishcombe, and Dunkerton & Tunley and should be named “Bathavon South”.
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Bathavon East

The current three member ward of Bathavon North consists of nine parishes, namely Bathford,
Batheaston, Bathampton, Charlecombe, Claverton, Kelston, North Stoke, St Catherine and
Swainswick with a total forecasted electorate of 5537, representing a significant deviation from the
electoral equality target of 7101 of -22% by 2023.
In the interests of electoral equality we therefore consider that it is necessary to reconfigure this
ward. To achieve better electoral equality we propose expanding the existing Bathavon North ward
by taking in additional parishes also within the ‘Bath Orbit’ to the south of City and renaming the
ward ‘Bathavon East’.
In reaching our proposals we considered the following factors:
•

Each of the parishes within the current Bathavon North ward except Kelston is bordered by a
neighbouring council area, and the villages of Bathampton and Claverton are separated from the
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remainder of the ward by the River Avon with only one road crossing point which comprises a toll
bridge. The nearest other road bridges require a journey of many miles to either Limpley Stoke in
Wiltshire or to the Cleveland Bridge in the centre of Bath. These factors all serve to constrain the
opportunities to create a ward with a perfect balance of excellent electoral equality combined
with community identity and effective local government.
•

The common factor between all of the parishes is that they sit within the “City of Bath Orbit”, all
having a common border with the city apart from North Stoke and St Catherine each of which can
only be accessed from within the Council area by one road, from Batheaston and from Kelston
respectively.

Therefore, in order to deliver significantly improved electoral equality whilst maintaining community
ties through common interests between the parishes we propose the creation of a new three
member ward named “Bathavon East” comprising all of the parishes within the current Bathavon
North ward with the addition of the parishes of Monkton Combe, South Stoke, and Combe Hay.
This would provide a projected electorate of 6631, a deviation from target of -7%.
Whilst we recognise that this creates a geographically large ward, the residents and parishes and
councillors of the existing Bathavon North ward are used to being served by three Members over a
broad geographical area. Furthermore all of the parishes within our proposed Bathathavon East
ward (with the exception of North Stoke and St Catherine) would have a common boundary with the
City of Bath meaning they have common interests.
We propose that this ward be named “Bathavon East” to reflect that it is situated on the eastern
most part of the Bath & North East Somerset Council area.
We would like the Commission to be aware that in reaching this proposal we gave careful
consideration to an alternative warding arrangement which could potentially better satisfy the tests
of community identity and convenient and effective governance, but which would not achieve such a
good degree of electoral equality. This alternative option would involve separating our proposed
three member ward along the line of the River Avon into two wards - a two member ‘Bathavon North’
ward and a single member ‘Bathavon East’ ward. Specifically, this would mean:
•

The creation of a single member ward to the south and west of the River Avon comprising the
parishes of Bathampton, Claverton, Monkton Combe, South Stoke and Combe Hay. This newly
created ward would have a projected electorate of 2398, a deviation from the target of +1%. It
would therefore meet the test of electoral equality, and as all the parishes have a common
boundary with the city of Bath and are linked together around the east and south of the city it
makes for strong community identity and good governance arrangements. Importantly, all of the
parishes are on the same side of the River Avon and the A36 with its links to Church Lane and
Tucking Mill Lane provides access to all the parishes whilst Claverton Down Road also provides
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access from the City of Bath. The ward could be named “Bathavon East” to reflect the fact it is
situated on the eastern most part of the Bath & North East Somerset Council area.
•

The creation of a two member Bathavon North ward consisting of all the parishes within the
current Bathavon North ward that lie to the north of the River Avon - i.e. all the current Bathavon
North parishes minus Bathampton and Claverton. However, the significant downside of this
proposal is that this new two-member Bathavon North Ward would contain a projected electorate
of 4233, some -11% of the electoral equality target for a two member ward, which does not
make for good electoral equality.

Therefore, whilst this ‘two ward’ option could represent a better option in terms of community
identity and convenient and effective governance, we felt it did not satisfy the Commission’s criteria
for electoral equality, thereby resulting in our proposed three member ward of Bathavon East.
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CITY OF BATH OVERVIEW
Overall map of Bath warding proposals

Bold blue lines indicate proposed new ward boundary. Pink lines indicate current ward boundary.

City of Bath Overview
The City of Bath has projected population of 65,794 out of total BANES population of 139,680. In
the context of 59 councillors, 28 seats within the Bath city boundaries gives an average voter per
seat of 99.3% of the BANES average, well within electoral tolerance, whilst maintaining the existing,
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distinct and well recognised city boundaries.
Bath City governance is unusual in that it has neither an sitting city council nor parish councils. It
has, in line with less than twenty current other areas, "Charter Trustees". Therefore, whilst Bath and
its communities have a particularly long and strong sense of historic identity, they have relatively few
formal delegated powers.
However, whilst Bath is un-parished and therefore has fewer constraints over where internal
boundaries should lie, the city does contain a number of distinct communities and our submission
has a strong preference for the maintenance, where practical, of existing ward boundaries and to
the two councillors per ward norm that has previously existed in Bath, thereby allowing for continuity
of governance. The key geographical boundaries within the City are the River Avon that flows through
the centre of the city and the historic city boundaries. In addition we have used main roads, railways
and community identities, including residents’ associations, to define ward boundaries where
changes are necessary.
For the purposes of explaining this analysis we have divided Bath into four sub-areas; South East,
South West, Northern and Central. There is no intention to use these regions as governance groups
etc, merely as a useful tool to explain the proposed changes without the structural clarity that would
be provided if Bath had parish boundaries. The four regions have been grouped together as areas
that share a common geography and similar challenges and opportunities, for example the unique
issues associated with living at the centre of a world heritage city in the Central Bath area. As
explained above, in most cases new wards are built from pre-existing wards. The ward maps
enclosed are intended to give detail to any changes to pre-existing wards. A map of the overall
proposed future wards is presented above to given city wide context.
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SOUTH EAST BATH
New ward proposals:
⇒ Bathwick - 2 Member ward (-9% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Combe Down - 2 Member ward (-3% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Lyncombe & Widcombe - 2 Member ward (+/- 0% of target electorate in
2023)
South East Bath Overview
The sub-area of the City defined for this analysis as ‘South East Bath’ is partially bordered by the
River Avon to the north and west and by the City boundary to the east and south. Currently, it
predominantly comprises four two councillor wards; Lyncombe, Widcombe, Combe Down and
Bathwick. A large part of the area is relatively thinly populated within a city context as it contains a
significant number of parkland and semi-rural areas. This means that wards have a relatively larger
geographical footprint when compared to the rest of Bath. Due to the increased size of electorate
per ward and the relatively small existing populations of some wards, a key part of our proposal for
this area is to reduce the number of sitting councillors. The most material change proposed is the
merger of the bulk of the existing Lyncombe and Widcombe wards into a single new “LyncombeWidcombe” ward.

Bathwick
Bathwick is substantially a residential area to the south and east of Bath. In addition to long-term
residents it contains a significant part of the campus and halls of residence of Bath University
centred at the boundaries of the city. The numbers of voters registered at the university (noted as
polling district BK2A) fell significantly prior to the 2015 elections due to the changes in voter
registration rules and currently stands at approximately 1100.
As a result, the current Bathwick ward has a forecast electorate of 3349, a significant deviation from
the target electorate for a two member ward of –29%.
Therefore, to improve electorate equality it is proposed to expand the footprint of Bathwick ward
by absorbing a polling district from the existing Walcot ward (the Bathwick Estate) and certain
roads from the current Widcombe ward that would sit naturally and comfortably within a
Bathwick ward.
Firstly it is proposed to absorb the current WA1 polling district from Walcot. This area, known as the
Bathwick Estate, is currently, and somewhat anomalously, included within Walcot, a ward largely
covering an area on the opposite side of the River Avon (see map). The Bathwick estate is a
residential area of a much more similar nature to neighbouring parts of Bathwick than city centre
Walcot. Furthermore, this change would mean that the boundary between Bathwick and Walcot
would then follow the River Avon, representing a natural strong boundary for these wards.
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In addition, to improve electoral equality further and ensure that Bathwick’s population is within the
+/-10% tolerance, it is proposed to absorb two smaller areas from the current Widcombe ward; the
Macaulay Buildings / Prospect Road area (which has its own residents association) as well as a
small area bounded by A36 Poultney Road joining other residences in the same area in Bathwick
ward (see map).
Together, these changes result in a two member ward with a population of 4304, -9% of the target
electorate. Whilst this is towards the lower end of the +/-10% tolerance allowed, it represents a
significant improvement in electoral equality against the current ward’s forecast, whilst retaining
Bathwick’s historic and distinct community identity. Furthermore, this deviation from target would
also allow for the significant fluctuations in the electorate of this ward that result from the presence
of the University accommodation, as evidenced by the significant increase in voter registrations seen
in this ward during the 2017 General Election (and not included within the forecast figures). We
propose that this ward retain the current name of “Bathwick”.

Detailed map of
proposed new
Bathwick boundary.
Bold blue line indicates
proposed new ward
boundary.
Pink line indicates current
ward boundary.
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Combe Down

The current Combe Down ward is comprised of the historic Combe Down village, the neighbouring
Foxhill area, the small community of Claverton Down, and now also the new Mulberry Park
community that is currently under construction on the former Foxhill MoD site. These communities
are all joined together by the A3062 North Road, and have been linked now for many years as part
of the same Council ward and so have built strong community ties over this time with common
community interests.
The area has a largely village-like atmosphere somewhat distant from the historic centre of Bath and
with its own distinct identity from neighbouring parts of the city. As Combe Down has a clear
identity and location, and is currently well within the +/- 10% tolerance for new ward sizes, it is
proposed that both electoral equality and community identity are best served by retaining the
current ward boundaries.
This results in an electorate of 4576, representing –3% of the target electorate. We propose to
retain the name Combe Down for this ward.

34 Warding arrangements for Bath & North East Somerset

SOUTH EAST BATH cont.
Lyncombe & Widcombe

Detailed map of amended ward boundary. Bold blue line indicates proposed new ward
boundary. Pink line indicates current ward boundary.
Due to the relatively dispersed nature of much of the current Widcombe and Lyncombe wards (with
properties, roads and communities broken by significant local features such as Beechen Cliff
woodland, Prior Park Gardens, and Entry Hill golf course), these areas represent somewhat of a
greater challenge in striking a perfect balance between both electoral equality and community
identity.
However, the current Widcombe ward has a forecast electorate of just 3609, representing a
significant deviation of –24% from the target electorate, beyond the degree of acceptable electoral
equality.
Therefore, in order to significantly improve electoral equality whilst maintaining the best
possible community ties, we propose to combine four of the six existing polling districts within
Lyncombe (LY01 and LY02) and Widcombe (WO1 and WO3) wards to form a new two member
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ward that we propose to name “Lyncombe & Widcombe”.
This would create a largely residential ward with good electoral equality, comprising communities
which have common suburban and semi-rural characteristics, joined together by Greenway Lane and
with ‘Lyncombe Vale’ at the heart of the new ward.
The current WO2 polling district, which is relatively remote from the core Widcombe “village” centre,
would be relocated to a reconfigured Westmoreland ward where we feel it would sit more logically in
terms of community identity.
The Bear Flat area (polling district LY3), which has its own residents association and distinct identity,
would be preserved as one community and transferred to the Westmoreland ward, where it has
common connections with the older parts of Oldfield Park. (Other small adjustments to the current
Widcombe are previously covered under Bathwick.)
This new two member ward would have an electorate of 4746, which is 100% (+/- 0%) of the
target electorate. We propose that this ward be named “Lyncombe & Widcombe”.
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New ward proposals:
⇒ Odd Down - 2 Member ward (+6% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Westmoreland - 2 Member ward (+4% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Oldfield - 2 Member ward (-5% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Southdown - 2 Member ward (-2% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Twerton - 2 Member ward (+6% of target electorate in 2023)
South West Bath overview
The South West of Bath is bordered to the south and west by the historic boundaries of Bath city and
to the north by the river Avon. Many of the areas are more densely populated than the south east of
Bath, with a significant proportion of homes rented to Bath’s large student population as well as
communities such as Twerton and Southdown which contain a significant proportion of social
housing. This part of the city also contains Bath’s largest regeneration area known as “Western
Riverside” as well as other significant developments on other former industrial sites.
Our proposal maintains the existing wards and adjusts them to improve electoral equality,
recognising that a number of the current wards are significantly undersized against the target
electorate of 2367 per councillor. Overall we believe the least disruptive approach is to carefully
enlarge the relatively established areas of Odd Down, Oldfield, Twerton and Southdown and
restructure the Westmoreland ward which contains the new Western Riverside community and so is
subject to large-scale and fairly radical redevelopment.

Odd Down
Odd Down is bordered to its south and west by largely rural areas outside the boundaries of Bath
city. It is a well established area that was previously a village later incorporated into Bath. It has
amongst other established community links a successful local football club with more than a century
of history.
The current Odd Down ward has a forecast electorate of 4129, –13% of target, and currently
contains a rather strange and anomalous ward boundary to its north western edge that cuts the
community living in and around Marsden Road in half between the Odd Down and Southdown
wards.
Therefore, to improve both electoral equality and community identity we propose a relatively minor
amendment to this ward boundary that would replace this rather artificial border cutting through a
residential area with one based on a clear main road, thereby improving the community identity of
this ward and reuniting the residents of Marsden Road into one ward.
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The changes we propose are shown in the map below and detailed in Appendix 4, with
Englishcombe Lane creating a strong natural new border for this ward. This results in a ward
with a projected electorate of 5022, +6% of target electorate, whilst at the same time creating
a far more natural and logical ward boundary and allowing for changes that improve the
electoral equality of nearby wards. We propose this ward retain the name of “Odd Down”.

Detailed map of proposed new Odd Down ward boundary:

Bold blue line indicates proposed new ward boundary. Pink line indicates current ward
boundary.
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Westmoreland

Detailed map of amended ward boundary. Bold blue line indicates proposed new ward
boundary. Pink line indicates current ward boundary.
The current Westmoreland ward is the only ward within Bath that has a projected population
significantly above that required for electoral equality, with a forecast electorate of 5580 (+18%).
This is largely due to Westmoreland being the site of Bath’s largest regeneration project - “Bath
Western Riverside” - which is largely focussed on converting former industrial sites into a significant
residential area. The nature of the northern redevelopment area as well as the challenges it faces
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are significantly different from the traditional areas to the south of Westmoreland ward that share
much of the established community identity of the surrounding wards of Twerton, Southdown and
Oldfield Park. All these neighbouring wards face shortfalls of electorate versus that which would be
required to give electoral equality.
Given the pre-existing dispersed nature of Westmoreland ward, and in order to deliver improved
electoral equality of both Westmoreland and surrounding wards whilst maintaining community
identities as far as possible, we therefore propose a rather more substantial change for
Westmoreland than we are proposing for other wards.
We propose that most of the southern and western parts of the ward (polling districts WM2, WM3
and the parts of WM1 south of the railway line) be split on carefully chosen borders between the
neighbouring wards. This is in order to minimise the community and boundary disruption as much
as is practical. The proposals for the southern areas of Westmoreland act as a catalyst for positive
and helpful changes to neighbouring wards that improve both community identity and electoral
equality (the details of which are dealt with under the respective heading for the neighbouring wards
of Twerton, Southdown and Oldfield Park).
To create the new Westmoreland ward we propose combining three connected areas south of
the River Avon to create a ward of the correct size to facilitate electoral equality. The resulting
new ward contains a forecast electorate of 4925, +4% of target, representing significantly
improved electoral equality.
These areas are the current northern end of Westmoreland which has a heavy concentration of
recently redeveloped and soon to be developed areas, the WO2 polling district of the current
Widcombe which is also borders the River Avon to the south and has some significant
redevelopment planned and underway, and the LY3 polling district area (Bear Flat) which is more
established and has a strong residents association.
We have kept the existing Westmoreland name for continuity and we note that the Westmoreland
name actually appears to originate from an area in the Widcombe WO2 part of this proposal.
However we recognise that, as is already the case with the existing ward, this name may not be the
most easily understood by residents of all parts of the ward.

40 Warding arrangements for Bath & North East Somerset

SOUTH WEST BATH cont.
Oldfield
Oldfield Park itself has a clear community identity, predominantly comprising of families and
university students and focussed around the Moorland Road shopping area. However, the current
Oldfield ward is geographically unique within Bath in that its borders are neither shared with the
external Bath city boundary nor the river Avon.
The current Oldfield ward has a significant shortfall in voter numbers, with a forecast electorate of
3612 (-24%) and so needs significant boundary changes to deliver acceptable electoral equality.
Given the lack of hard geographical features or barriers, and the need to grow this ward significantly
to deliver improved electoral equality, the changes we propose aim to minimise disruption to existing
ward boundaries and communities and use existing and disused railway routes as natural
community barriers.
We therefore propose the extension of this ward to the north-west into what is currently part of the
WM1 polling district of Westmoreland ward (details shown in the map and spreadsheet included as
an appendix). This proposed change adopts part of the existing WM1 boundary to the west, which
follows the path of a disused rail track, and the main London to Bristol GWR rail route to the north
which currently bisects WM1. By using these rail routes these proposals offer a modest
improvement in community identity and a significant improvement in electoral equality.
The resultant revised “Oldfield” ward has a forecast electorate of 4517, -5% of target.

Detailed map of
proposed Oldfield
boundary.
Bold blue line
indicates proposed
new ward boundary.
Pink line indicates
current ward
boundary.
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Twerton
Twerton is a residential suburb with a relatively high density of housing, including a significant
proportion of former and current social housing, with several small local shopping areas. The
projected population of the current Twerton ward is 3840, a significant deviation of -19% of target.
There is a strong sense of identity within the Twerton community which we feel is important to
protect as far as possible. Furthermore the current ward is bordered to the north by the River Avon
and to the west, and partially to the south, by the Bath city boundaries. As these are strong
boundaries, the options available to achieve perfect electoral equality are more limited.
Therefore, in order to maintain and protect the existing strong community within Twerton whilst
improving electoral equality, we propose to extend Twerton’s River Avon boundary eastward
absorbing part of the current Westmoreland ward. These areas have good existing community
connections, and so these changes allow for improved electoral equality whilst ensuring minimal
disruption to existing community ties.
The resultant ward would have a forecast electorate of 4998, +6% of target. We propose to retain
the name “Twerton” for this ward.

Detailed map
of amended
ward boundary.

Bold blue line
indicates
proposed new
ward boundary.
Pink line
indicates
current ward
boundary.
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Southdown
The current Southdown ward is largely suburban in nature but with a greater mix of housing types
than some neighbouring wards. The current Southdown ward has a forecast electorate of 4032, 15% of target.
Our aim in proposing a revised Southdown ward has been to create as little community disruption as
possible whilst creating the conditions for electoral equality in the absence of many strong natural
boundaries.
Our proposed new Southdown ward retains the bulk of the existing area with the exception of
clarifying the southeastern boundary as previously described under “Odd Down”.
Southdown’s northwestern border would continue to be with Twerton and its north-eastern border
would become the disused rail track as described under the "Oldfield" section .
The resultant ward has an electorate of 4620, -2% of target, giving significantly improved electoral
equality. We propose to retain the name Southdown.

Detailed map of
amended ward
boundary.

Bold blue line
indicates proposed
new ward boundary.
Pink line indicates
current ward
boundary.
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New ward proposals:
⇒ Newbridge - 2 Member ward (-2% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Weston - 2 Member ward (+2% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Lansdown - 2 Member ward (-1% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Lambridge - 2 Member ward (-1% of target electorate in 2023)
Newbridge
The current Newbridge ward has a strong geographical presence being bordered on its south by the
River Avon and to the West by the Bath city boundary.
Whilst Newbridge has a more suburban feel than other nearby wards, as with Weston it has a
distinct character and community. Whilst the ward is somewhat separated between north and south
by the A4 Newbridge Road, residents share common facilities and amenities, in particular the shops
and cafes of Chelsea Road - which is currently the eastern ward boundary with Kingsmead.

Detailed map of
amended ward
boundary.

Bold blue line
indicates proposed
new ward boundary.
Pink line indicates
current ward
boundary.
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The current Newbridge ward has a projected electorate of 4390, -7% of target. Therefore, to
improve electoral equality whilst protecting the existing community identity we therefore propose to
maintain the majority of the ward whilst extending its boundaries slightly to the east, bringing in
roads which would sit more naturally alongside their neighbours within the Newbridge ward (see
map). As explained below in “Weston”, these changes form part of small adjustments to rationalise
these mutual ward boundaries to ensure community and geographic coherence.
The resultant ward would have an electorate of 4623, -2% of target and an improvement in electoral
equality. We propose to retain the name of “Newbridge” for this ward.

Weston
Weston ward is centred on the historic Weston village. Whilst Weston has now been integrated into
Bath - and shares the city boundary to its north – the area retains a strong and distinct village
identity, centred around a popular High Street that contains a supermarket, chemist, Post Office,
café and other shops and amenities.
However, the ward has a current projected electorate of 4124, -13% of target.

Detailed map
of amended
ward boundary.

Bold blue line
indicates
proposed new
ward boundary.
Pink line
indicates
current ward
boundary.
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Therefore, to improve electoral equality whilst maintaining the strong community identity of the
Weston area, we propose to maintain the majority of the existing ward and increase its size by
absorbing streets within the neighbouring community of Lower Weston, which is both similar in
character to neighbouring parts of Weston and which - as illustrated by its name - has good existing
ties with the Weston community and Weston High Street.
By also absorbing small parts of the current Newbridge and Kingsmead wards, this both delivers
very good electoral equality and maintains community identity by ensuring strong geographic
coherence of the ward.
The resultant new ward has a projected electorate of 4813, +2% of target, and we propose to retain
the name of “Weston”.

Lansdown
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Lansdown is a predominantly residential ward with a large number of historic properties and a
strong historic sense of heritage and community.
Despite significant new housing development underway and planned at the northern edge of the
ward at the former Ensleigh MoD site, the ward will remain significantly undersized on current
boundaries with a projected electorate -22% of target.
To improve electoral equality whilst maintaining the strong historic identity of Lansdown, we propose
to extend the borders of the Lansdown ward south to include similar historic residential areas
currently in the Kingsmead and Abbey wards. These contain the historically important residential
streets of The Circus and The Royal Crescent, which are adjacent to the current Lansdown ward and
would sit well within the Lansdown community. Indeed many residents of these areas would already
consider themselves to be within the Lansdown community.
In order to achieve the best possible electoral equality, we propose that a small area with closer
links to the Walcot community but which is currently in Lansdown’s southeastern edge be
transferred to Walcot ward. This completes the rebalancing whilst improving the community identity
of both Lansdown and Walcot by unifying the Camden community within one ward.
The revised Lansdown ward would contain an electorate of 4700, -1% of target. We propose to
retain the name “Lansdown”.

Lambridge
Lambridge is a largely residential ward to the north of Bath centred around the vibrant Larkhall
“village” area that includes shops, café, pubs and community hall. It also contains Alice Park, which
includes a park, children’s play area and tennis courts, and serves as a popular local amenity for
residents of the surrounding area.
Whilst the ward has a clear and coherent community identity, under current boundaries it lacks the
voter numbers to meet acceptable electoral equality, with a projected electorate of 4171, -12% of
target numbers.
To deliver better electoral equality we therefore proposed to move the Ringwell Gardens area from
the current “City Centre” Walcot ward into Lambridge. Due to their close proximity, there are good
existing community links between the Ringwell Gardens area and Larkhall, with these residents
much closer to amenities of Larkhall than the city centre.
This relatively straightforward change to the boundaries would also mean that other areas of
Lambridge and its boundaries can remain unchanged, allowing for maximum continuity of
representation and community identity.
The revised ward would contain an electorate of 4686, -1% of target. We propose to retain the name
of “Lambridge”. Map overleaf.
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Detailed map of amended Lambridge ward boundary.

Bold blue line indicates proposed new ward boundary. Pink line indicates current ward
boundary.

48 Warding arrangements for Bath & North East Somerset

CENTRAL BATH
New ward proposals:
⇒ Walcot - 2 Member ward (-4% of target electorate in 2023)
⇒ Abbey & Kingsmead - 2 Member ward (+/- 0% of target electorate in
2023)
Central Wards Overview
This ‘central area’ as defined in the analysis consists of the three existing wards of Walcot, Abbey
and Kingsmead that cover the historic centre of Bath. Much of the central zone contains less clearly
defined community identities than many other areas of Bath, often combining wide ranges of
residential, leisure and tourism and commercial properties.
We therefore proposed to take the opportunity provided by the boundary review to clarify their
identities, improving community ties where possible, and adjust their sizes to improve electoral
equality. Given the disparate nature of some of the areas included in these wards it is relatively
easy to reassign areas without disrupting communities. Overall we recommend that a number of
traditional residential areas are better suited within the northern wards (as set out previously) and
that the remaining areas have a better identity (and electoral equality) as two city centre wards ,
“Abbey & Kingsmead” and “Walcot”.

Walcot
The Walcot area of Bath contains a vibrant community on the edge of the city centre. Walcot itself is
a clear community focussed around the shops and amenities of the London Road. However the
character of the current Walcot Ward has been diluted by borders that have led to it including a
wider variety of relatively unconnected areas on both sides of the River Avon, together with the
rather anomalous exclusion of Walcot Street from the current Walcot Ward. Furthermore the current
Walcot ward has a forecast electorate of 4282, -10% of target.
Therefore, we propose to redraw Walcot’s boundaries to give it a clearer community identity,
creating a ward wholly to the north of the River Avon that includes the London Road, Milsom Street
and Walcot Street, with their artisanal shops, restaurants and shopping areas. These changes also
bring the ward within the targeted electoral range.
The specific changes are as follows:
1. Remove the WA3 polling district known as the Bathwick Estate which is south of the river Avon
and is a clearer fit with Bathwick.
2. Remove “Ringwell Gardens” area which is a clearer fit with Lambridge.
3. Add Walcot Street and Milsom Street areas from the current Abbey ward, which have strong and
clear ties with the current Walcot shops and amenities, and which thereby link these residential,
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artisanal, restaurant and shopping areas with the London Road.
4. Add the largely residential areas from lower Lansdown that have much clearer community and
geographic links to Walcot than Lansdown and are bounded by the major routes of Lansdown Road
and Camden Road.
We feel these changes will significantly improve the community identity of the ward with far more
coherent and logical ward boundaries, whilst at the same time delivering good electoral equality.
The resultant new ward contains an electorate of 4535, -4% of target. We propose to maintain the
name of Walcot.

Detailed map of
amended ward
boundary.

Bold blue line
indicates
proposed new
ward boundary.
Pink line
indicates current
ward boundary.
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Abbey & Kingsmead
Our proposed new ward for the main central area of the city consists predominantly of the most citycentre focussed parts of the current Abbey and Kingsmead wards.
Furthermore, the current Kingsmead and Abbey wards are both smaller than the target electorate by
quite a degree: Abbey has a forecast electorate of 3949 (-17%), whilst Kingsmead has a forecast
electorate of 4266 (-10%).
Therefore, our proposed new central Bath ward aims to significantly improve electoral equality whilst
maintaining the best possible community ties between these city-centre communities.
As with most city centres, there is no clearly defined or obvious boundary between the current Abbey
and Kingsmead wards, and residents of this central area share many common interests and
concerns, as well as city facilities, amenities, shops, cafes, and leisure etc.
Recognising this lack of clear boundary between Abbey and Kingsmead and their commonality as
city centre communities, our new ward proposal would therefore combine much of these two wards -thereby containing a mix of smaller communities that together comprise the city centre. In
particular, residents here share issues arising from their residence in central Bath with all the
unique challenges that being resident at the core of a heritage city brings. Furthermore, these
current two wards are connected through numerous roads (both main through-routes as well as
smaller roads).
We feel it therefore makes clear sense to join these city centre communities into one central ward.
The majority of this newly proposed ward lies to the north of the River Avon, with the River itself
forming a natural border along the south side of the ward. Unlike other wards we have proposed,
however, the river does pass through the eastern side of this ward. However, due to the historic
ties between the communities around Laura Place and the City Centre, we feel in this instance this
situation is both reasonable and desirable. In particular the presence of the historic Pulteney Bridge,
as well as North Parade, provides a strong link between these parts of the city. It is also the situation
as it stands today in the current Abbey ward, so would represent no change to the current
arrangement for these residents. Additionally, including areas from both sides of the river in this
exceptional instance helps deliver electoral equality.
The proposed new ward boundary is shown in the map overleaf, and the roads included are
contained within the spreadsheet contained in Appendix 4 to our submission which sets out all
the street level changes proposed within Bath.
The resultant ward would have an electorate of 4726, 100% (+/- 0%) of the target electorate.
The naming of city centre wards such as this always presents a challenge. For ease of
understanding in this document we have named this ward “Abbey & Kingsmead”, however a
reasonable alternative name that might be more easily understood by residents could simply be
“Central” Ward.
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Detailed map of proposed Abbey &
Kingsmead ward boundary.

Bold blue line indicates proposed new ward boundary. Pink line indicates current ward
boundary.
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ANNEX A - Table of current wards
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ANNEX B - Table of new ward proposals
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