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Section One: Introduction
This report sets out Croydon Council’s recommended warding pattern, which was
approved by the General Purposes and Audit Committee on 29 November 2016.
Electoral review
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) initiates an
electoral review where there is an electoral imbalance resulting in a 30% of wards
deviating from the average ratio of electors by more than 10% and/or one of more
wards deviating from the average ratio of electors by more than 30% and where this
imbalance is unlikely to be corrected by foreseeable changes to the electorate within
a reasonable period.
Due to Croydon’s significant population growth, and the concentration of growth
within specific areas of the borough, Croydon has requested an electoral review. As
shown below, Croydon currently has five wards with an electoral imbalance greater
than 10% from the average ratio. In the next six years this is projected to increase to
seven wards, with three in excess of a 20% variance, and one ward (Fairfield) in
excess of a 60% variance.
2016
electorate
Addiscombe
Ashburton
Bensham Manor
Broad Green
Coulsdon East
Coulsdon West
Croham
Fairfield
Fieldway
Heathfield
Kenley
New Addington
Norbury
Purley
Sanderstead
Selhurst
Selsdon and Ballards
Shirley
South Norwood
Thornton Heath
Upper Norwood
Waddon
West Thornton
Woodside
Total

12,000
11,022
11,141
13,052
9,667
10,753
11,472
12,891
7,353
10,174
11,263
7,393
11,674
11,188
10,116
12,198
9,512
11,060
12,020
11,238
11,684
12,032
11,688
11,535
264,126

2016
electoral
variance
6.01%
-2.63%
-1.58%
15.30%
-14.60%
-5.01%
1.35%
13.88%
-2.56%
-10.12%
-0.50%
-2.03%
3.13%
-1.16%
-10.63%
7.76%
-15.97%
-2.29%
6.19%
-0.72%
3.22%
6.29%
3.25%
1.90%

2022
projected
electorate
13,848
11,399
11,545
14,070
9,983
12,332
11,929
18,251
7,563
10,412
11,634
7,612
12,071
11,882
10,369
12,956
9,721
11,430
12,558
11,635
12,258
12,424
12,188
11,874
281,944

2022
projected
electoral
variance
22.34%
0.70%
1.99%
24.30%
-11.81%
8.94%
5.38%
61.23%
0.22%
-8.02%
2.78%
0.87%
6.64%
4.97%
-8.40%
14.46%
-14.12%
0.97%
10.94%
2.79%
8.29%
9.76%
7.67%
4.90%
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Summary of Council sizing
The council is currently comprised of 70 councillors across 24 wards. There is a
uniform pattern of three-member wards across the borough and this is consistent
with most London borough councils. The only exception in Croydon are two wards
with two members serving the communities of New Addington and Fieldway.
Croydon welcomes the outcome of the first stage of the Boundary Commission
review, which specifically looked at the forecast electorate to 2022. The LGBCE has
announced that it is minded to recommend that 70 councillors be elected for
Croydon in the future.
The Council has projected that by 2022, the Council’s electorate will increase from
264,126 in 2016 to 281,944. A Council size of 70 equates to an electoral ratio of
3,773 electors for each councillor in 2016, which is projected to increase to 4,028 by
2022.
This submission sets out proposals for warding arrangements based on the
Commission’s proposed council size of 70 elected members.
Warding review
Croydon has used this opportunity to recommend a pattern of electoral wards,
underpinned by the three statutory criteria set by the LGBCE which prescribe that
the pattern of wards should:


deliver electoral equality where each borough councillor represents roughly
the same number of electors as others across the borough;



as far as possible, reflect the interests and identities of local communities;



provide for effective and convenient local government.

The last boundary review was carried out in 1999 ahead of the 2002 local
government elections. The Commission’s final recommendations for future electoral
arrangements were that Croydon should continue to be served by 70 councillors.
This was designed to ensure that the number of electors represented by each
councillor was, as far as possible, the same with the number of electors per
councillor not varying by more than 10 per cent from the borough average. The final
recommendations also set out that the number of wards should be reduced from 27
to the current 24 wards, with boundaries in all but two wards (Bensham Manor and
West Thornton) to be modified.
At that time, there was a move towards Council elections by thirds, requiring a shift
towards three-member wards wherever feasible. This resulted in boundaries which
served electoral equality, but did not always best reflect the communities that local
people recognise. As with all London boroughs, Croydon Council has retained a
whole Council electoral structure whereby all Council seats are contested at local
elections every four years. Accordingly, retention of a three-seat ward pattern is no
longer a key consideration in terms of the most appropriate warding pattern for the
borough.
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The Council has been minded to follow the LGBCE technical guidance which states
that “wards or divisions returning more than three councillors results in a dilution of
accountability to the electorate and we will not normally recommend a number above
that figure.” Moving forward, the council is therefore proposing a warding pattern
which combines two and three-member wards.
Single-member wards are not preferred given the lack of resilience if a ward member
is unavailable and the potential for workload imbalance. Conversely, a multi-member
ward approach provides the opportunity for councillors to act strategically, passing
on casework where another councillor may have more relevant experience or to
manage conflicts of interest.
Although a single member ward approach could provide one advocate for each
neighbourhood in other areas, the Council is of the view that Croydon is
predominantly formed of larger communities with a significant electorate size, such
as South Norwood and Thornton Heath. Given population density and the
geographic concentration of communities within the borough, the Council is of the
view that there are no circumstances which warrant a single-member ward within
Croydon. The Council has therefore adopted an approach to ensure coherent
communities, which, rather than suiting a one member approach, requires dividing
communities in logical places to ensure electoral equality and compliance with the
guidance that wards should return no more than three councillors.
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Issues of inequality
With such diversity, it is essential to recognise the variation within the borough, with
densely urban areas to the north, leafy affluent areas to the south and a
concentration of development in the centre. The challenge for Croydon is to ensure
that individuals and communities are not left out and that although major
development happening in the centre of the borough, it should not be to the
detriment of other areas of the borough.
Croydon formed the Opportunity and Fairness Commission (OFC) in 2015, with the
aim of truly understanding the issues and challenges in the borough, focusing on
inequality and creating access to opportunity for all. The OFC final report outlines
recommendations across six key themes to help tackle issues such as families
struggling to make ends meet, social isolation, anti-social behaviour and poor
housing.
The OFC recognises the unfulfilled potential in Croydon and that it can and must do
better. It concludes that it can only do this if residents, local business, and the
voluntary and public sector develop a common understanding of the challenges,
develop a shared a vision for the future, and agree a route map to unlock the
potential of all its residents, particularly the most disadvantaged. The OFC is set to
reconvene early next year to review progress (http://www.opportunitycroydon.org/).
The Commission and the many people engaged in the work shared a collective
belief for a Croydon where everyone, regardless of background, can get on in life
and be supported through tough times. The scale of the task is immense. As the
2015 Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) confirm, the map of the poverty in
Croydon looks remarkably similar to that of 30 years ago, with the north of the
borough much more deprived than the south and areas like Broad Green and
Selhurst containing some of the poorest neighbourhoods in the country.
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The north of the borough has significantly greater deprivation than the south, with the
exception of the areas of Fieldway and New Addington in the south east. The IMD
2015 data showed Fieldway was the most deprived ward in Croydon. Croydon has
pockets of neighbourhoods, across all the deprivation domains, where deprivation is
relatively high with neighbourhoods or Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in the top
10% most deprived LSOAs in the country. Changes in ranking of LSOAs from 2010
to 2015 are shown below.
Figure 2 - Changes in Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010-15

The inequality within Croydon is clearly geographically delineated, resulting in
communities with higher levels of deprivation concentrated particularly in the north
and to the south east. Although the relative levels of deprivation do not define
communities, they are often reflective of shared local concerns, interests and
priorities. It can also impact on the nature of the local issues that ward councillors
advocate for and the casework that they undertake for residents. In order to
maximise the efficacy and convenience of local government, it is important that ward
boundaries reflect the diversity of the communities within Croydon and the different
local issues that matter to residents.
Croydon’s Challenges and Priorities
The council’s priorities reflect the borough’s ambitions and the challenges it faces.
Over the next three years, progress towards Croydon’s long-term vision will be
9

shaped by the objectives set out in the Council’s ‘Ambitious for Croydon’ strategic
framework. This aims ‘to achieve a stronger, fairer borough where no community is
held back’. To do this, the Council has identified three corporate priorities:




Growth - creating growth in our economy;
Independence - helping residents to be as independent as possible;
Liveability - creating a welcoming, pleasant place in which local people want
to live.

The Government has reduced grant funding for local authorities over recent years
and In common with many other authorities Croydon has experienced an
unprecedented 43.5% cumulative reduction in government funding up to 2015/16 in
cash terms. This equates to 54% in real terms.
The help and support of people and other organisations in the borough will be critical
in managing these changes and delivering the Ambitious for Croydon agenda.
Croydon has an active local and business community and a thriving third sector and
councillors play a crucial role, both in making the difficult decisions that will continue
to be required to meet savings targets, and in bringing together residents and groups
to work together to improve the borough and the lives of all residents.
This financial context means that the Council is now working much more as a lead
co-ordinator and partner (be it with other public sector organisations, private sector,
third sector and/or local communities), all of which adds to the important community
role of councillors. It is therefore essential that the new warding boundaries better
reflect recognised communities within Croydon so that ward councillors are best able
to represent the interests, priorities and concerns of the areas they serve.
Growth and development
Croydon is in the midst of major change with the potential to re-create itself as a
vibrant, inclusive and modern European city, securing its position as the economic
powerhouse of the region, and connecting London’s Central Activity Zone with the
South East of England. The signs of investment in the borough are plain to see from
the new residential towers of Saffron and Ruskin Squares, to the plans for the
Taberner House site and the new Cultural Quarter. Driving this renewed interest is
the decision by Westfield/Hammerson to create one of Europe’s largest shopping
and retail destinations through the redevelopment of the Whitgift Shopping Centre
which will provide 5,000 new jobs and up to 600 new homes.
Croydon’s Growth Plan sets out the Council’s ambitions for the borough. It
comprises of the guiding principles for growth, an outline of key strategic sites, an
investment vehicle to finance planned growth and a five-year delivery plan to ensure
activity is planned and co-ordinated to minimise any adverse effects of development
for residents and businesses. In particular the Council is committed to accelerating
home building to achieve 9,500 starts in 5 years (from 2013 to 2018) and building
more affordable homes. Croydon’s Growth Zone proposals will support delivery of
its £5.25bn regeneration programme, creating thousands of new jobs and homes for
local people.
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In all of these areas, the Council is taking a very active and expanding role, be it in
terms of delivery, partnership or proactive co-ordination. As a result, there will be a
need to reshape the ward boundaries to reflect the new and emerging communities,
for example in the town centre, as well as ensuring an appropriate warding pattern
which reflects established communities with common interests in the north and south
of the borough.
Devolution to communities
Croydon’s OFC recognised that continued emphasis needs to be placed on
engagement with neighbourhoods, identifying community ‘assets’ and enabling local
innovation, energy and commitment to come forward and contribute to improving the
places we live. Ward councillors play a signifincat role in linking together
organisations and resources that have not always worked together in the past,
particularly at a very local neighbourhood level.
Through our work with Croydon’s local communities and our understanding of best
practice, the Council acknowledges that local implementation needs to be informed
by what is important to local residents and stakeholders. Without the opportunity for
local communities to help shape and ‘buy into’ projects and services on the ground,
the probability of success for those interventions are significantly lower and this is
where ward councillors play a pivotal role to ensure that the local communities that
they represent are fully involved in the process. As a result, in the same way that
outcomes were significantly improved by shaping services around individuals and
families in the Council’s gateway and welfare model, the Council is currently
developing a similar approach to communities.
The Council is establishing three pilots in South Norwood, Purley and New
Addington, to further enhance opportunities to enable local community engagement
and involvement1. This approach will increase Members’ representational role
through greater engagement and working more closely with local communities and
other third sector organisations to meet local needs in different and more innovative
ways, increasing resilience and capacity for communities to do more for themselves.
This will provide a powerful community voice in the strategic development of the area
and a point of co-ordination for local groups and initiatives that local councillors will
need to facilitate and nurture.
An example of the Council’s proposals is Community Connect which extends the
approach to tackling the impact of welfare reform into the community. The pilot
project will be delivered by a local community organisation - The Family Centre in
New Addington – which works with a wide range of statutory, community, voluntary
and faith sector organisations in the area. The service provides an on-site crèche,
and delivers job coaching, CV writing and other activities to improve access to
employment. The service will also focus on preventing homelessness, income
maximization, tackling social isolation and providing early access to adult service
and children services. Going forward, Community Connect will also build on the
existing community connections, raise local awareness of the voluntary sector ‘offer’
Further details on the Council’s community devolution plans are available in the November 2016 Cabinet report:
https://secure.croydon.gov.uk/akscroydon/users/public/admin/kabatt.pl?cmte=CAB&meet=52&href=/akscroydon/i
mages/att8110.pdf
1
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and will hold six partnership meetings a year to engage the community and voluntary
sector and help develop the programme further.
Plans for further local devolution will also build on existing arrangements for
Community Ward Budgets. The Council introduced these budgets, at a level of
£6,000 per ward in 2015/16 and has increased these to £12,000 per ward in 2016/17
with plans for further increases year on year. These budgets are used for individual
councillors to spend on local projects and improvements.
Looking ahead
Croydon’s population growth is set to continue. The council believes that the GLA’s
trend based population growth forecast represents the most reliable measure for this
purpose as it is not constrained by development growth. The ward forecasts are
constrained by the overall population forecast for the borough, and planned housing
development (those schemes which have permission and/or are likely to proceed to
completion) has been used to distribute increases in population more accurately
across existing polling districts. It is anticipated that there will be approximately 7,000
new homes yielding an average of 2 people per unit, representing an additional
13,000 electors by 2022 from new development.
The focus of the councillors’ representational role is changing as members and
communities are motivated and supported to take up the opportunities outlined in the
Localism Act and other local and national initiatives aimed at promoting further
devolution and partnership working. Through devolution, councillors will be able to
take a higher profile as advocates and leaders in their wards, and provide greater
influence over the services and facilities available – and to prioritise provision in
accordance with the council’s overall interests. Opportunities from localism could
transform the relationship between central government, local government,
communities and individuals, with local councillors uniquely placed to understand the
needs of their local community and to take a more joined-up approach to meeting
them.
In undertaking this warding review, the Council has prioritised the development of
ward boundaries which genuinely reflect local community identities within the
borough. The Council is of the view that its approach applies the three criteria set by
the LGBCE in the most appropriate way for Croydon given the context and priorities
for the borough. Further details of the Council’s methodology are set out in Section
3 of this report.
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Section Three: Principles and Methodology
In shaping its warding proposals, the Council has been minded to recommend wards
of two and three members in line with the natural and well-established communities
within the borough. It is felt that a mix of two and three seat wards provides an
opportunity to deliver the right balance of electoral equality, ensures that the pattern
of wards reflect the interests and identities of local communities, and enables
effective and convenient local government which is of particular importance in
Croydon given local plans for community devolution.
When gathering and considering information, the Council has had regard to the
LGBCE’s three statutory criteria detailed in section one and the publicly available
technical guidance. Throughout the recommended warding pattern the Council has
sought to adopt easily identifiable community boundaries so that, as far as possible,
the proposed wards represent places that local people would recognise.
The Council has approached the review with the intention of retaining existing polling
district boundaries where possible. However, given the need to balance the three
statutory criteria, the Council’s warding proposals have required the division of some
polling districts. As a result, the Council has used its projections for the future
electorate to polling district level and has applied growth projections to street level
data, which it has made available on its website for other interested parties to use.
The detailed methodology, growth projections and validation to street level is
provided in Appendix 1.
Through this approach, the Council has sought to develop a warding pattern which
will enable councillors to work effectively with local communities and which will
support the Council’s plans for community devolution. Throughout, the Council has
been mindful of electoral equality, seeking to ensure that no ward has a projected
electoral imbalance in excess of 7.5% from the average ratio. This will minimise the
impact of any variation in projected growth within particular areas and acts to
maintain electoral equality across the borough
In determining the appropriate warding pattern, the Council has explored how three
interdependent models for describing the borough and its communities can inform its
proposals:




Croydon’s Sixteen Places
Impact of the built and natural environment
Community organisations

In combination, these models encapsulate the LGBCE’s second criteria of
community identity and interest, whilst also supporting the third criteria in
demonstrating effective and convenient local government. Review against these
three models has enabled the Council to consider a range of markers which identify
the communities within Croydon and the Council has been minded to reflect these in
its warding proposals. These include community facilities, major roads, rail and tram
infrastructure, green spaces, town and district centres, residents associations and
community groups.
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Norwood has effectively been carved out into the South Norwood ward. Towards the
east, the northern part of Shirley and the eastern part of Addiscombe have been
combined into an Asburton ward. Towards the south of the borough a significant
part of the Purley place currently falls into the Coulsdon West and Coulsdon East
wards, in particular around the town centre, which acts to divide a key community
focal point.
The below map shows the 16 places overlaid against the Council’s proposed new
warding pattern.
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These places are distinct and have strong community identities and the current
warding pattern acts to separate places where there is a shared identity and
convergent community concerns and priorities. In developing its proposals, the
Council has considered how it can better reflect the 16 places within a new warding
pattern. The Council’s detailed warding proposals, set out in Section Four of this
report, are structured according to its 16 places and demonstrate how the new ward
boundaries are more sensitive to these recognised communities.
Impact of the built and natural environment
The below map demonstrates how the multiple railways, tram links, and major roads
combine with the large green spaces to inform the communities in Croydon.
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There is great diversity between the north and south of Croydon. The north is
comprised of densely populated areas with mainly smaller and older residential
accommodation, and the south contains more recent, larger properties based on
district centres, interspersed with areas of Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land.
The main lines of transport run north/south, including the London to Brighton road
and railway, although there are several east to west routes, including the Tramlink
services which connect New Addington and Fieldway with Central Croydon, and to
other major transport links.
Road network
There are some instances where natural boundaries created by infrastructure, such
as the road, have not been used to create wards within the current pattern where
such a boundary would be appropriate. For example, in the below map, it is possible
to see that the Wickham Road creates a natural north / south boundary towards the
east of the borough between the Monks Orchard and Shirley communities. With the
current warding pattern, this is only partially used as a boundary.

Current ward boundaries

Proposed ward boundaries

It is also evident that the Brighton Road is seen as a boundary under the existing
warding pattern, distinguishing the current Waddon, Fairfield and Croham wards.
However, in reality, the Brighton Road acts as an important community focal point
and corridor through South Croydon, around which communities with common
interests reside. Brighton Road is at the heart of the South Croydon Community
Association’s catchment area demonstrating that it is a focal point for the community
rather than a barrier.
Within the current warding pattern, Roman Way is used to define the boundary
between Fairfield, containing the Town Centre and Old Town to the east of the ward,
and Waddon. However, the Old Town has a strong residential character more
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closely aligned with Waddon than with the high rise accommodation within the ‘new’
town.
The areas became artificially separated by the Roman Way after its construction in
the 1960s, but have a close historical connection. Consultation and engagement
undertaken during masterplanning for the area has consistently demonstrated strong
local feeling that the two halves of Old Town should be reunited and linked with
Waddon. The Council is delivering a number of public realm schemes intended to
make the Roman Way even more permeable and to fully reconnect the two halves of
Old Town and Waddon. For this reason, the Council considers that the length of the
retail core, broadly defined by North End and the High Street, acts as a more distinct
boundary between communities than Roman Way.
Rail and tram infrastructure
In addition to the road network, the borough’s rail infrastructure also acts to create
natural boundaries between communities. Towards Selhurst station, the rail track
intersects with Whitehorse Road which creates a natural boundary between South
Norwood and North Croydon requiring that the current SE1 polling district is divided.
Holmesdale Road, Ely Road and Wisbeach Road are disconnected from others in
the SE1 polling district due to this barrier, and residents are more likely to have
shared community interests with those to the south.
Rail lines also have a significant impact in South Norwood, where the SN4 polling
district currently includes a small number of roads to the east of the rail line (Manor
Road, Lestock Road and Sunnycroft Road). Residents of these roads are more
naturally connected to neighbours in the SN6 polling district rather than those across
the rail lines. Under the Council’s proposed warding pattern, the Council has
considered the geography of the South Norwood community. Accordingly, this rail
line marks the boundary between the two proposed wards within the South Norwood
place and the current SN4 polling district has been divided along this border.
The borough’s tram network is a unique feature of the area and tram lines to the east
of Croydon clearly delineate Addiscombe from Woodside and South Norwood. This
is a feature of the current warding pattern and the Council proposes to retain these
boundaries.
As outlined in section two, Croydon is experiencing significant growth. However, this
is not evenly dispersed across the borough, with the majority of the growth projected
in the town centre. This area has a concentration of major regeneration projects,
accounting for approximately 1/3 of the borough's projected growth to 2036 with at
least 10,500 homes.
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Residential growth
As shown in the map to the left, it
is evident that significant growth
is clearly contained within the
core of the town centre, as
defined by the FA1 and FA2
polling districts. The electorate
within this area is projected to
have grown by 130%, increasing
from 3,670 in 2016 to 8,447 by
2022. The residential growth
primarily consists of high rise
apartments, which will further
develop the ‘new’ town centre
community as distinct from
neighbouring areas which are
predominantly defined by low rise
Victorian and Edwardian terraced
houses.

Cane Hill is another major growth area
in Croydon, contained within the CW5
polling district area in the south of the
borough. The electorate in this area is
projected to nearly double in the next
six years, increasing by 1,173 from
1,205 in 2016 to 2,378 in 2022. As a
result, it has a significant impact on the
warding proposals for the Coulsdon
place and surrounding areas given that
the need to reflect community identity
must be factored alongside the
requirement to ensure electoral equality
amidst a significant increase in the
electorate.
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Industrial areas
Another key feature of the built environment which has impacted upon the Council’s
warding proposals is the designation of industrial areas, as shown in the below map.
Industrial areas inform the natural boundaries between places and communities, and
these have been replicated in the Council’s warding proposals. For example, the
industrial area to the north of the Purley Way creates a clear boundary between
West Croydon and Waddon and Old Town. Similarly, the industrial area to the south
west of the Purley Way also acts to create a boundary with the Waddon place and
Purley place.
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Green spaces
Alongside the transport infrastructure, there are also a number of areas within
Croydon which demonstrate how the natural environment and geography of the
borough has shaped and defined communities. Green space to the east of the
borough provides a clear delineation between Addiscombe and Monks Orchard with
the green corridor of Long Lane Wood, Ashburton Playing Fields, the allotments on
Primrose Lane and Glenthone Avenue, and Stroud Green Well.

Towards the centre of the
borough Lloyd Park, Shirley
Park Gold Course, Addington
Hills, Heathfield and Coombe
Wood converge to form a
natural uninhabited boundary
between the west and east of
Croydon.
In the south of the borough,
Coulsdon Manor and Golf
Course and Betts Mead
Recreation Ground create a
green corridor to Kenley
Aerodrome, forming a natural
boundary within the place of
Kenley and Old Coulsdon. This
is also evident to the west,
where Farthing Down forms a
boundary between the places of
Coulsdon, and Kenley and Old
Coulsdon.

These large areas of metropolitan green belt and open land provide a clear
delineation between Croydon’s places and have therefore been adopted as
boundaries for warding purposes. Given that these green spaces cover large areas
within the south of the borough, they not only act to define local communities but
their adoption as boundaries also promotes effective and convenient local
government by ensuring that wards are contained within these smaller geographies.
Interaction of the built and natural environment
Further towards the south east of the borough, New Addington is an archetype
demonstrating the interaction between transport infrastructure and green spaces in
defining Croydon’s places and communities. The area is clearly separated from
Addington Village by the Kent Gate Way and Rowdown Fields to the north, and by
Addington Golf Course and the wooded areas surrounding Featherbed Lane to the
west. Lodge Lane, and the tramline running parallel, are the sole access point to the
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area within the borough. It is a clearly defined community which has been informed
by its boundaries and transport connections.
Community Organisations
A significant proportion of the borough is supported by community groups and
Residents Associations, which are respresentative of the varied communities that
are formed across the borough. The below map sets out the geographic spread of
some of these groups compared to the Councils proposed new warding pattern.
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In shaping its warding proposals, the Council has been mindful to reflect the
catchment areas of residents associations and community groups where this can be
accommodated interms of electoral equality. This not only supports the second
principle in terms of representing the identities and interests of communities, but also
provides for efficient local government. Ward councillors will frequently be engaged
with their local community through forums such as community groups and residents
associations, attending meetings and raising issues raised locally through these
groups. Making these areas coterminous with ward boundaries will support effective
and convenient local government by ensuring that local ward members are not
engaged with multiple groups across numerous communities, and that each group
does not need to engage with several members because their community area
crosses multiple electoral wards.
The below map of the Monks Orchard area demonstrates how the Council has
endeavoured to ensure that the new ward boundaries are coterminous with
recognised community areas. As shown below, the Monks Orachrd Residents
Association is currently split across three wards – Shirley, Heathfield and Ashburton.
The Monks Orchard area has a clear geogrpahy, as recognised by the local
community. This is also shown by the clearly defined boundaries with neighbouring
areas as represnted by other groups, such as the Longheath Residents Forum and
the Tollgate Residents Forum to the north, Addiscombe and Shirley Park Residents
Association and Blackhorse Residents Association to the west and the Spring Park
Residents Association to the South. Monks Orchard is a clearly defined community
with a projected electorate of 8,537, which makes it suitable for a two-member ward.
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Another example of how community organisations have informed the Council’s
proposals can be seen in Purley. As shown in the below map, the Purley and
Woodcote Residents Association covers a large area, of which a signifincat
proportion around the district centre is currently contained within a separate ward.
Although it is not possible to make the areas entirley coterminous given the size of
the electorate, the Council has sought to utilise the catchment area as a clear
indication of the area, with a particular focus on ensuring that Purley district centre is
contained within one ward. In shaping the boundary, the Council has sought to
frame the community area by natural boundaries, such as the rail lines around
Reedham Station towards the south east of the place.

Community identity is also based around postcode district for some areas within the
borough. For example, South Norwood is well known for its SE25 postcode,
residents of Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood would associate with the SE19
postcode, and Norbury is connected to the SW16 postcode. These London based
postcodes distinguish the areas from other parts of the borough.
The same applies to a place like Thornton Heath, where residents strongly associate
their area and community with the CR7 postcode district.
As such, where postcode districts are locally recognised as a distinguising feature of
the area, the Council has endeavoured to create a warding pattern that is
coterminous with the areas local people recognise. An example is demonstrated in
the recomnmended boundary between the Addiscombe West and the South
Norwood wards which follow the point where Davidson Road, in the CR0 postcode
district, converges with Tennison Road, in the SE25 postcode district.
24
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Summary of findings
Analysis of the three interdependent models described in this section support the
Council’s position that the borough is primarily formed of a number of well-defined
geographies with relatively large electorates, such as the central area, South
Norwood, Thornton Heath, New Addington, Purley and Coulsdon. In addition, there
are a number of places comprised of smaller communities towards the south, such
as in Selsdon which includes the areas of Upper Shirley, Addington, Forestdale and
Selsdon district centre.
The current pattern of ward boundaries includes some artificial boundaries which
impact on the efficiency of local government where natural communities with a
common interest are arbitrarily divided. This is particularly evident in South Norwood
and Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood, around the Purley district centre and in
Shirley / Monks Orchard.
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Section 4: Warding Recommendations
The Council has grouped its warding recommendations according to the natural
communities and places within the borough.
As identified in section three, the borough is predominantly formed of large places
with electorates exceeding the recommended maximum ward size of three seats. In
determining the appropriate warding pattern the Council has been minded to identify
a suitable boundary within the larger community area according shared focal areas
such as green spaces, high streets and major roads, or a clear delineation within the
place, for example rail lines
The below map sets out the Council’s warding proposals.
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The below maps provide a comparison of the current and proposed warding
patterns.

The following parts of this section set out the detail of the Council’s warding
proposals. As outlined in Section 3, the Council has adopted its 16 places as a
model for understanding the borough and, for clarity, the Council has organised its
warding proposals according to these 16 places.
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Addiscombe
Summary of area and new wards
Addiscombe is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area
will have a projected electorate of 24,081. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
two wards within this area, both three member seats.
Key features of the area
Addiscombe is a suburban residential settlement, framed by green areas on the
eastern side. Addiscombe has evolved as an eastern extension of the Croydon
Metropolitan Centre. The non-residential character consists of shopping areas
concentrated along the Lower Addiscombe Road corridor and Chepstow/
Addiscombe Road which act as a focus for the local community.

The area has continued to be a popular commuter suburb, with many large
Victorian/Edwardian houses converted or redeveloped to flats. The residential
character consists of a varied yet balanced mix of terraced houses and cottages
along Lower Addiscombe Road and in the East India Estate Conservation Area.
There are a number of flats and smaller houses in the south west between East
Croydon and the Addiscombe tram stop.
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The population is very ethnically diverse with over a third from a minority ethnic
background, and there is also a large transient population of young professionals
living in rented flats and conversions. The population to the north of the area has a
close knit urban community.
Although the area directly east of East Croydon Station is (AD5) is experiencing
notable development, it is considered that there is a clear physical separation to the
main town centre area due to the rail line. Furthermore, the design and nature of
development within AD5 has a better relationship to Addiscombe, especially as
residents of this area recognise themselves as distinct from the town centre
community and more naturally affiliate with members of the Addiscombe community
on matters of local interest. The East Croydon Community Organisation is indicative
of this, as its catchment area is coterminous with the AD5 poling district, but also
includes roads contained within the western part of the AD6 polling district.
The east of the area contains the catchment area of the Addiscombe and Shirley
Park, and the Blackhorse Residents Associations. This area was previously in the
Ashburton ward, which does not resonate with the identity of the local community.

Recommendation:
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Addiscombe East

3

Addiscombe West

3

Polling districts

AD1 (p), AD2, AD6 (p), AS1 (p), AS2, AS4,
AS5, AS6
AD1 (p), AD3, AD4, AD5, AD6 (p), WS3 (p),
WS6

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

12,533

3.72%

11,629

-3.77%
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Addiscombe East
The boundary to the west below Lower Addiscombe Road is delineated from the
east by Tunstall Road, marking the edge of the East Croydon Community
Association boundary, which more naturally sits within the Addiscombe West ward.
Above Addiscombe Road, there is a clearly defined area coterminous with
Addiscombe and Shirley Park, HOME and the Canning and Clyde Road Residents
Associations. This forms a locally recognised southern boundary along the
Addiscombe Road.
To the north, the border with South Norwood follows the tram tracks. To the east of
the ward is the a natural green corridor, including Long Lane Wood, Ashburton
Playing Fields, the allotments on Primrose Lane and Glenthone Avenue, and Stroud
Green Well. This creates a clear boundary with the neighbouring Monks Orchard
area. For this reason, it is proposed to retain the existing easterly boundaries of the
AS2 and AS5 polling districts.
The borders of the CHASE and the Blackhorse Residents Associations are
coterminous with the Addiscombe Railway Park and the cu-de-sacs along Lower
Addiscombe Road, which act as natural boundaries within the place and form the
proposed boundary with the proposed Addiscombe West ward.
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Addiscombe West
The boundary to the west is clearly defined by the conversion of rail lines and it is
proposed that the existing western boundaries of the AD5, AD4, AD3, and WS6
polling districts are retained. To the north and north east, there is a boundary where
the postcode of SE25 commences, which acts to delineate Addiscombe from South
Norwood. To the east, there is a natural boundary along the Moreland Road and the
cul-de-sacs along its eastern side. Above Addiscombe Road, there is a clearly
defined area coterminous with the boundaries of local community organisations
which forms a locally recognised southern border along the Addiscombe Road.
South of Lower Addiscombe Road, there is a natural south eastern boundary at
Tunstall Road which delineates the edge of the East Croydon Community
Association boundary.
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Central Area
Summary of area and new wards
The Central Area consists of the town centre and environs, including the Croydon
Opportunity Area, South Croydon, Waddon and Broad Green and Selhurst ‘Places’.
In 2022, the area will have a projected electorate of 64,583. In order to ensure the
pattern of wards represents the interests and identities of local communities, the
Council is proposing six wards within this area, with a mix of two and three member
seats.
Key features of the area
Croydon town centre has a diverse character where a major retail and office centre
sits within a smaller scale historic urban structure. Surrounding the Town Centre are
predominantly residential areas, primarily comprised of Victorian and Edwardian
semi-detached and terraced houses.
Croydon Opportunity Area is a focus for growth with a new residential community, a
thriving employment and renewed retail centre. The centre of Croydon is typically
characterised by the dominant intersecting “Linear Infrastructure” of the roads (such
as the Wellesley Road, Park Lane and the Flyover), rail and tram lines which create
distinct separations. The main retail and commercial centre and are located to the
west and east of the central spine along Wellesley Road. These areas have a larger
grain and predominantly contain modern and contemporary buildings. Retail is
primarily focused around North End.

The centre benefits from high quality transport links, particularly from East Croydon
station and the iconic tram creates a distinctive feel to the centre. There are twenty
seven Listed buildings and six Conservation Areas. Victorian and Edwardian
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terraces are the predominant residential housing type on the edges with a number of
modern residential apartments in the centre.
The Town Centre has a concentration of major regeneration projects and the largest
anticipated growth, absorbing approximately 1/3 of the borough's growth to 2036 with
at least 10,500 homes. By 2022, the electorate is projected to have increased by
191% in the FA1 polling district and 52% in the FA2 polling district. The residential
growth primarily consists of high rise apartments, which will further develop the Town
Centre community as distinct from neighbouring areas.
The town is very ethnically diverse, including a higher proportion of residents from an
Asian background than is average for the Borough. The location of the current
residential population is mainly to the west and south. There is a mixture of
affluence and skill levels in the town. To the north lies the Broad Green ward. This
area is dominated by established communities, more likely to be married at a young
age with children, and older families with higher home ownership.
Croydon’s Old Town lies to the southwest of the retail core and adjacent to Roman
Way. The Old Town has a strong residential character of two to three storey
Edwardian or Victorian terraced housing and a significant number of heritage assets
including the Croydon Minster of St. John’s the Baptist. Croydon’s Old Town has a
distinct character compared to the ‘new’ town, with the High Street the meeting point
between the two areas.

To the north of Waddon and Old Town is Broad Green and Selhurst, comprising
three distinct areas characterised by Purley Way, London road and Whitehorse
Road. It is a heavily urbanised area with the dominant and high density London
Road corridor running through the centre. The south-western edge is defined by a
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large industrial area along Purley Way and the greenery of Archbishop Lanfranc’s
playing field and Croydon Cemetery.

The population of Broad Green is the most ethnically and religiously diverse in the
borough. There is a mixture of affluence and deprivation in Broad Green with some
households on low incomes, or in receipt of social benefit and living in social
housing. Approximately half of the population are in close knit-established
communities, young families, who have strong established social networks in the
local neighbourhoods. The other half are likely to be advanced in years, with
significant investments in their home, and increasingly independent children.
To the south and east of the town centre, there is a well-established community,
providing an introduction to the suburban south of the borough. South Croydon
extends from South End to Purley Oaks, and is defined by the residential areas to
the east and west of the Brighton Road corridor, with the rail line creating a border
towards the south east. To the east of the town centre is the Park Hill and Coombe
areas extending from the rail line to the Lloyd Park in the east. These areas share
many common features distinct from the town centre, being largely residential with
two local centres on Brighton Road and significant green spaces to the east and
south Lloyd Park, Coombe Wood and Croham Hurst. The totality of this area is
broadly coterminous with the catchment areas of the South Croydon Community
Association and the Park Hill Residents Association’s catchment areas.
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In the more affluent areas to the south east of the town centre, the majority of
residents are likely to be well educated, in professions with few children and
upwardly mobile. They take advantage of the excellent transport links to central
London and the rest of the South East of England and are more transient than the
people that live in the north of the Borough, with approximately 30% renting their
homes. The second largest group are career professionals living on the hillsides in
the area with the majority to the west side of Brighton Road and to the east around
Haling Grove area.
Recommendation:

New ward

Number of
Councillors

Polling districts

Town Centre

2

FA1, FA2

North Croydon

3

West Croydon

3

Waddon and Old Town

3

South Croydon

3

Coombe

2

BG4 (p), BM5 (p), SE1 (p), SE3, SE4, SE5,
SE6, SE7
BG1, BG2, BG3, BG4 (p), BG5 (p), BG6, BG7
(p), WT6 (p)
BG5 (p), BG7 (p), FA3, FA4 (p), WA1, WA2,
WA3, WA4, WA5 (p), WA6 (p)
CR1, CR2 (p), CR4, CR5 (p), FA4 (p), PU6 (p),
WA5 (p), WA6 (p)
CR2 (p), CR3 (p), FA5, FA6, FA7

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

8,447

4.85%

11,726

-2.96%

11,579

-4.18%

12,746

5.48%

11,884

-1.65%

8,201

1.80%
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Town Centre
Given the significant concentration of new developments, amidst the retail and
commercial centre, it is proposed that a new two member ward is created from the
existing FA1 and FA2 polling districts, retaining the existing boundaries of these
polling districts which are clearly delineated by the railway lines to the north west and
east. To the north east, St James Road creates a natural boundary linking the two
railway lines. To the west, the retail core from North End and along the High Street
delineates the new town from Old Town and the wider Waddon area. To the south,
Coombe Road creates a boundary between the urban town centre and the start of
the more suburban South Croydon ward.
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North Croydon
Bordered to the south west by the London Road, the rail tracks and St James
Crescent form a natural south easterly border. To the east there is a clearly defined
boundary at the conversion point of the rail lines and it is proposed that the existing
border of the SE4 and SE3 polling districts are retained.
At the northern tip it is proposed that a boundary is created where the rail track
converges with Whitehorse Road. This removes Holmesdale Road, Ely Road and
Wisbeach Road from the SE1 polling district. These roads are disconnected from
others in the SE1 polling district due to the road and rail network, and residents are
more likely to have shared community interests with those in the SE3 polling district
area.
The border then follows Pawsons Road and the developments along the road whose
residents would more closely associate with the central area than Thornton Heath.
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West Croydon
This ward includes the Broad Green area, and is bordered by Croydon cemetery, the
Mitcham Road and Canterbury Road to the north, and the London Road to the north
east. All of the properties along the London Road are proposed for inclusion within
the ward as this is representative of local community interests.
The northern border is broadly coterminous with the existing boundaries of the BG1
and BG2 polling districts, except for the inclusion of Wingate Crescent and Moys
Close, which are currently within the WT6 polling district. These properties are
distinctly separated from the area to the north by Croydon Cemetery and more
closely align with the community to the south along Mitcham Road.
The railway line, Wandle Park and the industrial area towards the north of the Purley
Way create a natural southern boundary with the Waddon and Old Town ward.
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Waddon and Old Town
The railway line, Wandle Park and the industrial area towards the north of the Purley
Way create a natural northern boundary with the Waddon and Old Town ward. To
the east, the retail core from North End through the High Street delineates Old Town
and the wider Waddon area from the high growth town centre ward. The road
network structure along Bramley Hill and Haling Park Road include a large number
of cul-de-sacs which are more naturally contained within South Croydon, as part of
the South Croydon Community Association, and act as a clear eastern boundary
between the wards. The residential property types and nature of tenure also
contrast, with larger privately owned accommodation in these streets, which differ to
the terraced and low-rise developments contained within Waddon and Old Town. To
the south, the Waddon Way and industrial area delineates the ward from Purley.
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South Croydon
Along the existing FA4 polling district boundary, Coombe Road creates a northern
boundary between the urban town centre and the start of the more suburban South
Croydon ward. To the west, Bramley Hill and Haling Park Road, including the cul-desacs to the west, along act as a clear boundary between South Croydon and the
Waddon and Old Town ward. To the south and south east, the railway line creates a
border with the proposed Croham Hurst ward, and to the north east, it is proposed to
create a boundary with the neighbouring Coombe ward by dissecting Croham Road
where there are a number of cul-de-sacs, along the existing CR7 polling district
boundary. It is also recommended that the Birdhurst Rise and Birdhurst Road
electors currently in polling district CR2 are included in the South Croydon ward as
they are more directly connected to this area. The proposed warding is broadly
coterminous with the South Croydon Community Association, which extends from
South End to the junction of the Brighton Road and Sanderstead Road; and from the
Waddon Estate to Campden Road.
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Coombe
To the north and east the ward is coterminous with the existing FA5 and FA7 polling
districts, with the natural border of the Addiscombe Road. This area contains the
catchment area of the Park Hill Residents Association. To the east, the existing
boundaries of polling districts FA7, CR2 and CR3 are retained as there is a large
green space comprised of Lloyd Park, Coombe Wood and Croham Hurst which
create a natural boundary with neighbouring Shirley and Selsdon.
To the south there is a natural delineation where Croham Hurst begins and the
surrounding is more naturally aligned with the proposed Croham Hurst ward. This is
also where the Sanderstead Residents Association catchment area starts.
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Coulsdon
Summary of area and new wards
Coulsdon is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will
have a projected electorate of 12,108. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
one three seat ward within this area.
Key features of the area
Coulsdon is a small commuter town on the outskirts of London, at the south west of
Croydon. The town itself has a significant employment base and many shops and
services associated with a town of this size. As Croydon’s southernmost District
Centre, it has a mixture of homes, community and cultural facilities, and a range of
retailing including many independent shops. There is a new residential community
and associated facilities under development on the Cane Hill site which will see the
polling district CW5 double in size over the period of this electoral review. The
Strategic Industrial Location of Marlpit Lane is also within the area.

The area is framed and dominated by the North Downs and Farthing Downs to the
south and south west with Coulsdon Common and Dollypers Hill to the east. It is
relatively verdant in character with tree lined streets and landscaped front and rear
gardens to the larger properties on the hillsides. It becomes more urban in character
at the bottom of the valley in the residential areas close to and including the town
centre of Coulsdon, which is predominantly Victorian with Edwardian buildings which
form a fringe around them. There are large tracts of open space, chalk down land,
woodland and commons with a footpath across Cane Hill and long distance walks
through the area including London Loop.
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Coulsdon Memorial Ground on the outskirts of Coulsdon District Centre provides
football and cricket pitches, tennis, basketball and games courts. There is also a
series of children play facilities, a putting green and bowling green. The site sits on a
steep slope with a memorial midway up in memory of soldiers who fell in both world
wars.
There are proportionally more older people aged over 60 than the average for
Croydon, whilst working-age people make up a slightly smaller proportion, with a
lower level of ethnic and faith diversity than other places in Croydon. Older families
and career professionals predominantly occupy Coulsdon in fairly equal measure.
Those living in close knit communities in the heart of the town centre and
independent older people are also present in numbers. Coulsdon is one of the most
affluent parts of Croydon with home ownership at over 80%.
Recommendation
New ward
Coulsdon

Number of
Polling districts
Councillors
3
CE1, CE2 (p), CE7, CW1 (p), CW2 (p), CW3,
CW4, CW5, CW6, KE1 (p)

Electorate
Size 2022
12,108

Variance from electoral ideal
0.20%
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Coulsdon
To the north the border follows Smitham Downs Road and Smitham Bottom Road,
which provides a distinct boundary with neighbouring Purley. To the north east the
boundary follows the rail line from Stoats Nest Road to Marlpit Lane. To the east the
border is coterminous with the existing CE2 polling district boundary and then follows
Marlpit Lane to the rail line which marks the north east border.
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Crystal Palace, Upper Norwood and Norbury
Summary of area and new wards
Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood, and Norbury are both a recognised ‘places’
within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will have a projected electorate of
24,272. In order to ensure the pattern of wards represents the interests and identities
of local communities, the Council is proposing two wards within this area, both three
member seats.
Key features of area
Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood are historic Victorian settlements, picturesquely
located on green hills. Norbury is a suburban town with its district and local centres
located along the long linear route of London Road. The two areas are distinguished
by their borough boundaries to the north, east and west and the places of South
Norwood and Thornton Heath to the south. The boundary between the two areas is
broadly aligned to the shared green spaces of Norwood Grove and Biggin Wood.
Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood is primarily residential, with houses interlaced
with large parks such as The Lawns, Beaulieu Heights, Stambourne Woodland and
Upper Norwood Recreation Grounds which were laid out in Victorian and Edwardian
times.

The original local character contained large houses on relatively small plots. Much of
the historical architecture has been transformed into contemporary residential with
planned estates of semidetached houses and mixed type flats and compact houses.
There are areas where high quality examples of the original character have survived.
These have been designated as Conservations Areas, with almost half of Crystal
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Palace and Upper Norwood lies within the following Conservation Areas: Upper
Norwood Triangle; Church Street; Harold Road; and Beulah Hill.
The area has a number of significant landmarks such as the Croydon television mast
visible from long distances and various locations across London. All addresses
within Croydon with an SE19 postcode are contained within the Crystal Pace and
Upper Norwood area.
The place of Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood is ethnically and religiously diverse
with 54% from a minority ethnic community. The area is predominantly occupied by
older families living in suburbs. Younger educated single people form a transient
population around the District Centre and into adjoining boroughs.
Norbury has a residential character that predominantly consists of terraced houses
and cottages, large houses on relatively small plots and local authority housing with
public realm. Scattered amongst these residential areas are a number of green
spaces such as Norbury Park, Norwood Grove, Biggin Woods, and Pollards Hill.

Within Norbury there are a number smaller residents associations: Scotts Estate,
Pollards Hill, Norbury Green and Norbury Village. The four Norbury residents’
associations have come together to develop a campaign to improve the local area
and regain a sense of pride through the ‘Love Norbury’ campaign. It is therefore
proposed that the Norbury ward is coterminous with these catchment areas towards
the south and west as these are representative of a strong and well recognised local
community identity.
The place of Norbury has a slightly larger proportion of older people aged over sixty
than the average of Croydon. The population is ethnically diverse, with just over half
from a minority ethnic background and a higher proportion of residents from a Hindu
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or Muslim faith than the average for Croydon. Norbury is an affluent area with
upwardly mobile families to the south of the area.

Recommendation:
New ward

Crystal Palace and Upper
Norwood
Norbury

Number of
Councillors
3
3

Polling districts

NY1 (p), SN1 (p), SN2 (p), UN1, UN2, UN3,
UN4 (p), UN5, UN6 (p),
BM1 (p), NY1 (p), NY2, NY3, NY4, NY5, NY6,
NY7, UN4 (p)

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

12,317

1.93%

11,955

-1.07%

Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood
The south eastern border has been reshaped along the boundary of the SE19
postcode, following Church Road and Sylvan Hill / Road along the northern edge of
Beaulieu Heights and South Norwood Lake. Residents of this area are closely
associated with Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood and this therefore creates a
boundary that would be more recognisable to local people.
To the south west, it is proposed to follow the existing boundary of the TH2 polling
district, which is formed along the green spaces of The Lawns and Spa Hill
Allotments. The border then follows Virginia Road and heads north at Brickfield Road
with polling districts UN4 and NY1 divided between Crystal Palace and Upper
Norwood ward and Norbury ward. This division is better aligned to the shared green
spaces of Norwood Grove and Biggin Wood, which act as natural boundaries
between the areas.
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Norbury
The north eastern boundary with neighbouring Crystal Palace flows through the
natural boundary of Norwood Grove and Biggin Wood. It follows Virginia Road and
Kensington Avenue to the railway line, which forms the south west boundary with
Thornton Heath North. To the south the boundary aligns with the existing NY4
border, and then broadly follows the NY3 border.
However, it is proposed to move the boundary to Strathayre Road, including those
properties currently in the BM1 polling district. This configuration better reflects the
local community as it is coterminous with the boundary of the Scotts Estate
Residents Association. The changes within the UN7 polling district are also reflective
of community interests and ensures that St Oswald’s Church, which serves the
Norbury community, is contained within the same ward.
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Kenley and Old Coulsdon
Summary of area and new wards
Kenley and Old Coulsdon is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In
2022, the area will have a projected electorate of 20,233. In order to ensure the
pattern of wards represents the interests and identities of local communities, the
Council is proposing one three seat ward and one two seat ward within this area.
Key features of the area
Kenley and Old Coulsdon are situated the south of the borough, bordering the
borough of Tandridge. Kenley is focused on the railway station, Old Coulsdon on
Bradmore Green at the top of the hill, with housing spreading up the hillsides into the
Green Belt, which accounts for a large proportion of the area. There is a strong link
between the green infrastructure and the built environment which creates a feeling of
spaciousness or openness that can be seen in the layout of the built environment

The majority of land in Kenley is in residential use or part open land, including
Kenley Common and the Aerodrome. There is a mini centre based around Kenley
Station on Godstone Road, which has some retail and a community space at Kenley
Memorial Hall. Old Coulsdon has a library at Bradmore Green.
The area has proportionally more older people over sixty than the average for
Croydon and a lower level of ethnic and faith diversity than other places in the
borough. The place has a highly affluent social mix of highly skilled, career
professionals and high home ownership. There are also a large proportion of
established close knit communities with family ties in the area.
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Recommendation
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Kenley

3

Old Coulsdon and Hartley

2

Polling districts

KE1 (p), KE2, KE3, KE4, KE5, KE6, KE7, PU4
(p), PU5 (p)
CE1, CE2 (p), CE3, CE4, CE5, CE6

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

11,738

-2.86%

8,495

5.45%
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Kenley
The border to the east follows a line to the west of Riddlesdown Road from the
borough’s southern boundary to Mitchley Avenue and then follows the eastern
boundary of the existing KE3 and PU4 polling districts. To the north the boundary
follows Selcroft Road across the top of Downs Court Road and Godstone Road to
the rail line which it uses as a westerly border to Old Lodge Lane. The westerly
boundary follows Old Lodge Lane to the southern boundary of the borough, along
the existing border of KE4. This area contains the Kenley and District Residents
Association.
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Old Coulsdon and Hartley
To the east, the boundary follows Old Lodge Lane to the southern boundary of the
borough, along the existing border of CE5, CE4, CE1 and KE1. To the west the
border is coterminous with the existing CE4 and CE3 polling district boundaries and
then follows Marlpit Lane to the rail line which marks the north west border. This area
contains the Old Coulsdon Residents Association and the Hartley and District
Residents Association.
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New Addington
Summary of area and new wards
Addington is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will
have a projected electorate of 15,175. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
two wards within this area, both two member seats.
Key features of the area
New Addington is a 20th century housing estate in New Addington comprising of
local authority built housing with public realm and mixed type flats and compact
houses in Fieldway. The Place is served by two suburban shopping areas, Central
Parade in New Addington (the District Centre) and Wayside in Fieldway. The area is
defined by large open green spaces to the north, south, east and west.
The spine of Central Parade separates New Addington’s less green suburban
District Centre from the area containing leisure and community facilities. Located to
the west and east of Central Parade are a number of industrial areas. The area is
clearly defined by the Kent Gate Way to the north and can only be accessed by one
road within the borough, Lodge Lane, or via the tram network.

New Addington is a community devolution pilot area for the Council. As outlined in
section two of the report, the Council is keen to ensure that its areas reflect the
interests and identifies of local communities and allow effective and convenient local
government, in particular community devolution, by having councillors representing
an area coterminous with those identities.
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Proposals to regenerate New Addington Central Parade have been through a
number of iterations in recent years. Community engagement on broad ideas began
in 2009 where a ‘Vision for Central Parade’ took shape following the stalled Tesco
scheme. This engagement work informed the councils successful bid to the Mayors
Outer London Fund (OLF) for phase 1 of the public realm improvement project
completed in 2012.
Community aspirations for the future were captured and prioritised and formed the
basis of the public realm project phase 2 funded by the Mayors Regeneration Fund.
Regeneration opportunities and projects being developed in New Addington include
new council homes, and developing a new leisure and community centre with multipurpose halls, a café, meeting rooms, offices and dressing rooms, granted planning
permission earlier this year and scheduled for start on site in January 2017. With the
completion of the new Leisure and community centre development in summer 2018,
there is an opportunity to engage with the community on the future use and
management of the new community facility and on the re-design and redevelopment
of the village green in order to provide a more meaningful and usable community
space.
There is an active and engaged local community in New Addington and a number of
community projects in New Addington including the Community Connect project
delivered by the Family Centre and the Community Food Learning Centre on
Mickleham Way. Again, New Addington’s regeneration proposals for Central Parade
and its range of community-led projects provides the local engagement pilot with a
wide range of opportunities to enhance the delivery of local services and enable the
community to shape local implementation.
The place is clearly well defined, constrained by the natural and built environment.
The area has a lower than average electoral size, but the Council has recognised
that there are a number of housing schemes planned within the area over the next
few years that were not sufficently developed for inclusion within the 2022 electorate
projections. These include intesification within the Fieldway Estate and development
of Fishers Farm, both of which are anticipated to progress in due course and
increase the electorate size above current projections. Furthermore, the existing
boundaries are well known and understood locally, including the division within the
place, which has informed the Council’s proposals.
Recommendation:
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Polling districts

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

New Addington North

2

FW1, FW2, FW3, FW4

7,563

-6.12%

New Addington South

2

NA1, NA2, NA3, NA4

7,612

-5.51%
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New Addington North
The area is clearly separated from Addington Village by the Kent Gate Way and
Rowdown Fields to the north, and by Addington Golf Course and the wooded areas
surrounding Featherbed Lane to the west. It is proposed that the existing polling
districts of FW1, FW2, FW3 and FW4 are used to delineate New Addington North,
with the boundary within the place retained as it is well known and understood
locally.
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New Addington South
The area is clearly separated from Addington to the west by Addington Golf Course.
It is proposed that the existing polling districts of NA1, NA2, NA3 and NA4 are used
to delineate New Addington South, with the boundary within the place retained as it
is well known and understood locally.
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Purley
Summary of area and new wards
Purley is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will
have a projected electorate of 12,474. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
one three seat ward within this area.
Key features of the area
Purley lies to the south west of the borough, bordering the borough of Sutton. Its
large residential areas are generally located on the hillsides, with the town centre
focused on Brighton Road lying in the valley. The area includes urban shopping
areas, industrial estate and moderate density residential areas.

Purley has a busy town centre surrounded by areas of suburban housing. Outside of
Brighton Road is fairly uniform and consists of large detached houses on relatively
large plots with minimal public realm and low density scattered houses on relatively
small plots. The areas containing the most consistent built environment are located
within the Webb Estate and Upper Woodcote Village. Both of these areas have been
designated as Conservation Areas.
The town centre has a swimming pool, gym and library, as well as a range of shops.
There is a large supermarket separated from the town by the main road and
gyratory. Purley is a sought after location to live, and its main population is of career
professionals with their families. The area is also a popular place to retire, and there
are a number of retirement homes on the edges of the town.
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Purley is a community devolution pilot area for the Council. As outlined in section two
of the report, the Council is keen to ensure that its areas reflect the interests and
identifies of local communities and allow effective and convenient local government,
in particular community devolution, by having councillors representing an area
coterminous with those identities.
In Purley there are opportunities to regenerate sites in the town centre and develop a
significant mixed use scheme including a range of uses such as a new leisure centre
and mixed tenure homes. In addition, business engagement in Purley has led to the
newly established BID, and future partnership work will focus on improving the high
street and activity in the district centre. Significant support was given along with the
sourcing of funding from the GLA and BIDs UK to establish the BID. Continued
engagement involves considering ways the Council can support the BID to source
funding and make best use of recommendations emerging from their seven audits,
which include wayfinding and a green audit. In Purley engagement with the business
community will play a key role in how the local engagement pilot looks at local
service delivery and ways to enhance local programme implementation.
Recommendation
New ward

Purley

Number of
Councillors
3

Polling districts

CR5 (p), CW1 (p), CW2 (p), KE1 (p), PU1,
PU2, PU3, PU4 (p), PU5 (p), PU6 (p), WA6 (p)

Electorate
Size 2022
12,474

Variance from electoral ideal

3.23%
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Purley
To the north, the Waddon Way and industrial area delineates the ward from
Waddon. To the north east, the boundary with South Croydon ward runs parallel with
Culmington Road and follows Brighton Road around Purley Oaks station to the
railway line which borders Croham Hurst ward. The border to the east excludes
areas within the PU5 polling district as this aligns with the boundary of the
Riddlesdown Residents Association. Accordingly, the border to the west follows a
line to the east of Riddlesdown Road.
To the south east the boundary follows Selcroft Road across the top of Downs Court
Road and Godstone Road to the rail line which it uses as a westerly border to Stoats
Nest Road. The south westerly border follows Smitham Downs Road and Smitham
Bottom Road, which provides a distinct boundary with neighbouring Coulsdon.
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Sanderstead
Summary of area and new wards
Sanderstead is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area
will have a projected electorate of 15,900. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
two wards within this area, both two member seats.
Key features of the area
Sanderstead is situated to the south east of the Borough bordering the district of
Tandridge. The historic settlement is focused on Addington Road, and the junction
with Limpsfield Road. It is is a suburban Place located on a hilltop, with residential
areas surrounded by large scale green open spaces such as Croham Hurst, Mitchley
Wood and Kings Wood.
The predominant residential character consists of detached housing on relatively
large plots on the hillsides leading to the local centre, planned estates of semidetached houses on the top of the Sanderstead Hill, and some local authority
planned estates with public realm toward Hamsey Green.

There is a shopping parade at the north of Limpsfield Road, near the junction with
Addington Road. At the southern end of Limpsfield Road, known as Hamsey Green
lies a twentieth century shopping parade. A medical centre is located on Addington
Road, with most other community facilities provided in nearby Purley and Selsdon.
The area has a higher proportion of people over sixty, and a smaller proportion of
working age people in comparison with the Croydon average. It is not an ethnically
or religiously diverse ward and Christians represent the largest faith community.
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Sanderstead is one of the most affluent places in the borough with over half of the
households with high incomes.
Sanderstead has a variety of open spaces, and tree lined streets with open space in
the area also including significant amounts of agricultural land creating a landscape
of suburban estates mixed with edge of countryside on the top of Sanderstead Hill
and particularly to the south of Rectory Grove, and to the west of Limpsfield Road.
The original village character of Sanderstead is retained around the junction of
Limpsfield and Addington Road with All Saints Church, Sanderstead Pond and the
open space next to it known as the Ruff. Sanderstead Recreation Ground provides
sports fields, games court, bowling green and children’s playground.
The area is coterminous with the catchment areas of the Sanderstead Residents
Association and the Riddlesdown Residents Association, with Croham Hurst to the
north.
Recommendation
New ward
Croham Hurst
Sanderstead and
Riddlesdown

Number of
Electorate
Polling districts
Councillors
Size 2022
2
CR3 (p), CR6, SA1(p), SA2, SA3 (p), SB2, SB3
7,718
(p)
2
PU5 (p), SA1 (p), SA3 (p), SA4, SA5
8,183

Variance from electoral ideal
-4.20%
1.57%
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Croham Hurst
To the south the boundary follows Purley Downs Road including all residences
located in polling district in SA2 which are on Purley Downs Road and those in
Merrin Hill, a small cul-de-sac to the south. To the west the boundary follows the
train line to Selsdon Road. To the north there is a natural delineation where Croham
Hurst begins and the Sanderstead Residents Association catchment area starts.
The boundary to the east follows Upper Selsdon Road and then Addington Road to
the south east.
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Sanderstead and Riddlesdown
To the east, it is proposed that Croham Hurst delineates the boundary which then
follows Upper Selsdon Road to Selsdon Park Golf Course and through Kings Wood.
To the north, the boundary is defined by the lower end of Sanderstead Hill and then
follows below Purley Downs Road. This is broadly in line with the existing borders of
SA3 and SA1.
However, given the significant barrier created by Purley Downs Golf Course, it is
proposed that all residences in SA2 on Purley Downs Road and those in Merrin Hill,
a small cul-de-sac to the south, are included within the neighbouring Croham Hurst
ward with which they have closer community ties. The border to the west includes
areas within the PU5 polling district as this aligns with the boundary of the
Riddlesdown Residents Association. For this reason, it is proposed that the border
follows a line to the west of Riddlesdown Road to the borough’s southern boundary.
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Selsdon
Summary of area and new wards
Selsdon is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will
have a projected electorate of 16,056. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
two wards within this area, both two member seats.
Key features of the area
Selsdon is a suburban residential place, situated to the south east of the borough,
bordering the district of Tandridge in Surrey. It includes the areas of Upper Shirley,
Addington, Forestdale and Selsdon district centre and is bordered by and contains
large scale green open spaces
Selsdon District Centre has a strong urban shopping area, both ends of which are
marked by retail outlets, creating a well-defined edge and a distinct start and finish to
this character area. There is also a large supermarket on the junction with Old
Farleigh Road. Other facilities centred on Addington Road include a library and
community centre. In addition to the District Centre, Forestdale has a small local
shopping area.

Selsdon has a larger proportion of older people than the borough average and a
smaller proportion of working aged people. The population is significantly less
ethnically diverse than the borough average with 16% from a minority ethnic
background. It is one of the most affluent places in the borough with over half of the
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households living in suburban homes, with a high proportion in home ownership, and
with increasingly independent children.
Addington is defined by extensive areas of green space such as Addington Hills,
Addington Golf Course, Addington Court Golf Course and Addington Palace Golf
Course. These green areas provide a setting for the historic Addington Village (a
designated Conservation Area). The Addington Village area has a high proportion of
professionals on high incomes and home owners.
Towards the south, the area of Forestdale was developed later in the twentieth
century and amenities includes the Forestdale Forum, a centre providing facilities for
the local community. The area is broadly defined by the catchment areas of the
Addington Residents Association, the Forestdale Residents Association and the
Selsdon Residents Association.
Recommendation:
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Polling districts

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

Addington

2

HE1 (p), HE3, HE4, HE5, HE6, HE7

7,985

-0.88%

Selsdon

2

SB1, SB3 (p), SB4, SB5, SB6

8,071

0.19%
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Addington
The area is clearly separated from to the east by the Kent Gate Way and Addington
Golf Course. It is proposed that the existing polling districts of HE7 and HE3 are
retained. To the north, Addington Hills, Addington Golf Course and Shirley Heath
create a natural boundary with neighbouring Shirley. It is proposed that the HE1
polling district is divided along Oaks Road, which creates a natural boundary with
Shirley Park Golf Course in the Shirley ward and Addington Hills in the Addington
ward.
Along the western boundary, the existing polling districts of HE3, HE4, HE5 and HE6
are retained. This is reflective of local communities and their interests. For example,
residents in this area would be more likely to make use of the local centre in
Forestdale, whereas those in the SB4 and SB6 polling districts frequent Selsdon
district centre. Furthermore, although there is a continuity of housing, there is a
locally recognised distinction between the two sites built by different developers.
These include local street-level demarcations which act to indicate the two areas.
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Selsdon
To the north, the area is defined by the existing polling districts of SB1, with the
eastern border retained along the existing boundaries of the SB4 and SB6 polling
districts. As outlined above, this is reflective of local communities and their interests
as residents in this area would make use of Selsdon district centre. To the west, it is
proposed that Croham Hurst delineates the boundary which then follows Upper
Selsdon Road to Selsdon Park Golf Course and through Kings Wood. Along the
western boundary, the existing polling districts of HE3, HE4, HE5 and HE6 are
retained. Furthermore, although there is a continuity of housing, there is a locally
recognised distinction between the two sites built by different developers. These
include local street-level demarcations which act to indicate the two areas.
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Shirley
Summary of area and new wards
Shirley is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the area will
have a projected electorate of 17,169. In order to ensure the pattern of wards
represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is proposing
two wards within this area, both two member seats.
Key features of the area
Shirley is located to the east of Croydon, bordering the London Borough of Bromley,
centred on Wickham Road and Upper Shirley Road. Predominantly a suburban
residential settlement surrounded by natural areas of Green Belt, it is defined by the
regular rhythm of well- spaced buildings with well-kept landscaped areas to the front,
that allow oblique long range views beyond the rear gardens.
Shirley’s residential character predominantly consists of planned estates of semidetached houses with garages and mixed type flats and compact houses set in large
green spaces. The southern part is dominated by scattered houses on large plots
surrounded by expansive areas of greenery, including woodland of Addington Hills.
There are three urban and one suburban shopping area along Wickham and Shirley
Roads. The vibrant Local Centre has a range of retailing and independent shops
which serve the local community. The suburban feel of these shopping areas are
strengthened by tree lined streets, green verges with planting and small green
spaces and parking accommodated in slip roads. These features play a vital role in
creating Shirley’s sense of place.
Shirley has a higher than average proportion of older people, and a smaller than
average proportion of working age people compared to the borough average. The
population of Shirley is less diverse than the borough with 23% from a minority
ethnic community and there is a mixture of affluence and deprivation in the electoral
ward of Shirley with a significant proportion of households of high incomes, and
those on low incomes or in receipt of social benefits making up the majority of
households in the south-east.
The Monks Orchard Residents Association and the Spring Park Residents
Association represent community interests within the north and south, with Wickham
Road as the boundary between the two areas.
Recommendation:
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Polling districts

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

Monks Orchard

2

AS1 (p), AS3, HE1 (p), SH1, SH2, SH3 (p)

8,537

5.97%

Shirley

2

HE1 (p), HE2, SH3 (p), SH4, SH5, SH6

8,632

7.15%
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Monks Orchard
The area is clearly defined to the west by Long Lane Wood and Ashburton Playing
Fields which create a natural boundary with the neighbouring Addiscombe area. For
this reason, it is proposed to retain the existing easterly boundaries of the AS1 and
AS3 polling districts. To the south west it is proposed that the area bordered by
Shirley Avenue, Shirley Road and Wickham Road are within the Monks Orchard
ward. To the south it is proposed to retain the existing SH2 border, but to split the
SH3 polling district along the Wickham Road which acts as a natural barrier between
the north and south of this area. This ward is broadly coterminous with the boundary
of the Monks Orchard Residents Association and the newly formed Shirley Oaks
Village Residents Association.
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Shirley
To the north there is a natural boundary with Monks Orchard along the Wickham
Road. To the west, Shirley Park golf and Lloyd Park course creates a natural
boundary with neighbouring Coombe ward along the existing western edge of the
HE1 polling district. To the South, Addington Hills, Addington Golf Course and
Shirley Heath create a natural boundary with neighbouring Addington ward. The
area is broadly coterminous with the Spring Park Residents Association.
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South Norwood
Summary of area and new wards
South Norwood is a recognised ‘place’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the
area will have a projected electorate of 23,892. In order to ensure the pattern of
wards represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is
proposing two wards within this area, both three member seats.
Key features of the area
South Norwood has retained its Victorian urban centre, which has been recognised
in its Conservation Area designation. It is predominantly a residential Place with
terraced houses and cottages. The only industrial area lies on the south western
edge next to Selhurst Park football stadium. The larger green spaces such as South
Norwood Country Park and South Norwood Lake are located along the northern
edge and form a boundary between this Place and neighbouring boroughs. Smaller
green open spaces are scattered throughout.
There is a vibrant district centre at the heart of the area, with the well-connected
Norwood Junction station. Locally there is a strong affiliation with the SE25
postcode, which distinguishes the area and also acts as a notional boundary for the
People for Portland Road community group which is focused on the conservation
and enhancement of the area.

South Norwood has an ethnically diverse community with 44% from a minority ethnic
background and a range of social groups occupying the area. The area has a large
population of younger educated professionals in the vicinity of the station, with older
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families to the north. Deprivation is focussed around the southern areas of South
Norwood.
South Norwood is also a community devolution pilot area for the Council. As outlined
in section two of the report, the Council is keen to ensure that its areas reflect the
interests and identifies of local communities and allow effective and convenient local
government, in particular community devolution, by having councillors representing
an area coterminous with those identities. South Norwood presents a range of
opportunities including new homes, excellent transport connections to central
London with the potential to attract existing and new businesses ‘priced out of other
areas of London, and heritage assets that the local community are bringing back into
use - Stanley Halls.
There are exciting regeneration and improvement opportunities and projects being
developed or already underway in South Norwood including new homes, schools,
public realm improvements on Portland and Station Road, proposals for the
‘meanwhile use’ of vacant shops on Portland Road. The Stanley Peoples Initiative
are progressing with the refurbishment of the Stanley Halls, and there are community
projects lead by the People for Portland Road progressing to develop a community
garden on Portland Road and undertake a community economic development
project in the area.
Recommendation:
New ward
Woodside and South
Norwood East
South Norwood West

Number of
Electorate
Polling districts
Councillors
Size 2022
3
SN4 (p), SN6, WS1, WS2, WS3 (p), WS4,
11,880
WS5,
3
SN1 (p), SN2 (p), SN3, SN4 (p), SN5, SE1 (p),
12,012
SE2, TH3 (p), TH6 (p)

Variance from electoral ideal
-1.69%
-0.60%
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Woodside and South Norwood East
The westerly border is clearly defined by the rail tracks which form a natural
boundary between the east and west of the South Norwood. To the south west it is
proposed that the existing boundaries of the WS4 and WS5 polling districts are
retained.
It is, however, proposed that the south westerly border runs parallel with Tennison
Road rather than including a small part of Davidson Road and Sutton Gardens, as is
the case with the current WS3 polling district boundary. This is a more natural
border between South Norwood and Addiscombe and creates a more cohesive
electoral coterminous with the SE25 postcode geography. To the south and east
there is a clear border with Addiscombe which follows the tram tracks.
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South Norwood West
The rail tracks to the east and south create a clear boundary and it is proposed that
these are adopted as the border. This would follow the existing boundaries of the
WS3 polling district and the northern part of the SN6 polling district. It would also
remove the anomaly within the SN4 polling district which currently includes a small
number of roads to the east of the rail line (Manor Road, Lestock Road and
Sunnycroft Road). Residents of these roads are more naturally connected to
neighbours in the SN6 polling district rather than those across the rail lines.
To the south west, it is proposed to broadly follow the existing SE1 polling district
boundary, excluding Holmesdale Road, Ely Road and Wisbeach Road which are
south of the rail line and more naturally associated with North Croydon. This
trajectory is followed north through Grangewood Park, which is a green space
shared with residents of the Thornton Heath area. The northern border has been
reshaped along the boundaries of the SE25 and SE19 postcodes, following Church
Road and Sylvan Hill / Road along the northern edge of Beaulieu Heights and South
Norwood Lake. Residents of this area are more closely associated with Crystal
Palace and Upper Norwood and this therefore creates a boundary that would be
more recognisable to local people.
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Thornton Heath
Summary of area and new wards
Thornton Heath is a recognised ‘places’ within Croydon’s Local Plan. In 2022, the
area will have a projected electorate of 35,919. In order to ensure the pattern of
wards represents the interests and identities of local communities, the Council is
proposing three wards within this area, all three member seats.
Key features of the area
Thornton Heath lies to the north of Croydon town centre between Broad Green and
Norbury. The district centre is focused along Brigstock Road/High Street surrounded
by areas of terraced housing. It is a densely built up settlement, with District and
Local Centres that are spatially clearly defined. It has a predominantly residential
character consisting of terraced houses and cottages, with a number of Edwardian
and Victorian parks interlaced within the urban fabric.
As an important District Centre to the north of central Croydon, Thornton Heath has
a distinct and specific identity. Its busy high street acts as a hub for the local
community and plays an important role in the local economic life of this part of
Croydon.

Thornton Heath is one of the most ethnically and religiously diverse areas in
Croydon with 56% from a minority ethnic community. It has a close knit urban
community and the area’s multicultural population, with large Asian, Afro-Caribbean
and Polish communities, is represented by the range of businesses on the High
Street. The town has a leisure centre with swimming pool and gym, and there is a
library to the west on Brigstock Road. There is a large supermarket in the centre of
the town by the railway station, combined with multi storey car parking and offices.
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It has a vibrant and active local community, including the Thornton Heath Community
Action Team which carries out a range of local projects, including environmental
improvements. The council has secured £2.7m of funding for improvements to
Thornton Heath High Street and Brigstock Road. The programme of works will take
place over the next three years; upgrading the town centre and creating the ideal
conditions for business investment. The project aims to improve the streets, spaces
and buildings along the high street to provide a better environment and provide a
tailored business support package to support, grow and promote retail activity and
businesses in the area.
Recommendation:
New ward

Number of
Councillors

Thornton Heath North

3

Thornton Heath South

3

West Thornton

3

Polling districts

TH1, TH2, TH3 (p), TH4, TH5 (p), TH6 (p),
UN4(p), UN6 (p), UN7,
BM1 (p), BM2, BM3, BM4, BM5 (p), BM6, TH5
(p), TH6 (p),
WT1, WT2, WT3, WT4, WT5, WT6 (p)

Electorate
Size 2022

Variance from electoral ideal

12,326

2.00%

11,884

-1.65%

11,709

-3.10%
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Thornton Heath North
To the west, it is proposed to follow the existing SE1 polling district boundary, along
the major thoroughfare of Whitehorse Road and then follow this trajectory north
through Grangewood Park, which is a green space shared with residents of the
South Norwood area. It is then proposed to follow the existing boundary of the TH2
polling district, which is formed along the green spaces of The Lawns and Spa Hill
Allotments.
Along the northern edge of the ward, the existing UN6 polling district border is
followed up to the border of UN4, which is divided above Virginia Road, which
creates a more natural boundary with Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood to the
north east and Norbury to the north west. The boundary continues in line with the
existing border of the UN7 polling district to the rail line, which forms the natural
division with Thornton Heath South. At the heart of the district centre, it is proposed
that instead of following the boundary of polling district TH5, the boundary with
Thornton Heath South follows the High Street. This is a key focal point for the area,
and a boundary along the high street, dividing it equally between Thornton Heath
North and Thornton Heath South, aligns better with local community interests.
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Thornton Heath South
In the south west it is proposed to create a boundary above Pawsons Road and the
cul-de-sacs to north of Pawsons Road and then follow the existing BM3 border
where Pawsons Road meets Pitt Road. To the east, the boundary follows the
existing boundary of BM3 to the High Street, which it then follows to the rail tracks.
To the west of the ward, it is proposed to retain the existing boundaries formed by
the BM5, BM3, BM2 and BM1 polling districts.
Along the northern boundary, it is proposed to move the boundary below Strathayre
Road, excluding those properties currently in the BM1 polling district. This
configuration better reflects the recognized local community as it is coterminous with
the boundary of the Scotts Estate Residents Association which sits in the Norbury
ward.
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West Thornton
The road network structure creates a natural boundary to the south along Mitcham
Road and Canterbury Road, following the WT5 and WT6 polling district borders.
However, it excludes Wingate Crescent and Moys Close which are distinctly
separated from the area by Croydon Cemetery and more closely align with the
community to the south along Mitcham Road. From London Road, the ward follows
the existing polling district boundary along Campbell Road and aligns with the
borders of WT4, WT2 and WT1.
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Appendix 1: Summary of warding proposals
New ward
Addiscombe East
Addiscombe West
Town Centre

Number of
Polling districts
Councillors
3
AD1 (p), AD2, AD6 (p), AS1 (p), AS2, AS4,
AS5, AS6
3
AD1 (p), AD3, AD4, AD5, AD6 (p), WS3 (p),
WS6
2
FA1, FA2

Electorate
Size 2022
12,533

3.72%

11,629

-3.77%

8,447

4.85%

BG4 (p), BM5 (p), SE1 (p), SE3, SE4, SE5,
SE6, SE7
BG1, BG2, BG3, BG4 (p), BG5 (p), BG6, BG7
(p), WT6 (p)
BG5 (p), BG7 (p), FA3, FA4 (p), WA1, WA2,
WA3, WA4, WA5 (p), WA6 (p)
CR1, CR2 (p), CR4, CR5 (p), FA4 (p), PU6 (p),
WA5 (p), WA6 (p)
CR2 (p), CR3 (p), FA5, FA6, FA7

11,726

-2.96%

11,579

-4.18%

12,746

5.48%

11,884

-1.65%

8,201

1.80%

12,108

0.20%

12,317

1.93%

11,955

-1.07%

11,738

-2.86%

8,495

5.45%

Variance from electoral ideal

North Croydon

3

West Croydon

3

Waddon and Old Town

3

South Croydon

3

Coombe

2

Coulsdon

3

Crystal Palace and Upper
Norwood
Norbury

3

Kenley

3

Old Coulsdon and Hartley

2

CE1, CE2 (p), CE7, CW1 (p), CW2 (p), CW3,
CW4, CW5, CW6, KE1 (p)
NY1 (p), SN1 (p), SN2 (p), UN1, UN2, UN3,
UN4 (p), UN5, UN6 (p),
BM1 (p), NY1 (p), NY2, NY3, NY4, NY5, NY6,
NY7, UN4 (p)
KE1 (p), KE2, KE3, KE4, KE5, KE6, KE7, PU4
(p), PU5 (p)
CE1, CE2 (p), CE3, CE4, CE5, CE6

New Addington North

2

FW1, FW2, FW3, FW4

7,563

-6.12%

New Addington South

2

NA1, NA2, NA3, NA4

7,612

-5.51%

Purley

3

12,474

3.23%

Croham Hurst

2

7,718

-4.20%

Sanderstead and
Riddlesdown
Addington

2

CR5 (p), CW1 (p), CW2 (p), KE1 (p), PU1,
PU2, PU3, PU4 (p), PU5 (p), PU6 (p), WA6 (p)
CR3 (p), CR6, SA1(p), SA2, SA3 (p), SB2, SB3
(p)
PU5 (p), SA1 (p), SA3 (p), SA4, SA5

8,183

1.57%

2

HE1 (p), HE3, HE4, HE5, HE6, HE7

7,985

-0.88%

Selsdon

2

SB1, SB3 (p), SB4, SB5, SB6

8,071

0.19%

Monks Orchard

2

AS1 (p), AS3, HE1 (p), SH1, SH2, SH3 (p)

8,537

5.97%

Shirley

2

HE1 (p), HE2, SH3 (p), SH4, SH5, SH6

8,632

7.15%

Woodside and South
Norwood East
South Norwood West

3

11,880

-1.69%

12,012

-0.60%

Thornton Heath North

3

12,326

2.00%

Thornton Heath South

3

11,884

-1.65%

West Thornton

3

SN4 (p), SN6, WS1, WS2, WS3 (p), WS4,
WS5,
SN1 (p), SN2 (p), SN3, SN4 (p), SN5, SE1 (p),
SE2, TH3 (p), TH6 (p)
TH1, TH2, TH3 (p), TH4, TH5 (p), TH6 (p),
UN4(p), UN6 (p), UN7,
BM1 (p), BM2, BM3, BM4, BM5 (p), BM6, TH5
(p), TH6 (p),
WT1, WT2, WT3, WT4, WT5, WT6 (p)

11,709

-3.10%

3

3
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Appendix 2: Detailed warding proposals by street
For the Council’s detailed calculations and warding proposals by street, please refer
to the below embedded spreadsheet.

Appendix%202%20%20Detailed%20war
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Addiscombe

Two wards: three member

Central area: four places
Six wards: four three
member and two two
member

Coulsdon

One ward: three member

Crystal Palace, Upper Norwood and Norbury
Two wards: three member

Kenley and Old Coulsdon

Two wards: one three member, one two member

Purley

One ward:
three member

Sanderstead

Two wards: two member

Selsdon

Two wards: two member

Shirley

Two wards: two member

South Norwood

Two wards: three member

Thornton Heath

Three wards: three member

