Lincolnshire County Council Labour Group
Here is the submission of Labour councillors to the Local Government Boundary
Commission for England on the review of the electoral boundaries for Lincolnshire
County Council.
We put forward our views in relation to:
1. The City of Lincoln council area
2. South Kesteven District Council area in relation to Grantham, Stamford and
Bourne
City of Lincoln
These proposals seeks to divide up the voters in Lincoln into 8 electoral divisions
and in so doing
1. stay close to the Lincolnshire county average of voters for 71 seats of 8175.
This is difficult as most divisions have forecast electorates above the county
average. Indeed the forecast figures used for 2021 show an average of 8457
Lincoln voters across 8 divisions;
2. give recognition to natural boundaries and community congruence. The point
made here is that Lincoln is divided north-south by old Roman Roads, Ermine
Street and the Fosse Way, and east-west by the River Witham/Fossedyke
and the railway line. Whilst it would have been neat and tidy to have four
divisions in the north of the city and four in the south and similarly four in the
east and four in the west the distribution of the electorate does not allow that
to happen. Nevertheless within the confines of electoral equality we have
sought to recognise natural and social boundaries and togetherness;
3. deliver compatibility where this is both possible and justifiable with polling
districts in the new city wards which come into being in 2016. We have also
sought to make wherever possible the least changes to existing county
divisions. This last point is based on the desirability of reducing the potential
for confusion amongst voters.
Our proposals then are for 8 divisions ranging in size from 8072 to 8749 which is
very similar in spread to the proposal from the Lincolnshire Administration.
Lincoln West (8514): This division is retained in its entirety for a number reasons.
The number of electors at 8514 is reasonable in comparison with other proposed
divisions, the overall city electorate and the constraints of the county average of
electors.
Natural and current local government boundaries are used to define the extent of
the division; the Fossedyke from east to west, and Ermine Street from north to south.

Socially, Burton Road and West Parade are important thoroughfares, shopping
areas and meeting places and they bring people together. An important example is
that West Parade is an important walking route into Lincoln for people living across
the West Common on Long Leys Road and to take primary aged children to school.
The four primary schools in the current and proposed Lincoln West division are used
by the vast number of families with very few indeed going outside and the same
applies to the use of doctor's surgeries. It is a pretty self-sufficient community.
There is almost no community congruence whatsoever between the Long Leys
Road and Ermine areas and local people will say that.
Lincoln North (8749)
Although the largest division under these proposals the number of electors at 8749
(at just over 7% above the county average) it is still considered to be reasonable and
acceptable acceptable when considered side by side with other proposed divisions,
the overall city electorate and the constraints of the county average of electors.
The proposed Lincoln North division seeks to keep together the two Ermine housing
areas which straddle Riseholme Road (the old Ermine Street) and recognises the
importance of Burton Road and Nettleham Road as two outer boundaries, together
with the city's northern boundary. Now included has been properties and voters to
the south west of the Christ Hospital School which is used by many local children. In
the extension to the existing Lincoln North division houses on both sides of the
southern part of Nettleham Road are included. The new Lincoln North division is
linked from north to south by radial roads into the city centre and residents in the
different communities share local bus services. This new division has strong coterminosity with 2016 City Council polling districts in Castle and Minister wards
Lincoln Glebe (8262)
The proposed Glebe division takes in the majority of the existing division Glebe but
without that part moved to Lincoln North and also includes more properties to the
south of Wragby Road. Wragby Road therefore becomes a unifying link rather than a
boundary. The large St Giles estate on the north side of Wragby Road is kept intact
within these proposals and the new division takes in the whole of the 2016 City
Council Glebe ward. To meet the electoral size figure a sizeable number of
households in the former Lincoln East division have been included in the new Glebe
Division whilst maintaining some good co-terminosity with polling districts in the 2016
Abbey ward. This new division is essentially a north-east division which includes
smaller housing communities around Lincoln Prison, the County Hospital and to the
north of the Arboretum. Arterial roads, like Wragby Road and Greetwell Road,
provide shared routes by car, cycle and bus into the city centre for residents from all
parts of the new division

Lincoln Central (8578)
Lincoln is 'tight- waisted' in the distribution of its housing stock across the city. By
that it is meant that in the north and south of the city, housing development extends
over a greater distance from east to west than in the southern central belt, close to
the railway line and river. That is the main reason for the creation of a Lincoln
Central division stretching from the City Council boundary in the east to the City
Council boundary in the west. This new division brings together parts of the old
divisions of Abbey, Park and Boultham.
There is much similarity in the socio-economic characteristics of residents in the
inner city areas of Monks Road, Sincil Bank, and the lower part of the High Street
and the housing stock is also somewhat similar. Monks Road provides a unifying
focus in the east of the division and the High Street in the south. Both are on major
bus routes into and out of the city centre. To the west of the division and south of
and close to the Brayford Pool and Fossedyke is student accommodation for the
University of Lincoln which is a community in its own right. All of these individual
communities share an inner-city location in the central part of Lincoln.
Boultham (8668)
The new Boultham division shares an east-west boundary with and to the south of
Lincoln Central and as a consequence also stretches from the City Council boundary
in the south- east to the City Council boundary in the south west. It is made up of
most of the old Boultham division together with parts of Bracebridge and Moorland.
It has strong framework of arterial roads running through the division which links
different communities to the city centre. Rookery Lane Newark Road and High Street
are on a major bus route and link those communities to the city centre. People who
live in the corridor from Boultham Aveue to the southern end of Newark Road share
similar housing stock and socio-economic characteristics. To the west and across
the river there is more mixed housing, mainly owner-occupation in the Boultham
Park Road area. Both these distinct communities make use of Boultham Park which
lies between them.
Bracebridge (or Lincoln South) (8275)
This new Bracebridge division has retained all of the existing Bracebridge division
and has been expanded to take in the south-wesr part of the existing Moorland
diviusion. Previously the eastern boundary was Newark but the enlargement has
introduced into the division the suburb of Swallow Beck which straddles Doddington
Road. Coterminosity with City Councils wards is strong. Properties in this new
division can justifiably be described as being in a suburban location. This proposal is
one where there is agreement with the Lincolnshire Administration submission.

Tritton (or Hartsholme) (8538)
This division comprises most of the former Hartsholme division., about a half of the
former Moorland division and a small part of the former Birchwood division. It is a
suburban location bounded by Skellingthorpe Road in the north, the City Council
boundary to the south, the Birchwood estate to the west and Rookery Lane to the
east. Skellingthorpe Road provides a link between the east and west parts of the
new division and Tritton Road (hence the name of the division) both provides a link
with the city centre and passes through the division. Regular public transport
provision also links the different parts of the community with the city centre.
Birchwood (8032)
At 8032 voters this is the smallest of the proposed divisions. It is located in the South
west corner of the city and forms the city boundary on a number of sides. It is not
possible to increase the size of the division by including land in nearby Lincoln
Boultham because there are no electors there. Extending eastwards would merely
be a question of robbing Tritton (or Hartsholme) to pay Birchwood. This proposal
keeps in one division the majority of the Birchwood estate, a mix of social housing
and owner-occupation. This division has strong coterminosity with the 2016 City
Council boundaries. This proposal is one where there is agreement with the
Lincolnshire Administration submission.

South Kesteven District Council
Grantham
Our proposal for the central divisions in Grantham is shown on the attached map and
is very similar to the proposal submitted by the Lincolnshire Administration.
Justifications for the minor variations will be sent shortly.
Stamford
Our option for two divisions in Stamford is shown on the attached map. The view is
taken that the total electorate of Stamford is just right for two divisions. But rather
than divide the town on an east-west basis we feel it would deliver stronger
community affinities to divide the town on a north- south basis so as to maintain
existing communities. Such a division would also fit with existing district boundaries.
Greater justifications for this position will be sent shortly.
Bourne
The view is taken that there should be a division which is wholly Bourne and the
second Bourne ward should have a rural hinterland as set out on the attached map
showing a Bourne East and Bourne West divisions. We do not favour an approach
which cuts up Bourmne like a pie so that each division in the town has an rural

hinterland. Rather we favour a division which strengthens the voice of the town and
provides greater accountability in representation. More justifications for this position
will be sent shortly.

Robert Parker
Deputy Leader of the Labour Group
Lincolnshire County Council

GRANTHAM
Grantham South East
SE should comprise the new District St Vincents Ward and part of the
town centre.
The part of the town centre it should include is:a. Great Northern Court (as now)
b. what was moved in the last District review from St Johns to St
Wulframs and from Greyfriars to St Wulframs. i.e follow the Polling
District boundary.
This area has a number of common issues with high density mainly
Victorian housing, low income households and issues around multiple
occupancy homes and a lack of on street parking.
The people in this area currently have no town council representation and
their voice is lost against those from the outskirts of town who have
conflicting requirements.
There are some small council/housing association estates however with
common issues including Riverside, Welby Everard Court, Great Northern
Court and Witham Place. All share issues with ASB, drug dealing, poor
maintenance and fly tipping yet are occupied by a majority of vulnerable
adults.
NOTE:
The Springfield Ward area, currently proposed west of the railway line i.e.
the bit around Springfield Road could go to Grantham SW or Grantham
SE.
It shares similar demographics with both. However if Grantham SE
includes the town centre it makes sense for the Springfield Rd area to go
to Grantham SW.
IF Grantham SE does not get the town centre areas described then it
should retain Springfield Road to keep a balance.
Grantham South West
Grantham SW should comprise Earlesfield and Springfield Wards.
It does not make sense to include Barrowby village in the Grantham SW
division. Barrowby is a totally different character and demographic
and should be treated as a village. Barrowby is not part of Grantham and
is located the other side of the A1
It is a self contained village with many of its own community facilities and
even has a different District planning strategy as a result.
It does make sense for Grantham SW to include Springfield as described.
If Barrowby goes the numbers will work.

Grantham North West
Should comprise Barrowbygate and Arnoldfield
They run either side of Barrowby Road and have much in common with
each other. There is planned expansion in this area with development
occurring.
They share the same demographics, similar housing and same issues with
traffic on Barrowby Road being a particular concern as well as a lack of
local provision
of community centre thanks to poor planning decisions in the past.
Grantham East
This division includes the Harrowby Estate and a contrasting significantly
more affluent suburb of Grantham. The two areas have little in common
but geographically it makes sense to pull them together.
However, it would make more sense to move some of Grantham East i.e.
the area between Belton Lane and the River Witham to Grantham North.
See Grantham North.

Grantham North
This division includes part of the town centre which ideally should be with
Grantham SE given common issues and demographics but the
fragmentation of
the town centre in the past and the location of the smaller Victorian
streets around Red Cross St are too far across town we believe to include
them.
Therefore whilst GN is not ideal it is about the best it can be without
completely revisiting Grantham and creating a town centre only division.
Grantham North should include the Grantham East area between Belton
Lane and the River Witham.
The sensory garden at Wyndham Park forms a focal point for the area and
the residents living around the junction with Belton Lane and Manthorpe
Road have similar
demographics and much in common with each other.

BOURNE
Should be split into 2 divisions - that reflect the District boundary
changes.
Bourne East and Bourne West
We believe the current LCC proposal has ignored the fact that Bourne has
got bigger.
The expansion has been recognised by District boundary changes but not
by LCC in its proposal for County Divisions.
LCC propose including Thurlby and Moreton but this does not make sense.
They are villages and whilst it made sense to include them in the past
whenBourne was smaller it does not now. The villages are
demographically different to Bourne.
We propose that the northern boundary of Bourne should start with the
northern boundary of Bourne and NOT the village of Morton
which has more in common with Hanfield or Rippingale.
If there is a need to change the boundary to tweak the numbers this
should be done by tweaking the north of Bourne.
STAMFORD
We do not agree with LCCs proposal for Stamford.
Stamford like Bourne should follow the District boundaries.
Stamford North - Comprising St Georges Ward and All Saints Ward
Stamford South - comprising St Marys Ward and St Johns Ward
There is demographically more compact ousing in the north of Stamford
and higher density housing.
As a result it makes more sense to split Stamford North/South rather than
East/West.

Charmaine Morgan
South Kesteven District & Lincolnshire County Councillor Charmaine Morgan
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