It is a prime concern that the village would lose the close relationship that has
been built up with the two councillors from SCDC Papworth Ward over several
years particularly with their support for the local flood defence scheme that
has recently been successfully implemented. From a ward that has several
very similar communities to our own the councillors are well versed in the
interests of the parish. Having two representatives provides a good degree of
back up and retention of knowledge that is particularly valuable.
There is a real and valid worry that within the ward that is proposed there will
be a conspicuous centre of gravity with one very large and rapidly expanding
village with two much smaller stable peripheral ones. This will produce an
imbalance especially as the interests of the villages are different, particularly
with regard to commercial activities. The Papworth Ward does not have nearly
so much divergence of interest.
With regard to local identities there is in general little collaboration or
interaction of interests with Swavesey. The concept of a ward as a community
in this instance is not realistic, and certainly in our view not a valid reason for
changing a boundary.
As part of the criteria for the determination of boundaries we note that the
electoral arrangements should provide for effective and convenient local
government. This certainly applies to the Papworth Ward where we believe
that the current situation provides this more than adequately for Fen Drayton
and a change of boundary is only a potential source of uncertainty and
unnecessary adjustment.
Last year there was a local proposal that a division be drawn up to comprise
Willingham, Over, Swavesey and our own parish. We pointed out that there
were no obvious advantages for Fen Drayton over those that we have
currently within the Papworth organization. This information does not seem to
have been promulgated further.
We are rather disconcerted that there is little consultation with us prior to
proposed changes and that the interests of our village are given little weight
relative to larger communities.
We trust that the overwhelming desire expressed by the Fen Drayton parish to
stay within the current boundaries will be respected by the commission.
Yours sincerely
Harry Webster
Chairman, Fen Drayton Parish Council

