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From: Grant Blowers
Sent: 03 April 2016 19:28
To: reviews <reviews@lgbce.org.uk>
Cc:
Subject: Electoral arrangements for London Borough of Bexley

Dear sir/madam
I am writing in my capacity as Chair of Old Bexley and Sidcup Constituency Labour Party and we would
like to comment on the current proposals that the Commission has put forward for the London Borough of
Bexley.
Old Bexley and Sidcup CLP has a membership of 367 across the constituency with our membership living
in Welling and the communities south of the A2; we have a good local knowledge of the areas as well as a
firm mandate of representation across these neighbourhoods.
St Mary &St James and Sidcup wards
The Commission's proposal for the large ward of St Mary & St James stretching from the A20 in the south
all the way up to the A2 in the middle of the borough covers not just a substantially large geographical area
but three very different communities. The inclusion of Cold Blow with Bexley Village is sensible and
continues the link that has already existed with the current St Mary's Ward. However including Foots Cray
and North Cray into the ward does not meet the "reflect community interests and identities and include
evidence of community links" criteria.
A separate ward to represent the community of Foots Cray needs to be urgently reviewed and included as
part of the final proposals; perhaps splitting the current proposal of St Mary & St James so that a one
member ward for Foots Cray and the Bedensfield estate of North Cray is created.
The Bedensfield estate of North Cray was a large council estate and part of the Ideal Homes scheme which
has more in common with the properties around Foots Cray than the more detached and larger properties of
Bexley Village and Cold Blow. Many people will shop locally at Foots Cray and not Bexley Village. There
is no direct public transport links from Foots Cray or North Cray to Cold Blow showing the differences
between the communities. Cray Meadows creates a very natural boundary splitting and isolating these
communities from Bexley Village allowing them to naturally develop differently both economically and
culturally demonstrating the very different aspects of the communities of Foots Cray and North Cray away
from Bexley Village.
Local members had discussed this at length and in particular the local members of Foots Cray and have
expressed dismay at the potential loss of identity, with many feeling extremely strongly that there is next to
no association with the communities of Bexley Village and that they would best be served by their own
council representation. This view is backed up by local members of the community. Today we undertook a
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small but representative petition and explained the plans to a number of local people. Although we were
only out for a few hours the strength of feeling is demonstrated with 50 members of the actual community
who will be directly affected signing and agreeing that Foots Cray and North Cray share no community
identity with Bexley Village and Cold Blow to the north and even Sidcup to west and agreed with us that
the area should have it's own political representation. The petition is attached as part of our submission.
For this to take place the proposed Sidcup ward should not include the area of Foots Cray. The south east
area of the current Sidcup ward proposals is very distinct and the communities are a highly tight knit
community which has little association with Sidcup. The new free school in Rectory Lane draws its intake
from the community of Foots Cray and North Cray and although it had been deemed as Sidcup's and
Bexley's first free school it has no representation from the Sidcup community and I speak as someone who
worked with the free school whilst they set up.
I hope that you see that the strength of feeling from the people of Foots Cray and North Cray is serious
enough for you to change your recommendation and allow a one member ward to be created to represent the
people and community of this area.
Yours faithfully,

Grant Blowers
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