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1.

On 23 March 19^3 South Ribble B0rouph Council asked us to make proposals

>
for changes to the boundary between the Boroughs of "outh Ribble and Chorley.

The

two councils had conducted a through going examination of their boundary as a result
of a request for chanre from Hoghton Parish Council. Both boroughs are in the
non-metropolitan county of Lancashire.

2.

Changes were suggested in five areas; at Hophton Parish, involving ribbon

development; at Clayton Brook involving a housing estate divided by the borough
boundary; at Cuerden Bulge, a sparsely inhabited are., of land;

at Leyland

Golf Club/Rose Whittle Farn involving a small area of land east o*1 the H6
motorway and at Moss Side involving new housing development.

3.

We considered the Borough Council's request in accordance with section

of the Local Government Act 1Q72.

We noted that the two councils had been

able to agree on a mutually acceptable boundary in three of the five areas
concerned.

These were Hoghton, Cuerden Bulge and Moss ^ide. We took note of

the views of the local residents and other interested parties and we considered
the effect of the suggested changes in terns of effective and convenient local
government.

4.

On the basis of the information before us we concluded that there was

sufficient justification for us to issue draft proposals based on the boundaries
agreed between the two councils at Hoghtcn and Moss **ide. We considered that
there was evidence to suggest that the Wa"! ton Summit Industrial Estate had some
affinity with the Clayton Brnok Housing Estate and we therefore decided to
adopt the boundary suggested by Chorley Borourh Council, which included the
whole of the Clayton Brook Housing Estate and the Walton Summit Industrial

Estate within the Borough of Chorley.

Although the two councils had agreed on

a mutually acceptable boundary in the Cuerden Bulge area we thought we should
explore the suggestion that the rural hinterland had more in common with
,Cuerden Parish in Chorley than with the Borourh of °outh Hibble and we
therefore decided for the purpose of our draft proposals to adopt a boundary
suggested by local residents.

5.

We decided not to include in our draft proposals any changes to the boundary

in the vicinity of Leyland ^old Club and Rose Whittle Farm, as we did not think
there would be any significant benefit in terms of effective and convenient
local government.

We also decided not to adopt a suggestion put forward by

South Ribble Constituency Labour Party which would have involved the transfer of
properties in the Gregson Lane area from Chnrley to South, Ribble;

despite the

contention that the residents of that area of Chorley aligned themselves
with South Ribbl'; we were not given any evidence of administrative difficulties
arising from the existing situation.

6.

Our draft proposals for changes to the boundary between the Borough of

South Ribble and the Borough of Chorley and our interim decision to make no
proposals in the Leyland Golf Club/Rose Whittle Farm area were announced on
13 April 19^4 in a letter to the two councils.

Copies of the letter were sent to

Lancashire County Council, the parish councils concerned, the Members of
Parliament for the constituencies concerned, the headquarters of the main
political parties, the Lancashire Association of Local Councils, the Chorley
and South Ribble Health Authority, the North-West Water Authority, the North
West Regional Office, Department of the Environment, local newspapers
circulating in the area, local radio and television stations serving the area
and the local government press.

Copies of the draft proposals were deposited

for inspection at the main offices of the addrensees of our letter. Comments
were invited, by 15 June 1984, on our draft proposals from those to whom details
were sent and by public notices from other members of the public and interested
bodies.

7.

In response to our draft proposals we received Tetters from eighteen

sources.

The North-West Water Authority had no comments to make on our

proposals.

South Ribble Borough Council, Chorley Borough Council and South

Dibble Constituency Labour Party all supported the proposal'relating

to the

Hoghton area.

7.1. South Kibble Constituency Labour Party, supported ny County Councillor
T Sharratt, expressed regret that we had not seen fit to adopt the proposal
they had put forward regarding the Gregson Lane area of Hoghton.

.p.

Our proposals regarding the Clayton Brook Housing Estate/Walton Summit

Industrial Estat-i attracted support from Chorley Borough Council, ClaytonLe-V/ood.s Parish Council, a body calling itself Clayton Libs., and Euxt<'n Parish
Council.

p

-.l. South Ribble Borough Council supported our proposal to transfer the

Clayton Brook housing estate to Chorley, but opposed the transfer of the
Walton Summit Industrial Estate, arguing that there was no good reason *"or
wholesale change in the area,

They were opposed to the transfer or the

Industrial Estate to provide rate incorie to support thn housing which was to
be transferred, and rejected the suggestion that the Estate's work force was
drawn from the adjacent Clayton Brook housing area.

8.2.

Lancashire County Council and County Councillor Sharratt both objected to

the transfer on the grounds that it would produce a poor standard of
representation in the two county electoral divisions affected.

8.3.

South Ribble Constituency ^abour Party were opposed to the proposal on the

grounds that the Clayton Brook area had more affinity with ^outh Ribble than
with Chorley.

They forwarded a petition signed by 250 residents in the Clayton

Brook area protesting at our proposals.

9.

In respect of the *Cuerden Bulpe1 area, we had based our draft proposals on

a scheme ^ut forward by a group of local residents.

Chorley Boroufrh Council

and a private individual wrote in support of this.

9-1. South Kibble Borough Council argued copently and in great detail that the
original suggestion put forward was superior to the one which we had adopted,
and they were supported by Farrington Parish Council.

9.2. Cuerden Parish Council supported part of our draft proposals but claimed
that if the complete proposals took effect their parish would become an agricultural
community of little significant size.

9.3- "he British Beef Company opposed our proposal on the grounds that they
would lose the services of South Ribble Borough Council;

services which had

evolved over a period of years and which contributed to the efficient and
profitabl" operation of their company in the area.

9«k. South Ribble Constituency ^abour Party opposed our decision to adopt the
sungestion put forward by local residents - to transfer a reduced area of land
from Cuerden Bulge on the grounds that it would be mere logical to follow the
line of the M6 motorway as the boundary.

10. Both South Ribble 3orouRh Council and Chorloy Borough Council supported our
proposals for the Moss Side area.

lO.l.Ulnes Walton Parish Council opposed the transfer of land to the Moss Side
area of South Dibble on the grounds that they would lose electorate and rateable
value,

*'hey suggested the transfer of a smaller area.

10.2.South~Ribble District Councillor Q.uinn, together with South Ribble
Constituency Labour Party and Moss Side Village Residents' Association, felt

that there was a need for increased representation in the Moss Side area,
which was already severely under-represented.

10.3-A private individual wrote to object to the transfer of land to the Moss
Side area of South Kibble, on the grounds that Chorley Borough Council tended
the grassed areas and the bushes on the estate where he lived far better
than South Kibble Borough Council.

11.

Euxton Parish Council were disappointed at our interim decision to make no

proposals for the Leyland Gold Club/fcose Whittle Farm area, but did not r>ut
forward any arguments in support of the transfer of the area from South
Kibble to Chorley.

12.

We have reassessed our draft proposals in the light of the representations

we have received, and we have decided to confirm our draft proposals in
respect of Hoghton, Moss uide and the Clayton Brook housing estate as our final
proposals.

With regard to the latter areas we could not accept the arguments

advanced by the Lancashire County Council and County Councillor Sharatt as
valid;

these were misconceived in seeking to use electoral considerations to

determine administrative boundaries.

If boundary changes that seemed desirable

in the interests of effective and convenient local government produced
unacceptable electoral effects then the renedy must lie 1 in a review of the
electoral arrangements to take account of the boundary changes.

We have also

decided to confirm our interim decision to make no proposals for the Leyland
Golf Club/Rose Whittle Far-: area.

12.1-We have considered the carefully prepared case put forward by South
Kibble Borough Council in respect of the-transfer of the Walton Summit
Industrial Estate to the Borough of Chorley.

We recognised the major

contribution SOuth Kibble Borough Council had made in promoting and establishing
the Industrial Estate.

We Accepted that the A6/M61 link road provided a

distinct boundary between the Industrial Estate and the Clayton Brook housing
estate.

We have therefore concluded that the arguments put forward by South

Ribble Borough Council outweigh those which persuaded us that the Walton
Summit Industrial Estate should be transferred to the Borough of Chorley, and
we have accordingly decided to amend our draft proposals so that the boundary
follows the line oririnaV.y suggested by South Ribble Borough Council, i.e. the
line of the River Lostock, Clayton Brook, the A6 trunk road, the A6/M61 link
road and the M6l motorway, leaving the remainder of the original boundary
undisturbed.

12.2.As far as the Cuerden Bulge area was concerned, we were originally
persuaded that the arguments put forward by the residents of the predominantly
rural hinterland of the Cuerden Bule-e proved that that part of the area had
more affinity with Cuerden parish in Chorley than with South Ribble; we
accordingly adopted the alternative boundary suggested by the residents for the
purposes of our draft proposals.

However, nn reassessing the matter in the

light of the comments we have received from both Chorley and South Ribble
Borough Councils and from other sources we have decided that the original,
mutually agreed proposal, which entailed the use o^ the Mf; motorway as the new
boundary between the boroughs nrovides a more viable long tern boundary.

We

have accordingly decided to amend our draft proposal in respect of this area,
and to use the ""ine of the- M6 motorway for the boundary.

12.3-We considered a suggestion nut forward by Ulnes Walton Parish Council to
adopt a revised boundary in the Moss Side area, entailinr the transfer of a
cm'iller area of land from Chorley to South Ribble;

although we had sone sympathy

with the views expressed by the Parish Council, we remained unconvinced that the
transfer rf a smaller area of land would be in the interests of effective and
convenient local e-overnment.

12.4.Following the issue of our draft proposals South Ribble Constituency Labour
Party reiterated their request **or th« transfer of a number of houses from
Chorley to South Ribble in the Gregson Lane area;

consultation with both

councils had elicited the response that no administrative problems had ever
arisen in the area.

The two councils had exanined this stretch of the

boundary as a preliminary to submitting their joint scheme and had concluded
that there was no need for change.

We saw no reason to depart from our

original decision on this matter.

13.

V/e were aware that, as a result of our proposals, the standard of

district electoral representation in both boroughs would be worsened.

We have

concluded that, in announcing our final proposals, there is need for further
reviews of the electoral arrangements for both boroughs.
shall be able to deal with these reviews expeditiously.

We hope that we
As far as county

electoral arrangements are concerned, our proposals produce a marginally
better standard of representation in South Ribble Borough, and an exacerbation
of an already poor entitlement for one division in Chorley Borough.

We are

prepared to consider undertaking a further electoral review of the county to
deal with this.

1^.

Details of our proposals are set out in Schedules 1-3 to this report:

Schedule 1 specifies the proposed changes in local authority areas and Schedules 2,
and 3 the consequential adjustments to the existing district and county
electoral arrangements,

"^he proposed boundaries are shown on the large scale

map being sent separately to your Department.

/
15-

Separate letters, enclosing copies of this report and of the large scale

map, are being sent to the South Ribble Dorough Council asking then to place
copies of this report on deposit at t^eir main offices and to put notices to tKis

effect on public notice boards and in the local press.

The text of the notices

will refer to ynur power to make an Order implementing the proposals, if you
think fit, after the expiry of six weeks from the date they are submitted to you;
it will suepest that any comments on the proposals should therefrre be addressed
to you, in writinr, preferably within six weeks o^ f-e date of the letter.

Copies

of this report, which includes a small scale sketch plan, ore also bein^ sent to
all those who received the consultation letter or who commented on the draft
proposals.
LS

SIGNED:

G J ELLERTON

(Chairman)

J G PC'.JELL

(Denuty Chairman)

JOAN ACKNER

TYRRELL 3ROCKBANK

G E CHERRY

K J L NEWELL

B SCHOLES

L B GRIMSHAW
Secretary
2P. March 1985

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND
PRINCIPAL AREA BOUNDARY REVIEW - FINAL PROPOSALS
BOROUGH OF SOUTH RIBBLE/BOROUGH OF CHORLEY
NOTE:

Where a boundary is described as following a road, railway, river
canal or similar feature, it shall be deemed to follow the centre
line of the feature, unless otherwise stated.

SCHEDULE 1
AREA A:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from the Borough of
South Ribble to Hoghton CP in the Borough of Chorley.

That area bounded by a line commencing on the existing Borough boundary on the
southern side of Hoghton Lane, thence southwestwards and westwards along said Borough
boundary to the unnamed road leading from Brindle Lodge to Lodge Cottage and
Hoghton Lane, thence northwestwards along said unnamed road to a point opposite
the westernmost point of the property known as Lodge Cottage, thence eastwards
to said westernmost point and southeastwards and eastwards along the northern
boundary of Parcel No 0004. as shown on OS 1:2500 Microfilm (B) SD 5927, date
of publication 1980, to the eastern corner of Parcel No 8607, thence due north
from said corner, across the A675 road, to the southern boundary of Parcel No 9909,
thence westwards along said parcel boundary to the southeastern boundary of Parcel
No 0014, thence northeastwards along said parcel boundary, continuing on OS 1:2500
Microfilm (A) SD 6027, date of 'publication 1968, to the southwestern boundary of
Parcel No 0026, thence southeastwards along said parcel boundary to the western
boundary of Parcel No 1612, thence southwards along said parcel boundary and generally
Boutheastwards along the southern boundary of the last-mentioned parcel to its eastern
boundary, thence northwards along said eastern boundary to'the northwestern boundary
of Parcel No 2812, thence northeastwards along said parcel boundary and
southeastwards along the northeastern boundary of said parcel to the southeastern
boundary of Parcel No 3531, thence northwards and eastwards along said parcel
boundary to the existing Borough boundary, thence southwards and southwestwards
along said Borough boundary to the point of commencement.

AREA B:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from the Borough
of South Ribble to Clayton-le-Woods CP in the Borough of Chorley.

That area bounded by a line commencing at the point where the. existing Borough
boundary crosses the eastern boundary of the A6 (Preston Road), thence northwestwards
along said eastern boundary to the southeastern boundary of the eastern carriageway
of the proposed roundabout junction between the said road and the proposed A6-M61
Link Road, thence northeastwards along said southeastern boundary to the southern
boundary of the Link Road, thence northeastwards and southeastwards along the
said southern boundary to the existing Borough boundary, thence generally southwestwards and northwestwards along said Borough boundary to the point of commencement.

AREA C:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Cuerden CP
in the Borough of Chorley to the Borough of South Ribble.

That area bounded by a line commencing at a point where the existing Borough
boundary crosses the southern boundary of the proposed Lostock Lane Extension road,
thence northwestwards along said southern boundary and westwards along the southern
boundary of Lostock Lane to NG Ref 55066 25088, as shown on OS 1:1250 Microfilm (Bl)
SD 5525 SW, date of publication Feb 1983, thence northwestwards in a straight line
from said reference to NG Ref 54985 25126, as shown on OS 1:1250 Microfilm (B3)
SD 5425 SE, date of publication Feb 1984, being a point on the southwestern boundary
of Watkin Lane, thence northwestwards along said southwestern boundary to the
existing Borough boundary, thence generally northeastwards and generally southeastwards along said Borough boundary to the point of commencement.

AREA D:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Cuerden CP
in the Borough of Chorley to Farington CP in the Borough of South Kibble.

That area bounded by a line commencing at a point where the easternmost point of
Area C, as described above, meets the existing Borough boundary, thence generally
southeastwards along said Borough boundary to the M6 Motorway, thence southwestwards
along said motorway to the southern boundary of Cuerden CP, thence westwards and
southwards along said CP boundary to that part of Bristol Avenue containing the
properties Nos 62-72, thence westwards along said avenue and southwards along that
part of Bristol Avenue leading to St David's Road, to the centre of the junction
of Bristol Avenue and St David's Road, thence southeastwards from the centre of
said junction to the western boundary of Clayton-le-Woods CP, thence southwards
along said CP boundary to the-existing Borough boundary, thence westwards, generally
northwards and northeastwards along said Borough boundary to the westernmost point
of Area C as described above, thence generally eastwards along the southern boundary
of Area C as described above to the point of commencement.

AREA E:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Clayton-le-Woods
CP in the Borough of Chorley to Farington CP in the Borough of South Ribble

That area bounded by a line commencing at the southeastern corner of Area D,as
described above, in the M6 Motorway, thence southwards along said motorway to a
point due east of the northeastern corner of Leverhouse County Primary School,
thence due west to said corner and westwards along the northern boundary of said
school to the eastern end of that part of Bristol Avenue containing Nos 62-72,
thence northwards along the end of said avenue and westwards along said avenue to
the southern boundary of Area D, as described above, thence northwards and westwards
along said southern boundary to the point of commencement.

AREA F:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Cuerden CP
in the Borough of Chorley to the Borough of South Ribble.

That area bounded by a line commencing at the southwestern corner of Area E,
as described above, on the western boundary of Clayton-le-Woods CP, thence southwestwards along said CP boundary to the southern boundary of Area D( as described
above, thence generally northwards and eastwards along said southern boundary to
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the southwestern corner of Area E, being the point of commencement.

AREA G:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Clayton-le-Woods
CP in the Borough of Chorley to Farington CP in the Borough of South Ribble.

That area bounded by a line commencing at the southernmost point of Area F, as
described above, thence southwards along St David's Road to NG Ref 55262 23213, as
shown on OS 1:1250 Microfilm (D) SD 5523 SW, date of publication 1971, thence due
west from said reference to the southern boundary of Area D, as described above,
thence northeastwards along said southern boundary to the point of commencement.

AREA H:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Clayton-le-Woods
CP in the Borough of Chorley to the Borough of South Ribble.

That area bounded by a line commencing at the point where the eastern boundary of
Area F, as described above, meets the southern boundary of Area E.as described above,
thence eastwards along said southern boundary to the M6 Motorway, thence southwards
along said motorway to the existing Borough boundary, south of the Leyland Road
interchange, thence generally northwestwards and northwards along said Borough boundary, to the southern boundary of Area G, as described above, thence eastwards along
said southern boundary and northwestwards along the eastern boundary of Area G,
thence northeastwards along the eastern boundary of Area F to the point of commencement.

AREA J:

description of an area proposed to be transferred from Ulnes Walton CP
in the Borough of Chorley to the Borough of South Ribble.

That area bounded by a line commencing on the existing Borough boundary at the
northern boundary of Parcel No 7730, as shown on OS 1:2500 Microfilm (Bl)
SD 5121, date of publication March 1982, thence westwards along said parcel
boundary and northwestwards and westwards along the field boundaries leading
from the last-mentioned parcel boundary to the eastern boundary of Ulnes Walton Lane,
thence northwards along said eastern boundary, continuing on OS 1:1250 Microfilm
(A) SD 5121 NW, date of publication 1982, to NG Ref 51393 21500, thence due west
in a straight line to NG Ref 51379 21500, being a point on the eastern boundary
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of the area of woodland lying to the west of said lane, thence southwards along
said eastern boundary to the southern boundary of said area, thence generally
westwards and generally southwestwards along the southern boundary of said area,
continuing southwards and northwestwards on OS 1:2500 Microfilm (Bl) SD 5121,
date of publication March 1982, and continuing-northwestwards along said southern
boundary on OS 1:1250 Microfilm (A) SD 5121 NW, date of publication 1982, to
the westernmost point of said area, thence westwards along the southern boundary
of the adjoining area of woodland, continuing on OS 1:2500 Microfilm (B) SD 5021,
date of publication 1970, as the southern boundary of Parcel No 9863, thence
westwards along said parcel boundary, to the western boundary of said parcel,
thence northwards along said western boundary, and the field boundary leading
northwards across Nixon Lane to the western boundary of Parcel No 9485, thence
northwestwards along said western boundary and the western boundary of Parcel
No 9100, continuing on OS 1:2500 Microfilm (B) SD 5022, date of publication 1983,
as the western boundary of Parcel No 86OO to the existing Borough boundary,
thence generally eastwards and generally southeastwards along said Borough boundary
to the point of commencement.

SCHEDULE 2:

Consequential effects upon the Wards of Clayton-le-Woods CP in •
the Borough of Chorley.

It is proposed that the parish wards, as defined in the Parish of Clayton-le-Woods
(Wards) Order 1975, shall be altered as

described below.

Clayton-le-Woods East Ward shall be extended by the addition of Area B, as
described in Schedule 1.

Clayton-le-Woods West Ward shall be diminished by the subtraction of Areas E,
G and H as described in Schedule 1.

SCHEDULE 3

Revised Borough electoral arrangements, consequent upon the proposals
described in Schedule 1.

It is proposed that the Borough Wards, as defined in the Borough of South Ribble
(Electoral Arrangements) Order 1975 and the Borough of Chorley (Electoral
Arrangements) Order 1975, shall be altered as described below.

AREA A,

as described in Schedule 1 shall be transferred from the All Saints

Ward of the Borough of South Ribble to the Brindle and Hoghton Ward of the
Borough of Chorley.

AREA B, as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the Walton-le-Dale
South Ward of the Borough of South Ribble to the Clayton-le-Woods East Ward of
the Borough of Chorley.

The said Clayton-le-Woods East Ward shall return one additional member to Chorley
Borough Council.

AREA C, as described in Schedule 1 shall be divided into two areas, as described
below.

Area Cl, to.be transferred from Clayton-le-Woods West and Cuerden Ward of the
Borough of Chorley to the Walton-le-Dale South Ward of the Borough of South Ribble:

that area bounded by a line commencing at the junction of the eastern and southern
boundaries of Area C, as described in Schedule 1, thence westwards along said
southern boundary to a point opposite the unnamed road leading from Lostock Lane
to Lostock Hall Continuation Hospital, thence northwards to and northwestwards
along said unnamed road to the River Lostock, thence generally northeastwards along
said river to the northeastern boundary of Area C, as described in Schedule 1, thence
generally southeastwards along said northeastern boundary and the eastern boundary
of said Area C to the point of commencement.
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Area C2, to be transferred from the Clayton-le-Woods'West

and Cuerden Ward

of the Borough of Chorley to the Walton-le-Dale West Ward of the Borough of
South Ribble:

that part of Area C as described in Schedule 1, not included in Area Cl, as
described above.

Areas D, E and G, as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the
Clayton-le-Woods West and Cuerden Ward of the Borough of Chorley to the
Farington Ward of the Borough of South Ribble.

Areas F and Htas described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the Clayton-leWoods West and Cuerden Ward of the Borough of Chorley to the St Ambrose Wesley
Ward of the Borough of South Ribble.

Area J.as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the Lostock Ward
of the Borough of Chorley to the St James Moss Side Ward of the Borough of
South Ribble.

AREA K

description of an area in the Borough of South Ribble,
proposed to be transferred from Walton-le-Dale South Ward to
Walton-le-Dale West Ward.

That area bounded by a line commencing at the point where the eastern boundary
of Walton-le-Dale West Ward meets the northwestern boundary of Walton-le-Dale
South Ward, thence eastwards along said northwestern boundary to the Path leading from
Brownedge Road to Lostock Fold Farm, thence southwards along said path to the
southwestern boundary of Walton-le-Dale South Ward, thence northwards and southwestwards along said ward boundary and northwards along the eastern boundary of
Walton-le-Dale West Ward to the point of commencement.
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SCHEDULE 4: Revised County electoral arrangements, consequent upon the proposals
described in Schedules 1 and 3.
It is proposed that the County Electoral Divisions, as defined in the County of
Lancashire (Electoral Arrangements) Order 1981, shall be altered as described below

Areas A

and B, as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the South

Ribble East ED to the Chorley Rural North ED.

Area Cl, as described in Schedule 3, shall be transferred from the Chorley Rural
North ED to the South Ribble East ED.

Area C2, as described in Schedule 3, shall be transferred from the Chorley Rural
North ED to the South Ribble North ED.

Areas D, E and G, as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the
Chorley Rural North ED to the South Ribble Central ED.

Areas F and H,as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the Chorley
Rural North ED to the South Ribble South ED.

Area J, as described in Schedule 1, shall be transferred from the Chorley Rural
West ED to the South Ribble South West ED.

Area K, as described in Schedule 3, shall be transferred from the South Ribble East
ED to the South Ribble North ED.
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