Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:
E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Stawley Parish Council

Comment text:
I am the Clerk of Stawley Parish Council in the proposed Brendons and Wiveliscombe
Ward and have been asked by the Council to make a submission on its behalf. The
Council is very pleased with the proposal to include the Parish within the same Ward as
the other members of the 10 Parishes of Wiveliscombe and believe that it cannot be
improved upon. We are not in the Brendon Hills and as the area is dominated by
Wiveliscombe wonder why the title is not Wiveliscombe and District but that is a minor
point that could occupy many hours of fruitless discussion.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Sarah Reed

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Watchet Town Council

Comment text:
Watchet Town Council note the draft recommendations.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

7/17/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

carol Collins

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Chipstable Parish Council

Comment text:
The Chipstable Parish council feel that the name for the new West Somerset ward should reflect the
importance of the town of Wiveliscombe as the local hub for the area. So, the name for this new
ward should start with Wiveliscombe., For example Wiveliscomebe and the Brendon hills, or
something similar. Not Taunton and whatever. I do hope you will be able to consider our views on
this. With thanks, Your sincerely, Carol Collins (Chairman, Chipstable Parish Council)

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13667
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7/17/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

David Gliddon

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Oake Parish Council

Comment text:
Oake Parish Council feel very strongly that they should not be included with Cotford St Luke.
Historically they have strong links with the villages of Bradford-on-Tone and Nynehead. These
include a shared primary school in Oake, Bradford & Nynehead Primary School; a shared monthly
Parish Magazine covering Oake and Bradford-on-Tone; a shared police beat covered by our PCSO as
well as being geographically more suited including suitable footpaths between the villages. Oake has
very little in common with Cotford St Luke - which is on the other side of the B3227 and
completely different in both size and character. The Parish Councils of Oake, Nynehead and
Bradford-on-Tone all agree that we are better suited as one district and we also have the support of
the current District Councillor in this view.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13684
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

19 July 2018 16:15
reviews
Electoral Review of Somerset West & Taunton

Dear Mark,
Following your letter of 3 July 2018, the comment below supports the proposal:
The Parish Council of Cheddon Fitzpaine ‘support’ the proposal to share District Councillors with West
Monkton. The alignment works well with the ongoing work on the recently ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan.
Best wishes
Jo
Jo Pearson
Parish Clerk
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7/20/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Bryan Howe

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Wiveliscombe Town Council

Comment text:
The Wiveliscombe Town Council debated the proposals at its meeting held on the 9th July 2018 and
would like the the name changed from Brendons and Wiveliscombe to Wiveliscombe and District.
Wiveliscombe is the third largest Town in the Taunton District and should therefore be listed first
also the Brendons is misleading as it cover a large area, so 'District' would be more accurate and is
the term you have used with other villages.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13731
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7/23/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Rosamund Griffin

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Wootton Courtenay Parish Council

Comment text:
Wootton Courtenay Parish councillors formally endorse maintaining Wootton Courtenay in the Porlock
Ward.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13737
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7/23/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Becky Howat

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Trull Parish Council

Comment text:
Trull Parish Council has no concerns and sees the proposed ward grouping with Pitminster as logical.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13773
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7/27/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Barbara Wellwood

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: North Curry Parish Council

Comment text:
North Curry Parish Council ask for the rural parishes of North Curry, Stoke St Gregory and
Burrowbridge to be a single ward. The issues faced by Ruishton, Stoke St Mary and Thornfalcon are
very different to the rural parishes, abutting Taunton, the M5 and/or the A358 as they do, and they
should have their own single ward member.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13821

1/1

CREECH ST MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Steve Altria
To;
Mark Cooper

est and Taunton)
Somerset West and Taunton)

LG BCE
50 Victoria St,
Westminster,
London SWlH OTL

Monday, 23 July 2018

Dear Mark,

LG Boundary Commission review of West Somerset and Taunton Council.
I write in response to your consultation to submit this Parish Councils views on the
Somerset West and Taunton review.
We understand that the Commission's Review proposes a 2 Cllr ward covering the Creech
St Michael and neighbouring Durston Parishes.
The Parish Council wishes to express its support for the creation of such a ward; with two
Ward Cllrs.
It would however highlight that this Parish's name is Creech St Michael and objects to the
suggested naming of Creech and Durston. There is no such place as Creech. The PC
suggests that the ward is either called Creech St Michael and Durston OR simply (as
Creech St Michael Parish will represent 7/S th of the ward votes) that the ward be called
Creech St Michael Ward. It Is noted that other much larger villages such as Ruishton don't
feature in their ward names as proposed but none other suffer a harsh abbreviation
proposed.
The PC looks forward to receiving your confirmation that a two Cllr Ward for Creech St
Michael and Durston Parishes is the outcome of your review.
sincerely,

Clerk to C

ichael Parish Council.

7/30/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Claire Richards

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Bicknoller Parish Council

Comment text:
At the Bicknoller Parish Council meeting held on 11 July 2018, it was agreed that the Parish Council
was happy with the proposals put forward with regard to the Bicknoller Ward.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13864
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

30 July 2018 14:52
reviews
Crowcombe Parish Council response
CPC boundary commission repsonse 30.7.18.pdf

Dear Sir
Please find attached Crowcombe Parish Council’s response to the Boundary Commission’s consultation on draft
recommendations for ward boundaries in Somerset West and Taunton
Yours faithfully

Claire Morrison‐Jones
Clerk, Crowcombe Parish Council
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Crowcombe Parish Council

Clerk : Claire Morrison-Jones

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
30th July 2018

Consultation on draft recommendations for ward boundaries in Somerset West and Taunton

Dear Sir,
Crowcombe Parish Council met on the 26th July to consider the proposed wards for the new
Somerset West and Taunton Council.
Whilst councillors acknowledged that the Boundary Commission has a difficult task ahead of it
redefining and expanding the ward boundaries, it was unanimously agreed that the new ward
boundaries should not be decided upon at the expense of Crowcombe parishioners.
Crowcombe Parish Council strongly disagrees with the new warding proposals suggestion that it
should be separated from Stogumber parish.
The Parish Council believes that the extensive historic relationships and strong current connections
between Crowcombe and Stogumber should be acknowledged by the Boundary Commission and be
reflected by ensuring that these two interdependent parishes remain in the same ward.
The following points are offered for consideration in support of Crowcombe Parish Council’s desire
to ensure the continuation of the unique bond that exists between these two West Somerset
parishes:
• Crowcombe and Stogumber are geographically aligned; these parishes lying each side of the
Doniford valley, between the Quantocks ANOB and the Brendon Hills, and therefore sharing
similar flooding issues which are now being tackled by the Doniford Natural Flood
Management project
• Crowcombe and Stogumber share common transport links to Williton and Taunton; the A358,
the West Somerset railway and the number 28 bus service
• Crowcombe and Stogumber schools are federated, with the facilities spread over two sites –
one in Crowcombe, one in Stogumber
• Crowcombe and Stogumber are in the same Benefice and share a vicar.
• Crowcombe and Stogumber face near identical economic and social challenges, with similar
economic profiles in terms of employment patterns and businesses. These challenges will

need to be understood by the District Councillor representing them and are far removed from
the challenges facing the more urban parishes such as Bishops Lydeard, which it is currently
proposed that Crowcombe is to be joined with.
• Crowcombe and Stogumber both face the prospect of the loss of identity by the renaming of
wards. The unique opportunities offered by this re-warding process should be grasped to
ensure that parish identities are embraced and celebrated, not lost in a generic, homogenized
label.
As demonstrated above, certain West Somerset parishes have unique, close connections based on
historic bonds that are carried forwards today and that will still prove to be just as relevant in the
future.
Crowcombe Parish Council asks that the Boundary Commission understands, and respects, the
established links between the Crowcombe and Stogumber parishes and will ensure that, by
reconsidering the proposed new ward boundaries, these remarkably similar parishes will not be
forced apart but can continue to be united together into a ward in which they can continue to share
their extensive social, economic and geographical similarities.

Yours faithfully

Claire Morrison-Jones
Clerk, Crowcombe Parish Council

8/2/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Clerk, Brompton Regis Parish Council

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Brompton Regis Parish Council

Comment text:
Brompton Regis Parish Council firmly supports the proposal that Brompton Regis be part of the
Dulverton and District Group. The parish is located within the boundary of the Exmoor National
Park. This is a very significant factor for our work, and for our district councillor, because of the
particular legislation, policies and priorities that affect the Park. Essential to our work, and that of
our district councillor, is a full understanding of the role of the National Park Authority as our
planning authority and of the policies which guide the National Park's work. Our parish, and in
particular the western side and the community of Bury, look to Brushford and Dulverton for
services. The only bus service within the parish links residents to Dulverton, and thence to travel
routes to Tiverton and Minehead. Our children largely attend early schooling in Dulverton. The
shops and services in Dulverton are well used by our residents who also enjoy opportunities
provided in Dulverton Town Hall. Another indication of our links with Dulverton and Exmoor is the
distribution of local newsletters - we are firmly in the catchment area of the locally provided
'Exmoor News'.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13915
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8/2/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Charlotte Hornsby

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Exmoor Parish Council

Comment text:
The Exmoor Parish Council are very pleased to be joined with fellow hill parishes and are happy
with the proposal.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13928

1/1

8/2/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:

Charlotte Hornsby

E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Withypool & Hawkridge Parish Council

Comment text:
Withypool and Hawkridge Parish Council wanted to remain with other hill parishes and so are very
pleased with the proposal and give it their full support.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/13929
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Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

09 August 2018 12:17
reviews
West Somerset and Taunton Ward changes
Somerset West And Taunton proposed wards Aug 2018.docx; Proposed ward changes per Tony
Brooks Crowcombe PC.xlsb

Please find attached a letter regarding the new ward arrangements for West somerset and
Taunton district.
I also attach a spreadsheet detailing the changes proposed by Tony Brooks Chairman of our
neighbouring Parish, Crowcombe.
Chris Bramall
Chairman Stogumber Parish Council
(Hard copies to follow in post)
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Thursday, 09 August 2018
Review Officer (Somerset West and Taunton),
LGBCE, 1st Floor,
Windsor House. 50 Victoria Street ,
London
SW1H 0TL
Sir,
I write as Chairman of Stogumber Parish Council, and with the support of all of the Stogumber PC
councillors, to support of the alternative warding arrangements as proposed by Mr Tony Brooks
Chairman of Crowcombe Parish Council.
The proposal, which is eminently sensible, that Crowcombe,Stogumber, Bicknoller, Lydeard St
Lawrence, West Bagborough and Combe Florey should form the South Quantock Ward should be
seriously considered.
These parishes have a great deal in common both geographically and demographically and we trust
that you will give the proposal due consideration.
In the boundary commission proposed model, Stogumber would be lumped together with parishes
which have little in common with ours eg: combined Schools, Church benefices etc.
I attach the spreadsheet detailing Tony Brooks proposal for reference although i am quite sure that
the same will be attached to a letter from Crowcombe PC.
Yours faithfully,
Chris Bramall
Chairman, Stogumber Parish Council

Enc

Proposed Wards
Electorate per Councillor

Ward
30 Watchet & Williton

5

Electorate per Councillor

2028

No of Councillors
3

Watchet
Williton
Sampford Brett

Bishops Lydeard
2
Bishops Lydeard and Cotford St Luke Cothlestone
Cotford St Luke
Ash Priors

Projected
Electorate
(2023)
3218
2593
232

2362
97
1600
133

Total
Electorate

Variance
(%)

Ward

30 Watchet & Williton
6043

Cotford St luke & Oake

4

Brendons &
Wiveliscombe

11 Milverton & District

24 South Quantock

2

2

1

1

11

Carhampton
Dunster
Withycombe
Old Cleeve
Washford
Roadwater
Nettlecombe
Monksilver
Clatworthy
Brompton Ralph
Elworthy
Tolland

802
695
231
431
702
383
144
94
74
162
52
63

4
3833

-5.82%

Huish Champflower
Skilgate
Upton
Ashbrittle
Stawley
Bathealton
Chipstable
Wiveliscombe
Fitzhead
Langford Budville

195
79
120
171
200
138
212
2498
195
399

Halse
Milverton
Nynehead
Oake

217
1109
317
578

2221

8.69%

377
552
399
310
304
192

2134

4.97%

22630

22630

1.42%

Bicknoller
Stogumber
Crowcombe
West Bagborough
Lydeard St Lawrence
Combe Florey

4207

3

1

Parish

Projected
Electorate
(2023)

Total
Electorate

Variance
(%)

Watchet
Williton
Sampford Brett

3218
2593
232

6043

-0.68%

Oake
Cotford St Luke

578
1600

2178

6.89%

802
695
231
431
702
383
144
94
552
52

4086

0.73%

Huish Champflower
Skilgate
Upton
Ashbrittle
Stawley
Bathealton
Chipstable
Wiveliscombe
Fitzhead
Clatworthy
Brompton Ralph

195
79
120
171
200
138
212
2498
195
74
162

4044

-0.30%

Halse
Milverton
Nynehead
Langford Budville

217
1109
317
399

2042

0.69%

Bishops Lydeard
Cothlestone
Ash Priors
Tolland
Bicknoller
Crowcombe
West Bagborough
Lydeard St Lawrence
Combe Florey

2362
97
133
63
377
399
310
304
192

4237

4.27%

22630

22630

1.42%

3.24%
19 Old Cleeve & District

19 Old Cleeve & District

No of
Councillors

-0.68%

5

4192

Boundary Commission Wards
2028

3.59%

Brendons &
Wiveliscombe

11 Milverton & District

24 South Quantock

2

2

1

2

11

Carhampton
Dunster
Withycombe
Old Cleeve
Washford
Roadwater
Nettlecombe
Monksilver
Stogumber
Elworthy

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

10 August 2018 11:52
reviews
Somerset West & Taunton review.
West Somerset & Taunton Wards consult.docx

Dear Sirs,
In response to the consultation, I attach a submission from Churchstanton Parish Council. Signed, hard copy is in the
post.
Yours faithfully,
David Gollin,
Chairman, Churchstanton Parish Council.
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Churchstanton Parish Council
Chairman: David Gollin

Clerk: Mrs. K. Collings,

10th. August, 2018
Review Officer (Somerset West and Taunton),
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England,
1st. Floor, Windsor house,
50, Victoria Street,
London SW1H 0TL.

Dear Sir,
Consultation on proposed Wards for Somerset West and Taunton.
We are very concerned about the proposed “Hatch & Blackdown” and “Trull & Pitminster”
Wards. We cannot find that Taunton Deane Borough Council included any of our previous
representations in their package of information that they sent to you.
We will consider only the geographic area covered by these two proposed Wards, so as not to
interfere with any of the other proposals.
It is clear that this area would warrant three members of the new council. Also that Trull
(excl. Killiams), which is difficult to split, warrants well over one member.
Your proposal to join Trull with Pitminster and Corfe, which are split from it by the M5, is
contrary to one of your fundamental premises. It is also a problem that the Taunton Deane
statutory plan has distinct, and very different, policies for land to the north of the M5 and
land to the south of the M5.
Your proposal leaves a “Hatch & Blackdown” Ward, which is long and straggling and
composed of Parishes which have no contact with each other. Hatch Beauchamp is separated
from us by the A358 and many of our parishioners have never been there. There is no public
transport connecting the Parishes of this proposed ward. The roads are narrow and winding
and none of them is included in the winter gritting programme.
We propose that there should be a single seat, “Blackdown” Ward, composed of
Churchstanton, Otterford, Pitminster and Corfe parishes. This would have an expected 2023
electorate of 2,021.
Churchstanton, Otterford & Pitminster have long formed the, historically under represented,
Blackdown Ward of Taunton Deane Borough Council. They know each other well. Corfe is
also well known and its addition would be welcome. Churchstanton, Otterford, Pitminster

and Corfe parishes, together with Buckland St. Mary in South Somerset District, form the
Blackdown Benefice. We have many activities together.
Churchstanton, Otterford, Pitminster and Corfe parishes all lie within the Blackdown Hills
AONB and are subject to the same Planning regime. We meet, and plan joint initiatives, at
the Blackdown Hills Parish Network. Although quite close to Taunton, many of our residents
look to Wellington or to Honiton for shopping, the cinema, the leisure centre, the public
library, dental care etc. and some for schools. Our Churchinford Community shop provides
an outreach Post Office service in Pitminster.
We propose that there should be a two seat Ward, “Trull and Hatch”, composed of Trull
(excl. Killiams), West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Orchard Portman,
Staplefitzpaine and Curland Parishes. This would have an expected 2023 electorate of 3,959.
All of these Parishes are very close to Taunton and look to Taunton for all their back up
facilities. The majority of the Parishes lie outside the Blackdown Hills AONB. Although split
by both the M5 and the A358, all the Parishes have strong interest in the upgrade of the
A358, the new junction of it with the M5 and the already identified major development areas
in Trull and around the A358. Although rather long and straggling, it is shorter than your
proposed “Hatch & Blackdown” Ward and has excellent highway connections.
This Council understands that the Parish Councils for Otterford, Pitminster and Corfe each
endorse the proposal for a Blackdown ward consisting of the four Parishes.
This submission was agreed by this Council at its meeting on 8 August 2018 and is Minuted
as Item 8 of that meeting.
Yours faithfully,

D. E. F. Gollin,
Chairman, Churchstanton Parish Council

Sent:
To:
Subject:

14 August 2018 08:48
reviews
Somerset West and Taunton Council

Dear Sirs
Further to our recent Parish Council meeting, I have been asked to respond to the Electoral Review of Somerset
West and Taunton: Draft Recommendations consultation.
Whilst Councillors were happy with the Boundary of which they would be included (Watchet and Williton) it was felt
that as Sampford Brett Parish would now also be included, another Councillor would be needed to fully represent
the area and the parishioners. This is due to the new building developments both within Watchet and Williton and
therefore the increase in population that will result from the developments.
Therefore, to confirm, the request from Williton Parish Council is that the number of Councillors to represent
Watchet, Williton and Sampford Brett is increased from 3 to 4.
Kind regards

Michelle Francis (Mrs)
Clerk, Williton Parish Council

01984 633979
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

14 August 2018 14:04
reviews
Electoral Review of Somerset West and Taunton : Draft Recommendations

Importance:

High

Hello
After considering the draft recommendations on the new electoral arrangements, including new
wards, ward boundaries and ward names Comeytrowe Parish Council would like to make the
following suggestions/comments:1 The name of the new ward covering Comeytrowe and Bishops Hull, should be “Comeytrowe
and Bishops Hull” and not “Bishops Hull and Comeytrowe” on the grounds that the Parish of
Comeytrowe has a much larger population and electoral roll than the Parish of Bishops Hull and it
would be consistent with the decision taken recently for the electoral division for our area, which is
“Comeytrowe and Trull” and not “Trull and Comeytrowe” for the same reason and was previously
agreed with the Boundary Commission.
2 The name of the new Council should be “Taunton and West Somerset Council” or “Taunton
and Somerset West Council” and not “Somerset West and Taunton Council” on the grounds that
Taunton is the major part of the new Council from a population and electoral roll point of view; is
the major town in the new Council; is on the major road and link network to and from the South
West; its importance to the whole; and had previously been granted “Borough” status. In addition,
the majority of people and businesses from outside of the new Council area would more readily
associate the name Taunton rather than West Somerset.
Thank you.
John Jenkins
Clerk – Comeytrowe Parish Council
This email has been classified as OFFICIAL by the originator.
This email and any attachments are intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. It may
contain personal and / or sensitive material and should be handled according to the principles of the
current Data Protection legislation. If this email carries a protective marking of OFFICIAL – PERSONAL
DATA, OFFICIAL – COMMERCIAL DATA or OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE in the header it should be handled
according to the embedded handling instructions, if not protectively marked it can be regarded as
OFFICIAL - UNCLASSIFIED.
If this Email has been misdirected, please notify the author immediately. If you are not the intended
recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on any of the information contained in it or
attached, and all copies must be deleted immediately.
Whilst we take reasonable steps to try to identify any software viruses, any attachments to this email may
nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus software has failed to identify. You should therefore carry
out your own anti-virus checks before opening any documents. Somerset County Council will not accept
any liability for damage caused by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or other document
supplied with this email.
1
All email traffic may be subject to recording and / or monitoring
in accordance with relevant legislation.

8/20/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:
E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council

Comment text:
Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council considered this consultation at its meeting on 8th
August. Concern was expressed about the size of the proposed South Quantock Ward, stretching
from the south of Bishops Lydeard to the south of Williton. In the interests of community cohesion
the Parish Council would prefer a ward which included Bishops Lydeard, Cothelstone, Ash Priors and
Cotford St Luke. It is the understanding of the Parish Council that such a proposal is also supported
by Crowcombe Parish Council.

Uploaded Documents:
None Uploaded

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/print/informed-representation/14411
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RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL: Mrs

H. Bryant MAAT. AILCM

20th August 2018
Review Officer (Somerset West and Taunton)
LGBCE
1st Floor, Windsor House
50
Victoria Street
London
SW1H 0TL
Dear Sir or Madam
BOUNDARY COMMISSION CONSULTATION SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON COUNCIL

The Parish Council accepts the recommended warding arrangements as part of
North Curry with two Ward Members. However, if, in the future, there is significant
development expansion of Ruishton & Thornfalcon Parish with the possibility that the
main A358 through Henlade is made a ‘local road’ only, (outcome of the Highway
England A358 Road Scheme) this Council would then wish to be a single Councillor
Ward.
The Council would like to strongly recommend that the present proposed name of the
ward of North Curry & District should be North Curry & Ruishton.
Yours faithfully,

Mrs Heather Bryant
Sent by email

Sent:
To:
Subject:

22 August 2018 09:45
reviews
New electoral arrangements fpr Somerset West and Taunton District Council

Good morning.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals for the new arrangements for the
above new local authority.
When the Town Council initially considered these proposals it felt that in view of its quite clear
separate identity, it would like to see a separate ward created for Rockwell Green. We were
therefore pleased to see that this is included.
In TDBC’s original submissions, the Council asked the LGBCE for any new Wellington town
schemes to be coterminous with that proposed for the warding scheme for the new district council.
However, the plans indicate that for some reason they were not. This Council supports the view of
TDBC and also strongly requests that the proposed Wellington Town Council warding
arrangements as set out in paragraph 81 of the recommendations be changed to ensure that the
town council wards are coterminous with those proposed for the district council in Wellington
(given that elections for the town and district councils are usually held at the same time) as set out
in paragraphs 57, 58 and 59 of the recommendations, with the names being the same for both the
district and town council wards to avoid confusion.
Many thanks
Greg Dyke
Town Clerk
Wellington Town Council

Right-click or tap and hold here to download pictures. To help
protect y our priv acy , Outlook prev ented automatic download of
this picture from the Internet.

Virus-free. www.avg.com
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Sent:
To:
Cc:

23 August 2018 15:39
reviews

Subject:

West Somerset and Taunton District boundary changes - Clatworthy

Dear Boundary Commissioners,
I write on behalf of Clatworthy Parish Council which supports your proposal to include Clatworthy and Brompton
Ralph in the Brendon and Wiveliscombe ward.
An alternative proposal, brought to the attention of the Parish Council this week, suggested these two villages be
included in a ward with Dunster. Clatworthy Parish Council strongly rejects the alternative as this is not in the
parish’s best interests. The council was disappointed that the proposers of this alternative (Crowcombe and
Stogumber) failed to show courtesy by consulting us beforehand. It feels this to be high‐handed, disrespectful and
demonstrates ignorance of Clatworthy’s long‐standing and strong links with Wiveliscombe. We understand that the
alternative proposal was made in the interests of these two other villages which regarded inclusion of Clatworthy
and Brompton Ralph in their ward purely in terms of head count.
Clatworthy lies only 4 miles from its neighbour, Wiveliscombe, whereas Dunster is 15 miles distant and, similar to
the proposers of the alternative, has no interest in or existing links with Clatworthy. The B3224 creates a natural
border between our villages as Clatworthy and Brompton Ralph face south towards Wiveliscombe whilst
Crowcombe and Stogumber are to the north, linking more naturally to villages, including Dunster, serviced by the
A39 and its feeder roads.
Clatworthy’s links with Wiveliscombe and beyond include:
 Local children attending nursery, primary and secondary education in Wiveliscombe
 Children being bussed in to attend these schools
 Community transport (the volunteer run Wivey Link) being Clatworthy’s only source of transport in the
absence of any public transport in Clatworthy and Brompton Ralph
 Lister House Surgery being the main source of health care for our rural community
 Most people shop in Wiveliscombe whilst community activities (such as fitness sessions, arts activities and
community lunches) help create further cohesion and reduce social isolation
 Clatworthy is an active member within the 10 Parishes of Wiveliscombe, sharing its spiritual lead in both the
Church of England and Roman Catholic faiths
 There are strong social links with Wiveliscombe and surrounding villages where support and interest in our
small parish events is evident, for example visitors to our village hall exhibitions and church in the biennial
10 Parishes Festival, the annual village fete and pancake races, and monthly meetings of the Women’s
Institute at Huish Champflower and their activities
The small villages in the Brendon Hills are currently disadvantaged by poor internet connectivity. Indeed, Clatworthy
and Brompton Ralph have been advised they will not be benefiting in the foreseeable future from any rural
broadband rollout, whilst mobile phone coverage is patchy at best. Being small and sparsely populated, both villages
already struggle to make their voices heard and get concerns addressed. Our current good relations with
Wiveliscombe and the Brendon hills villages, which already share and/or understand our needs, make us feel
reassured our voices are more likely to be heard than if we transfer to a different ward.
Clatworthy Parish Council urges the Boundary Commission to stay with its original proposal of including Clatworthy
and Brompton Ralph in a ward with Wiveliscombe. As a resident of Clatworthy this is my personal view too.
Yours faithfully
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Sally Moran (Chairman, Clatworthy Parish Council)
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 August 2018 19:31
reviews
ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON: DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS

For the attention of Mark Cooper ‐ Review Officer
Bradford on Tone Parish Council have discussed the draft recommendations and unanimously agreed that
the parish of Oake would be better suited to remain with Bradford on Tone. There is a general feeling that
the main arterial roads - A38 and B3227 - form natural boundaries and the two villages have the following
links with each other - shared school, same police beats, shared village magazine and most importantly the
natural geographical location.
Churches, schools and shops tend to be important community hubs around which communities develop.
The Parish Council sees little connection between Cotford St Luke and Oake. The established links in the
community are with Bradford on Tone and Nynehead and Oake.
The Parish Council ask that you take these comments into consideration when finalising your
recommendations.
Derrick Bott
Clerk to Bradford on Tone Parish Council
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Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

24 August 2018 08:56
Cooper, Mark; reviews
Local Government Boundaries Commission for England
20180726-Notes of Meeting Blackdown Ward PC Chairmen v1.docx; 20180821- Boundary
Commision Ward Change - Pitminster PC Reply v4.docx

Please find attached the notes and representation from Pitminster Parish Council, Taunton,
Somerset.
Richard Tyzack
Clerk to Parish Council

1

The Boundary Commission proposal to generate a Ward with Trull, Pitminster and Corfe in 2019
when West Somerset and Taunton Councils amalgamate is opposed by Pitminster Parish Council
for the following reasons.
Trull and Pitminster (not forgetting the Parish of Corfe) are very different environments - Trull is an
urban community with Pitminster/Corfe a rural community. Trull with shops, fibre high speed
broadband, access to medical facilities, schools and public transport; whilst Pitminster/Corfe has 3
public houses, 1 Tea Room, broadband that is almost non-existent in places, no public transport, no
schools and plenty of farms. As well as a geographical disparity between Trull and the Parishes of
Pitminster/Corfe, the resources they each need are at the opposite ends of the requirements scale their needs and requirements are totally different and, should they be linked together, potentially, a
high percentage of effort could be focused on Trull leaving the rural communities of Pitminster and
Corfe trailing behind.
Under the statutory criteria the warding process took into account 3 topics:
- Delivering electoral equality for local volunteers - i.e. a councillor represents the same
number of voters. This Trull, Pitminster and Corfe Ward has been generated because of its
mathematical neatness and has not taken into account the fact that Councillors' would have
a significant diversity of responsibilities if they were to represent all the electorate;
- Interests and Identity of the local communities - i.e. avoid splitting ties. This joining of
urban and rural communities and the disparity in numbers/area does not provide a balanced
approach - the proposed locations have a significantly diversity in community actions and
requirements;
- Effective and convenient local government - i.e. ensuring the Wards can be
represented effectively. The diversity of needs are diametrically opposite between Trull and
Pitminster/Corfe e.g. shops v's farming, ultra fast broadband v's dial-up broadband, public
transport v's villages having to rely on volunteer drivers to get people into the hospital for
their appointments, street lighting v's darkness and being able to walk to school v's being
reliant on a school bus service; additionally, the planning issues are very different.
Our research has identified that there are significant links between Pitminster, Corfe, Churchstanton
and Otterford. Not only are there historical links between the 4 parishes through the Blackdown
Benefices but they also are located in the same AONB, they each work together with the Blackdown
Hills Parish Network (which extends into the neighbouring Devon Parishes), they have similar
Planning Application limitations/constraints and rural similarities. Furthermore, generating a
Blackdown Ward to include those 4 Parishes would be geographically bounded by the M5, A358 and
the Somerset/Devon county boarder.
Furthermore, it is believed that the calculation of the projected electoral population of Trull in yr 2023
to be lacking in detail and foresight. The recent housing development of 170 dwellings (42/15/001)
were probably included in the projected figures provided by Taunton Deane in establishing the
numbers required for the Ward population figures; however, the Planning Application 42/14/0069 for
'OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION WITH ALL MATTERS RESERVED (EXCEPT POINTS OF
ACCESS) FOR A RESIDENTIAL AND MIXED USE URBAN EXTENSION AT
COMEYTROWE/TRULL TO INCLUDE UP TO 2000 DWELLINGS, UP TO 5.25 HECTARES OF
EMPLOYMENT LAND, 2.2 HECTARES OF LAND FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL, A MIXED USE
LOCAL CENTRE, AND A 300 SPACE 'PARK AND BUS' FACILITY ON LAND AT
COMEYTROWE/TRULL AMENDED AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED 04
SEPTEMBER 2015' has not been taken into account (pressure to recommend this Planning
Application is continually being sought). Should that Application be accepted, between 3000 and an
estimated 4000 electorate will be added to the Trull electoral roll. It should be noted that the
Planning Application defines the Plan as an Urban Extension and linking Trull with Comeytrowe thus further alienating the rural communities of Pitminster and Corfe. A prudent and proactive option

might be to join Trull and Comeytrowe as they are to be inextricably joined through this proposed
housing development.
Alternatively, Trull has more links with those Parishes that boarder the A358. The proposed
Highways development of the A358 through the areas around West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp,
Bickenhall, Orchard Portman, Staple Fitzpaine and Curland over the next few years would generate
significant issues that need a common leadership so as to provide a more efficient outcome.
Although those Parishes that are currently linked with Churchstanton and Otterford and are similarly
rural, they are more reliant on Taunton for resources and facilities. Furthermore, those Parishes of
West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Orchard Portman, Staple Fitzpaine and Curland have
direct lines of communication to Taunton (via A358) but have no direct link to Otterford or
Churchstanton. It is noted that the geographical link between Trull and the 6 parishes of West
Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Orchard Portman, Staple Fitzpaine, Curland and
Churchstanton/Otterford is very narrow but those 6 rural parishes are inextricably linked with the
urban environment to their north.
We realise that the disparity of the electoral balance in the surrounding Wards would require rework
but the current proposed Ward linkages are flawed. Therefore it is suggested that:
•

The merits of a Blackdown Ward is more than just pure mathematical mapping, it also
includes a commonality of interests. Linking the Parishes of Pitminster, Corfe,
Churchstanton and Otterford would (on the published yr 2023 electoral listing) amount to
2021 total electorate giving a -2.036% variance generating 1 councillor;

•

A Ward including West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Orchard Portman, Staple
Fitzpaine, Curland with Trull with an electorate of 3959 and a variance of -4.05% would
generate 2 councillors;

•

A Ward incorporating Taunton Town and their associated Ward Councillors with Trull is not
possible to calculate as we do not have access to the electorate numbers in enough detail to
provide a valued alternative. Furthermore, the linkages with Trull and Comeytrowe would
involve significant changes to those proposed wards and the wards surrounding them and
because of that we have not progressed this line of thought further.

Lastly, the Parish Councils of Pitminster, Corfe, Churchstanton and Otterford have been approached
and are in agreement that those 4 Parishes form a Blackdown Ward in yr 2019.
Therefore, Pitminster Parish Council objects to the current Ward Boundary of Pitminster joining with
Trull in the May 2018 proposal.
Pitminster Parish Council proposes that:
•

The parishes of Pitminster (791), Corfe (245), Churchstanton (698) and Otterford (287) form
the Ward named 'Blackdown' with an electorate of 2021 with -2.04% variance - generating 1
councillor .

•

A Ward is formed of 'Trull and Hatch' which is to includes West Hatch (235), Hatch
Beauchamp (496), Bickenhall (84), Orchard Portman (83), Staple Fitzpaine (141), Curland
(114) and Trull (2806) with an electorate of 3959 and a variance of -4.05% - generating 2
councillors NB: should Trull (Killams Ward - 153) be added to the Trull and Hatch Ward (raising the
electorate to 4122), the variance would reduce to -0.33% - and bettering the Taunton (all
unparished areas) variance calculations.

DRAFT
20180726-Meeting Blackdown Ward PC Chairmen
26 Jul 18
NOTES OF A MEETING - BOUNDARY COMMISION WARD PROPOSALS MEETING
HELD AT YORK INN ON 24 JUL 18
Present

Cllr Eric Newcombe
Cllr John Harrison
Cllr David Gollin
Cllr Michael Canham

Pitminster Parish Council
Corfe Parish Council
Churchstanton Parish Council
Otterford Parish Council

Item
(a)

Decision and Discussion
(b)

1.
Welcome
Address and
Introductions

1.
Cllr Newcombe opened by thanking all those in
attendance and explained that more clarification was
required regarding the recent Boundary Commission
proposal to generate a Ward to include Trull, Pitminster and
Corfe in 2019 when West Somerset and Taunton Councils
amalgamate and it would be advantageous to get the views
of those rural Parishes that it impacts upon.

2.
Comments on
the Boundary
Commission
Ward proposal

3.
Reason for
change

1.
Views were expressed as to the Boundary
Commissions proposal to mix rural and urban
requirements in the Trull, Pitminster and Corfe Ward.
2.
General consensus identified that rather than
mixing rural and urban communities, keeping a clear
distinction between the 2 would be a more efficient and
effective way in managing local affairs and issues. Each
Chairman identified a significant number of negative
observations that would impact on the broad spectrum
and diverse issues that an elected councillor, representing
the proposed Ward of Trull, Pitminster and Corfe, would
have to deal with.
3.
Jointly, the meeting agreed that an alternative
solution was required. Each of the attendees
independently had come to the same conclusion that the
generation of a Blackdown Ward to include Pitminster,
Corfe, Churchstanton and Otterford would provide a
significantly better alternative.
1.
Trull and Pitminster/Corfe are very different
environments Apart from Trull being an urban community
and Pitminster/Corfe a rural community, Trull has shops,
fibre high speed broadband, access to medical facilities,
schools and public transport; whilst Pitminster/Corfe has 3
public houses, 1 Tea Room, broadband that is almost nonexistent in places, no public transport, no schools and
plenty of farms.
2.

Alternatively, Pitminster, Corfe, Churchstanton and
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Instigator

Action
(c)

DRAFT
Item
(a)

4.
Proposed Ward
Changes

5.
Future Actions

Decision and Discussion
(b)
Otterford have historical links between the 4 parishes
through the Blackdown Benefice, they also are located in
the same AONB, they each work together with the
Blackdown Hills Parish Network, they have similar Planning
Application limitations/constraints and numerous other rural
similarities. Furthermore, generating a Blackdown Ward to
include those 4 Parishes would be geographically bounded
by the M5, A358 and the Somerset/Devon county boarder.

Action
(c)

3.
Trull has more links with Taunton Town,
Coweytrowe, and the Parishes that are around the A358.
Therefore, consideration should be given to linking Trull with
one of those areas rather than Pitminster/Corfe.
1.
In reworking the electorate figures (as provided by
the Boundary Commission) it was suggested that:
•

A Blackdown Ward linking the Parishes of
Pitminster, Corfe, Churchstanton and Otterford
would amount to an electorate of 2021 giving a
-2.036% variance and generating 1 councillor;

•

A Ward including West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp,
Bickenhall, Orchard Portman, Staple Fitzpaine,
Curland with Trull with an electorate of 3959 and a
variance of -4.05% and would generate 2
councillors. Additionally, including Killams Ward to
the Trull and Hatch Ward (raising the electorate to
4122), the variance would reduce to -0.33% and
bettering the Taunton (all unparished areas)
variance calculations.

•

A Ward incorporating Taunton Town and their
associated Ward Councillors with Trull was not
possible to calculate as we do not have access to
the electorate numbers in enough detail to provide a
valued alternative. Furthermore, the linkages with
Trull and Comeytrowe would involve significant
changes to those proposed wards and the wards
surrounding them and, because of that, we did not
progressed that line of thought further.

2.
It was proposed that each of the 4 Parish Councils
consider these proposals and submit their own individual
reply to the Boundaries Commission Consultation through
the website: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-yoursay/13249?bbox=276348,110614.5,333298,149914.5
Furthermore, a collective response from the 4 Parishes
should be generated - NB, these notes of the meeting
could be used to satisfy this last suggestion and
submitted independently of the 4 parish returns.
1.
Information should be provided between each of
the Parishes on an as-and-when basis.
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All Attendees

DRAFT
Item
(a)

Decision and Discussion
(b)
2.
To ensure a clear working relationship is
maintained between Pitminster/Corfe and Trull it was
suggested that Pitminster Chairman would contact the
Trull Chairman to apprise him of the meetings discussion
topics and proposed submissions.

6.
Arrangements
for Next Meeting

1.
With all observations and suggestion tabled the
meeting closed at 1945hrs. It was agreed that there
would be no need for future meetings unless further
clarifications would be required to reinforce this proposal.
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Action
(c)

Cllr Eric
Newcombe

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

24 August 2018 13:14
reviews
Somerset West & Taunton Wards.
Appendix 3 Responses.odt; Appendix 1 data.jpg; Appendix 2 data.jpg; Appendix 2 map.jpg;
Appendix 1 map.jpg; CPC proposal 23.08.18.odt; CPC repsonse 30.7.18.pdf

Importance:

High

To Review Officer,
Please find attached documentation about a proposal to promote a change in the warding of
Somerset West & Taunton Area to highlight what we think are fundamental errors in the wards
and promote a proposal more in liking to the area and which is more suitable to the communities.
The proposal is for more balanced wards in electorate size within the ward size and promotes
likewise communities together.
Many thanks in considering this,
Tony Brooks.
Chair Crowcombe Parish Council.
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Crowcombe Parish Council
e.mail : clerk.crowcombe@gmail.com
Clerk : Claire Morrison-Jones

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
30th July 2018

Consultation on draft recommendations for ward boundaries in Somerset West and Taunton

Dear Sir,
Crowcombe Parish Council met on the 26th July to consider the proposed wards for the new
Somerset West and Taunton Council.
Whilst councillors acknowledged that the Boundary Commission has a difficult task ahead of it
redefining and expanding the ward boundaries, it was unanimously agreed that the new ward
boundaries should not be decided upon at the expense of Crowcombe parishioners.
Crowcombe Parish Council strongly disagrees with the new warding proposals suggestion that it
should be separated from Stogumber parish.
The Parish Council believes that the extensive historic relationships and strong current connections
between Crowcombe and Stogumber should be acknowledged by the Boundary Commission and be
reflected by ensuring that these two interdependent parishes remain in the same ward.
The following points are offered for consideration in support of Crowcombe Parish Council’s desire
to ensure the continuation of the unique bond that exists between these two West Somerset
parishes:
• Crowcombe and Stogumber are geographically aligned; these parishes lying each side of the
Doniford valley, between the Quantocks ANOB and the Brendon Hills, and therefore sharing
similar flooding issues which are now being tackled by the Doniford Natural Flood
Management project
• Crowcombe and Stogumber share common transport links to Williton and Taunton; the A358,
the West Somerset railway and the number 28 bus service
• Crowcombe and Stogumber schools are federated, with the facilities spread over two sites –
one in Crowcombe, one in Stogumber
• Crowcombe and Stogumber are in the same Benefice and share a vicar.
• Crowcombe and Stogumber face near identical economic and social challenges, with similar
economic profiles in terms of employment patterns and businesses. These challenges will

need to be understood by the District Councillor representing them and are far removed from
the challenges facing the more urban parishes such as Bishops Lydeard, which it is currently
proposed that Crowcombe is to be joined with.
• Crowcombe and Stogumber both face the prospect of the loss of identity by the renaming of
wards. The unique opportunities offered by this re-warding process should be grasped to
ensure that parish identities are embraced and celebrated, not lost in a generic, homogenized
label.
As demonstrated above, certain West Somerset parishes have unique, close connections based on
historic bonds that are carried forwards today and that will still prove to be just as relevant in the
future.
Crowcombe Parish Council asks that the Boundary Commission understands, and respects, the
established links between the Crowcombe and Stogumber parishes and will ensure that, by
reconsidering the proposed new ward boundaries, these remarkably similar parishes will not be
forced apart but can continue to be united together into a ward in which they can continue to share
their extensive social, economic and geographical similarities.

Yours faithfully

Claire Morrison-Jones
Clerk, Crowcombe Parish Council

Crowcombe Parish Council
e.mail : clerk.crowcombe@gmail.com
Clerk : Claire Morrison-Jones

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England
23rd August 2018
Consultation on draft recommendations for Ward Boundaries in Somerset West and
Taunton
Dear Sirs,
Crowcombe Parish Council met on 26th July to consider the proposed wards for the
new Somerset West and Taunton Council. In a letter dated 30th July, which is included, the
council acknowledged the difficult task you had in redefining and expanding the ward
boundaries but expressed strong disagreement to the separation of the parishes of
Crowcombe and Stogumber into different wards. The main concerns expressed in the
letter included the impact a separation would have on the local school which has sites in
both Crowcombe and Stogumber, the shared transport connections, the same Benefice
with shared rector and being geographically aligned.
With this in mind, Crowcombe Parish Council would like to put forward a proposal
for you to consider in realigning the ward boundaries to bring Crowcombe and Stogumber
into the same ward. The proposal (Appendix Two) pulls together six parishes to create the
South Quantock Ward. This brings together three parishes from West Somerset and three
from Taunton Deane. To outline the main focus of the proposal is that Bishops Lydeard,
Cothlestone and Ash Priors have been removed from the South Quantock ward and
placed within their own ward along with Cotford St Luke. Thus meaning that South
Quantock is made up of a number of smaller communities which have a number of
common interests including all being rural tight knit communities and having common
transport links through the A358 and Number 28 bus service. These parishes all have a
proportionate electorate comparitive to their parish size.
The Draft Recommendation (Appendix One) sees the South Quantock ward have
two elected councillors. The combined electorate of Bishops Lydeard, Ash Priors and
Cothlestone would give a majority electorate of 61% thus raising concerns regarding the
representation of the rest of the ward, especially as the areas are over 12 miles apart and
have very different needs and outlooks. The proposal would bring together Bishops
Lydeard and Cotford St Luke which are geographically adjacent to each other, have strong
historical links as well as having a similar demographic. This proposal would give the
Bishops Lydeard and Cotford St Luke ward two councilors which come from the immediate
area and therefore have a strong understanding of the needs and concerns of the
electorate, thus allowing them to better represent their community.

Crowcombe Parish Council has contacted their surrounding parishes and has
gained support from Bicknoller, Stogumber, Bishops Lydeard and Lydeard St Lawrence
and Tolland (Appendix Three). The present District Councillor for Crowcombe and
Stogumber also supports the proposal as does the Taunton Deane councillor for Bishops
Lydeard. The Parish Council from Oake are in agreeance with the proposal of being
included in the Milverton and District ward. These small changes with other wards does
not have a detrimental effect within their areas, it has the opposite effect as it will bring the
communities together, allow the wards to be more balanced with parishes which have
similar communities, focus and needs and would ensure councillors would be more in
touch with their electorate providing a balanced and effective service.
Bishops Lydeard and Cotford St Luke are growing parishes with many changes and
developments taking place, we believe they would thrive and grow stronger together with
councillors who understand and live in the area able to represent their electorate to the
best of their abilities. The proposed South Quantock Ward parishes would have the
opportunity to work closely together fostering and embracing the social and economic
achievements, whilst working together to deal with any challenges they face as a united
group with a similar outlook, something very different to the challenges faced by the more
suburban environment of Bishops Lydeard and Cotford St Luke.
Please may I thank you in advance for looking at this proposal along with the facts
and reasons behind it, coming not only from Crowcombe but also the surrounding
parishes. This proposal has been completed with a vast knowledge and understanding of
the Somerset West and Taunton Council area, I have lived within the area for over 50
years and have represented Crowcombe residents for eight years as a Parish Councillor. I
have seen the evolution of many villages and parishes during this time and wish to ensure
they thrive as small communities under the positive changes which are being made by this
proposal.
Yours faithfully

Tony Brooks
Chair of Crowcombe Parish Council

Appendix 3

Responses from other Parish Councils.
Response from Chris Bramell, Chairman Stogumber Parish Council.

Hi Anthony
Thank you, yes I did, and I have sent a letter extolling it’s virtues and supporting it, to the boundary
commissioners, both as a letter and as an email.
Hoping for a positive response!
Regards,
Chris

Response from Chris Warren, Chairman Bicknoller Parish Council.

Good Morning Tony
I completely agree with your opinion that joining Bishops Lydeard would not be in the best interests
for any of the rural villages. I also agree that incorporating the parishes you suggest would be the
best way forward.
Best regards
Chris Warren

Response from Jonathan Marshall, Chairman Lydeard St. Lawrence & Tolland Parish Council.

Evening Tony,
Having canvassed my Parish Council for their opinion I can state that Lydeard St Lawrence and
Tolland Parish Council are firmly in favour of Crowcombe Parish Council's proposed changes to
the Boundary Commission's proposal for the new Wards for Taunton and West Somerset.
Best wishes,
Jonathan

Response from Bishops Lydeard Parish Council via email from Taunton Deane Councillor.

I put the Crowcombe Parish Council proposals to Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council
(which I am a member of) on Wednesday evening because I thought they should be aware of this as
it was directly relevant. The Parish Council like the proposed Lydeard and Cotford Ward rather
better than the currently proposed South Quantock Ward and intend to notify the Boundary
Commission of their support for the Crowcombe PC proposal.

Sent:
To:
Subject:

26 August 2018 11:18
reviews
Taunton Deane Somerset

I represent Milverton Parish Council and wish to make the following comments on the proposed review.
1. Milverton Parish Council is broadly happy with the new ward boundaries proposed by the Commission and has no
objection to them.
2. In the middle of the consultation period Milverton Parish Council was made aware of a detailed representation
from a Crowcombe resident (the Parish Council Chairman but the proposal has not been minuted as approved by
Crowcombe Parish Council).which entailed a major moving around of ward boundaries as far away as Wellington
including Milverton..
As this came between meetings the matter was discussed by the Milverton Parish Council Urgency Committee and it
was not supported. Indeed it was agreed to formally object to this amended proposal as part of the Parish Council
submission..
Whilst writing I must refer to your consultation website which I found disappointing.
My postcode
was apparently 'not found in this area'!
Secondly your page node/8513 the Taunton Deane Residents page says that submissions can be made using the
'Have Your Say' link. Unfortunately there was no link on the page I accessed (using Google Chrome) hence this email.
Regards
Gwilym Wren
Clerk to the Parish Council
Visit our website Milvertonpc.org.uk for more information
Supporting Milverton Diary
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

27 August 2018 12:22
reviews
Electoral Review of Somerset West and Taunton

Dear Sir or Madam
Electoral Review of Somerset West and Taunton
West Buckland Parish Council has no objections to the warding arrangements for the Monument Ward.
Regards
Jill Larcombe
Clerk to West Buckland Parish Council
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

27 August 2018 20:01
reviews
ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON - DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS

For the attention of Mark Cooper ‐ Review Officer
Selworthy and Minehead Without Parish Council confirms the need for a strong community connection, which
already exists between the coastal parishes to the west of Minehead as well as Luccombe and Wootton Courtenay.
Derrick Bott
Clerk to Selworthy and Minehead Without Parish Council
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Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

28 August 2018 15:09
reviews
Somerset West and Taunton Council - new electoral arrangements
WHPC response to Proposed Ward Changes.docx

Please find attached the response from West Hatch PC in respect of the above consultation.
Regards
Gillian Midworth
Clerk to West Hatch PC

1

Proposed Ward Changes: Taunton Deane and West Somerset
Response from West Hatch Parish Council (WHPC)
1.

In view of reduced funding from Central Government, WHPC recognizes the
need for economies to be made and approves the reduction of the number
of councilors and the resulting increase in Ward size.

2.

WHPC has studied the proposed changes in Ward boundaries and approves
the new Proposals. These arrangements associate WHPC with similar rural
communities in a contiguous grouping along the south-east border of the
new authority. The communities are linked by suitable roads, e.g. via Staple
Hill, alongside Buckland St Mary and across the B3170 into Otterford
Parish.

3.

WHPC recognizes that linking parishes to provide close to the average
electorate number for the new Wards is a formidable task and
congratulates the proposers in producing the Hatch and Blackdown Ward
with acceptable numbers.

4.

It has come to the attention of WHPC that there has been a counter
proposal suggesting that parishes in the ‘Hatch’ part of the proposed new
Ward should rather be linked with Trull and Killams. WHPC objects to this
proposal on the following grounds:i.

ii.
iii.

iv.
v.

vi.

The demographic of Trull and Killams is completely different from
West Hatch. Trull and Killams are essentially urban extensions of
Taunton and growing rapidly whereas West Hatch is a rural
community with stable numbers.
The difference in numbers between Trull and the parishes of
“Hatch” is such that the rural parishes would be without
representation in the new Authority.
The transport link with Trull from ‘Hatch’ requires circuitous access
through the busy streets of Taunton itself compared with the
relatively quiet link along the Staple Hill Road, which fairly directly
joins the ‘Hatch’ parishes with Otterford and Churchstanton and
which forms the boundary with South Somerset.
Arguments related to splitting parishes on ecclesiastical lines do not
carry much weight. Several parishes in the ‘Hatch’ benefice are in
South Somerset!
Similarly arguments related to the Blackdown AONB are not
sustainable since some parishes in ‘Hatch’ are also within the
Blackdown AONB and regard themselves as part of the Blackdowns.
Hence they make an obvious association with Otterford and
Churchstanton.
If the “Hatch’ part were to be separated from Otterford and
Churchstanton, of necessity it is essential that WHPC be associated
with other rural communities, e.g. Stoke St. Mary, Thornfalcon.

5. In conclusion, WHPC has no objections to the present proposal for Ward
boundary changes for the new TDBC/WSC Authority, which include our
Parish in the Hatch & Blackdown Ward.
West Hatch Parish Council,
23rd August 2018

8/29/2018

Local Government Boundary Commission for England Consultation Portal

Somerset West and Taunton Council
Personal Details:
Name:
E-mail:
Postcode:
Organisation Name: Corfe Parish Council

Comment text:
These are the views of the Corfe Parish Council agreed at their meeting on July 3rd 2018. The
meeting authorised me to make these representations on their behalf. Councillor
1.
Corfe Parish Council strongly objects to the Taunton Deane Borough Council proposal for a new
ward to incorporate the parishes of Corfe, Pitminster and Trull. Reason: Trull is a suburban parish
with completely different issues and problems from those facing the rural parishes of Corfe and
Pitminster. 2.Corfe Parish Council supports the creation of a new Blackdown ward comprising
Churchstanton, Corfe, Otterford and Pitminster parishes. Reasons: the parishes are geographically
and socially connected and have existing links through the Church of England Blackdown Benefice,
the Blackdown Parish Network, and the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The
issues which face the parishes are similar, and may well become more pressing in the light of
spending restrictions faced by the new council, and the infrastructure needs of the fast-growing
urban centre of Taunton. The elected member(s) for the suggested new Blackdown ward should be
better-placed to represent the electorate's views and needs.
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Comment text:
It make no sense to include our Sampford Brett parish in a ward with Watchet and Willition other
than to balance the numbers. We are a small rural village and face very different issues to these
larger communities. Our social ties are much stronger with the adjacent villages - particularly
Crowcombe, Bicknoller, Stogumber and Monksilver. We have seen Crowcombe Parish Council's
suggestions for revised boundaries for South Quantock and Old Cleeve & District Wards and
recommend that we are included in either of these. Justification for this recommendation is provided
in the attached document.
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