1.

Introduction & BFA Position on Ward Boundary Changes
This submission is made by the Bear Flat Association (BFA), a community and resident’s
association acting for the residents of Bear Flat. The submission is being made in
response to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England’s (LGBCE’s) draft
recommendations1 in which Bear Flat, currently lying within Lyncombe Ward, will be
divided across three wards, namely Lyncombe, Widcombe and Oldfield.
The draft recommendations state that the three statutory considerations2 of the
Commission in defining the ward boundaries are to:
1. improve electoral equality by equalising the number of electors each councillor
represents;
2. reflect community identity and interests;
3. provide for effective and convenient local government.
Whilst the first criterion may have been met by the draft proposal, we believe
emphatically that the second two criteria have not, and that the draft proposal is not in
the interest of the Bear Flat community.
We completely understand that the process of redefining boundaries to reduce the
number of Bath councillors and to ‘equalise’ the numbers of voters between wards must
be difficult and complex. It is not helpful for the BFA simply to complain. Therefore, we
have taken the approach of considering a number of options in addition to the LGBCE
draft recommendation to assess whether these might better meet the LGBCE criteria and
that would be acceptable to the Bear Flat community.
Regardless of the final boundary decision, it is the BFA’s position, arising from the
discussions with and a survey of the Bear Flat residents, that the Bear Flat community
must not be split between wards but remain a united community.
We have taken note of the LGBCE’s requirement that submissions should be supported by
evidence3. We believe that our submission shows solid evidence to support our position,
drawing from:
•
•
•
•
•

An understanding of the Bear Flat community over years of community service
through our various community groups;
A knowledge of the history of Bear Flat through our history group;
Regular contact with the community, for example through our monthly
newsletter;
Results of a quantitative and qualitative survey of residents on the ward boundary
proposal and options (discussed in Section 5.1)
An open meeting held on 9.2.18 to discuss the ward boundary proposal and
options (discussed in Section 5.2)

1

Draft recommendations on the new electoral arrangements for Bath and North East Somerset Council,
December 2017.
2
Electoral Reviews. Technical Guidance. April 2014, para 3.5
3
Electoral Reviews. Technical Guidance. April 2014, para 5.4.
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2.

Community

2.1

What is Bear Flat?
Evidence supplied to us during an electoral review can take a number of forms. Perhaps the most
straightforward is that which is based on geographic considerations or communication / transportation links.
………. Parks and recreation grounds may, on the face of it, provide natural breaks between communities but
they can also act as focal points. Similar considerations apply to main roads that are also the location of
local shopping centres4.

The central argument for our objection to the LGBCE draft proposal is that Bear Flat is a
self-contained community.
Bear Flat is situated in the north of Lyncombe Ward. It is centred around the northern
section of Wellsway (the A367, roughly from Hayes Place to St Luke’s Church) and
corresponds approximately with polling district B-LY3 (see map below).

In terms of points of the compass:
•
•
•
•

To the east of Wellsway lie the streets between Beechen Cliff Road (to the north)
and Devonshire Buildings (to the south), including the Edwardian housing estate
known as Poets Corner (or abbreviated to ‘the Poets’).
To the west lie the streets of Bloomfield Avenue, Maple Grove and Maple Gardens
as well as the eastern most parts of Oldfield Road.
To the north lie Hayes Place, Hayesfield Park and the upper reaches of Holloway,
including Magdelene Avenue and Park Avenue
To the south lie Bloomfield Road, St Luke’s Road, Hatfield Road and the first
stretches of Greenway Lane.

Alexandra Park, the associated Lyncombe Farm allotments and Beechen Cliff School
occupy the Beechen Cliff hill top to the east side of Bear Flat. Although they currently lie
4
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within Widcombe ward, both are intimately associated with Bear Flat. The access to both
is via Shakespeare and Kipling Avenues. The Friends of Alexandra Park maintain and
organise events in Alexandra Park, with volunteers drawn from the surrounding area,
including Bear Flat. The BFA organises an annual ‘Carols in the Park’ each December. The
northern edge of Alexandra Park is a north facing cliff that forms a spectacular natural
boundary to Bear Flat. The Lyncombe Farm allotments are used mainly by the residents of
Bear Flat and are active in their management with N&NES Parks Dept. Pupils and parents,
teachers and retired teachers of Beechen Cliff School live on Bear Flat. Travel issues
associated with the school are of particular concern to Bear Flat and intimately associated
with the more general Bear Flat transport scene.
“Alexandra Bowling Club - We occupy a central position in Alexandra Park and are
probably the main users of the Park. We have always considered ourselves linked to the
Lyncombe Ward and the Poets area. Local councillors have always supported the Club. We
would prefer the current arrangement to continue. We currently have no members or links
with the Widcombe Ward” On-Line Survey Response
Bear Flat is pretty much self-defining. People in the area shop in Bear Flat or go to one of
the pubs. They have allotments at Lyncombe Farm (adjoining Alexandra Park) or
Bloomfield. Wellsway is a busy shopping area and a major bus route, with buses going
down into the City Centre as well as out to surrounding towns and villages. The
community is served by a Methodist and a CoE church and by cafes, restaurants and pubs.
Visitors know the flat area as the first step out of Bath, running for a few hundred yards
along Wellsway before climbing again. The Bear Flat Association (see section 2.2 below)
draws its members from across the area. Though Bear Flat is not matched exactly to the
Lyncombe ward boundary, it follows it to a large extent and the similarity suggests that
the current ward boundary accurately reflects the community5.

Wellsway is a busy shopping centre and transport link that unites the Bear Flat community
Introducing its Placemaking Plan, B&NES identified a number of neighbourhoods, such as
Bear Flat, with strong communities and key amenities, as:
“The most characterful of the local centres have evolved from the centres of
outlying villages that became absorbed during the 20th century suburban
expansion of the city ……. or are embedded within the Georgian city ……...

5

When the formation of the BFA was discussed, its geographical coverage was based purely on
what was deemed to be the Bear Flat community. Its rough alignment with the northern part of
Lyncombe Ward was coincidental and only became apparent with the emerging issue of councillor
responsibility.
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Equally vibrant are Chelsea Road and Bear Flat situated within Victorian
suburban development6”.
The Placemaking Plan map of local centres below shows the important position Bear Flat
commands in a densely-populated area of South Bath, composed mainly of terraced
Victorian houses and Edwardian villas. Moorland Road, Bear Flat and Widcombe Parade
form a part of two- or three-councillor wards, but their integrity as local centres must be
preserved in the new configuration, as it is at present.

2.2

Community Representation - The Bear Flat Association
Rather more complex is evidence that seeks to persuade us of a particular view on community identity when
proposals for ward boundaries are put forward. It is occasionally said that the local community is totally
opposed to a particular proposal. But what is the community, how representative of the community is the
respondent and what consultation has he or she undertaken before writing to us? The best evidence of
community identity is that which comes from community interactions taken outside of the context of
electoral review. For example, longstanding residents’ associations will have records of their activity and the
extent of community involvement in those activities7.

The Bear Flat Association is a community / residents’ association established in 2012 to
represent the Bear Flat community. At the time of writing it has 213 member households,
probably in excess of 400 electors. Its forerunner, the Bear Flat Community Association,
was set up some 25 years ago and set up many sports clubs, ran social events and
organised outings. The current BFA runs a community market, puts on carol singing in
Alexandra Park each Christmas, dances and quiz nights, runs a Good Garden scheme and
wine-tasting events, and has arranged for residents to open their gardens to the public at
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the same time as the Bear Flat Artists open their homes. It runs public meetings to discuss
local issues and ran hustings for the 2015 Local Elections. It runs groups to advise on
Planning and Transport issues, a Food Group that runs
the markets and other social events, and a History Group
that publishes local history and organises talks. It
underwrites and helps to run the Friends of Bloomfield
Green (a local Bear Flat green space), which achieved
Local Green Space status and a Green Flag at.its first
attempt in 2016. The Friends look after the Green and
work with B&NES Council to improve its facilities. Two
successful Gatherings on the Green events on Sundays in
early June 2016 and 2017 have been enormously popular
community events, in the village fete tradition. Most
events raise money for various charities.
Poster for the BFA 2017 Ceilidh

The BFA’s 2017 ‘Carols in the Park’ raised money for Medécins sans Frontières
The BFA’s income comes from
member subscriptions, but its
constitution makes clear that its
aim is to work for the entire
community of over 1,100
households (approaching 2,500
voters, see Appendix A) in what
is roughly the northern half of
the present two-councillor
Lyncombe ward. Members get
newsletters and regular contact
about issues, events and
opportunities. BFA has business
members and works with local
businesses to offer discounts
and incentives to encourage
shopping locally.
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3.

Local Governance
….. there should be …. regard to the council’s chosen way of working either with individual electors or with
parish councils and other community representative organisations. It will be the council’s way of working,
rather than the individual member’s way of working which is important in this respect because an individual
member may or may not be returned at subsequent elections. The operation, or otherwise, of area forums or
similar mechanisms may, for example, add to or reduce councillor workload and these effects can be
evidenced. A practical example of effective and convenient local government for us when considering
proposed warding arrangements is to ensure that wards are internally coherent.8 4.52 / 4.53

The BFA strongly believes that the LGBCE recommendation will significantly diminish
local governance for the Bear Flat community.
Our Lyncombe councillors, both Liberal Democrat and Conservative, have worked
effectively for the Bear Flat community over the past six years. They have welcomed the
interest and involvement of the BFA in developing community cohesion.
Current and previous councillors have expressed how it helps them to be able to approach
the community through BFA and test ideas. So much of their contact is with individuals
bringing issues they are often firefighting. BFA meets them halfway, often with solutions.
Currently, our councillor conducts an informal surgery at our monthly Community Market
and the BFA meets the councillor monthly to exchange ideas for improving community
life.
A recent example of our councillor working closely with the BFA is that of parking. This
has been a major issue for the whole neighbourhood. The need for a solution was
recognised by both councillor and residents’ association, leading to a survey of residents
for / against the introduction of a residents’ parking zone. The involvement of our
councillor ensured the detailed involvement of the B&NES Council Highways Dept. The
result was an impressive 69% turnout, heavily in favour of the scheme. A related success
has been persuading a local bus company to allow its Park and Ride buses to stop on Bear
Flat, thus allowing schoolchildren from outside Bath to use public transport rather than
private cars, a major coup for the residents of the Poets Roads and brokered by our local
Lyncombe councillor.
Our councillor and the BFA are currently working together to try and re-instate a Post
Office on Bear Flat following the closure of the local newsagent and to develop a
neglected piece of land on Wellsway for the community’s benefit that will require the
involvement of a water company and telecoms suppliers. A further important example of
co-operation is that of air pollution, a major issue for Bear Flat residents only realised
after local monitoring demonstrated unacceptably high traffic emissions.
It is important to stress that Lyncombe Ward has one of the highest turnouts for local
elections in the area, at roughly twice the national average.

8
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5.

Community Views
Occasionally, local people or groups may arrange public meetings in order to gauge the level of support or
opposition to a proposal. The outcome of such meetings may be a better guide to public opinion. But even
here, large attendances are unlikely to be conclusive; the proportion of the electorate attending and the
breadth of their interests may be more significant than the total number.9

These options stated in Section 4 were taken to the Bear Flat residents via our website,
through a survey and through an open meeting at which residents express their views.
Details can be found on our website at www.bearflat.org.uk/ward-boundaries/.
5.1

Survey of Bear Flat Residents
Over a period of one week, the residents of Bear Flat were invited to complete a short online survey to assess their views on the boundary proposals. There were three parts to the
survey and responders were also invited to say which street they live on. The survey
results are discussed in detail at Appendix B and summarised as follows.
Overall Response Numbers
We had a total of 71 responses, around 2.5% of the electorate for the area. The
responses were fairly evenly distributed between east and west and between north and
south.
Whilst the detailed survey responses are discussed in Appendix B3, the ‘stand-out’
responses related to Options A and C.
Survey Question 1
Would you prefer your ward to be represented by a single councillor or multiple (2 or 3)
councillors?
The survey responses show a very clear preference for multi-councillor wards (70%), with
almost 37% expressing a strong preference. Those in favour of a single councillor ward
amounted to just over 12% of the responses.
Survey Question 2
Rank the following options for ward boundaries in order of preference, 1 being your most
preferred option. (Options as described in Section 4 above).
Survey responses show a strong preference for Option C, the current Lyncombe Ward
extended to include Alexandra Park and Beechen Cliff School. 62% made this their first
choice, 78% made this their first and second choices. Nobody made it their last choice.
Respondents showed a very strong rejection of Option A: the LGBCE draft proposal, with
67% making this their last choice and 87% their last two choices. Only 5% ranked Option
A as first or second.

9
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We were concerned to see if there is any large disparity in voting between the four areas
of Bear Flat as defined in Section 2. A large disparity would suggest that the Bear Flat
community is not as united as the BFA would like to think. An analysis of the responses
showed close agreement across West, East and North with a strong preference for C and a
strong rejection of A. South also shows a strong preference for C and with the majority of
responders not ranking Option A at all.
Summarising, we believe that the responses to Question 2 demonstrate
•
•

a strong desire for the current Lyncombe Ward (C) that is consistent across Bear
Flat.
a similarly strong rejection of the LGBCE draft proposal (A). that again is consistent
across Bear Flat

Survey Question 3
Are there any particular features or facilities in your local built and natural environment,
and/or experiences, interactions and concerns, defining the community with which you
identify most?
Of the 71 responses, 58 chose to answer this question as asked. A full list of responses is
shown in the table at Appendix B3. A general summary is that responders highlighted the
shopping area, Alexandra and Bloomfield parks, schools (Beechen Cliff and the Acorn preschool), the churches, community halls, restaurants, pubs and transport links as important
to the community and reasons to keep the community within a single ward. A commonly
expressed view was, to paraphrase, ‘Bear Flat is a community and must not be split’.
5.2

Open Meeting for Bear Flat Residents
An Open Meeting was advertised to the whole Bear Flat area and held on Friday 9th
February. Turnout was approx. 60 residents. A Powerpoint presentation was made
explaining the review process, the three criteria, and the advantages and disadvantages of
each of the six suggested solutions. The advantages and disadvantages were linked to the
criteria to help the audience appreciate their importance. The audience was encouraged
to complete the survey and, if they wanted to, to make their own submissions. It was
stressed that the LGBCE sought evidence of how and how often the community used
amenities. The presenter and the panel answering questions adopted a neutral stance
throughout. The panel asked if a template to help with submissions to the Commission
would help, as another community association had done this to maximise responses. It
was made very clear by members of the audience that box-ticking was not the Bear Flat
way.
The meeting produced a lively discussion, with a wide range of views expressed. Support
for a two-councillor ward with Widcombe tended to come from the east side and
Greenway Lane parts of the ward. Support for joining with Moorlands came from the
west side. However, a majority view backed the results of the survey, namely not to split
Bear Flat between wards.
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6.

Bear Flat Association Submission Summary and Recommendation

6.1

Summary
The BFA’s response to the LGBCE draft recommendation can be summarised as follows
against each of the statutory criteria.
Electoral Equality Criterion. Whilst the LGBCE draft recommendation meets the statutory
requirement for electoral equality, we believe that there are other ward boundary designs
that will meet this first criterion as well as the second and third.
Community Criterion. We believe that the LGBCE draft recommendation fails the
statutory criterion regarding community by dividing an established community. Our
submission shows that Bear Flat is a close community united around Wellsway and its
associated amenities. Our survey shows an emphatic desire to remain as a single
community by overwhelmingly choosing Option C as the desired ward boundary and
overwhelmingly rejecting Option A (the LGBCE recommendation). We have presented
evidence that this view is commonly shared across the geographical area of Bear Flat.
Qualitative comments by residents also back this position.
Governance Criterion. We believe that the LGBCE draft recommendation fails the
statutory criterion regarding local governance by dividing a well established and
successful councillor / community relationship.

6.2

Recommendation
The Bear Flat Association’s recommendations are as follows, in order of priority.
1. The Bear Flat community is a vibrant and self-contained community. Whatever
the final ward boundary decision, we recommend that the community is
preserved and not split between wards or councillors. Neither of the main
political parties advocated splitting the community.
2. Alexandra Park and Beechen Cliff School, currently within Widcombe Ward, are an
integral part of Bear Flat. Whatever the final ward boundary decision, we
recommend that Alexandra Park, the associated Lyncombe Farm allotments and
Beechen Cliff School are retained within the councillor representation for Bear
Flat.
3. It is our strong preference that Bear Flat lies within a two-councillor ward.
4. In terms of a defined ward, it is our strong preference that the current Lyncombe
Ward is retained, with minor adjustments to its northern and southern boundaries
to allow for electoral equality. (Option C).

6.3

Other Options
As we understand how difficult it will be to satisfy competing requirements, we have also
suggested a single-councillor option and two other options to provide two-councillor
wards.
The LGBCE proposed Lyncombe ward results from splitting Bear Flat and building a ward
around a spine of Greenway Lane, along with Hatfield Road and Englishcombe Lane, for
which we can see no justification. Option C requires Combe Down not to extend so far
west. We agree with the Widcombe Association about Claverton Down. It has effectively
pushed other wards around clockwise, which now affects Bear Flat.
11

Options D (i) and D (ii) create a two-councillor ward at the expense of either Moorlands
(one councillor) or Oldfield Park (three councillors). We agree with views expressed citywide that two-councillor wards are preferable.
There remains Option B, a single-councillor Lyncombe ward. The LGBCE draft suggests a
two-councillor ward with Widcombe. As the draft boundaries stand that would not be
acceptable, as it splits Bear Flat and the draft Lyncombe ward is flawed. However, any
other combination that maintains the integrity of Bear Flat would be acceptable. As a onecouncillor ward separately or joined to another one-councillor ward, the name Bear Flat
could replace Lyncombe
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Appendix A: Electoral Numbers
The stated aim of the LGBCE is to achieve electoral equality between wards with a total of
59 councillors. This leads to an average number of voters per councillor of 2,257 for 2017
voter numbers.
A1

The Current Lyncombe Ward
Lyncombe Ward as currently constituted is a two-councillor ward stretching from Beechen
Cliff Road in the north to Old Frome Road in the south.

According to the LGBC website10, Lyncombe Ward has an electorate of 4,316 (2017 data
collected at Dec 2016). The required balance for the electoral review for a two-councillor
ward is 4,514, ie approx. 200 voters more than within the current Lyncombe ward.

10

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/records-and-resources/local-authorities-in-england
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A2

Ward Boundary Options
The following ward boundary alternatives have been formulated.
SINGLE COUNCILLOR WARDS
A:

New Lyncombe Ward excluding the Poets Roads as in draft LGBCE recommendations
•
•
•

B:

It bisects the Bear Flat cluster of shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs and public buildings, and
distances it from the eastern and western areas;
The Poets Roads are transferred from the Lyncombe community to that of Widcombe;
It is separated from the open space amenity of Beechen cliff and Alexandra Park;

New North Lyncombe Ward comprising Bear Flat area plus Alexandra Park & Beechen Cliff School
•
•
•

It has the cluster of Bear Flat shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs and public buildings at its heart;
It includes the well-used open space amenity of Alexandra Park;
Its topography provides a natural boundary;

TWO-COUNCILLOR WARDS
C:

Current (modified) Lyncombe ward, plus Alexandra Park and Beechen Cliff School
•
•
•

D:

A new ward combining North Lyncombe and neighbouring areas from Oldfield ward
•
•
•

E:

It has the cluster of Bear Flat shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs and community buildings at its
heart;
It includes the well-used open space amenity of Alexandra Park;
It has a strong north-south radial orientation, with major transport links to/from the city
centre;

It preserves the integrity of the Bear Flat cluster of shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs and
community buildings;
It combines areas facing similar housing, population density and transport issues;
It is more east-west than radial in orientation, but does have reasonable transport links
supporting this;

New ward combining LGBCE-proposed Lyncombe and Widcombe wards
•
•
•
•
•

It recognises Bear Flat and Widcombe as important south-of-the-river communities;
It includes Alexandra Park, Beechen Cliff footpaths, and Greenway Lane;
It is more east-west than radial in orientation, with a variety of footpaths but more problematic
road transport connecting the two communities;
Combines areas with housing of differing character and densities;
The area is currently served by three strong and distinctive residents’/community associations
which may or may not work effectively together in a combined ward;

THREE-COUNCILLOR WARD
F:

A new ward combining the LGBCE-proposed Lyncombe, Widcombe & Moorlands
•
•
•
•
•

It recognises Bear Flat and Widcombe as important south-of-the-river communities;
It includes Alexandra Park, green spaces, Beechen Cliff paths and Greenway Lane;
It includes both the Moorlands and Widcombe primary schools, both of which are communal
foci for those residents with young families;
It has transport advantages arising from being both east-west and radial;
It combines areas with housing of differing character and densities;
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A2

Lyncombe Ward Electoral Numbers for the Various Options – Street Data
Data supplied by B&NES Council for 2017. Data for Option C (right hand column) does not
include the approx. 1,000 electors in the far south of the ward (Hansford Square / Frome
Road).
Area

North

North
East

Central

South
West

West

South
East

Street
Magdalen Avenue
Park Avenue
Crescent View
Hayesfield Park
Hayes Place
Holloway (south of Magdelene Avenue)
Wells Road to Holloway
Beechen Cliff Road
Bruton Avenue
Byron Road
Shelley Road
Chaucer Road (including Greenway Court)
Shakespeare Avenue
Kipling Avenue
Milton Avenue
Longfellow Avenue
Devonshire Buildings (south side) estimate
Devonshire Buildings (north side) estimate
Devonshire Place
Devonshire Villas
Devonshire Mews
Wellsway, nos 1 – 523 (1-225)
Hatfield Road
St. Luke’s Road
Castle Gardens
Bloomfield Road , nos 1-148
Bloomfield Road , (Eng Lane to Bl Drive)
Bloomfield Park
Bloomfield Grove
Hensley Road
Hensley Gardens
Egerton Road
Englishcombe Way
Englishcombe Lane
Westfield Close
Maple Grove
Maple Gardens
Bloomfield Avenue
Oldfield Road
Greenway Lane
Entry Hill Gardens
Lynbrook Lane
Entry Hill
Entry Hill Drive
Ivy Bank Park
Lyncombe Vale Road
Lyncombe Vale
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Number of
Electors
92
58
20
42
22
2
51
63
35
6
76
128
231
167
151
121
66
80
20
32
15
370
17
31
77
118
51
117
66
91
21
29
30
260
81
68
79
201
15
98
20
20
86
55
55
104
67
3705

Number of Option Electors
A
B
C
92
58
20
42
42
22
22
2
51
63
63
35
35
6
6
76
76
128
128
231
231
167
167
151
151
121
121
66
66
66
80
80
20
20
20
32
32
32
15
15
15
370
370
370
17
17
17
31
31
31
77
77
77
118
118
118
51
51
117
117
117
66
66
66
91
91
91
21
21
21
29
29
29
30
30
260
260
81
81
68
68
68
79
79
79
201
201
201
15
15
98
98
20
20
20
20
86
86
55
55
55
104
104
67
67
2290
2555
3705

Approximate Boundary for Option B
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Approximate Boundary for Option C
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Approximate Boundary for Option D1
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Approximate Boundary for Option D2
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B3

Responses to Question 3
Are there any particular features or facilities in your local built and natural environment,
and/or experiences, interactions and concerns, defining the community with which you
identify most?
The following are the responses to Question 3, shown purely in the order in which they
were received.
The Wellsway is a natural boundary and the area south of greenway lane. However the
Bear Flat community area does bring people from Bloomfield and the upper part of
Holloway so there is a logic to having a Bear Flat ‘ward’ seperate from Widcombe and
Oldfield Park where there are other community facilities
I live in Devonshire Place. Under the LGBCE proposals, we are to seperated from the rest
of Posts Corner, as is 50% of Devonshire Buildings. I strongly object to that. Logically any
new Poets Corner boundary should be north of Greenway Lane. Your options in section 2
above do not allow for such a view!
I live at the top end of Hayesfield and am in the Widcombe Ward. I identify with both
Widcombe and Lyncombe but not Oakfield Park. As far as I can see, Hayesfield Park seems
to be cut up in a very strange way and I would be unhappy with this new boundary
proposal. Democratically I much prefer two or more councillors to one.
Living in Longfellow Ave I definitely feel Bear Flat operates as a community and the ward
must include the park, shops, all the avenues, greenway lane, and both sides of wellsway.
These should no be split. of these as this would ensure the community is represented as a
whole
Bear flat shops, Alexandra Park, Holloway walking to station
Living in the Poets area we use the facilities-shops, restaurants, hair dresser, fish and chip
shops, public house on Bear Flat. We also commute by public transport to and from town
using Bear Flat. It would therefore not make sense to split the ward along Wellsway as
facilities are used by those living either side of Wellsway. Regarding the number of
councillors this should be a consequence of what works as an area rather than being the
lead issue
Bear Flat is a strong community with its own commercial hub, parks and amenities and
specific problems particularly around parking and transport. It needs to be represented as
one entity even if part of a larger ward.
I believe that Bear Flat / Poets are intrinsically linked as an effective community. Bear Flat
residents also benefit fro been able to feel part of both Oldfield Pk & Widcombe
communities through Schools / Shops / connecting path & cycle ways
The shops on Bear Flat, Alexandra Park, Acorns preschool.
As a family we make use of many of the community facilities of both the current Bear Flat
and Widcombe areas. We feel that living in this part of Bath, both areas share common
values and community spirit which should be addressed at council level
Bear flat shops, transport links, alexandra park and school.
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The shopping centre, Alex park, beechen cliffs school
Those outlined in the BFA Option C
Lyncombe includes poets corner but poets corner is not part of Widcombe
Yes. We are particularly concerned about the preservation of Alexandra Park and its
surrounding green spaces and footpaths. We are adversely impacted by the poor
relationship between Beechen Cliff Schooland its immediate neighbours in the Poets
Avenues. We therefore identify strongly with the Widcombe community who also flanks
the park and the green space. As non car owners, we use the footpaths from the Poets
Avenues to access the city via the Widcombe Ward. Joining Widcombe is a natural alliance
for us and we would welcome it very much. Wehave no sense of communal identity with
the areas of Bloomfield and Oldfield Park whose concerns seem to us very different from
our own. We have sadly never felt that the residents of Greenway Lane had any sympathy
with our areas particular problems and concerns.
1. Visual and open space amenity of Alexandra Park and the network of footpaths north
and south of this; 2. The dense housing of the Poets Roads and close neighbourly relations
this begets; 3. Involvement in local community campaigns e.g. the Curo cable car
proposal, improving the subway at the bottom of the Wellsway, planning applications
impacting on community identity and character, Poets Roads traffic
1. It is illogical for Alex Park & Beechen Cliff School to be in different wards to the Poets
Avenues. The main entrances to these two local facilities are in the Avenues, as are the
problems created. 2. Ward boundaries should NOT be down the middle of a road (eg
Devonshire Bldgs). Properties on one side will have the same problems as those on the
other, so it is illogical for them to have different representation on the Council
Open spaces, transport, shops in that order
Bear Flat shops, Alexandra Park, bus and pedestrian links with city centre and bus/train
stations, Bloomfield green, Linear Park.
The ridge line of entry hill has been crossed with the new proposal and Bear Flat
community broken from the rest go the natural line of wells way.
The area is varied and not monumental, and I like it for this mixture. I haev occasional
concerns fro Antisocial behaviour (loud discussions, drinks, fly tipping in my garden). I
have filled the other survey, and the mapping software does not diplay correct
information ina coherent way. I do not think that the overall proposal is balanced. In twon
the wards are designed so to haev for each councillor around 2200 electors. However the
boundaries have been moved so that Combe down and Abbey gain a larger electorate
while eroding in the most affluent parts of the town. Information on Radstock/midsomert
NOrthorn/Bathavon west and south is not always displayed correctly. It wold be
interesting to know which criteria have been followed to move the boundaries. On my
road I can see that they have been moved so to divide the start of the council houses from
the rest. Probably the same is at Southdown/Twerton. The design is far from being
neutral, in terms of impact. Out of town the boundaries seem to suggest that each
councillor has access to an electorate of up to 2600. I think it is preferable to see the
whole design rather than our ward.
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The Poets Roads fit naturally into the same ward as roads to the west of Wells Road and
should be in the same ward, centred around the shopping facilities on Bear Flat.
Alexandra Park and local shops, school
Bear Flat shops, Alexandra Park
Identity of bear flat with shops, churches pubs. Alexandra park etc. it would be a shame to
split a homogenous area that has a good community identity and spirit
Beechen Cliff School: the school has outgrown its site and is a headache for its
neighbours: strong councillor input is essential to help negotiate this situation
Bear flat is a community , and must not be split. I do not believe there would be any
financial benefit from this proposed reorganisation , and would point out that single
Councillor wards would generate increased costs as the Councillor, being human has to
have time off , be I'll etc., and this would come at a time when there are more issues than
ever for Councillors to handle. And Widcombe is a very different kettle of fish from Bear
Flat !
The Bear Flat is an identifiable community area, focussing upon the small shopping area
and community facilities. To split it on the bais of a purely statistical/cost cutting exercise
would be a travesty: any changes should be in response to the need to deliver good local,
efficient representation.
Bear Flat(LY3) is a community and its current geographical boundary on both side of
Wellsway should be kept in place. The other two wards do not share this local
community.I can see sense if the Bear Flat part of the ward(LY3) was merged into
Widcombe--e.g.a common policy on parking; i do not like one member representation
B Cliff, A Park, Bl Green, Bear Flat shops/buses etc, churches and community halls
Implementation of the proposed Bear Flat parking zone is very important to many people
and having ward boundaries that cut across the proposed RPZ area would be very
unhelpful.
Keeping the communities together on both sides of Bear Flat is a priority, together with
Alexandra Park
It appears that residences in our street, Hayesfield Park, will be split between three
wards, Lyncombe, Widcombe and Oldfield Park. So combining wards is preferred if
current ward not feasible.
Overflow parking from Beechen School - worried about Alexandra Parks parking closing
and overflow onto poets roads
Even though a trunk road runs through the area, it is clear that the Bear Flat community socially and economically - is both sides of Wellsway
Alexandra Park, local shops, cafes, hairdressers and, of course, neighbours. The BFA and
its events and work on improving the area have contributed to my feeling I belong to this
area.
Bear Flat shops, Alexandra Park, Bloomfield Park
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Beechen Cliff, Alexandra Park and Beechen Cliff School and grounds
the central Bear Flat identity features seem to be the shops and restaurants/cafes from
the wine shop to the Bear Pad and the areas up ro and including Alexandra Park.
Current Lyncombe ward is a cohesive area with a strong community identity, particularly
from Greenway Lane northwards. It needs to cover both sides of Wellsway - e.g. Bear Flat
artists weekend does both sides of Wellsway. Good transport links, plus good local
shopping centre and park which is accessed from all parts of current ward and various
events led by people from all parts of current ward.
Local shops, meeting places for variety of groups, parks (Alexander and Bloomfield), cafes,
pubs. Ease of access to town centre - walking or bus.
The Bear Flat shopping area creates a sense of belonging. With Bloomfield Green,
Alexandra Park and the allotments close by bringing the beauty of nature so close.
Excellent transport routes and the closeness to town but not being in the town. I have the
sense of living in a warm welcoming area of the city with a strong community feel
Bear Flat is my community. It’s where I walk, shop, visit live my life. I go to events in the
Methodist church hall- our own market.. we have Bear Flat Arts Events. I use Alexandra
park daily. I have my allotment just past the park. I walk every where locally. My
community doesn’t stop at one side of Wellsway. I use the Bear, takeaways pharmacy Gp
down upper Oldfield park. The issues in our area are on both sides of the road. Keep us as
Bear Flat thankyou
I have lived in bath all my life 65 years. I have lived in this ward for 4 years and it is the
first time I have felt that I lived in a local community. Although the busy A367 runs
through the ward it does not cut the community with a couple of light controlled
crossings giving access to and from local shops, pubs, parks and footpath networks. The
green space amenities supported by local volunteer groups at Alexandra Park and the
Bloomfield Green Open Space are a real boon to the area.
Bear Flat/Poets Corner is a cohesive defined area which should not be split
Alexandra Bowling Club - We occupy a central position in Alexandra Park and are probably
the main users of the Park. We have always considered ourselves linked to the Lyncombe
Ward and the Poets area. Local councillors have always supported the Club. We would
prefer the current arrangement to continue. We currently have no members or links with
the Widcombe Ward
Shops; st lukes church; Bloomfield allotments/ open space; keep bear flat together - both
sides of Wellsway ; would like hates field park, magdalen ave and top Holloway in this
ward rather than Widcombe
Local shops, transport links, Alexandra Park, Friends of Alexandra Park, Friends of
Bloomfield Green, Bear Flat Artists,
Shops, cafe’s restaurants, parks, transport systems, bear flat area, Alexandra Pk & Poets
corner, community church hall should all remain connected & interacting
Bear Flat shops, Alexandra Park, Lyncombe Hill Farm Allotments
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Bear Flat feels to be a focus for all of us who live around it, in terms of shops, restaurants,
parks, transport and identity. Keeping that broad identity - including for those of us who
live west of Bear Flat - feels important
Local shops, Bear pub, St Luke’s Church Hall, Alexandra Park and Bloomfield Green are all
regular haunts
There is a strong sense of community within the Bear Flat area, encompassing schools,
shops, social amenities, dental and medical practices, churches and a strong local
community association. We use Alexandra Park and the local Bear Flat shops on a
daily/regular basis. We chose the locality specifically for the amenities and Beechen Cliff
School. Any changes to the Ward boundaries need to recognise the importance of the
local community which should not be dissected arbitrarily to meet the population criteria
for the proposed new Wards
Topography, shops on both sides of road, Bear pub serves whole community, as do the
bus stops.
shopping centre, footpaths, buses, community involvement, parks and allotments
Bear Flat East and West of Wellsway exists as a coherent entity an extension to include
Alexandra Park and Beechen Cliff School and the possibly the whole of Greenway Lane
would make a coherent unit,using the same shops, parks, allotments and transport links.
there is not connection between Bear Flat and Lyncombe Vale
Wellsway and the Local Centre (identified in B&NES Local Plan) with Shops, the Bear and
Hayes Place
The Wellsway, the de facto centre of Bear Flat encompassing Bloomfield to the west, the
Poets to the east and the northern slopes of Holloway, the Wells Road and Upper Oldfield
Park.
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APPENDIX C – NOTES FROM THE OPEN MEETING HELD 9TH FEBRUARY 2018
Question
Primary issue = Bear Flat mustn’t be split. Other issues
are secondary
When will B&NES be consulted/vote?
Doesn’t want to have to rank the Options (Qu2 on
survey), as only a couple are acceptable

Key issue = effective governance. Are the rural areas
surrounding Bath affected? Small Council Cabinet
with only seven members, one of which is a Bath
councillor. We’re disadvantaged by not having
parishes so a reduction in the number of councillors
would be further loss of governance. Fewer ward
councillor positions would reduce opportunities to get
involved and influence local politics.
Thinks there might be an advantage in having three
councillors, would introduce an element of
competition.
South Lyncombe has a very different demographic to
North Lyncombe, so no natural affinity.
Asked whether interim results of the survey were
available (No). Believed there were good arguments
for having more than one councillor. Agrees about
the democratic deficit but ward boundary changes
wouldn’t make a difference.
Asked whether the BFA had had any discussions with
neighbouring wards.

Greenway! thinks it’s an advantage to have the
School and Park included, so would prefer a combined
Widcombe and Lyncombe ward.
Mentioned Hayesfield Park being split and Magdalen
and Park Avenues being transferred to Oldfield Park
• BFA shouldn’t be split
• Issues affect both sides of Wellsway, e.g. air
pollution (re splitting Wellsway between wards)
• Thinks the ward should be called ‘Bear Flat’, not
Lyncombe (Lyncombe House is nowhere near
Bear Flat)
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BFA response

Council voted in favour in May
2017, with no meaningful
debate
Ranking would reflect your
preferences; or leave blank the
ones you don’t want

Explained had contacted
nearby Residents Associations,
and gave details of Widcombe’s
approach. Mentioned Larkhall
and Combe Down having
similar meetings to ours.

Footpaths are very important.
Read out a quote from LGBC
guidance about the importance
of footpaths in densely
populated areas. Agrees about
environmental issues crossing
boundaries. Believes Bear Flat
and Widcombe and common

areas of interest, e.g. Bear Flat
families attending Widcombe
schools
Ludicrous that Devonshire Buildings is also being split
between wards
• Important to keep Bear Flat together
• In favour of two or three councillors
• Preferred options E or F
• Greater synergy with Widcombe rather than
Moorlands
The Bloomfield Roads are more connected to
Moorlands, little connection with Widcombe
Ward boundary changes needn’t affect the BFA

Thinks a joint Widcombe and Bear Flat ward wouldn’t
work as they have different priorities which can
create tension. E.g. Widcombe has never got involved
with Alexandra Park (Friends).
How do you get numbers of electors per road? Bear
Flat is a definite centre. All the Poets roads
drive/walk down the hill into Bear Flat, not into
Widcombe.
An example of how having two councillors is better
than one: Members of the Development
Management Committee cannot speak on
applications in their own wards. But a second ward
councillor, not on the committee, can speak from the
floor.
Effective governance is not just about the ward itself
but has an effect on the Council as a whole. LGBC
guidance supports this concept. Lyncombe ward is
the most electorally active ward in the district.
In yesteryear, each ward had three councillors who
were elected annually on a three year rotation. This
meant that there was a degree of continuity, slower
turnover of councillors, more consistent for officers to
work with, therefore better governance.
Can there be more than one residents’ association in
a ward?
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BFA works closely with ward
councillor, far more difficult to
liaise with several from
different wards

Can ask B&NES Electoral Office
to provide figures of electors

Yes

