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Summary
Who we are and what we do
1
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is an
independent body set up by Parliament. We are not part of government or any
political party. We are accountable to Parliament through a committee of MPs
chaired by the Speaker of the House of Commons.
2
Our main role is to carry out electoral reviews of local authorities throughout
England.

Electoral review
3
An electoral review examines and proposes new electoral arrangements for a
local authority. A local authority’s electoral arrangements decide:




How many councillors are needed
How many wards or electoral divisions there should be, where their
boundaries are and what they should be called
How many councillors should represent each ward or division

Why Dorset?
4
The Secretary of State has decided to create a new authority of Dorset Council.
We are conducting a review of Dorset Council to ensure that the new unitary council
has appropriate electoral arrangements. Our aim is to create ‘electoral equality’,
where votes are as equal as possible, ideally within 10% of being exactly equal. We
also seek to ensure that wards reflect local communities and ensure effective and
convenient local government.

Our proposals for Dorset



Dorset should be represented by 82 councillors.
Dorset should have 52 wards.

5
We have now finalised our recommendations for electoral arrangements
for Dorset Council.

1

What is the Local Government Boundary Commission
for England?
6
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is an independent
body set up by Parliament.1
7

1

The members of the Commission are:







Professor Colin Mellors OBE (Chair)
Susan Johnson OBE
Peter Maddison QPM
Amanda Nobbs OBE
Steve Robinson
Andrew Scallan CBE



Chief Executive: Jolyon Jackson CBE

Under the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.
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Introduction

8
In 2018, the Government agreed in principle to the establishment of a new
unitary council to take over the responsibility for all local government services which
were formerly provided by East Dorset District Council, North Dorset District Council,
Purbeck District Council, West Dorset District Council, Weymouth and Portland
Borough Council and Dorset County Council. A Structural Changes Order2 was
subsequently approved by Parliament on 25 May 2018, establishing a new Dorset
unitary authority from 1 April 2019. It is the view of the Commission that an electoral
review of the area was appropriate at the earliest opportunity. This will ensure the
new council has electoral arrangements that reflect its functions and responsibilities
in time for its first elections in May 2019.
9

This electoral review is being carried out to ensure that:



The wards in Dorset are in the best possible places to help the Council
carry out its responsibilities effectively.
The number of voters represented by each councillor is approximately the
same across the district.

What is an electoral review?
10

Our three main considerations are to:




Improve electoral equality by equalising the number of electors each
councillor represents
Reflect community identity
Provide for effective and convenient local government

11 Our task is to strike the best balance between them when making our
recommendations. Our powers, as well as the guidance we have provided for
electoral reviews and further information on the review process, can be found on our
website at www.lgbce.org.uk
12

This review is being conducted as follows:

Stage starts

Description

24 May 2018

Existing local authorities submit proposals for warding
arrangements and the number of councillors

19 June 2018

Commission agrees its draft recommendations

3 July 2018
27 August 2018

Publication of draft recommendations, start of consultation
End of consultation, we begin analysing submissions and
forming final recommendations
Publication of final recommendations

23 October 2018

2

The Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole (Structural Changes) Order 2018 (S.I 2018/648)
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How will the recommendations affect you?
13 The recommendations will determine how many councillors will serve on the
council. They will also decide which ward you vote in, which other communities are
in that ward and, in some cases, which parish council ward you vote in. Your ward
name may also change.

4

2

Analysis and final recommendations

14 Legislation3 states that our recommendations should not be based only on how
many electors4 there are now, but also on how many there are likely to be in the five
years after the publication of our final recommendations. We must also try to
recommend strong, clearly identifiable boundaries for our wards.
15 In reality, we are unlikely to be able to create wards with exactly the same
number of electors in each; we have to be flexible. However, we try to keep the
number of electors represented by each councillor as close to the average for the
council as possible.
16 We work out the average number of electors per councillor for each individual
local authority by dividing the electorate by the number of councillors, as shown on
the table below.
Electorate of Dorset
Number of councillors
Average number of
electors per councillor

2018
295,195
82

2023
308,050
82

3,600

3,757

17 When the number of electors per councillor in a ward is within 10% of the
average for the authority, we refer to the ward as having ‘good electoral equality’. All
but three of our proposed wards for Dorset will have good electoral equality by 2023.
18 Our recommendations cannot affect the external boundaries of the new council
– these have been decided by Parliament and we cannot amend them. Our
recommendations will not result in changes to postcodes. They do not take into
account parliamentary constituency boundaries. The recommendations will not have
an effect on local taxes, house prices, or car and house insurance premiums and we
are not able to take into account any representations which are based on these
issues.

Submissions received
19 See Appendix C for details of the warding submissions received. All
submissions may be viewed at our offices by appointment, or on our website at
www.lgbce.org.uk

Electorate figures
20 Dorset Area Joint Committee (‘the Joint Committee’) submitted electorate
forecasts for 2023, a period five years on from the scheduled publication of our final
recommendations in 2018. These forecasts were broken down to polling district level
and predicted an increase in the electorate of around 4% by 2023.
3
4

Schedule 2 to the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.
Electors refers to the number of people registered to vote, not the whole adult population.
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21 We considered the information provided by the Joint Committee and are
satisfied that the projected figures are the best available at the present time. We
have used these figures to produce our final recommendations.

Number of councillors
22 In January 2018, representatives of the existing councils in the area submitted
a proposal to The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government that the new Council have 82 councillors. In developing its proposal, the
new authority was encouraged by the Ministry to follow our guidance in developing
its proposals. The Secretary of State subsequently laid a Structural Changes Order5
in Parliament to create the new authority with 82 councillors.
23 As part of its submission on warding arrangements, the Joint Committee
confirmed its preference for a council size of 82. We noted that the proposal for an
82-member council for Dorset would constitute a reduction of 60% in terms of the
overall number of councillors representing the area to be covered by the new
authority. We looked at evidence provided by the Joint Committee and concluded
that the proposed number of councillors will make sure the Council can carry out its
new roles and responsibilities effectively.
24 It is open to the Commission to amend the total number of councillors by one or
two if we consider it will facilitate a better warding pattern. However, in Dorset we
considered that 82 councillors would provide a warding pattern that would meet the
statutory criteria and we therefore developed our draft recommendations based on
an 82-councillor council. We received seven submissions that referred to the number
of councillors during the consultation on our draft recommendations, all of which
supported there being fewer councillors. However, none of the submissions
contained detailed evidence and we are not persuaded to change the number
councillors we are proposing. We have therefore decided to confirm our proposed
council size of 82 as final.

Draft recommendations and consultation
25 Prior to developing our draft recommendations, we received two submissions
on ward boundaries for the new council from the Joint Committee and Broadwindsor
Group Parish Council. The Joint Committee’s submission was a detailed Dorset-wide
proposal for a mixed pattern of 52 wards, all of which had good electoral equality but
which were supported by relatively little community evidence. Five roadshows had
been held with current borough, county and district councillors to help develop this
submission and a summary of the comments made at these roadshows was
included in the submission. Broadwindsor Group Parish Council commented on the
Joint Committee’s proposals for its area.
26 Our draft recommendations were based on the Joint Committee’s proposal.
However, in some areas we considered that the proposals did not provide for the
best balance between our statutory criteria and so we identified alternative
boundaries.
5

The Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole (Structural Changes) Order 2018 (S.I 2018/648)
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27 In response to our consultation on our draft recommendations, we received 183
submissions, many of which referred to more than one ward. We received no Dorsetwide submissions other than three submissions that supported the draft
recommendations in their entirety. The largest number of submissions referred to our
proposals in Purbeck, Colehill and Wimborne Minster, Dorchester, and Lyme &
Charmouth and Marshwood Vale.
28 We received submissions that expressed a preference in principle for singlecouncillor wards for some parts of Dorset, including its urban areas. While we have
noted these submissions, our approach is that there be no preference for singlecouncillor or multi-councillor wards and we consider that arguments can be made
both for and against these warding patterns. Therefore, we have based our
recommendations solely on the evidence we received for each ward or groups of
wards.
29 After the consultation on our draft recommendations closed, we visited Dorset
to look at the proposals on the ground. This tour of the area helped us to decide
between the different boundaries proposed.
30 Our final recommendations are based on the draft recommendations with
modifications to the following wards: Avon Heath & Moors Valley, Bere Regis &
Bovington, Blackmore Vale, Bridport, Chesil Bank, Chickerell, Colehill East,
Dorchester West, Lytchett Matravers & Morden, Lytchett Minster & Upton, Preston &
Radipole, Sherborne Rural, South West Purbeck, Upwey & Broadwey, Wareham,
West Moors South, Westham, Weymouth Town and Wimborne Minster & Colehill
West.
31 We also amended our Avon Heath & Moors Valley, Badbury & Allen Vale and
Cranborne Chase wards after minor changes were made to parish boundaries by
East Dorset District Council following community governance reviews.
32 We have renamed our Isle of Purbeck ward South East Purbeck; renamed our
Stalbridge ward Stalbridge & Marnhull; and renamed our Badbury & Allen Vale ward
Stour & Allen Vale.
33 In June 2018, Weymouth & Portland Borough Council (‘the Borough Council’)
resolved to create a new town council for Weymouth with twelve wards that used the
boundaries of the existing borough wards. While we were aware of this taking place,
given the overlapping timing of both the Borough Council’s review and our electoral
review, we have not had regard to these boundaries. We note that, had we used the
boundaries of the town council wards approved by the Borough Council, only one
ward out of twelve (Westham North) would have had good electoral equality.
34 While we note that this will lead to town council and district council boundaries
that are different across Weymouth town, Dorset Council will have the power to
amend the town council ward boundaries should it wish to do so, subject to our
consent.

7

Final recommendations
35 Pages 10–41 detail our final recommendations for each area of Dorset. They
detail how the proposed warding arrangements reflect the three statutory6 criteria of:




Equality of representation
Reflecting community interests and identities
Providing for effective and convenient local government

36 Our final recommendations are for 28 one-councillor wards, 18 two-councillor
wards and six three-councillor wards. We consider that our final recommendations
will provide for good electoral equality while reflecting community identities and
interests where we have received such evidence during consultation.
37 A summary of our proposed new wards is set out in the table on page 42 and
on the large map accompanying this report.

6

Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.
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Corfe Mullen, Ferndown and Verwood

Ward name
Colehill & Wimborne Minster
East
Corfe Mullen
Ferndown North
Ferndown South
St Leonards & St Ives
Verwood
West Moors & Three Legged
Cross
West Parley
Wimborne Minster

Number of Cllrs
2

Variance 2023
-1%

2
2
2
2
3
2

10%
1%
-8%
-11%
2%
-1%

1
2

1%
3%

10

Colehill & Wimborne Minster East and Wimborne Minster
38 We received 15 submissions that referred to one of these wards. Mid Dorset &
North Poole Conservative Association and a councillor supported the draft
recommendations, without providing any additional evidence. Mid Dorset & North
Poole Constituency Labour Party argued that our Wimborne Minster & Colehill West
ward should be split into three single-councillor wards, without providing any
additional evidence. A local resident argued that the Furzehill area of Colehill parish
should be warded with our Stour & Allen Vale ward. However, this would lead to an
electoral variance of 14% in Stour & Allen Vale.
39 The other 11 submissions were from Colehill Parish Council, two councillors
and eight residents. These objected to the draft recommendations, pointing out that
they split Colehill. Several important village facilities, including three of its six
schools, would be in our Wimborne Minster & Colehill West ward. It was also pointed
out that we had put the Hayes area of Colehill in our Wimborne Minster & Colehill
West ward despite it being some distance from, and having little connection with, the
rest of the ward.
40 Colehill Parish Council proposed that we create two two-councillor wards, with
most of the Wimborne East ward of Wimborne Minster Town Council being warded
with all of Colehill parish. The Parish Council argued that this part of Wimborne
Minster adjoined a residential area of west Colehill that, before a recent community
governance review, had been part of Colehill parish. The large Wimborne Chase
development would be more closely aligned with Wimborne Minster and so should
be warded with it.
41 We have carefully considered all the submissions and visited Colehill and
Wimborne Minster to look at the boundaries for ourselves. We consider that in some
places the boundaries in both our draft recommendations and the alternative
proposal fail to reflect community boundaries. In particular, our boundary that
crosses Hayes Lane was unclear and we accept the points made by the objectors in
relation to the Hayes area. We also consider that the boundary in the alternative
proposal on Lacy Drive may split that community in two places.
42 However, we consider that we have received more evidence to support the
alternative proposal than to support our draft recommendations. We are therefore
basing our final recommendations on Colehill Parish Council’s two-councillor Colehill
& Wimborne Minster East and Wimborne Minster wards, which we have amended in
two places. Firstly, we have moved the boundary from the west of Lacy Drive to the
parish boundary. This places all of Lacy Drive in our Wimborne Minster ward.
Secondly, at the southern end of the two wards, we consider Brook Road to be a
clearer boundary than the boundary proposed to the west of Parmiter Road.
St Leonards & St Ives and West Moors & Three Legged Cross
43 We received 12 submissions that referred to these wards. St Leonards & St
Ives Parish Council and a councillor supported the draft recommendations, pointing
out that they were the best option for the area in terms of electoral equality and
keeping communities together. We received 10 objections from West Moors Parish
Council, a councillor and eight residents.
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44 All these submissions objected to the splitting of West Moors between two
wards and the inclusion of the northern part of the parish with St Leonards & St Ives
parish. As a resident explained, there is a strong sense of community within West
Moors as it has many social events that are attended by people from across the
village. Not only is there no natural divide in West Moors, but our boundary was
unclear and confusing on the ground. No West Moors residents have any need to
visit St Leonards or St Ives, which are close to the Hampshire border.
45 Instead, it was proposed that we create a two-councillor ward consisting of St
Leonards & St Ives parish that would have an electoral variance of -11% in 2023 and
a two-councillor ward consisting of West Moors and Three Legged Cross that would
have good electoral equality.
46 In our draft recommendations report we stated that we would be willing to
create a ward in this area with an electoral variance above 10% if the evidence to
support it was sufficiently strong. We consider that this evidence has now been
received. We are particularly concerned that our draft recommendations appear to
split West Moors and have noted the point made by residents and others that there
is no natural division in their community.
47 Therefore, we are changing our draft recommendations to create two-councillor
wards called St Leonards & St Ives and West Moors & Three Legged Cross. While
St Leonards & St Ives will have a relatively high electoral variance, it is only just
above 10% and we consider that we have received good community evidence to
support it.
Verwood
48 We received seven submissions that referred to this ward. Two councillors and
a resident supported the draft recommendations. Verwood Town Council and a
resident expressed concern at Three Legged Cross being in a separate ward to the
rest of the parish. North Dorset Constituency Labour Party (‘North Dorset Labour’)
and North Dorset Liberal Democrats proposed three single-councillor wards for
Verwood but provided very little community evidence to support them.
49 We visited Verwood to assess the two proposals on the ground. While the
alternative boundaries were plausible, they were supported by no other evidence.
The town appeared to us to be one large cohesive area and we are unwilling to risk
splitting communities without more evidence to support us doing so. Therefore, we
confirm our Verwood ward as final without amendment.
Corfe Mullen
50 Mid Dorset & North Poole Conservative Association and a councillor supported
this ward, without providing any additional evidence. Mid Dorset & North Poole
Constituency Labour Party argued that it should be split into single-councillor wards,
without providing any additional evidence.
51 Given the lack of evidence in the objection, we do not intend to amend our draft
recommendations. Therefore, we confirm our Corfe Mullen ward as final.

12

Ferndown North, Ferndown South and West Parley
52 The only submission we received that referred to one of these wards proposed
that West Parley should be part of the new Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole
Council. This is not something we have the power to change as part of this electoral
review. In the absence of any other objections or alternative proposals, we confirm
our Ferndown North, Ferndown South and West Parley wards as final without
amendment.

13

Mid Dorset

Ward name
Chalk Valleys
Charminster St Mary’s
Dorchester East
Dorchester Poundbury
Dorchester West
Eggardon
Puddletown & Lower
Winterborne
Winterborne & Broadmayne
Winterborne North

Number of Cllrs
1
1
2
1
2
1
1

Variance 2023
0%
2%
-8%
1%
-2%
8%
10%

1
1

4%
7%
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Puddletown & Lower Winterborne and Winterborne North
53 We received three submissions that referred to one of these wards. We have
discussed one submission in more detail under Blandford ward – see paragraphs 8283, below. Lower Winterborne Parish Council, a grouped parish council, had no
objection to Puddletown being included in the ward. A resident objected to our
proposed Puddletown & Lower Winterborne ward, arguing that the parishes in the
ward in the current North Dorset District Council area look to the east and have few
connections with Puddletown. He suggested that a new ward should be created
centred on Winterborne North, using the current district boundary.
54 We have considered the resident’s suggestion, but the submission is unclear as
to exactly which parishes should be part of the new ward. Making the changes
proposed would also require us to make major changes to other wards in this part of
Dorset and we do not consider the resident provided us with sufficient evidence to do
so, particularly given the lack of objection to the draft recommendations from Lower
Winterborne Parish Council. Therefore, we confirm our Puddletown & Lower
Winterborne and Winterborne North wards as final without amendment.
Chalk Valleys, Charminster St Mary’s and Eggardon
55 We received six submissions that referred to one of these wards. Stinsford
Parish Council supported the boundaries of our Charminster St Mary’s ward but
objected to the name ‘Charminster St Mary’s’ as it gave the impression of the area
being ‘Greater Charminster’. The Parish Council proposed the name ‘Charminster &
Stinsford’. A councillor queried the forecast decrease in the electorate for our
Charminster St Mary’s ward.
56 In relation to Eggardon ward, a parish councillor expressed concern at the
number of parish councils in the ward but was also pleased that it excluded Bridport
and therefore was entirely rural. Netherbury Parish Council stated that some of the
parishes in the east of Eggardon ward might be better placed in neighbouring wards
but did not say which parishes these were, or which wards they should be part of.
Loders Parish Council stated that Maiden Newton has no connection with Bridport
and its surrounding villages. Finally, Maiden Newton Parish Council described the
other areas its residents associate with, many of which were not in our Eggardon
ward. These areas included Frampton, Grimstone, Stratton and Sydling St Nicholas.
As an alternative, the Parish Council proposed that Netherbury, Loders and
Askerswell parishes be removed from Eggardon ward and Frampton, Stratton and
Sydling St Nicholas parishes are added to it.
57 We have very carefully considered all the submissions in relation to these
wards, particularly the detailed submission from Maiden Newton Parish Council.
Were we to follow the proposal of Maiden Newton Parish Council and make no other
changes, our Chalk Valleys and Eggardon wards would have good electoral equality,
but Charminster St Mary’s ward would have an electoral variance of -21%. We do
not see how this high level of electoral inequality could be resolved. In addition, the
proposal stated that Netherbury, Loders and Askerswell should be removed from
Eggardon ward but did not state to which ward they should be added. These
parishes are projected to have 1,600 electors in 2023, including more than 1,000 in
Netherbury. Adding these parishes to any neighbouring ward would result in a ward
with an electoral variance of at least 20%.
15

58 We are not prepared to accept this level of electoral inequality and therefore
propose to make no changes to the boundaries of our wards in this area. While this
means there may be communities in these wards that have different identities and
interests, we consider this preferable to the very high level of electoral inequality that
would result from the alternative proposal.
59 In relation to the name of our Charminster St Mary’s ward, we have considered
the concerns of Stinsford Parish Council but we also note the central location of
Charminster village in the ward, that more than 60% of the ward’s electorate in 2023
will live in Charminster parish, and that Stinsford parish will have the lowest
electorate in 2023 of the five parishes in the ward. Had a generic name been
proposed as an alternative for the ward, we might have been inclined to accept it.
However, for the reasons set out above, we prefer the name ‘Charminster St Mary’s’
to ‘Charminster & Stinsford’ and so do not intend to amend our draft
recommendations in this respect.
60 Therefore, we confirm our Chalk Valleys, Charminster St Mary’s and Eggardon
wards as final without amendment.
Dorchester East, Dorchester West and Dorchester Poundbury
61 We received 16 submissions that referred to one of these wards. Dorchester
Town Council supported the draft recommendations. The other submissions were
from Dorchester Labour Party (two submissions), the Dorchester Branch of West
Dorset Conservative Association and 12 local residents. All these submissions
argued that, as a matter of principle, Dorchester should have five single-councillor
wards rather than the two multi-councillor wards we proposed in our draft
recommendations. The submissions suggested slightly different boundaries with
some residents preferring the current West Dorset District Council or Dorchester
Town Council ward boundaries. Others argued for the alternative arrangement that
was sent to us as part of the Joint Committee’s warding proposal.
62 Dorchester currently has four West Dorset District Council wards rather than
five and two of these split Poundbury, which some respondents argued should be
warded separately from the rest of the town. Following the current district wards
would require us to create a two-councillor Dorchester North ward with poor electoral
equality and which splits Poundbury. We have therefore based our considerations on
the alternative arrangement that was sent to us as part of the Joint Committee’s
warding proposal. The alternative ward names are from a clearly drawn version of
that proposal sent to us by a resident.
63 As explained in paragraph 28, above, we have no preference for either singleor multi-councillor wards, other than that they should have no more than three
councillors.
64 When we assessed the alternative proposal, we found that the Dorchester
Manor Park ward had an electoral variance of -20%. While it might be possible to
add additional areas into this ward, such as the Castle Park area which lies in the
current Dorchester South ward, to do so would require us to cross strong boundaries
such as Weymouth Road, South Walks Road or Barnes Way. We are therefore not
persuaded to amend our two-councillor Dorchester East ward and confirm it as final.
16

65 We visited Dorchester and the difference in character between Poundbury and
the rest of the town was very apparent. This difference and the need for separate
representation for Poundbury was clearly expressed in some of the submissions we
received. We find this argument persuasive and are therefore amending our draft
recommendations to create a single-councillor Dorchester Poundbury ward using the
boundaries set out in the alternative proposal.
66 Regarding the single-councillor Dorchester Castle & Victoria and Dorchester
Town Centre wards from the alternative proposal, we note that none of the
submissions explained what communities make up these wards, why they are
distinct and why they should be warded separately. When we visited the town, we
saw little difference between these areas and we are not persuaded that they require
separate representation. We consider that their residents are likely to use similar
facilities and have similar issues for councillors to deal with. Therefore, we are not
adopting the two single-councillor wards from the alternative proposal and instead
are creating a two-councillor Dorchester West ward.
Winterborne & Broadmayne
67 We received two submissions in relation to this ward. One, which referred to
the Nightingale Drive area, we have discussed in relation to our Littlemoor & Preston
ward – see paragraphs 126-136, below. The other submission was from a parish
councillor who expressed concern about the lack of contact parish councils would
have with district councillors under the new arrangements.
68 We have noted the parish councillor’s concerns, but an unavoidable
consequence of the substantial reduction in the total number of councillors across
Dorset is that each councillor will work with more parish councils. While these new
arrangements may take time to get used to, we consider a council size of 82 to be
reasonable. Therefore, we confirm our Winterborne & Broadmayne ward as final
without amendment.
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North Dorset

Ward name
Beacon
Blackmore Vale
Gillingham
Shaftesbury Town
Stalbridge & Marnhull
Sturminster Newton

Number of Cllrs
1
1
3
2
1
1

18

Variance 2023
6%
-7%
8%
-8%
7%
-8%

Beacon and Gillingham
69 We received six submissions that referred to one of these wards in addition to
the submissions discussed in paragraphs 84-90, below, in relation to Hill Forts &
Upper Tarrants ward. One resident argued that East Stour and West Stour parishes
should be in Beacon ward, but we noted that this would lead to an electoral variance
of 20% in Beacon ward.
70 The other five submissions from Bourton Parish Council, two local residents,
North Dorset Labour and North Dorset Liberal Democrats all argued that the urban
and rural parts of our three-councillor Gillingham ward should be separated. The
proposal from North Dorset Liberal Democrats, which was supported by one of the
residents, included a Gillingham Rural ward with an electoral variance of 30%. The
three single-councillor wards proposed by North Dorset Labour had good electoral
equality.
71 We have carefully considered all the evidence we received, including the
comments supplied by the Joint Committee from its roadshows with councillors. We
also visited Gillingham to see the boundaries for ourselves and note that, due to the
distribution of the electorate, it is difficult to create purely urban and rural wards in
this area that have good electoral equality.
72 The Gillingham South West ward proposed by North Dorset Labour included
the Wyke area of Gillingham town and it was unclear to us from the submission what
connection this area has with the four rural parishes it was paired with. In the
Gillingham North East ward, the Ham area in the south-eastern part of Gillingham
was paired with the Gyllas Way area at the north-eastern end of the town. To get
between these areas by road without travelling through the proposed Gillingham
Town ward is a journey of approximately eight miles. From the submission it is
unclear to us what connection the Gyllas Way area has with Ham.
73 We note that some evidence to support the ward was provided in the
comments from the Joint Committee’s roadshows. In particular, we have noted the
comments that Wyke is part of Gillingham town rather than the rural area and that
people living in the rural areas around Gillingham use the town to access services.
74 We consider it preferable to combine rural and urban areas than to split
communities, as the proposal from North Dorset Labour appears to do. Therefore,
we have decided not to amend our draft recommendations and we confirm our
Gillingham ward as final without amendment.
Shaftesbury Town
75 We received three submissions that referred to this ward. A town councillor
proposed that the current North Dorset District Council ward boundaries be retained.
North Dorset Labour, supported by North Dorset Liberal Democrats, proposed two
single-councillor wards for the town but provided little community evidence to support
them.
76 We visited Shaftesbury to look at both our draft recommendations and the
alternative proposals on the ground. While we accept the point made by North
Dorset Liberal Democrats that Christy’s Lane appears to be a natural boundary, the
19

boundary north of Westminster Close is not a natural one, running between two
residential properties on a suburban street. We consider the proposed boundary to
be potentially confusing to residents and others and will split the community in this
part of the town. We consider the current ward boundaries, as proposed by the town
councillor, to better reflect communities but this would lead to an electoral variance
of -12% in the proposed Shaftesbury West ward.
77 Given the unclear boundary in one proposal and the relatively high electoral
variance in the other, we are not persuaded to change our draft recommendations.
Shaftesbury appeared to be a compact town with a set of central facilities that will be
used by all its residents. We consider dividing the town between wards to be
unnecessary and not supported by the evidence we received. Therefore, we confirm
our Shaftesbury Town ward as final without amendment.
Blackmore Vale
78 The one submission we received that referred to this ward related to its
boundary with Sherborne Rural ward. This is discussed in more detail in paragraphs
92-93, below. Subject to the amendment to this ward discussed below, we confirm
our Blackmore Vale ward as final.
Stalbridge & Marnhull
79 We received two submissions that referred to this ward. A resident questioned
the accuracy of the electoral forecast for this ward but provided relatively little
evidence. We do not consider that this submission provided sufficient evidence to
justify an amendment to our electoral forecast.
80 A resident proposed that Stalbridge ward be renamed ‘Stalbridge & Marnhull’ to
reflect that both parishes have relatively similar electorates. We consider Stalbridge
& Marnhull to be a better description of the area as more than 40% of the ward’s
electorate is forecast to live in Marnhull in 2023. We therefore confirm our renamed
Stalbridge & Marnhull ward as final.
Sturminster Newton
81 The only submission we received that referred to this ward was from a town
councillor who supported the draft recommendations, pointing out that there were
connections between the two parishes in the ward. We therefore confirm our
Sturminster Newton ward as final without amendment.
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North-east Dorset

Ward name
Blandford
Cranborne & Alderholt
Cranborne Chase
Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants
Stour & Allen Vale

Number of Cllrs
2
1
1
1
1
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Variance 2023
1%
7%
4%
2%
9%

Blandford
82 We received six submissions that referred to this ward. Two respondents
supported the draft recommendations as they proposed a ward consisting of the
entire town. North Dorset Labour, supported by North Dorset Liberal Democrats,
proposed two single-councillor wards that had good electoral equality, but which
were backed up by little community evidence. Blandford Forum Town Council also
proposed two single-councillor wards, both of which had electoral variances over
20%. Finally, a resident proposed that the urban part of Blandford St Mary parish
became part of our Blandford ward. However, this led to poor electoral equality in
both Blandford and Winterborne North wards.
83 Given the limited community evidence we received, we visited Blandford to
assess the boundaries of both the draft recommendations and the North Dorset
Labour proposal. That visit has persuaded us to make no changes to our draft
recommendations. The Blandford South-East ward proposed by North Dorset Labour
formed a U-shape running around the southern, eastern and western parts of the
town. We received no evidence of what connects residents in those areas. We also
consider that the boundary proposed on Elizabeth Road would split the community in
that part of the town. Blandford appeared to us to be a town where residents will
mostly use the same facilities and face the same issues. We therefore confirm our
Blandford ward as final without amendment.
Cranborne & Alderholt, Cranborne Chase, Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants and Stour &
Allen Vale
84 We received 15 submissions that referred to one of these wards.
85 In relation to Badbury & Allen Vale ward, one resident proposed that the
boundary between it and Lytchett Matravers & Morden ward be moved to the A350
as this would be clearer. However, this would require us to create four parish wards
for the three parishes that cross the A350, three of which would have fewer than 40
electors. This would not provide for effective and convenient local government. A
resident in Colehill expressed a preference for their property being in Badbury &
Allen Vale ward, but this would also have led to the creation of a very small parish
ward. A resident proposed that Furzehill be included in Badbury & Allen Vale ward,
rather than Colehill. We noted that the boundaries of Furzehill were not defined and
that including it in Badbury & Allen Vale ward would lead to an electoral variance of
13%. Sturminster Marshall Parish Council suggested the name ‘Stour & Allen Vale’
for this ward as ‘Badbury’ has no relevance to the south-western part of the ward.
Finally, Vale of Allen Parish Council (a grouped parish council) supported the draft
recommendations for Badbury & Allen Vale and Cranborne Chase wards, despite
the grouped parish being split between these wards. The Parish Council explained
that this arrangement had existed in the past and it did not envisage any problems in
the future.
86 Regarding Cranborne & Alderholt ward, Alderholt Parish Council supported the
draft recommendations. A parish councillor and North Dorset Liberal Democrats
questioned the electoral forecast for Alderholt, with the Liberal Democrats proposing
that Alderholt and Cranborne be in separate wards. However, both submissions
were brief and without amending the forecast for Alderholt, both Alderholt and
Cranborne will have very poor electoral equality as single-councillor wards.
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87 A resident argued that Langton Long as a satellite village of Blandford has little
in common with the rest of the parishes in our Cranborne Chase ward. While the
alternative ward proposed had good electoral equality, adopting it would require us
to make substantial changes to neighbouring wards and no evidence was provided
as to how we should do this.
88 A councillor supported both our Cranborne Chase and Hill Forts & Upper
Tarrants wards, arguing that the villages in both wards are cohesive, particularly
those in Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants ward which share transport services, village
facilities and schools. Farnham Parish Council, Pimperne Parish Council and two
residents also supported our Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants ward. A resident stated that
Iwerne Courtney, Child Okeford and Iwerne Minster should be in the same ward.
However, this would lead to electoral variances over 20% in both Hill Forts & Upper
Tarrants and Beacon wards.
89 Regarding the name of our Badbury & Allen Vale ward, we have considered the
name ‘Stour & Allen Valley’ proposed by Sturminster Marshall Parish Council. We
note the prominence of the Stour River in the south-western part of the ward and
also that it is the name of the current East Dorset District Council ward for this area.
For those reasons we agree that ‘Stour & Allen Vale’ would better reflect this ward’s
communities and we have changed its name accordingly.
90 As stated above, we do not consider that we have received a persuasive
proposal to make major changes to any of the wards in this area. However, we have
made minor amendments to the boundaries between our Cranborne Chase and
Stour & Allen Vale wards, and our Stour & Allen Vale and West Moors & Three
Legged Cross wards. This is because since our draft recommendations were
published East Dorset District Council made an order to change the boundaries of
Chalbury and Witchampton parishes, and Horton and Verwood parishes following
community governance reviews. Given that these are very minor changes, we can
accommodate them in our recommendations without having a negative impact on
electoral equality. Our ward boundaries therefore follow the new parish boundaries.
Subject to those changes, we confirm our Blandford, Cranborne & Alderholt,
Cranborne Chase, Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants and Stour & Allen Vale wards as final.
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North-west Dorset

Ward name
Sherborne East
Sherborne Rural
Sherborne West
Yetminster

Number of Cllrs
1
1
1
1
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Variance 2023
4%
4%
-4%
3%

Sherborne East and Sherborne West
91 The only submission we received that referred to these wards was from
Sherborne Town Council, which supported the draft recommendations. We therefore
confirm our Sherborne East and Sherborne West wards as final without amendment.
Sherborne Rural
92 A local resident argued that Glanvilles Wootton parish should be in Sherborne
Rural ward rather than Blackmore Vale ward, arguing that residents in the parish
primarily access services in Sherborne. These included the railway station, leisure
facilities and the secondary school most children in the parish attend. The bus that
stops in Glanvilles Wootton runs through Sherborne.
93 While this submission was relatively short it provided good, clear evidence as to
where residents in Glanvilles Wootton access services. We also note that there is no
direct road access from Glanvilles Wootton to the rest of our Blackmore Vale ward.
Therefore, we propose to change our draft recommendations by putting Glanvilles
Wootton in our Sherborne Rural ward. Subject to that change, we confirm this ward
as final.
Yetminster
94 The only submission we received that referred to this ward was Leigh Parish
Council, which supported the draft recommendations, as the Parish Council felt that
they reflected the local community. We therefore confirm our Yetminster ward as
final without amendment.
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South-east Dorset

Ward name
Crossways
Lytchett Matravers & Upton
South East Purbeck
Swanage
Wareham
West Purbeck

Number of Cllrs
1
3
1
2
2
2
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Variance 2023
-5%
-14%
-4%
9%
9%
2%

Lytchett Matravers & Upton, South East Purbeck, Swanage, Wareham and West
Purbeck
95 We received 39 submissions that referred to one of these wards, including an
alternative proposal for all the wards in the current Purbeck district.
96 Mid Dorset & North Poole Conservative Association supported our Bere Regis
& Bovington, Lytchett Matravers & Morden, Lytchett Minster & Upton and Wareham
wards, without providing any additional evidence. Mid Dorset & North Poole
Constituency Labour Party argued that our Lytchett Minster & Upton and Wareham
wards should be split into single-councillor wards, without providing any additional
evidence.
97 Wareham St Martin Parish Council supported by Wareham Area Seniors Forum
and nine local residents proposed an alternative scheme for four two-councillor
wards and two single-councillor wards. They expressed support for our proposed
Swanage ward. Two wards, Lytchett Minster & Upton and Isle of Purbeck, had poor
electoral equality. At the heart of the alternative proposal was the Parish Council’s
strong objection to the inclusion of Holton Heath in our Lytchett Minster & Upton
ward and we received three additional objections from residents that only referred to
this area. The Parish Council pointed out that residents in Holton Heath use facilities
in Sandford (in Wareham St Martin parish) and Poole. They have no connection with
Lytchett Minster or Upton as the A35 is a strong barrier between communities in the
area. It proposed that Holton Heath was placed in our Wareham ward with the rest of
Wareham St Martin parish.
98 In relation to our Lytchett Matravers & Morden and Lytchett Minster & Upton
wards, we received one additional objection from a resident concerning the loss of
councillors in Upton following the creation of the new council.
99 We received 17 submissions that referred to our Isle of Purbeck, South West
Purbeck or Wareham wards, with eight supporting and nine objecting to the draft
recommendations.
100 Wareham Town Council, Arne Parish Council, a councillor and two local
residents supported our Wareham ward. A resident supported our South West
Purbeck ward. East Stoke Parish Council supported the boundaries of our Isle of
Purbeck ward stating that it would be best served by being combined in a ward with
its neighbouring parishes. The Parish Council added that it did not want to be
warded with Wareham as its only boundary with Wareham is across the River Piddle
along a section that has no crossing points. However, the Parish Council also
proposed that our Isle of Purbeck ward was renamed ‘South East Purbeck’ as the
Isle itself is a specific geographical area that does not include all of East Stoke
parish. ‘South East Purbeck’ would be a less contentious name locally in the Parish
Council’s opinion.
101 Langton Matravers Parish Council and Worth Matravers Parish Council stated
that Arne should be placed in Isle of Purbeck ward rather than Wareham ward,
whereas they argued that East Stoke is part of Wareham and should be warded with
it. Two residents stated that Arne is not part of Wareham; they also proposed that
Swanage is renamed ‘Isle of Purbeck South’ to reflect its geographical location.
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Conversely, a councillor, supported by a resident, argued that parts of East Stoke
look to Wool, while others look to Wareham. Swanage Museum Local History Group
stated that our Isle of Purbeck ward should follow the Isle’s ‘ancient boundaries’ and
that our South West Purbeck ward should be renamed ‘Lulworth’ or ‘Winfrith’.
102 Finally, Wool Parish Council and a resident objected to Wool parish being split
between wards. The Parish Council pointed out that residents in Bovington, which is
in our proposed Bere Regis & Bovington ward, use transport, medical, leisure and
other facilities in Wool. The Parish Council also explained some of the practical
difficulties it had experienced in the past while dealing with a highways issue that
crossed ward boundaries. It concluded by pointing out that a Wool ward, with the
same boundaries as Wool parish, would have good electoral equality. However, if
this was not possible the parish needed to be united in one ward with surrounding
parishes.
103 We received six submissions for our Bere Regis & Bovington ward. Affpuddle &
Turnerspuddle Parish Council, Bere Regis Parish Council and Moreton Parish
Council supported the draft recommendations for this ward. Moreton Parish Council
also objected to being warded with Wool as the two areas have little in common and
councillors were more likely to represent the interests of Wool due to its much larger
electorate.
104 Michael Tomlinson MP (Mid Dorset & North Poole), Bloxworth Parish Meeting
and a councillor objected to the separation of Bere Regis and Bloxworth into different
wards. Bloxworth Parish Meeting explained that the two areas have close links as
people walk from Bloxworth to Bere Regis. Bloxworth residents use facilities in Bere
Regis including the school, healthcare facilities, pubs, post office, garage and shops.
Many Bloxworth and Bere Regis families are also related.
105 As can be seen from the submissions received, there is divergence of opinion
in relation to the warding pattern for this part of Dorset. We have considered all the
submissions very carefully and tried to come up with the warding pattern that best
reflects our three statutory criteria.
106 Firstly, regarding our Swanage ward, we disagree with the residents’ proposal
to rename it ‘Isle of Purbeck South’. The boundaries of our ward follow the
boundaries of Swanage parish and we consider that any other name would be
confusing to residents and others. As the only other submissions we had about this
ward were supportive, we confirm our Swanage ward as final without amendment.
107 The best evidence we received in this part of Dorset related to Holton Heath
and we are therefore amending our draft recommendations in this area. We accept
the argument of Wareham St Martin Parish Council and others that Holton Heath has
strong connections with Sandford and no connections with the other communities in
our Lytchett Minster & Upton ward. We have therefore included it in our Wareham
ward with the rest of Wareham St Martin Parish, including the Trigon and
Coldharbour areas.
108 In terms of the rest of our Wareham ward, we note the contradictory views in
relation to both Arne and East Stoke. Firstly, there is Arne Parish Council’s
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preference to be part of Wareham ward, which goes against the views of several
other respondents. East Stoke Parish Council provided some evidence relating to
community identity. We also note that under the alternative scheme there is no direct
road access between East Stoke and the rest of the Wareham ward.
109 We consider that East Stoke Parish Council has provided the strongest
evidence which supports our draft recommendations. We also consider that under
the alternative proposal, it would be separated from the rest of its ward. We are
therefore proposing no changes to the boundaries of our Isle of Purbeck ward and
no further changes to the boundaries of our Wareham ward. However, we do accept
the argument that ‘South East Purbeck’ is a more geographically correct name for
the area and we have therefore renamed this ward.
110 We accept Wool Parish Council’s point that a single-councillor ward that
followed the parish boundaries would have good electoral equality in 2023. However,
we are concerned by the potential lack of connection between the parishes in the
other single-councillor ward that would result. On the other hand, a two-councillor
ward would allow us to keep Wool, as the major service village in the area, in one
ward as well as its surrounding parishes. We have added Bloxworth to this ward as
we considered the evidence relating to its connections with Bere Regis to be both
logical and persuasive.
111 Having made the changes discussed above, we have combined Lytchett
Matravers, Lytchett Minster & Upton and Morden parishes in a three-councillor ward
with an electoral variance of -14%. While we acknowledge this is a relatively high
variance, we do not consider there is an alternative way of warding the parishes in
this part of Dorset that better satisfies our three statutory criteria. In terms of adding
additional communities to this ward to improve electoral equality, we have already
discussed objections to this from the Holton Heath and Bloxworth areas. Corfe
Mullen, which is to the north-east is a two-councillor ward that we are not prepared to
split as it has the same boundaries as Corfe Mullen parish. Furthermore, adding
large parts of Sturminster Marshall parish would lead to poor electoral equality in our
Stour & Allen Vale ward and is not supported by any evidence. While transferring the
Lower Winterborne group of parishes from Puddletown & Lower Winterborne ward to
Lytchett Matravers & Upton would lead to good electoral equality in both wards,
there is no direct road access between these two areas. Additionally, as we noted
earlier (see paragraph 53), Lower Winterborne Parish Council has no objection to
being part of our Puddletown & Lower Winterborne ward.
Crossways
112 We received three submissions relating to this ward. Moreton Parish Council
objected to any proposal that put it in our Crossways ward as there are very few
social, employment, retail or transport connections between the two areas.
Owermoigne Parish Council objected to the name of the ward but did not provide an
alternative proposal. A local resident also objected to the name of the ward,
suggesting it should be called Warmwell Heath instead. However, no reasons were
supplied beyond an objection to the name ‘Crossways’.
113 We have considered the ward for this area but, due to the lack of evidence
provided, are not persuaded to change the name of the ward. Crossways parish is
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forecast to have more than 70% of the ward’s electors in 2023 and we consider that
is a credible reason to retain the name we proposed in our draft recommendations.

32

33

West Dorset

Ward name
Beaminster
Bridport
Chesil Bank
Lyme & Charmouth
Marshwood Vale

Number of Cllrs
1
3
1
1
1

34

Variance 2023
-7%
10%
-12%
7%
1%

Bridport and Chesil Bank
114 We received five submissions that referred to these wards. These were from
Bothenhampton & Walditch Parish Council, Bridport Town Council, a councillor and
a local resident. All the submissions objected to the inclusion of Walditch in Chesil
Bank ward rather than Bridport ward.
115 The main arguments were that Walditch is an integral part of Bridport and no
different to any other part of our Bridport ward. Walditch also contains facilities used
by Bridport residents such as Bridport Cemetery. It was argued that Walditch is an
urban area attached to Bridport that has no affinity with the rural parishes that make
up the rest of our Chesil Bank ward. All the services used by Walditch residents are
in Bridport ward and none are in Chesil Bank. Bridport Town Council pointed out that
the Bridport Neighbourhood Plan includes Walditch and, from the perspective of
effective and convenient local government, it made sense to have the
Neighbourhood Plan area in one ward.
116 We have considered all the submissions relating to these two wards and have
decided to change our draft recommendations by including Walditch in our Bridport
ward. We found the evidence received to be persuasive and our final
recommendations will provide a better reflection of the identity of Walditch residents
and ensure the area is represented in the most effective way.
117 Placing Walditch in Bridport ward leads to an electoral variance of -12% in
Chesil Bank ward. Bridport Town Council suggested that Askerswell parish could be
put in Chesil Bank ward to achieve electoral equality but provided no evidence about
why Askerswell was better suited there than in our Eggardon ward. We received no
other submissions relating to our Chesil Bank ward or suggestions of additional
parishes that could be added to it.
118 In this case, we consider a variance of greater than 10% to be acceptable. We
have received good evidence relating to the identity of Walditch residents that
justifies a change to our draft recommendations. However, in the absence of strong
community evidence, we are unwilling to move one or more parishes into our Chesil
Bank ward. Therefore, subject to the change discussed above, we confirm our
Bridport and Chesil Bank wards as final.
Lyme & Charmouth and Marshwood Vale
119 We received 14 submissions that referred to one of these wards.
120 Eight submissions, from Lyme Regis Town Council, a councillor and six
residents supported the draft recommendations. They argued that two areas are very
different, with Lyme Regis and Charmouth focused on tourism while the parishes in
our Marshwood Vale ward are agricultural areas that look to Beaminster, Bridport or
Crewkerne for services rather than Lyme Regis.
121 Six submissions, from Charmouth Parish Council, a councillor and four
residents, objected to the draft recommendations. One submission stated that Lyme
& Charmouth should have two councillors and another that Marshwood Vale should
have two councillors. The other four submissions proposed that our Lyme &
Charmouth and Marshwood Vale wards be combined. The reasons for this, as set
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out by Charmouth Parish Council, were: Lyme Regis would be unduly dominant in a
single-councillor Lyme & Charmouth ward; Charmouth is a residential village that
looks towards Axminster and Bridport rather than Lyme Regis; the two wards are at
the western end of Dorset and a single two-councillor ward would give the area a
louder voice; the rural areas look to Lyme Regis and Charminster for services.
122 We have carefully considered the submissions received but are not persuaded
we have received sufficient evidence to move away from our draft recommendations.
In particular, insufficient evidence was supplied as to how residents at the edge of
Dorset are disadvantaged or how a two-councillor ward would improve this in a way
that two single-councillor wards would not. There was also no evidence of how
residents in Charmouth would be disadvantaged by being paired with Lyme Regis.
We have concluded that joining two geographically small coastal parishes that are
largely dependent on tourism with a large rural area covered by 12 mostly inland
parishes would not reflect community identities and interests.
123 Therefore, we confirm our Lyme & Charmouth and Marshwood Vale wards as
final without amendment.
Beaminster
124 We received no submissions that referred to this ward. In the absence of any
objections or alternative proposals, we confirm our Beaminster ward as final without
amendment.
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Weymouth and environs

Ward name
Chickerell
Littlemoor & Preston
Melcombe Regis
Portland
Radipole
Rodwell & Wyke
Upwey & Broadwey
Westham

Number of Cllrs
2
2
1
3
2
3
1
2
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Variance 2023
-1%
5%
-8%
-8%
-5%
2%
-5%
-5%

125 We received two alternative proposals for Weymouth and the surrounding area.
The first proposal was from a resident who proposed three two-councillor wards and
seven single-councillor wards. When we analysed these, we found that five of the 10
wards had poor electoral equality. Due to the large number of wards with poor
electoral equality, we have largely been unable to consider the resident’s scheme.
The second submission was from a county councillor (‘the county councillor’) who
proposed 17 single-councillor wards, including Winterborne & Broadmayne and three
wards in Portland. When we analysed these we found that four of the 17 wards had
poor electoral equality.
Chickerell, Littlemoor & Preston, Radipole and Upwey & Broadwey
126 We received six submissions for this area in addition to the two area-wide
submissions. One resident pointed out that the Nightingale Drive area in our
Winterborne & Broadmayne ward and the Lanehouse area of our Chickerell ward are
both part of Weymouth and should be warded accordingly. Another resident
proposed using the railway line as a boundary in this area.
127 A resident argued that the western end of our Preston & Radipole ward has
more in common with the town centre than Preston. A councillor and a resident
pointed out that Preston and Radipole should not be warded together as proposed in
our draft recommendations. It was argued that they are entirely different
communities separated by Lodmoor Nature Reserve. It was also stated that few, if
any, local residents walk between the two areas. As an alternative, the councillor
suggested single-councillor wards, while the resident proposed joining Preston with
Littlemoor.
128 A resident objected to the Spa Road area being included in our Westham ward,
pointing out that it should form part of a Dorchester Road community as the Spa
Road area has few connections with Westham.
129 The county councillor proposed nine single-councillor wards in this area,
including Winterborne & Broadmayne. Two of the proposed wards, Littlemoor and
Lanehouse & South Chickerell, would have poor electoral equality. The resident
proposed five single-councillor and two two-councillor wards, including Winterborne
& Broadmayne, four of which had poor electoral equality.
130 We have carefully considered all the submissions we received and propose to
make several changes to our wards in this area.
131 Firstly, having visited Weymouth, we fully accept the points made by the
resident and the councillor that our Preston & Radipole ward contains two entirely
separate communities. While we do join different communities in urban areas in our
proposed wards, we prefer not to do so if a better alternative is available. In this
case, we think there is.
132 The county councillor included the Nightingale Drive area and part of the
Littlemoor urban extension development, both of which are in Bincombe parish, in
his Littlemoor ward. To improve electoral equality, he placed Sutton Poyntz in
Winterborne & Broadmayne ward.
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133 We accept that the Nightingale Drive area is part of Weymouth and that the
Littlemoor urban extension will have more in common with the urban area to its south
than the rural area to its north. However, this would require us to split Bincombe
parish, which is a grouped parish, with less than 70 electors being left in the part of
the parish that would be in our Winterborne & Broadmayne ward. Our policy is not to
split grouped parishes between wards where an alternative option is available that
satisfies our statutory criteria. We consider that this exists in this area. We therefore
propose to merge the county councillor’s Littlemoor and Preston wards into a twocouncillor Littlemoor & Preston ward. Dorset Council will have the power to amend
the parish boundary in the Nightingale Drive area as part of a community
governance review. Should it do so, it can request that we amend our ward boundary
to include the Nightingale Drive area in our Littlemoor & Preston ward.
134 Having removed Littlemoor from the two-councillor Upwey & Broadwey ward
we proposed in our draft recommendations, we propose to largely adopt the singlecouncillor Upwey & Broadwey ward proposed by the county councillor in our final
recommendations. We accept his argument that Nottington has more in common
with Chickerell and should be warded with it. However, we propose to retain the
southern boundary of this ward that we proposed in our draft recommendations. We
consider that the county councillor’s boundary north of Corfe Road splits the estate
west of Dorchester Road.
135 According to the electoral forecast that was prepared for us, Chickerell is due to
face considerable development during the period of the review. The county
councillor’s proposal split part of the Chickerell urban extension between wards and
both proposals split the Curtis Fields development. We prefer not to split large
developments between wards. Therefore, we are retaining the two-councillor
Chickerell ward we proposed in our draft recommendations, subject to the addition of
Nottington, as discussed above.
136 Finally, in Radipole, as we are unwilling to use the county councillor’s boundary
north of Corfe Road, the proposed Radipole Lake ward no longer has good electoral
equality. Therefore, we propose to combine the county councillor’s Radipole and
Radipole Lake wards into a two-councillor Radipole ward that includes the Spa Road
area. We have made a small amendment to the south-eastern boundary of this ward.
When we visited the town, we considered the proposed boundary with Melcombe
Regis ward (which follows Carlton Road North and Glendinning Avenue) to be
potentially confusing. We have instead placed it on Cassiobury Road and Park Lane.
Melcombe Regis and Westham
137 We received one submission relating to these wards. A resident stated that
‘Melcombe Regis’ should be included in the ward’s name as it was an important part
of Weymouth’s history.
138 The county councillor proposed three single-councillor wards in this area. The
resident proposed a two-councillor Weymouth Town ward and then split the rest of
the area across three other wards.
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139 Our proposals in this area are substantially affected by the decisions we made
in the wards to its north. Firstly, we are creating a single-councillor Melcombe Regis
ward.
140 When we visited Westham the boundaries proposed by the county councillor
seemed somewhat arbitrary, particularly those on Cromwell Road and Kitchener
Road, which are both narrow residential streets. Therefore, we propose to merge the
county councillor’s two Westham wards into a two-councillor ward that will include all
of the Curtis Fields development at the ward’s south-western corner.
Rodwell & Wyke
141 The only submission we received specifically relating to this ward pointed out
that its eastern end had more in common with the town centre than Wyke Regis. The
resident proposed a single-councillor Wyke Regis ward that had poor electoral
equality and a two-councillor Rodwell ward. The county councillor proposed three
single-councillor wards.
142 We have considered the proposals for this area and have decided to make no
changes to our draft recommendations. The two alternative proposals contained little
community evidence and, when we visited the area, we were concerned that the
county councillor’s Weymouth West ward did not appear to use clear community
boundaries. In the absence of better community evidence, we are concerned that
this may divide communities between wards. Therefore, we are proposing no
changes to our draft recommendations and confirm our Rodwell & Wyke ward as
final without amendment.
Portland
143 We received two submissions that referred to this area in addition to the county
councillor’s proposal. Both supported single-councillor wards, arguing that the
amount of deprivation in Underhill meant that it needed one representative who
could gain a deep understanding of the issues it faced.
144 In our previous report we noted the difficulty of creating wards in Portland that
have good electoral equality. The county councillor’s Tophill West and Underhill
wards would have electoral variances of -17% and -12% respectively in 2023. The
existing wards would have variances of -16% in Tophill East and -12% in Underhill.
We do not consider this level of electoral inequality to be acceptable, particularly
when there is an alternative solution available in the shape of the three-councillor
ward we proposed in our draft recommendations. Therefore, we intend to make no
changes to our draft recommendations and confirm our Portland ward as final
without amendment.
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Conclusions
145 The table below shows the impact of our final recommendations on electoral
equality, based on 2018 and 2023 electorate figures.

Summary of electoral arrangements
Final recommendations
2018

2023

Number of councillors

82

82

Number of electoral wards

52

52

3,600

3,757

Number of wards with a variance more
than 10% from the average

20

3

Number of wards with a variance more
than 20% from the average

3

0

Average number of electors per councillor

Final recommendation
Dorset Council should be made up of 82 councillors serving 52 wards representing
28 single-councillor wards, 18 two-councillor wards and six three-councillor wards.
The details and names are shown in Appendix A and illustrated on the large maps
accompanying this report.

Mapping
Sheet 1, Map 1 shows the proposed wards for Dorset Council.
You can also view our final recommendations for Dorset Council on our
interactive maps at http://consultation.lgbce.org.uk

Parish electoral arrangements
146 As part of an electoral review, we are required to have regard to the statutory
criteria set out in Schedule 2 to the Local Democracy, Economic Development and
Construction Act 2009 (the 2009 Act). The Schedule provides that if a parish is to be
divided between different wards it must also be divided into parish wards, so that
each parish ward lies wholly within a single ward. We cannot recommend changes to
the external boundaries of parishes as part of an electoral review.
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147 Under the 2009 Act we only have the power to make changes to parish
electoral arrangements where these are as a direct consequence of our
recommendations for principal authority warding arrangements. However, district
and borough councils in Dorset currently have, and Dorset Council will have, powers
under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 to conduct
community governance reviews to effect changes to parish electoral arrangements.
148 As a result of our proposed ward boundaries and having regard to the statutory
criteria set out in schedule 2 to the 2009 Act, we are providing revised parish
electoral arrangements for Dorchester Town Council, Sherborne Town Council,
Verwood Town Council and Wimborne Minster Town Council.
149 As result of our proposed ward boundaries and having regard to the statutory
criteria set out in schedule 2 to the 2009 Act, we are providing revised parish
electoral arrangements for Dorchester parish.
Final recommendation
Dorchester Town Council should comprise 20 councillors, as at present,
representing five wards:
Parish ward
Number of parish councillors
Dorchester East
5
Dorchester North
4
Dorchester Poundbury
4
Dorchester South
3
Dorchester West
4
150 As result of our proposed ward boundaries and having regard to the statutory
criteria set out in schedule 2 to the 2009 Act, we are providing revised parish
electoral arrangements for Sherborne parish.
Final recommendation
Sherborne Town Council should comprise 12 councillors, as at present,
representing two wards:
Parish ward
Number of parish councillors
Sherborne East
6
Sherborne West
6
151 As result of our proposed ward boundaries and having regard to the statutory
criteria set out in schedule 2 to the 2009 Act, we are providing revised parish
electoral arrangements for Verwood parish.
Final recommendation
Verwood Town Council should comprise 18 councillors, as at present,
representing four wards:
Parish ward
Number of parish councillors
Dewlands North
2
Dewlands South
8
Stephen’s Castle
7
Three Cross
1
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152 As result of our proposed ward boundaries and having regard to the statutory
criteria set out in schedule 2 to the 2009 Act, we are providing revised parish
electoral arrangements for Wimborne Minster parish.
Final recommendation
Wimborne Minster Town Council should comprise 14 councillors, as at present,
representing two wards:
Parish ward
Number of parish councillors
Wimborne East
2
Wimborne Town
12
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What happens next?

153 We have now completed our review of Dorset Council. The recommendations
must now be approved by Parliament. A draft Order – the legal document which
brings into force our recommendations – will be laid in Parliament. Subject to
parliamentary scrutiny, the new electoral arrangements will come into force at the
local elections in 2019.

Equalities
154 The Commission has looked at how it carries out reviews under the guidelines
set out in Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. It has made best endeavours to
ensure that people with protected characteristics can participate in the review
process and is sufficiently satisfied that no adverse equality impacts will arise as a
result of the outcome of the review.
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Appendix A
Final recommendations for Dorset Council
Ward name

Number of
councillors

Electorate
(2018)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

Electorate
(2023)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

1

Beacon

1

3,888

3,888

8%

3,984

3,984

6%

2

Beaminster

1

3,399

3,399

-6%

3,493

3,493

-7%

3

Blackmore Vale

1

3,673

3,673

2%

3,482

3,482

-7%

4

Blandford

2

8,206

4,103

14%

7,564

3,782

1%

5

Bridport

3

11,955

3,985

11%

12,374

4,125

10%

6

Chalk Valleys

1

3,885

3,885

8%

3,752

3,752

0%

7

Charminster St
Mary’s

1

3,854

3,854

7%

3,841

3,841

2%

8

Chesil Bank

1

3,296

3,296

-8%

3,297

3,297

-12%

9

Chickerell

2

5,889

2,945

-18%

7,448

3,724

-1%

Colehill &
10 Wimborne Minster
East

2

6,900

3,450

-4%

7,419

3,710

-1%

11 Corfe Mullen

2

7,982

3,991

11%

8,250

4,125

10%

Cranborne &
Alderholt

1

3,906

3,906

9%

4,010

4,010

7%

12
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Ward name

Number of
councillors

Electorate
(2018)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

Electorate
(2023)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

13 Cranborne Chase

1

3,426

3,426

-5%

3,916

3,916

4%

14 Crossways

1

3,052

3,052

-15%

3,567

3,567

-5%

15 Dorchester East

2

6,647

3,324

-8%

6,902

3,451

-8%

Dorchester
Poundbury

1

2,541

2,541

-29%

3,781

3,781

1%

17 Dorchester West

2

7,036

3,518

-2%

7,337

3,669

-2%

18 Eggardon

1

4,173

4,173

16%

4,041

4,041

8%

19 Ferndown North

2

7,404

3,702

3%

7,592

3,796

1%

20 Ferndown South

2

6,570

3,285

-9%

6,899

3,450

-8%

21 Gillingham

3

12,189

4,063

13%

12,168

4,056

8%

1

3,678

3,678

2%

3,832

3,832

2%

2

7,699

3,850

7%

7,859

3,930

5%

1

4,147

4,147

15%

4,020

4,020

7%

3

9,490

3,163

-12%

9,666

3,222

-14%

26 Marshwood Vale

1

3,877

3,877

8%

3,790

3,790

1%

27 Melcombe Regis

1

3,514

3,514

-2%

3,466

3,466

-8%

16

Hill Forts & Upper
Tarrants
Littlemoor &
23
Preston
Lyme &
24
Charmouth
Lytchett
25 Matravers &
Upton
22
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Number of
councillors

Electorate
(2018)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

Electorate
(2023)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

28 Portland

3

9,261

3,087

-14%

10,399

3,466

-8%

Puddletown &
29 Lower
Winterborne

1

4,343

4,343

21%

4,149

4,149

10%

30 Radipole

2

7,377

3,689

2%

7,157

3,579

-5%

31 Rodwell & Wyke

3

11,072

3,691

3%

11,492

3,831

2%

32 Shaftesbury Town

2

6,575

3,288

-9%

6,934

3,467

-8%

33 Sherborne East

1

3,896

3,896

8%

3,904

3,904

4%

34 Sherborne Rural

1

4,008

4,008

11%

3,889

3,889

4%

35 Sherborne West

1

3,332

3,332

-7%

3,611

3,611

-4%

1

3,547

3,547

-1%

3,606

3,606

-4%

2

6,151

3,076

-15%

6,654

3,327

-11%

1

4,254

4,254

18%

4,036

4,036

7%

1

3,899

3,899

8%

4,101

4,101

9%

1

3,530

3,530

-2%

3,446

3,446

-8%

41 Swanage

2

8,108

4,054

13%

8,187

4,094

9%

Upwey &
Broadwey

1

3,756

3,756

4%

3,560

3,560

-5%

Ward name

South East
Purbeck
St Leonards & St
37
Ives
Stalbridge &
38
Marnhull
36

39 Stour & Allen Vale
40

42

Sturminster
Newton
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Number of
councillors

Electorate
(2018)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

Electorate
(2023)

Number of
electors per
councillor

Variance
from average
%

43 Verwood

3

10,538

3,513

-2%

11,473

3,824

2%

44 Wareham

2

8,060

4,030

12%

8,162

4,081

9%

West Moors &
45 Three Legged
Cross

2

7,546

3,773

5%

7,441

3,721

-1%

46 West Parley

1

3,095

3,095

-14%

3,805

3,805

1%

47 West Purbeck

2

7,454

3,727

4%

7,664

3,832

2%

48 Westham

2

6,769

3,385

-6%

7,118

3,559

-5%

49 Wimborne Minster

2

5,556

2,778

-23%

7,728

3,864

3%

Winterborne &
Broadmayne

1

3,483

3,483

-3%

3,904

3,904

4%

51 Winterborne North

1

3,324

3,324

-8%

4,013

4,013

7%

52 Yetminster

1

3,985

3,985

11%

3,867

3,867

3%

Totals

82

295,195

–

–

308,050

–

–

Averages

–

–

3,600

–

–

3,757

–

Ward name

50

Source: Electorate figures are based on information provided by Dorset Area Joint Committee.
Note: The ‘variance from average’ column shows by how far, in percentage terms, the number of electors per councillor in each electoral ward
varies from the average for the district. The minus symbol (-) denotes a lower than average number of electors. Figures have been rounded to
the nearest whole number.
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Appendix B
Outline map
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Key
28. Portland
29. Puddletown & Lower
Winterborne
30. Radipole
31. Rodwell & Wyke
32. Shaftesbury Town
33. Sherborne East
34. Sherborne Rural
35. Sherborne West
36. South East Purbeck
37. St Leonards & St Ives
38. Stalbridge & Marnhull
39. Stour & Allen Vale
40. Sturminster Newton
41. Swanage
42. Upwey & Broadwey
43. Verwood
44. Wareham
45. West Moors & Three Legged
Cross
46. West Parley
47. West Purbeck
48. Westham
49. Wimborne Minster
50. Winterborne & Broadmayne
51. Winterborne North
52. Yetminster

1. Beacon
2. Beaminster
3. Blackmore Vale
4. Blandford
5. Bridport
6. Chalk Valleys
7. Charminster St Mary’s
8. Chesil Bank
9. Chickerell
10. Colehill & Wimborne Minster
East
11. Corfe Mullen
12. Cranborne & Alderholt
13. Cranborne Chase
14. Crossways
15. Dorchester East
16. Dorchester Poundbury
17. Dorchester West
18. Eggardon
19. Ferndown North
20. Ferndown South
21. Gillingham
22. Hill Forts & Upper Tarrants
23. Littlemoor & Preston
24. Lyme & Charmouth
25. Lytchett Matravers & Upton
26. Marshwood Vale
27. Melcombe Regis

A more detailed version of this map can be seen on the large map accompanying
this report, or on our website: http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/southwest/dorset/dorset
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Appendix C
Submissions received
All submissions received can also be viewed on our website at
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-west/dorset/dorset
Local Authorities




Dorset County Council
Purbeck District Council
Shadow Dorset Council

Political Groups








Dorchester & District Labour Party
Dorchester Branch of West Dorset Conservative Association
Dorchester Labour Party
Mid Dorset & North Poole Conservative Association
Mid Dorset & North Poole Constituency Labour Party
North Dorset Constituency Labour Party
North Dorset Liberal Democrats

Councillors





















Cllr C. Brooks (Dorset County Council and Purbeck District Council)
Cllr D. Budd (Purbeck District Council)
Cllr S. Burns (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr A. Clarke (East Dorset District Council), Cllr D. Shortell (Dorset County
Council and East Dorset District Council) and Cllr A. Skeats (East Dorset
District Council) – one submission
Cllr R. Cook (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr T. Coombs (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr K. Day (Dorset County Council and West Dorset District Council)
Cllr M. Dyer (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr N. Farmer (Toller Porcorum Parish Council)
Cllr T. Ferrari (Dorset County Council)
Cllr S. Flower (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr D. Harris (Dorset County Council)
Cllr S. Jesperson (North Dorset District Council)
Cllr K. Johnson (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr P. Packer (East Dorset District Council)
Cllr A. Proctor (Shaftesbury Town Council)
Cllr J. Sewell (West Dorset District Council)
Cllr J. Somper (North Dorset District Council)
Cllr C. Spackman (Sturminster Newton Town Council)
Cllr D. Tooke (Alderholt Parish Council)
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Cllr D. Turner (Dorset County Council and West Dorset District Council)
Cllr P. Wharf (Dorset County Council and Purbeck District Council)
Cllr D. Wiltshire (Winterborne St Martin Parish Council)
Cllr T. Yarker (West Dorset District Council)

Member of Parliament


Michael Tomlinson MP (Mid Dorset & North Poole)

Local Organisations




Coffee Companions
Swanage Museum Local History Group
Wareham Area Seniors Forum

Parish and Town Councils
































Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council
Alderholt Parish Council
Arne Parish Council
Bere Regis Parish Council
Blandford Forum Town Council
Bloxworth Parish Meeting
Bothenhampton & Walditch Parish Council
Bourton Parish Council
Bridport Town Council
Charmouth Parish Council
Colehill Parish Council
Dorchester Town Council
East Stoke Parish Council
Farnham Parish Council
Langton Matravers Parish Council
Leigh Parish Council
Loders Parish Council
Lower Winterborne Parish Council
Lyme Regis Town Council
Maiden Newton Parish Council
Moreton Parish Council – two submissions
Netherbury Parish Council
Owermoigne Parish Council
Pimperne Parish Council
Sherborne Town Council
St Leonards & St Ives Parish Council
Stinsford Parish Council
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council
Vale of Allen Parish Council
Verwood Town Council
Wareham St Martin Parish Council
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Wareham Town Council
West Moors Parish Council
Wool Parish Council
Worth Matravers Parish Council

Local Residents


109 local residents
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Appendix D
Glossary and abbreviations
Council size

The number of councillors elected to
serve on a council

Electoral Change Order

A legal document which implements
changes to the electoral
arrangements of a local authority

Structural Changes Order

A legal document which implements
changes to the local government
structure of an area.

Division

A specific area of a county, defined
for electoral, administrative and
representational purposes. Eligible
electors can vote in whichever
division they are registered for the
candidate or candidates they wish to
represent them on the county council

Electoral fairness

When one elector’s vote is worth the
same as another’s

Electoral inequality

Where there is a difference between
the number of electors represented
by a councillor and the average for
the local authority

Electorate

People in the authority who are
registered to vote in elections. For the
purposes of this report, we refer
specifically to the electorate for local
government elections

Number of electors per councillor

The total number of electors in a local
authority divided by the number of
councillors
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Over-represented

Where there are fewer electors per
councillor in a ward or division than
the average

Parish

A specific and defined area of land
within a single local authority
enclosed within a parish boundary.
There are over 10,000 parishes in
England, which provide the first tier of
representation to their local residents

Parish council

A body elected by electors in the
parish which serves and represents
the area defined by the parish
boundaries. See also ‘Town council’

Parish (or Town) council electoral
arrangements

The total number of councillors on
any one parish or town council; the
number, names and boundaries of
parish wards; and the number of
councillors for each ward

Parish ward

A particular area of a parish, defined
for electoral, administrative and
representational purposes. Eligible
electors vote in whichever parish
ward they live for candidate or
candidates they wish to represent
them on the parish council

Town council

A parish council which has been
given ceremonial ‘town’ status. More
information on achieving such status
can be found at www.nalc.gov.uk

Under-represented

Where there are more electors per
councillor in a ward or division than
the average

Variance (or electoral variance)

How far the number of electors per
councillor in a ward or division varies
in percentage terms from the average
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Ward

A specific area of a district or
borough, defined for electoral,
administrative and representational
purposes. Eligible electors can vote in
whichever ward they are registered
for the candidate or candidates they
wish to represent them on the district
or borough council

57

The Local Government Boundary
Commission for England (LGBCE) was set
up by Parliament, independent of
Government and political parties. It is
directly accountable to Parliament through a
committee chaired by the Speaker of the
House of Commons. It is responsible for
conducting boundary, electoral and
structural reviews of local government.

Local Government Boundary Commission for
England
1st Floor, Windsor House
50 Victoria Street, London
SW1H 0TL
Telephone: 0330 500 1525
Email: reviews@lgbce.org.uk
Online: www.lgbce.org.uk or
www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk
Twitter: @LGBCE

