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Comment text:
We strongly disagree with the proposed boundary between Oakdale, Parkstone and Poole Town
wards. We believe that the Council's submission to the Commission was been a deliberate act of
gerrymandering by the exclusively Conservative and secretly conducted sub-committee that
generated it. The Poole People party is strong in central Poole, having two of the three councillors
(including me), whereas Parkstone is traditionally Conservative. We believe that the Conservatives
want to reduce the number of councillors in Poole Town ward to limit the Poole People party's
chances of getting councillors elected. We expect the committee probably thought the natural
Conservative majority in Parkstone would withstand the absorption of some Poole People voters. The
Commission's published proposals varied the Council's submission by making Oakdale, not
Parkstone, a three councillor ward. In its report it says "We agree with the Joint Committee that the
Longfleet area should be represented in a single ward but consider that it is likely to relate better
to Oakdale than to Parkstone. We therefore propose to include the area from Tatnam Road to the
cricket ground in our Oakdale ward." We disagree with this statement because (a) the Commission's
proposals do not incorporate all of Longfleet in Oakdale,as a significant chunk of Heckford Park
remains in Poole Town ward; and (b) Longfleet residents have always looked towards the town
centre and not Parkstone or Oakdale, and still do. Oakdale does not really have a community
centre, just a few shops either side of a major arterial road. When I was elected in 2010, the
eastern boundary of Poole Town ran along Parkstone road and up Fernside Road and back down
St.Marys Road incorporating roads such as Alverton Avenue, Churchfield Road and Birds Hill Road.
In the last review it lost much of this territory but was given the Jolliffe Road/Stokes Avenue area.
We believe that a coherent dividing line between the three wards would start from the Junction of
Tatnam Road and Wimborne Road, go up to Jolliffe Road to Fernside Road and then along Fernside
Road to the Civic Centre. We would also make the point that the nature of the town centre means
that the councillors representing Poole Town ward have a much more diverse range of issues to
cover and a greater number of organisations to liaise with than councillors in other wards. Ward
boundaries are determined according population and take no account of business interests, yet town
centre councillors are often approached by business owners and have a responsibility to listen to
their concerns. The town centre also has the greatest number of major planning applications and
licensing applications. Reducing the number of councillors to two is likely to impact on their ability
to cover off these issues between them. Therefore, if the current proposals are adopted, in terms of
equality of representation, town centre residents would in theory have proportionately the same
access to a councillor as other residents, but in reality the service they would receive is likely to be
poorer, other things being equal, because of the greater pressure on their councillors.
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The Liberal Democrats within Christchurch welcome the chance to comment on the Boundary Commission
proposals for the re‐alignment of wards within the current Christchurch Borough.
Overall our view of the latest proposals is that they largely reflect the status quo and potentially miss an
opportunity to undertake a more radical revision which would better reflect local community interests and
identities and provide more effective local government.
Our concerns centre on the proposed Commons and Burton Grange Wards and impinge on the
Christchurch Central Ward. We have no particular issues with the proposals for the other 2 wards.
As currently proposed the Commons Ward would consist of the 3 St Catherine's Polling Districts , both the
Jumpers Polling Districts and Portfield No. 1 Polling District., POA. With respect to the Commons Ward we
do not believe there is any real affinity between the property and electors in Hurn, St Catherine's and the
western half of Jumpers Common and those within the second Jumpers Polling District and the Portfield
wards. These we consider have a greater affinity with residents in the other Portfield Polling District,
currently within the Town Ward, and those in the western side of Christchurch Town. The border between
the Commons and Christchurch Central wards currently follows no natural boundaries and is excessively
convoluted and is consequently confusing to residents and their prospective representatives.
With respect to the proposed Burton Grange Ward we have long questioned the affinity between the
predominantly rural "village" developments of Burton and Winkton and the heavily developed and
fundamentally urban Grange Polling districts.
Moreover, they are physically separated by both the railway line and the A35 Christchurch by‐pass.
We consider that Burton and Winkton with their active Parish Council have a greater political and social
affinity with Hurn and St Catherine's, which have an active Parish Council in Hurn and an active Residents
Association in St Catherine's, than with Grange. We recognise that the River Avon geographically
separates the two areas but believe the greater affinity between them would overcome this.
With respect to Grange, we similarly consider there is both a greater affinity and geographical closeness
with Purewell and Stanpit than there is with Burton and Winkton.
Consequent on the above we consider that the area of Jumpers and Portfield between The Grove and the
River Avon plus the area of Grange be incorporated with the current Christchurch Central Polling Districts
to create two new Wards on either side of the River Avon. These could be known as Christchurch East and
Christchurch West and the combined reduced Commons and Burton areas be known as Christchurch
North
Based on our current understanding of potential voter numbers we believe that Christchurch North would
have an electorate of approximately 8,350 with a 2 Councillor representation. This would be within the +
or ‐ 10% of the average electorate proposed of 3963. We consider the boundary with the Christchurch
Town wards could run from Barrack Road north along The Grove to Fairmile Road and across to Marsh
Lane then turning south to follow the river down to the railway line, then east past the sewage works and
then follow the line of the A35 to Roeshot Hill.
1

Christchurch West would consist of the south eastern part of Jumpers, Portfield and the 2 town centre
Polling Districts.
This would give a total electorate of approximately 8100 with a 2 councillor representation, also within the
allowed average variance.
Christchurch East would consist of the 2 Grange Polling Districts plus the 2 Purewell and Stanpit Districts. It
would keep the existing Town Centre boundary with the Mudeford Ward and the border with Christchurch
west would be the River Avon. This would give a current electorate of approximately 6,700. This would be
below the currently acceptable variance against the average number of electors per councilor.
However, the populations of Grange and Purewell and Stanpit are projected to grow to approximately
7800 by 2020 which would be within the permitted variance.
If not acceptable in the short term some adjustment could be made to the border with Christchurch West,
possibly moving it to line along Willow Way, Sopers Lane and the by‐pass.
Whilst we concede that our proposals represent a considerable shift from what currently exists we
consider it can largely be achieved by re‐allocating Polling Districts as described which would minimise any
disturbance. We strongly believe that our proposals would result in better and more effective
representation for the Christchurch area and be a better basis for it's future as part of the combined
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Unitary Authority."
Keith Harrison, Constituency Secretary, on behalf of
Executive Committee
Christchurch and East Dorset Liberal Democrats
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