In Deal we have equally made the case of recognising the well-established and still present communities in
Middle Deal, Mill Hill and Walmer. We have put forward a case for maintaining a town centre ward (North
Deal) to “promote effective and convenient local government.”
We would like to draw your attention to Aylesham, which is currently undergoing a huge expansion, with
the developer stating they will complete their 1,200 home “Aylesham Garden Village” project in the ward
by 2024. If the developer is correct, the ward will be overstated by around 15% by 2024. We believe the
projected figures as advised by Dover District Council should be correlated with the developer, to ensure
their integrity.
Dover District Council procedure
The current political composition of the Council is 25 Conservatives, 18 Labour and 2 Independent
members.
Unfortunately, we believe we must draw your attention to our contention that the Conservative Group has
manipulated the LGBCE review to gain an unfair and unrepresentative electoral advantage.
As stated above, in February 2018 two officers were tasked with producing a ward boundary submission
based on LGBCE criteria. This review was conducted impartially and without any political interference.
The report was presented at the Electoral Matters Committee meeting on Thursday, 1st March, 2018. At
that meeting the Conservative Council Leader Keith Morris and Council Chair Sue Chandler presented their
own politically-based submission and voted for that submission to become the new council report. As the
three Conservative members of the committee were able to outvote the two Labour members, they did
not accept a single amendment made by a Labour councillor. At this point the council report lost any
independent non-political basis and became a political wolf in council/sheep’s clothing. It was neither
independent nor based on cross-party working.
At the close of that meeting the Council Leader instructed the officers to re-write the council submission to
their instructions, which meant the report would not be ready until a few hours before the start of the full
council meeting on March 7th. When the Labour councillors asked for officer support to produce an
alternative submission, the Council Leader denied that request.
The attempt by the Conservative councillors to submit their proposal as the council’s, and to pass an item
on the council agenda without it being available for scrutiny by councillors, ran contrary to the Dover
District Council constitution. Section 13.02 of the constitution states that all decisions will be made after
“due consultation and the taking of professional advice from officers” and a “presumption in favour of
openness.” Section 2.03 C (i): states “Councillors will have such rights of access to documents, information,
land and buildings of the Council as are necessary for the proper discharge of their functions and in
accordance with the law.”
We wrote to the Director of Governance raising these issues and the item was removed from the agenda.
The council rescheduled the item for an Extraordinary Council Meeting on 28th March. During the meeting
the Conservative Group agreed four amendments made by Conservative members, but voted against
amendments made by Independent and Labour councillors. The only amendment the Conservative Group
accepted from an opposition councillor at either the Electoral Matters Committee or Extraordinary Council
Meeting, was to change the name of “North Deal with Sholden” ward to “North Deal and Sholden.”
At the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 28th March the new Conservative Group/Council proposal was
voted against by both the two Independent members and the Labour Group. Instead we proposed
submitting the original independent officer proposal forward as a fair basis for a review.
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WARD 1 – LITTLE STOUR AND ASHSTONE

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):

Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 1
Little Stour & Ashstone
2
6,060
Electoral Variance (2023):
+4%
5,544
Electoral Variance (2017):
+2%
TAS
TGD
TPR
TSP
TST
TWG
 Ash Parish Council
 Staple Parish Council
 Goodnestone Parish Council
 Stourmouth Parish Council
 Preston Parish Council
 Wingham Parish Council
 Yes
 Sandwich Division
 This preserves the current Little Stour and Ashstone Ward boundaries by reducing the number of
councillors from 3 to 2.
 The Ward borders the administrative areas of Thanet District Council to the north and Canterbury City
Council to the West.
 There are good road links within the ward connecting the six parish areas.
 This is one of only two wards that remain unchanged in terms of area covered.
The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per councillor,
a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local government.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 2 –SANDWICH

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 2
Sandwich
2
5,737
Electoral Variance (2023):
-1%
4,795
Electoral Variance (2017):
-12%
TSA
TSB
TWR
 Sandwich Town Council
 Worth Parish Council
 Yes
 Sandwich
 The current 3 member Sandwich Ward consists of the polling districts TSA (Sandwich North), TSB
(Sandwich South), TWN (Woodnesborough) and TWR (Worth). This makes the ward too large for a
2 member ward and too small for a 3 member ward on the basis of the forecast electorate. The
removal of the Woodnesborough polling district, which is coterminous with the boundaries of
Woodnesborough Parish Council ensures that the new Ward is within 1% of the target electorate of
5,805 for a 2 member ward.
 This ward is one of two wards, the other being the Aylesham Rural Ward, that have a slightly larger
than target electoral variance for 2017. However, based on the forecast electorate and dwellings
growth this will correct within the next 6 years.
 The A258 Deal Road links the communities of Sandwich and Worth and the Guilford Road links
Sandwich to the Sandwich Bay Estate.
The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per
councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local government.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 3 –AYLESHAM RURAL

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Street Changes:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

WARD 3
Aylesham Rural
2
6,344
Electoral Variance (2023):
5,547
Electoral Variance (2017):
PAY
PNN
PSL1
 Aylesham Parish Council
 Nonington Parish Council
 Shepherdswell Parish Council
 Yes – Aylesham, Shepherdswell and Nonington
 Dover North
AMENDMENT:
The existing Aylesham ward will include the PSL1 polling district.


+9%
+4%

The Aylesham Ward as currently configured of polling districts PAY and PNN is too large for a 1
member ward and too small for a 2 member ward. The addition of the PSL1 will create a 2 member
ward within the 10% variance needed by 2017 and 2023.
 Aylesham is currently undergoing substantial growth. The housing developer, Persimmons, state on
their website “when the development is completed in around eight years time (2024), there will be a
total of (new) 1,200 homes.” Of these 1,200 homes, the developer believes “at the current rate of
progress, it is anticipated that a total of 400 homes will have been completed by spring 2018.” There
has been a lull in this development due to the recession and discussions over planning permission,
which are resolved. We believe the additional 800 homes will be completed by 2024. These new
residents, combined with the existing electors, will produce 5700 electors by 2024 – enough to allow
Aylesham to exist as a 2 member ward without the inclusion of other villages.
www.ayleshamgardenvillage.co.uk
 If those figures are not accepted, we have looked at an alternative and considered the need for a
new ward to reflect community identity, transport links and natural boundaries. While the original
proposal published by DDC officers in February 2018 recommended including Elvington village in a
new Aylesham ward, we believe while there are historic links between the two areas based on their
shared coal-mining background, there are better current transport links between Shepherdswell and
Aylesham via road on the A2 Dover Road and by train, with concurrent stations connecting
Shepherdswell, Snowdown and Aylesham.
 We recognise that neither Shepherdswell nor Elvington share links as a community with Aylesham,
nor are they expected to in the near future, e.g. the residents of Elvington visit the community centre
in nearby Eythorne, not Aylesham, so on balance we have opted to include Shepherdswell in our
new proposed ward to achieve good electoral equality.
In recognition of the expansion of the area, the suffix „rural‟ has been incorporated into the proposed name.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 4 – EASTRY RURAL

WARD 4
Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):

Eastry Rural
2
5,287

Electoral Variance (2023):

-9%

Current Electorate (2017):

4,876

Electoral Variance (2017):

-11%

Polling Districts:

PEA

Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Street Changes:

PNR

PSH
TWN
(Amended)
 Eastry Parish Council
 Woodnesborough Parish Council
 Northbourne Parish Council
 Sholden Parish Council
 Yes
 Dover North (PNR)
 Deal & Walmer (PSH)
 Sandwich (PEA & TWN)
AMENDMENT:
a) The new ward boundary will include the TWN polling district.
b) The new ward boundary will include the majority of the PSH polling district, except for the following
streets which will be transferred to the AD1 polling district.


Golf Road, Greenacres Park (Golf Road) and Redhouse Wall (Golf Road).

Rationale:

Name Rationale:

Amendments:

• Pre-1974 these parishes formed the basis of Eastry Rural District Council.
• There are good internal road connections between the parishes using the A256 and Deal Road.
• We have looked to propose a ward that gives the best balance of electoral equality and reflects community
identity. We have also aimed to identify clear and long-lasting boundaries. In doing so we have identified the
new developments at Betteshanger Park and the opening of Hadlow College as an agricultural college, as
key components that will play an increasingly important role in providing new employment and
cultural/educational links in this ward boundary. The combined community links of education and
employment, as well as the transport links, have influenced our decision.
The use off the name Eastry Rural reflects the rural nature of the ward and the largest population centre.
The name also reflects the historical Eastry Rural District Council (1894 – 1974) as all the parishes in the
proposed new ward were part of that body.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

Ward Name:
This ward boundary is
supported by the following:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):

WARD 5
Eythorne and Coldred
Current District Councillor Peter Walker
1
2,634

Electoral Variance (2023):

-9%

Current Electorate (2017):

2,434

Electoral Variance (2017):

-3%

Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):

PEX1
PEX2
PTI
 Eythorne Parish Council

Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:

Amendments:




PSL2



Tilmanstone Parish Council
Shepherdswell-with-Coldred Parish Council

Yes
Dover North (PTI)
 Dover West (PEX1, PEX2, PSL2)
In our decision to propose this ward we gave consideration to the local evidence provided by District
Councillor Peter Walker, who consulted with electors in his ward to discuss alternative ward
boundaries. Our aim is to achieve good electoral equality, reflect community identities and securing
effective local government. To do so we have identified these reasons for this ward boundary:
 (Boundaries) The A2 to the West and A256 to the East form as a natural boundary around the
proposed ward, giving a sense of enclosed community.
 (Cultural links) Residents in Eythorne use the facilities based in Elvington. They do not have a
community link Aylesham, for example they visit the community centre in Eythorne, not Aylesham.
Equally children in Elvington attend secondary schools in Dover, whereas many pupils in Aylesham
travel to schools in Canterbury.
 (Local government) The ward measures just 4 miles across from Coldred to Tilmanstone, via the
main road through Eythorne, connecting the three main areas with good transport links and access
to local government. It is our preferred ward boundary to meet the three aims of the LGBCE.
LGBCE guidelines state that where a ward remains largely unchanged the existing ward name will be
retained. However, in recognition of the expansion of the area, we have proposed “Eythorne and Coldred”
as the ward name, as the ward will centre on the larger area of Eythorne, while recognising Coldred.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 6 – DOVER DOWNS

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:

Amendments:

WARD 6
Dover Downs
1
3,035
Electoral Variance (2023):
+5%
2,852
Electoral Variance (2017):
+12
PDD
PDW
PLN
PAK
PTE
 Denton-with-Wootton Parish Council
 Alkham Parish Council
 Lydden Parish Council
 Temple Ewell Parish Council
 Yes
 Dover West
In our decision to propose this ward we gave consideration to the local evidence provided by District
Councillor Peter Walker, who consulted with electors in his ward to discuss alternative ward
boundaries. Our aim is to achieve good electoral equality, reflect community identities and securing
effective local government. To do so we have identified these reasons for this ward boundary:
 (Boundaries) The A2 to the East will form as a boundary line around the proposed ward.
 (Cultural links) This is a distinctive area within the rural countryside, with a shared rural identity and
a shared interest in the farming industry. While Lydden, Temple Ewell and Alkham have a common
shared identity and good transport links, it was important to include PDD and PDW polling districts to
achieve good electoral equality.
 (Local government) The ward has a concurrent transport route connecting the five polling districts.
The main “Alkham Valley Road” in Alkham (PAK) leads into Temple Ewell (PTE), connecting to the
A2 main road towards Lydden (PLN) and Wooton (PDW) AND Denton (PDD).
We have selected the name “Dover Downs” to reflect the name of the County Division, “Dover West”, while
referencing the geographic layout of the area.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 7 – WHITFIELD RURAL

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 7
Whitfield Rural
2
6,116
Electoral Variance (2023):
+5%
5,333
Electoral Variance (2017):
-2%
PLG
PSU
PWH
PWT
 Langdon Parish Council
 Whitfield Parish Council
 Sutton-by-Dover Parish Council
 Yes
 Dover North
 Dover West
There are strong road links between the three parishes and it provides for a strong degree of electoral
equality.
The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per
councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local government.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

The name reflects the largest population centre.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 8 – KINGSDOWN RURAL

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 8
Kingsdown Rural
1
2,608
Electoral Variance (2023):
-4%
2,567
Electoral Variance (2017):
-12%
PGM
PRG
PRK
PRP
 Great Mongeham Parish Council
 Ripple Parish Council
 Ringwould with Kingsdown Parish Council
 Yes
 Dover North
This proposed ward could have been combined with either the Whitfield Rural or Kingsdown Rural wards to
create either a 3 or 2 member ward respectively. However, the geographic links as parishes bordering Deal
persuaded officers as to the merits of keeping this as a single member ward. These villages have strong
links to Deal and Walmer in terms of employment, shopping and leisure.
The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per
councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local government.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

The name reflects the largest population centre, a former limb of the Cinque Ports.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 9 – CAPEL-LE-FERNE AND RIVER

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 9
Capel-le-Ferne and River
2
5,387
5,225
PCF
PHM
PRV
 Capel-le-Ferne Parish Council

Electoral Variance (2023):
Electoral Variance (2017):



-7%
-3%

Hougham Without Parish Council
River Parish Council

 Yes
 Dover West (PCF and PHM)
 Dover Town (PRV)
In creating this ward consideration was given to evaluating whether the existing Capel-le-Ferne ward,
(including Hougham-Without), would be more appropriately linked to Alkham (PAK) or River (PRV). To
make a decision the Labour group looked at the LGBCE criteria.
(Transport links) The three areas are connected by a rural road, Abbey Road, which connects Capel to
River, via Hougham. For residents in Hougham the most popular route to Folkestone is via Capel-le-Ferne,
while the popular route to either Dover or Canterbury is through River/Folkestone Road. We consider there
are more popular routes connecting River to Capel, than linking either ward to Alkham.
(Shared interests) We also assessed which areas have shared interests. The LGBCE guidance suggests
that when assessing an area‟s identity “areas may have different needs and interests though they could be
located next to each other. One area might be more affected by urban issues”. While Hougham, River and
Capel-le-Ferne are geographically separate villages, they share cultural identities. All three are urban
conurbations concentrated together within a close proximity within the countryside. In contrast Alkham has
spread-out pockets of smaller hamlets, connected along the rural Alkham Valley Road. Hougham, River and
Capel-le-Ferne face similar issues such as the building of new large housing developments, play areas,
schools and retired populations. Alkham has a different rural identity.
(Identifiable boundaries) In looking at the LGBCE guidelines on boundaries we have considered if there are
“constructions such as major roads and railway lines can also form well known barriers between
communities.” The Alkham Valley Road provides a clear barrier to any new ward boundary.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

The name is a combination of the two existing ward names of Capel-le-Ferne and River.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018 as to identify transport links, shared interests and identifiable boundaries.

WARD 10 – ST MARGARET’S-AT-CLIFFE

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

WARD 10
St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe
1
2,842
Electoral Variance (2023):
-2%
2,708
Electoral Variance (2017):
-1%
PGS
PSM
 Guston Parish Council
 St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe Parish Council
 Yes
 Dover North
This proposed ward could have been combined with either the Whitfield Rural or Kingsdown Rural wards to
create either a 3 or 2 member wards respectively. However, the geographic links between Guston and St
Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe, the expected housing development at Connaught Barracks and the level of electoral
equality achieved by keeping this as a single member ward have persuaded officers as to the merits of
keeping this as a single member ward.
Although the ward retains the name St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe, it no longer includes the parishes of Sutton-byDover, Langdon and Ripple that were part of the current St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe.
The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per
councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local government.

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe is the largest community within the new ward and maintains the name of the ward
that previously contained the parishes of Guston and St Margaret‟s-at-Cliffe.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

WARD 11 - WALMER

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary?
County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

WARD 11
Walmer
2
6,249
Electoral Variance (2023):
+7%
6,072
Electoral Variance (2017):
+11%
AA1
AA2
AA3
 Walmer Parish Council (Partial – excludes
AA4)
 Yes
 Deal and Walmer
 The Walmer Ward will be based upon the community based solely within the Walmer Parish Council
area.
 The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902 residents per
councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes convenient local
government.
In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council officers
in February 2018.

WARD 12 – NORTH DEAL

Ward Name:
This ward is supported by:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
County Division:
Street Changes:

County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:

WARD 12
North Deal
Dover District Councillor Bill Gardner. Current Deal Town Councillors Susan Beer and Peter Inch.
2
5,441
Electoral Variance (2023):
+3%
5,631
Electoral Variance (2017):
-6%
AD1
AD2
AD3
AA4
PSH* (partial)
 Deal Town Council
 Walmer Parish Council (AA4)
Based on Parish Boundary(s)? No
 Deal and Walmer
(*) AMENDMENT:
(a) It is proposed that the following streets be transferred from the PSH polling district to AD1.
Golf Road, Greenacres Park (Golf Road) and Redhouse Wall (Golf Road).
 Deal and Walmer
The Labour Group has made slight changes to the officer report (Feb 2018).
 (Local government) The LGBCE aims to secure “effective and convenient local government…
(with)… each elector in a local authority having a vote of equal weight.” Currently there are electors
in PSH who must travel past two polling stations to reach their polling station, due to the road
network. This leads to a disadvantage in voting for these electors. We aim to address this by
relocating them within AD1.
 (Cultural links)The LGBCE guidance states a new ward must have regard to “the need to reflect the
identities and interests of local communities… which will not break local ties” and “the desirability of
fixing boundaries which are and will remain easily identifiable.” This proposal satisfies that criteria,
as it encompasses the entire town centre area, which retains its own unique identity of shops, pubs
and train station, which is long established and in future will continue to remain uniquely different to
other residential areas.
 LGBCE guidance states “we will wish to explore the way in which councils and councillors aim to
work effectively with their communities.” The ward councillor Bill Gardner has recommended
retaining the exisiting ward boundary, as it includes all of the shops, pubs and betting shops. Having
the town centre issues (anti-social behaviour and licensing applications etc.) within one ward will
“promote effective and convenient local government”, whereas dividing the town centre into different
wards will not.
 We have considered the Dover District Council proposal (March 2018), written by Conservative
Party councillors, which will divide the town centre into two wards. Deal Town Hall, which is the
central and administrative centre of the town, would no longer be in a town centre ward, but instead
join the rural wards of Walmer and Sholden. We believe that runs against LGBCE guidance.
 (Identifiable boundaries) This proposal has a clear boundary with the train lines to the West and
seafront to the East.
 In 2.16 of the DDC „ward pattern submission‟ document the council recommends that “where wards
remain largely unchanged the existing name should be retained unless a good reason is provided.”
This identifies the recommendation would be to keep the name unchanged.

WARD 13 – MIDDLE DEAL

WARD 13
Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:

Middle Deal
2
5,274
5,036
AB1
AB2

Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:
County Division:
Rationale:

 Deal Town Council
 Yes – it is wholly within the parish of Deal
The inclusion of Hyton Drive from PSH into AB3.
 Deal and Walmer
We have considered several amendments to this proposal and have decided to weigh the criteria of
our decisions.
 (Identifiable boundaries and cultural links) The LGBCE guidance states that “included in the
community identities and interests criterion is the desirability of fixing boundaries which are and will
remain easily identifiable, and which will not break local ties.” This proposal satisfies that criteria.
 Middle Deal has a clear cultural and historic community identity based on the use of local facilities;
such as the local Victoria Walmer & District War Memorial Hospital, Deal Town Football Club and
Tides Leisure Centre and Swimming Pool. It has a strong historic identity as Middle Deal, separate
to Sholden and Walmer.
 It has a clearly identified boundary, the railway line.
 The LGBCE guidance also states “we will also need to gain a clear understanding of the extent and
nature of communities and the linkages between them.” We have considered the Dover District
Council proposal (March 2018), written by Conservative Party councillors, which will divide the
historic area of Middle Deal into two wards. Their proposed ward conjoins part of suburban Middle
Deal, with rural areas in AC3, such as Mongeham Road, and the town centre/seafront (AD3), which
is based on retail and tourism. There are no cultural identity or community links between these areas
and no natural boundary.
 (Electoral equality) We have included Hyton Drive to provide electoral equality.
In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been largely retained. The removal of the parish of Sholden has seen the proposed
name change from Middle Deal and Sholden to „Middle Deal‟.

Name Rationale:

Electoral Variance (2023):
Electoral Variance (2017):
AB3

-9%
-8%

PSH
(partial)

WARD 14 – MILL HILL

Ward Name:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:

WARD 14
Mill Hill
2
6,018
Electoral Variance (2023):
+4%
6,079
Electoral Variance (2017):
+12%
AC1
AC2
AC3
 Deal Town Council
 Yes – it is wholly within the parish of Deal
 Deal and Walmer
The LGBCE guidance states “the primary consideration has been to achieve good electoral equality,
while seeking to reflect community identities and securing effective and convenient local
government.” There is also “the desirability of fixing boundaries which are and will remain easily
identifiable, and which will not break local ties.” The current 3 member ward of Mill Hill works well as
a 2 member ward under these proposals.
 (Electoral equality) The proposal meets the criteria on electoral equality.
 (Cultural identity) The residents of the community are connected through the use of local facilities;
namely the Miners Welfare Club and Betteshanger Sports & Social Club which are based within in
the ward. There is also a longstanding shared community identity in Mill Hill, as the churches within
the ward were built by miners from that community.
 The LGBCE guidance also states “we will also need to gain a clear understanding of the extent and
nature of communities and the linkages between them.” We have considered the Dover District
Council proposal (March 2018), written by Conservative Party councillors, which will subsume Mill
Hill into a ward stretching from Walmer, rural areas in AC3, and the town centre/seafront (AD3),
which is based on retail and tourism. There are no cultural or community links between these areas.
This runs contrary to LGBCE guidance.
In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained.

WARD 15 – ST RADIGUND’S

Ward Name:
This ward boundary is
supported by the following:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:

County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

WARD 15
St Radigund‟s
Current District Councillors Sue Jones and Kevin Mills.
Current Dover Town Councillor Ian Palmer.
2
6,076
Electoral Variance (2023):
+5%
5,214
Electoral Variance (2017):
-4%
BG1
BG2
BH2 (partial)
 Dover Town Council
 Yes – wholly within the area of Dover Town Council
(*) AMENDMENT:
The removal of a number of streets from BH2 to BH1 to improve electoral equality.
 Priory Grove, Maison Dieu Place, Wood Street, Victoria Crescent, High Street, Tower Hamlets
Road, De Burgh Street, De Burgh Hill and Templar Street.


Dover Town
The LGBCE states “Included in the community identities and interests criterion is the desirability of
fixing boundaries which are and will remain easily identifiable, and which will not break local ties.”
We have proposed this ward based on these guidelines.
 As a community the residents of this ward have the Triangles community centre in Poulton Close as
their cultural meeting point. It is regularly used by residents for local meetings, coffee mornings,
exercise classes and a nursery. It is also houses the local Sure Start Childrens Centre. Sited beside
the hospital, this is cultural epicentre of the community.
 Geographically the ward is in a flat valley, physically separate from Buckland and Tower Hamlets.
 St Radigund‟s is connected by three main roads running through the ward; London Road, Barton
Road and Maison Dieu Road. The ward has an existing identity based on the retail shops in the
London Road area and the residential streets.
 In 2.16 of the DDC „ward pattern submission‟ document the council recommends that “where wards
remain largely unchanged the existing name should be retained unless a good reason is provided.”
The Labour Group has made amendments to the name proposed by the Dover District Council officers in
February 2018.

WARD 16 – TOWER HAMLETS

Ward Name:
This ward boundary is
supported by the following:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:

County Division:
Rationale:

Amendments:

WARD 16
Tower Hamlets
Current District Councillor Pamela Brivio.
Current Dover Town Councillor Charlie Zosseder.
1
2,914
Electoral Variance (2023):
0%
2,844
Electoral Variance (2017):
+7%
BH1
BH2
(partial)
 Dover Town Council
 Yes – wholly within the area of Dover Town Council
(*) AMENDMENT:
We propose a one member Tower Hamlets ward based around the BH1 polling district, with two
streets (Priory Hill and High Street) included from BF to reflect the natural boundary and a number of
streets included from BH2 to BH1 to improve electoral equality.
 Priory Grove, Maison Dieu Place, Wood Street, Victoria Crescent, High Street, Tower Hamlets
Road, De Burgh Street, De Burgh Hill and Templar Street.
 Dover Town
The LGBCE policy guidance asks groups to consider if “there a residents group or any other local
organisation that represents the area?... Does your pattern of wards reflect where local people go for
shopping (and) leisure facilities?"
 (Identifiable boundaries) Tower Hamlets has a defined community, connected by the main road
(Astor Avenue/Tower Street). It is an enclosed area separated from other areas by the main roads.
There are very few residential streets linking this ward to other wards.
 (Cultural identity) The ward has several local community groups (including a well-established
residents group Tower Hamlets Forum) and three community centres use by local residents. (The
Ark, which hosts a great deal of community activities from toddler groups to coffee mornings,
Rowellan Hall, used by local Cubs and Beavers plus is hired by the local community for quizzes,
birthday parties etc. and Curzon Hall, where the local “Tower Hamlets Forum” residents group
meets bi-monthly.) The ward also has its own local play park, which is well used by local residents
from BH1.
 The ward of Tower Hamlets, based around BH1, has a very clear community identity which would
be lost if it was to merge with any other area.
 The LGBCE guidance states “we will wish to explore the way in which councils and councillors aim
to work effectively with their communities.” The ward councillor Pam Brivio has suggested this
proposed ward as it would not be effective merging Tower Hamlets with another ward, due to its
distinct, self-contained nature.
The Labour Group has made amendments to the ward proposed by the Dover District Council officers in
February 2018.

WARD 17 – TOWN AND CASTLE

Ward Name:
This ward boundary is
supported by the following:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:

County Division:
Rationale:

Amendments:

WARD 17
Town and Castle
Existing Town Councillor John Heron
2
6,175
Electoral Variance (2023):
+7%
5,700
Electoral Variance (2017):
+5%
BJ1
BJ2
BD
BF (partial)
 Dover Town Council
 Yes – Wholly within the area of Dover Town Council
(*) AMENDMENT:
 The ward will merge the “Town and Pier” ward with “Castle” ward and part of the “Maxton, Elms
Vale and Priory” ward.
 The proposed will also move Longfield Road, Underdown Road and North Street from BF polling
district into BE to address electoral fairness and the natural boundary of Maxton.
 It will also remove properties in High Street and Priory Hill from BF into BH1.
 Dover Town
The aim of the LGBCE guidance is to give “achieve good electoral equality, while seeking to reflect
community identities and securing effective and convenient local government.” It is not possible to retain
Town & Pier ward or Castle ward as separate areas, due to electoral inequality in the wards. In order to
achieve the three aims we have considered merging wards close to Dover town centre to retain community
identities.
 (Shared Interests) The LGBCE guidance asks “are there particular issues that affect your
community which aren‟t necessarily relevant to neighbouring areas that might help us determine
where a ward boundary should be drawn?” All three wards are commonly affected by a particular
issue, as each contains a main road with heavy goods vehicles travelling to the Port of Dover.
Folkestone Road (BF), A20 (BJ1) and the A256 (BJ2 and BD) are affected by Operation Stack and
Dover Tap, which are traffic programs in place to manage congested HGV traffic to the port.
 All three wards also have residential communities which touch the town centre boundary.
 Town and Pier and Castle Wards currently contain the areas relating to Dover Eastern docks
(Castle) and Dover Western Docks (Town and Pier) and there is merit in including the whole
operation of the Port of Dover within a single ward. The new ward would also include four of Dover‟s
main historical landmarks - Dover Castle, Dover Town Hall, the Drop Redoubt at the Western
Heights and the Dover Roman Painted House Museum.
The Labour Group has made slight amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018, removing three streets which culturally belong in BE polling district.

WARD 18 – Maxton and Elms Vale

Ward Name:
This ward boundary is
supported by the following:
Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:

County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:

WARD 18
Maxton and Elms Vale
The three current Dover District Councillors for Maxton, Elms Vale and Priory:
John Heron, Ann Napier and Peter Wallace.
Former District Councillor Sue Jones.
1
3,145
Electoral Variance (2023):
+9%
3,142
Electoral Variance (2017):
+16%
BE
BF (partial)
 Dover Town Council
 Yes – Wholly within the area of Dover Town Council
(*) AMENDMENT:
 We recommend moving a number of properties from polling district BF (Priory) to polling district BE
(Maxton and Elms Vale) to improve electoral equality; Longfield Road, Underdown Road and North
Street.
 Dover Town
In our decision to propose this ward we gave consideration to the local evidence provided by the three
District Councillors. Our aim is to achieve good electoral equality, reflect community identities and securing
effective local government. To do so we have identified these reasons for this ward boundary:
 (Boundaries and electoral fairness) Currently Longfield Road is divided between two polling districts.
We have considered LGBCE guidance which states in regard to electoral fairness that “each elector
(has)… a vote of equal weight when it comes to the election of councillors”. This proposal would
ensure that equality by providing equal access to one polling station.
 We have also aimed to provide “boundaries that are easily identifiable” and that “reflect the identities
and interests of local communities”. Maxton and Elms Vale has traditionally been recognised as a
separate area from Dover, which is at present still centred around the community centre in Church
Road, St Martins primary school, two local pubs (Crown & Sceptre and Boars Head) and shop in
Elms Vale Road. It has a vibrate community and has retained its own identity since the 1940s,
despite becoming a suburb of Dover, and is recognised locally by residents as “Maxton”. It has no
cultural links with Tower Hamlets and there is a physical boundary between the two wards at Astor
Avenue/Eaton Road.
 Maxton is physically separated from Tower Hamlets, with a 5 minute walk between the last house in
Eaton Road and the first house in Astor Avenue. This physical space is recognised as the barrier
between the two wards, which are separated by fields and not connected by any residential housing.
In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained. In this case as the Priory polling district (BF) has largely been
removed from the Maxton, Elms Vale and Priory Ward it is proposed to name the new ward Maxton and
Elms Vale.

WARD 19 – BUCKLAND

WARD 19
Ward Name:

Buckland

This ward boundary is
supported by the following:

District Councillor Simon Bannister
District Councillor Nathaniel Richards
District Councillor Daniel Sargent
2
5,537
Electoral Variance (2023):
-5%
5,529
Electoral Variance (2017):
+2%
BC1
BC2
 Dover Town Council
 Yes – Wholly within the Dover Town Council Area
 None.
 Dover Town
The current ward of Buckland remains unchanged as it provides for a good degree of electoral equality with
the reduction from a 3 to 2 member ward.
 (Identifiable boundaries) Buckland is geographically isolated by its position on a steep hill and it is
separated from lowlands Dover by the A256. There are no inter-connecting transport links between
Buckland and nearby Dover town wards, as access to the Buckland housing estate is restricted by
the funnelled entrance and exit roads, e.g. Brookfield Avenue to Dover and Melbourne Avenue to
Whitfield.
 (Cultural links) Buckland is a distinctive area, focused around the use of the Buckland Community
Centre in Roosevelt Road, which is regularly used by the community for classes, social events and
discos. It also has several nurseries, primary schools and two secondary schools within the ward,
which has allowed the ward to flourish as a self-contained community.
 (Summary) The existing ward boundary complies with the criteria advised by the LGBCE; 2,902
residents per councillor, a community identity, a natural boundary and the ward promotes
convenient local government.
In keeping with the technical guidance issued by the LGBCE where a ward remains largely unchanged the
existing ward name has been retained.
The Labour Group has made no amendments to the proposals originally made by Dover District Council
officers in February 2018.

Number of Councillors:
Forecast Electorate (2023):
Current Electorate (2017):
Polling Districts:
Parish Council(s):
Based on Parish Boundary(s)?
Street Changes:
County Division:
Rationale:

Name Rationale:
Amendments:

However, the name of Ewell (derived from the Old English word for river source or spring – in this case the
River Dour) and Sibertswold (a historic name for Shepherdswell) was selected as it reflects the heritage of
the new ward. In addition, Sibertswold is the name of the local primary school in Shepherdswell.

