
 
Daydreaming with Stanley Kubrick  
in partnership with Canon 
30 June – 29 August 2016 
West Wing, Somerset House, London 
£12.50/£9.50 (concessions) 

A host of contemporary artists, film makers and 
musicians showcase works inspired by Stanley Kubrick for an original exhibition, curated 
by Mo’Wax and UNKLE founder, artist and DJ James Lavelle, in celebration of a genius 

and giant of cinema 

This summer, Somerset House will stage an exciting exhibition which explores the impact of one of the most 
innovative and influential film makers of all time – Stanley Kubrick – through some of today’s most talented 
creatives, from the established to the emerging.   

Contributors include Sarah Lucas, Gavin Turk, Joseph Kosuth, Doug Aitken, Michael Nyman, Mat 
Collishaw, Peter Kennard, Charlotte Colbert, Polly Morgan, Rachel Howard, Nancy Fouts, Nathan 
Coley, Philip Castle and Doug Foster, all of whom will provide a new or existing work which has been 
inspired by Stanley Kubrick.  Participating artists have been invited to respond to a film, scene, character or 
theme from the Kubrick archives, shining new perspectives onto the cinematic master’s lifework.  

Pioneering conceptual artist Joseph Kosuth will create an installation of text from Kubrick’s films, while 
photomontage artist Peter Kennard will juxtapose images of characters set in the War Room of Dr Strangelove 
with present day leaders of nuclear states, in a statement about the renewal of Trident.  Inspired by the 
Stargate sequence in 2001: A Space Odyssey, film maker Doug Foster will invite visitors to experience an 
endless, widescreen tunnel and referencing the same film, Mat Collishaw will make a spaceman’s helmet 
featuring otherworldly sights and sounds. 

Doug Aitken will provide ‘Twilight’, a public pay phone bathed in a luminous glow, which will be reminiscent 
of the Dr Strangelove scene where Mandrake attempts to make a collect call to the President of the United 
States.  Sarah Lucas will lend ‘Priapus’, a phallic sculpture suggestive of the iconic murder weapon in A 
Clockwork Orange.  

The exhibition is supported by artist Christiane Kubrick, the director’s wife of 41 years, who will be painting 
a new piece especially for the show, and Jan Harlan, Kubrick’s Executive Producer for 28 years.  It is 
additionally endorsed by Warner Bros. Pictures, who collaborated with Kubrick on all his films since 1971. 

Kubrick began making films at the age of 25, with his first big feature The Killing in 1956.  Over the 
following four decades, he directed cinema classics including Dr Strangelove, 2001: A Space Odyssey, A 
Clockwork Orange, Barry Lyndon, The Shining, Full Metal Jacket and Eyes Wide Shut.  He did not allow 
himself to be controlled by the Hollywood studios, therefore delivering  

films of pertinence and power, sometimes of controversy and always of originality across genres, inspiring 
future generations of film makers and artists alike. 



The exhibition is curated by Mo’Wax and UNKLE founder, artist and DJ James Lavelle, a lifelong fan whose 
recordings with his band UNKLE often reference Kubrick, and James Putnam.  Lavelle said: “As a young 
teenager I discovered 2001: A Space Odyssey at my local video store. On the first viewing, the film blew my 
mind, and my love affair with Stanley Kubrick’s work began. 

“The impact that Stanley had on me as a young artist was immense, so much so that I felt the need to find him 
and involve him in the universe I was trying to build.  He had expressed interest in directing the music video 
for ‘Lonely Soul’, but sadly he passed away before the conversation was completed.  However this is the 
feeling that I want to share and encourage in Daydreaming with Stanley Kubrick, inspiring a new generation 
of Kubrick youth.” 

Coinciding with the exhibition, the BFI will re-release Stanley Kubrick’s masterpiece Barry Lyndon at 
cinemas across the UK on Friday 29 July 2016.  Recounting the rise and fall of an 18th-century Irish 
adventurer played by Ryan O’Neal, Kubrick’s period drama was based on a novel by William Makepeace 
Thackeray and won four Academy Awards.  The re-release will give UK-wide audiences the chance to 
appreciate this stunning film on the big screen.  Barry Lyndon is the latest film to be brought back to UK 
cinemas by the BFI as part of its ongoing partnership with Warner Bros. 

Imaging company Canon will be partnering with Somerset House on Daydreaming with Stanley Kubrick, by 
providing its latest image making technologies to help inspire participating artists and by launching a young 
film makers’ competition to support future film pioneers like Kubrick. 

On 17 July, UNKLE will also be headlining at this year’s Summer Series at Somerset House with a set 
inspired by Stanley Kubrick.  Featuring special guest collaborations, memorable musical scores of Kubrick’s 
films will be mixed into UNKLE’s material and classic clips and stills from the Kubrick catalogue will be 
projected. 

Additional support to the exhibition is generously provided by the Blavatnik Family Foundation. 

Ends 

For press enquiries and images, please contact Stephanie Lilley, Deputy Head of PR: 
press@somersethouse.org.uk / 0207 845 4624. 
  
  
Notes to Editors 
Dates: 30 June – 29 August 2016  
Open Daily: 10am - 6pm, with selected late night openings on Thursdays 
Address: West Wing, Somerset House, Strand, London WC2R 1LA 
Admission: £12.50/£9.50 concessions 
Transport: London Underground: Temple, Embankment, Covent Garden; Network Rail: Charing Cross, Waterloo, 
Blackfriars 
Somerset House public enquiries: 020 7845 4600 | www.somersethouse.org.uk 
Somerset House Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/SomersetHouse 
Somerset House Twitter: @SomersetHouse 
Somerset House Instagram: @SomersetHouseLondon 
Hashtag: #dreamkubrick #canonkubrick 
  
About Somerset House 
A unique part of the London cultural scene, Somerset House is an historic building where surprising and original work 
comes to life. From its 18th century origins, Somerset House has been a centre for debate and discussion – an intellectual 
powerhouse for the nation. Somerset House is today a key cultural  
destination in London in which to experience a broad range of artistic activity, engage with artists, designers and makers 
and be a part of a major creative forum – an environment that is relaxed, welcoming to all and inspirational to visit while 
providing a stimulating workplace for the cultural and creative industries.  Since its opening in 2000, Somerset House has 
built up a distinctive outdoor public programme including Skate, concerts, an open-air film season and a diverse range of 
temporary exhibitions throughout the site focusing on contemporary culture, with an extensive learning programme 
attached. It is one of the biggest community of creative organisations in London including The Courtauld Gallery and 
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Institute of Art, King’s College London Cultural Institute and over 100 other creative businesses. It currently attracts 
approximately 3.2 million visitors every year.  www.somersethouse.org.uk.  

About Canon 
Canon (UK) Ltd is the UK & Ireland marketing and sales operation for the global company, Canon Inc., based in Tokyo, 
Japan and it employs around 2,150 people. 

Founded in 1937, with the specific goal of making the best quality cameras available to customers, Canon’s tireless 
passion for the Power of Image has since extended its technology into many other markets and has established it as a 
world leader in both consumer and business imaging solutions. Its solutions comprise products ranging from digital 
compact and SLR cameras, through broadcast lenses and portable X-ray machines, to multi-function and production 
printers, all supported by a range of value added services. 

Canon invests heavily in R&D to deliver the richest and most innovative products and services to satisfy customers’ 
creative needs. From amateur photographers to professional print companies, Canon enables each customer to realise their 
own passion for image. 

Canon believes that considering the interests of society and the environment is an integral part of good business practice 
and this is embodied in its corporate philosophy Kyosei - ‘living and working together for the common good’. 

For further information about Canon UK please visit 
http://www.canon.co.uk/  

For further information about Canon Ireland please visit 
http://www.canon.ie/ 

About Daydreaming with 
Inspired by the desire to marry music and the visual arts, Daydreaming With… is an arts and music exhibition, which aims 
to create a unique and multi-sensory experience, unprecedented by gallery exhibitions or music festivals. 

The artists involved represent a wide range of disciplines including contemporary art, music, film, fashion, performance, 
photography, painting and sculpture, providing an opportunity for members of both the music and visual arts communities 
of all ages to engage with one another, and to experience these media in a new and exciting way. 

The inaugural exhibition ‘Daydreaming With… James Lavelle’ took place at the prestigious gallery Haunch of Venison in 
London in 2010, from where it travelled to Hong Kong’s Taikoo Place in 2012, and received 30,000 visitors in one month. 
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