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This will be the last issue of Concern with its
present name and in its present format.

The Autumn 2014 edition will continue the numbering
sequence and be Issue 213, but it will have a new name,

infellowship

It will also have a new format, folded and stapled on
the short edge, although the page size and number of
pages will normally remain the same.

In this issue EFCC Committee Chairman, Bill
Calder takes over Mike Plant’s usual In Fellowship slot
and combines it with a short report on the EFCC Annual
Meeting held at Canon Park. For those who have not
picked up on this before, Mike is having a well-deserved
Sabbatical but, before he started it, he had time to
submit a report on his recent visit to Macedonia with
Margaret, which features in the All Nations series.
Reports from significant events held in the regions and
individual churches are always welcome, and we have
one of each in this issue. An article from Alan Millar, no
longer fully retired on the Isle of Tiree (read the article!),
is the first of what promises to be several from a very
different place.
‘Wash your mouth out!’ is a reflective piece on a
change in society which is of great concern, with
suggestions of how Christians might approach it, and
there are ‘shelves’ full of reviews with suggestions for
your summer reading and viewing.
My thanks as always go to all contributors to Concern,
past and present. In future, I hope to be able to thank
new contributors to infellowship, perhaps you?

Robert Neilson

News in Brief
Call Home

Paul Griffiths, former pastor of Chinnor Congregational Church, and a faithful
friend serving alongside Alan Millar for many years at Chinnor, went to be with
the Lord while on holiday with his wife in Turkey. Please remember his wife
Jacqui in the fellowship of prayer as she remains in Turkey for his body to be
released. Paul was a passionate evangelist and had the heart of a pastor.
(Received in mid June from Allan Millar)
Paul attended the Ministers' Prayer Conference for a number of years and
will be known by some of the more senior pastors.

News from Canada.
Jessica Stewart, daughter
of Rev. Neil and Claire
Stewart, married Wesley
Pennings at the St George
United Church, nearby
Covenant Grace Church,
Sheffield, Ontario, Canada,
where Neil is now pastor, on
17th May 2014. Rev. Arthur
Fraser preached and Peter
and Lucy Beale were
amongst the guests. More in
this issue’s Beale’s Blog.
Children on the Ark

Morley Community Church recently organised the Chattabox Holiday Club.
They took over a local soft play area (The Wesley Playhouse) and a total of 40
children enjoyed five days of fun with a team of six from the church.
Andrew Devis formerly, with Leeds City Mission, led the singing and told a
daily bible story. Children were able to undertake a variety of craft activities.
On the final day a Celebration & Prizegiving service was held. Parents,
volunteers and friends saw children receive their Christian book and DVD prizes
from the Deputy Mayor of Morley, Councillor Simon Kimberley. He commended
the church for working tremendously hard, organising such an innovative week
for a wide range of children in Morley.
Pastor Steve Wright said that the church used a local school for its normal
church services as it did not own its own premises. Taking over a soft play area
had proved to be an effective way to reach out to children and their families with
Full report with pictures is on-line on the new blog – infellowshipnow.org
the gospel.
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In Fellowship

with Bill Calder, EFCC Committee Chairman

Understanding the Days We Live In

Bill Calder

Life in this world and the issues of life have always been multiple and
complex with no easy answers or solutions. In a rapidly changing world, we are
to seek to understand the present day so that we can effectively minister the love
of Christ to the godly and the godless of our day. Our biblical starting point is 1
Chronicles 12:32, “Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do.”

Wisdom is the right application of knowledge and we need to follow the example
of these godly men. This requires prayer, asking for wisdom, reflection and action.
Those who travel on the London Underground hear an oft repeated phrase:
‘Mind the Gap’. Perhaps a good starting point is to look at some of the gaps.

1. Thought Patterns
As Christians, we believe in absolute eternal truths about God and man. Postmodern man and much of secular philosophy deny absolutes as a general
principle. Truth is flexible, there is a blurring of what is true and what is false. We
can bridge the gap by seeking to understand how others think and reason. Our
thinking has a bearing on how we live and make decisions – the hard and difficult
choices that we make in life.

2. Society / Culture
Our understanding of man is to be biblical, but we also need to understand the
culture in which we live which is often moulded by what people read, listen and
watch. In our day, the media (and social media) continues to have a strong
influence on how people think.

3. The Generation Gap
It has always existed, but has been highlighted in recent years with the invention
of the teenager. We should work towards an understanding of people at every
stage in their lives and bring them together, providing a sense of community in a
world that can be lonely and hostile. Churches should function as families
providing love and security for all age groups.

As Christians, we need to think about these issues because we need to connect
with the people of this world to reach them for Christ. Our mandate is the Great
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The 2014 Annual General Meeting

held at Cannon Park Congregational Church, Middlesbrough
At our recent AGM in Middlesbrough, our hosts provided breakfast
which was greatly appreciated and the day got off to a good start. Some
had arrived early the day before on the Friday and the ladies were able
to meet in the evening for prayer and fellowship.

We are not a worldly corporation, we are the Church and this was
expressed in our desire to meet with God. After a brief reading and call
to worship, we were led by the Rev Richard Wigram with a message on
Elijah from 1 Kings 19, from which he drew many valuable lessons.

The business for the day from our agenda proceeded smoothly with
many encouraging reports from the churches and new ministers who
had recently joined us. We concluded with the ministry of God’s word
from John 10 on the theme ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’. Many have
remarked that the presence of the Lord was with us throughout the day
during our meeting and informal fellowship at our meals and breaks.
There was a good spirit and a sense of oneness helped by the dear folk
at Cannon Park. We much appreciated the hard work that went into
organising the AGM providing warm, loving hospitality, great food and
refreshments. It is a joy to go to such events as they strengthen (Eph 4
v 3) “Unity in the Spirit in the bond of peace”. We are the Lord’s people
and our AGM reflected this.

Commission – to share the love of Christ with all. The eternal truths we believe
provide us with a firm foundation to build upon, anchor points to stop us drifting
or being moulded by the world. We have a sure and certain hope in an uncertain
world of change and decay. God’s way is the only way of effectively reaching
people in any age. When the church uses worldly ways, even out of a genuine
desire to reach out, it is generally ineffective. The world does worldly things better
than us. There is a danger that they will not take us seriously or see us as different
or distinctive.

Let us endeavour to be like the men of Issachar, understanding the days in which
we live in order to know what we must do.
Yours in the Lord,

Bill Calder
Summer 2014
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All Nations: Republic of Macedonia
The Balkans
have long
been a
melting pot
with ever changing ethic groups,
national boundaries and dominant
regional powers. The Republic of
Macedonia was, until 1991, one
the regions that was part of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
but regionally it has long been a
part of ‘Greater Macedonia’ which
includes Macedonian people in
Greece, to the South, and some in
Bulgaria to the East.
Greek and Bulgarian objections
to the new country’s official name
(fuelled by fears of separatist
movements within their borders)
have so far blocked Macedonia’s
applications for membership of
NATO and the EU.
However, the new Republic of
Macedonia’s record of being an
independent entity goes back to
the days of the Roman Empire
when the Roman Province of
Macedonia was subvided into
Macedonia Prima (to the south)
and Macedonia Secunda (to the
north). Years of occupation by
Greeks, Romans, Ottomans,
Serbians, Bulgarians, Germans (in
WW2) and, since then,
Yugolslavian Communists under
Tito, have finally led back to a
national identity that is
recognisable in history.
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Population:
Area:
Capital:
Governance:

2,059,000 (201 est.)
9,779 square miles (landlocked)
Skopje
Parliamentary Republic
(Independent from Yugoslavia
since 1991)

Neighbours:
Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece, Albania, Kosovo
(clockwise from the north).
Religions:
Orthodox Christianity
65%
Other Denominations
<1%
Muslim (all)
33%
Unspecified
<2%

Evangelical Christians are a small part of the estimated
0.37% of the population that are recorded as other Christian
denominations. A small group Congregational churches was
planted in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and were
subsequently handed over to the Methodists. But some
evangelical believers separated from a liberal Methodism in
the 1980s and re-established Congregationalism. In the
Skopje area there are three Congregational churches and
five preaching stations.

Visit to Macedonia

by Mike Plant

Thanks to all of you who have been
praying for us during our visit to
Macedonia. Many will know that the Lord
has really given us a concern to use our
time to help these churches. I am going to
give some general information about
Macedonia and then report on our visit and
the prospects for future service there.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Key statistics and other information can be found on the facing page, but this does
not adequately describe what is a very complex situation. Of the total population
about 25% live in Skopje, the capital, and about 25% are Albanian—and most of
the ethnic Albanians are Muslim, the greater part of the Muslim third of the total
population. Also, just less than 3% of the population are Romany. Europe’s largest
Gypsy settlement, with 20,000 occupants, the majority of whom are Romany, is
at Shutka just outside Skopje.
There are mixed reports about the Macedonian economy. One of my
informants was the President’s speechwriter who is very positive about inward
investment. However, it is a very low wage economy, reportedly the lowest in
Europe, and there is a good deal of resentment about this and a sense that their
economy is controlled from outside.

OUR VISIT
We met with the Leadership from the Central Church and discussed how
my time in Macedonia can be best used. I am seeking to make a commitment
(DV) to visit Macedonia for a week annually for the next five years (possibly
longer) and we discussed the needs that such a visit could meet.

From the discussion, I think that the best
value use of my time would be to seek to
train the leadership in the churches. This is
actually a very complex task with tremendous
differences between the churches in terms of
personnel, education and finance. It may be
necessary to spend several days with each of
the churches rather than to use the obviously
time efficient method of seeking to train
everybody at one location.

Leaders of First Church, Skopje

Literature in Macedonian. Alongside this is a tremendous need for literature
translated into Macedonian. While there is literature in linked languages, the only
systematic theology available in the language is a children’s book produced by
Child Evangelism Fellowship. Maybe some of the Simplified Classics produced
by Grace Publications Trust would be suitable for translation. Of course some
people in the churches can use English and the more highly educated can read
books in languages which have links to Macedonian.
The training required is quite wide ranging – some of it is directly practical such
as pastoral studies and homiletics but there is a need for theological and biblical
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training which can span the range of people who are in leadership in the
churches.

Meeting with leaders at Shutka also took place on Thursday. This is a
township with a population of over 20,000 which makes it the biggest mainly
Gypsy Area in Europe. There is terrible poverty alongside considerable prosperity.
There are also more professional musicians per head of the population than
anywhere else in the world.

The church has been going through a difficult period and has struggled when
faced with some difficult problems within the leadership of the church – in fairness
most churches in EFCC would struggle faced with the same problems. However
I am impressed by the zeal of a church which can also be attempting two church
plants during such a time of difficulty. Some of the leaders, all of whom are first
generation Christians, are men of real zeal and commitment.

The Gypsy background of everyone in the church means that they have only had
very limited opportunities for theological education and training. Most of them
have had to work from a very early age just to survive.

At Dracevo, on Friday, we met the leaders
and I also preached at a service at the church.
There were between twenty and thirty
present at the service. The fellowship was
warm and encouraging. We just wished that
we could have spent longer with them.

Seminar at the Central Church
The sessions on ‘Spiritual Gifts and their
Relevance for Today’ were very well
responded to. Uncharacteristically there was
The Congregation at Dracevo
so much discussion that we ended up taking
about three and half hours for this topic, instead of the two hours planned, and
had to compress the second topic on God’s love being worked out in church life
into an hour. We still went overtime but I thought the discussion was good – we
discussed openly the disagreements that exist and examined the reasons for them
and that was healthy. I thought it a good sign of how united the church is that they
are able to have such discussion take place.
I preached on Sunday at Volkovo, at a church plant from the Central Church.
There were between 20 and 30 people worshipping there and they listened well.
As they have no musicians we then had a time of testimony and sharing which
was good. Time was all too short but we look forward to returning.
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Pyotr and Nicholai A particular privilege was
to spend a morning with these two young men,
who are aged 23 and 22. They have both
studied at Bible College and Nicholai is still
doing so. Both are supported by the Central
Church. They spent a morning with us and we
had a good time of fellowship with them.
Nicholai has an increasingly good grasp of
English and did most of my translation for me at
the different churches.

Pyotr and Nicholai

It is really encouraging to see how they are developing. They have begun to
develop consecutive expository ministry in the Central Church and have a real
love for the people in the churches whatever their background. We need to be
much in prayer for these young men as they consider their future and how God
would have them serve him whether as full-time church workers or as committed
men with secular employment.

FUTURE PLANS, FOR PRAYER These need to be further developed but at
present they are:
• An annual visit lasting about a week.
• To develop a five year plan for training and to have email discussion this year
before commencing it next year.
• Within a year or two to have a UK person working alongside me with a view
to being the long-term link with Macedonia.

Mike Plant

Sunday Meeting at Volkovo

Summer 2014
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Ladies’ Meeting 20th Anniversary

Joy Harris reports on the special celebration meeting
held at Hayes Town Chapel in March

In 1994 Hayes Town Chapel Ladies Meeting was started, by a few
ladies who felt the need and desire to meet on a regular basis for
fellowship and bible study. These meetings started in different members’
homes and, once numbers grew, they were held in the chapel and 20
years later they still are. Even though many, if not most of who regularly
attend the meetings today were not there from the very start, we are
certainly reaping the benefits of the group and the commitment and
loyalty of those who were.

Our anniversary evening was very special and will be remembered by
all who attended, I am sure. The speaker for the evening was Esther
Cowley from Forest Fold Baptist Church, Crowborough. She spoke on
Colossians 3 v 1-17 her topic being - ‘What shall I wear today?’ a
question that most women ask themselves everyday. She spoke on how,
when we become children of God, we are to get rid of our old, filthy, foul
garments, they literally, as the passage says, ‘are to be put to death’, and
it describes how God will clothe us with new clothes. She told us to look
to Jesus who is the perfect example of ‘what to wear’, and by fully
trusting in Him we get our perfect outfit.
The evening was, as
always, finished off with
some lovely cakes and
great fellowship.
A
commemorative
bookmark was given out.
All in all a wonderful and
special evening, and we
look forward, God willing,
to the next 20 years.
Joy Harris

See the inside back cover for details of forthcoming ladies’ days
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West Midland Spring Rally

Martin Withers reports on the rally held at Quinta

The EFCC West Midland Spring Rally took place on Saturday, 3rd May.
We had been invited by Digby, Marianne and the members of the Church
to visit the Quinta. So about 30 of us got together in this beautiful part of
Shropshire. We were first given a really warm welcome by the younger
members of the congregation, acting as guides and car park attendants.
After the formal welcome, complete with refreshments, we visited the
estate. The house was built for Thomas Barnes in 1858. He was a
Congregational philanthropist, who also built the chapel, or as Digby
would call it: the meeting house. After a walk round the estate, and back
via the local chippy, we returned to the Sunday School for lunch.

Des kindly used his mini bus to take some of us to the longest and tallest
aqueduct in the country. Pontcysyllte is on the Llangollan Canal, and
spans the River Dee. It is a world heritage site. Most of us walked along
the tow path, which is narrow, with a watery drop on one side, and a very
long drop on the other. Courage restored, we returned to Weston Rhyn
for an epilogue led by Digby, and a delicious tea. As someone said: we
only meet up twice a year, but when we do, we meet as old friends.

Our next rally will be at West
Smethwick
Congregational
Church, on Saturday, 1st
November.
There will be
speakers, news of the Churches,
an epilogue, refreshments, and
of course, fellowship. We are
planning an optional visit to a
museum of Christianity in the
morning. Do come if you can!
Martin Withers

Summer 2014

Quinta Christian Centre, Quinta Hall, Weston Rhyn
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God Works at Both Ends

Alan Millar writes from Scarnish on the
Scottish Isle of Tiree
In August 2011 we came for a day. In August 2012 we came for a week. In
August 2013 we came to live here. In fact the house we are living in is the very
same house that we rented in 2012.

After forty years in ministry, with thirty-four of these years in churches within
the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches (Chinnor in Oxfordshire
and Wiveliscombe in Somerset) I retired on the 31st of May 2014.

We are so grateful that the EFCC offered to purchase a house in the
Thame/Aylesbury area of the country, but just being forty miles west of London,
rents proved too high. [see end note] Family members were stating the relative
value of these two towns. “What were we to do?” Move to the Isle of Tiree!
Although my wife Ursula and I both come from Scotland, neither of us had
any known connection with either the Highlands or Islands. Yet, we had a
growing sense that God wanted us to live on Tiree. We approached those
responsible within EFCC to see if they would be willing to purchase a property
north of the Border. Different legal systems in Scotland and England caused
delays. The clock was ticking and at just a crucial time, the Lord spoke to us
through the promise he gave to Moses, “My presence will go with you and I will
give you rest.” [Exodus 33:14]

In June 2013, everything began to fall into place and there were so many
indications by this time that God wanted us on Tiree - too many to mention them
all. We even heard of people living in the Guildford area praying about our
possible move to Tiree, that we had never met, or we didn’t even know at that
time.

Some people sell their home and buy a camper-van and set out on an
adventure. This would be our adventure—an adventure in faith. What an
adventure it is proving to be. Just moving house and home from South-West
England to a remote Scottish Island, four hours away from the Mainland town
and port of Oban, was an adventure in itself. Did the removal van have the
necessary lashing points to secure the vehicle to the deck of the ferry? We were
given such a welcome by the local church and within weeks we were received into
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membership of Tiree Baptist Church.

Scarnish, Isle of Tiree, Scotland

Then on the 22nd of April this year, the church called me to serve as pastor,
giving a minimum of a day and a half a week to the work. The church is excited
and my wife and I are excited. God had worked once again at both ends in
bringing us together. What a joy it was for the man, from the Guildford area, who
had been praying about our move to Tiree, to be present when the church on
Tiree extended the call to serve as their pastor.

The Isle of Tiree is the most westerly of the Inner Hebrides on the West Coast
of Scotland. It is the sunniest and one of the windiest places in the UK. In the past
and in living memory, Tiree has experienced the Wind of the Spirit blowing across
the island resulting in times of great spiritual awakening. In many ways life is very
different here, but in common with the rest of the UK, there is a great need for the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As for the two Congregational churches that were here and the Rev Archibald
Farquharson – well that will have to wait to another instalment.
As hinted in his article, Alan will be writing regular pieces for
publication in Concern’s replacement, infellowship. But he also
writes a regular blog from Scarnish which you can follow on:
lifeontiree.wordpress.com (no www prefix)

Note: EFCC Trust Corporation manages charitable funds on behalf of EFCC and is able
to provide a limited amount of funding to buy retirement homes for ministers to rent.
However, the funds have to yield an appropriate return on investment for the charities for
which they were provided, so rents in SE England, for example, are higher than elsewhere.

Summer 2014
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‘Wash your mouth out!’
by Robert Neilson

During my childhood, the natural reaction of almost all parents who heard
their children using bad language was to say, ‘Wash your mouth out!’ or, the
longer version, ‘If I hear you say that word again, I’ll wash your mouth out with
soap and water!’ These days, if an adult had the temerity to complain to a parent
about a child’s bad language, the likely outcome would be to get a mouthful of
bad language from the parent – mothers as well as fathers.

As true Christian influence in society has declined, as liberalism – with a
lowercase and non-political ‘l’ – has prevailed, bad language in all its forms has
become commonplace. It is ironic, therefore, as society has tolerated more and
more swearing and obscenities in public speech and in the printed, aural and
visual media, that new forms of taboo in speech have arisen. Now, particular
words associated with racism and homophobia, for example, are the ones that
give raise to rebuke, complaint and vilification—even, in some cases, criminal
charges.

One particular word that causes the greatest offence at present is the ‘N-word’
because it is seen as racially abusive to people of African descent. Jeremy
Clarkson, presenter of BBC’s Top Gear television programme on motoring, found
himself in trouble in early May when there was substantial media coverage about
his apparent use of the N-word in an item for the programme when, in trying to
decide between two cars, he recited the nursery rhyme ‘Eeny Meeny Miny Moe’,
the original version of which contains the N-word. The extent of the furore was
bizarre because Clarkson claimed he had ‘tried not to say’ the word, in the final
‘take’ he had substituted the word ’teacher’ and the item had been edited out of
the final broadcast. In other words there had been no public transmission.

This does not excuse Clarkson – or anyone else – for the use of such an
offensive term, but it clearly indicates a desire by some insiders at the BBC to
make this an issue by leaking it to the wider media.

So, why is this important?
The issue is one of relative values. The BBC – and ITV, Channel 4, Channel
5, SKY, etc. – quite happily broadcast and actively commission programmes
which they know will, in some cases, contain substantial quantities of swearing
and obscene language, and this offends Christians and many people of other
faiths and no faith who still aspire to high standards of speech and behaviour. Not
that we always achieve them. Is there a ‘naughty’ word that comes to the tip of
your tongue, or sometimes passes your lips when, for example, you might hit your
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thumb with a hammer or prick your finger with a needle?

But what rightly upsets Christians more than anything else is the casual and
endemic use of their Saviour’s Name as an oath in drama programmes, current
affairs programmes and so-called comedy programmes.
Even sports
programmes are not immune.

‘Jesus Christ’, used together or separately, is almost always (and very often)
heard as an oath in the visual or aural media, and rarely, as in documentaries or
religious broadcasting, as a description or a term of reverence and worship of the
Eternal Son of God who gave himself to take away the sin of the world.

How did we get where we are now?
After centuries of blasphemy against Christianity (including profane oaths and
swearing) being solely a matter of Canon Law, in the 17th century the Courts
decreed that it should also be an offence under common law. Blasphemy was
then used as a legal instrument to persecute atheists, Unitarians, and others. But
there was a tension between how the common law of blasphemy and associated
statutes were used and interpreted, and increasing notions of the rights of freedom
of speech in an evolving liberal democracy

In the twentieth century there were fewer and fewer prosecutions for
blasphemy until the turning point of Human Rights act 1998 made them almost
impossible in an increasingly multi-cultural society. The Racial and Religious
Hatred Act 2006 paved the way for the abolition of specific laws against
blasphemy against Christianity, which happened as part of the Criminal Justice
and Immigration Act 2008.

This slide away from Christianity having a special and valuable place in British
society has been stage-managed by an increasingly liberal and often aetheistic
consensus in the British political establishment that has ranged across all the mainstream political parties and, sadly, it is one that has also infected the mainstream
Christian denominations.
What can we do about it? What should we do about it?

Profane speech is just a symptom of the underlying disease, which is the sin that
is in the hearts of us all and can only be remedied by the saving grace of Jesus
Christ in our lives. If, therefore, we claim Him as our Saviour we should:

1. Be scrupulous about our own speech, especially words which might lead
to accusations of us taking the Lord’s name(s) in vain – which we should interpret
as ‘casually’, or ‘without good cause’, not just as a profanity. And the words we
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should avoid using carelessly are not just the obvious ones – ‘God’, ‘Jesus’,
‘Christ’, ‘Lord’, etc. – but euphemisms which people have devised to avoid using
‘forbidden’ words. Examples are: ‘gosh’, ‘gor blimey’ (or just ‘blimey’), ‘gee’,
‘jeez’, ‘cripes’, etc. etc. Our speech is part of our witness about the saving power
of Christ in our lives.
2. Avoid ‘standing on our dignity’ as Christians, and tackling head on the
profane speech of others, unless it is politely to suggest that there there are
vulnerable people present, such as children. Even this may have no effect and the
reponse then should be to remove ourselves and others in our charge from the
situation.

3. Consider relevant scriptures, in the context of the need of Salvation of
those who, deliberately or even unthinkingly, show disrespect to the the name of
Christ. For example:
Ex. 20:7
Lk. 2:10
Pr. 2:6
Ti 2:6-8

Ps. 34:13

‘You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.’

‘And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will
be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven
The words of the wicked wait for blood, but the speech of the
upright rescues them.

Similarly encourage the young men to be self controlled. In
everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your
teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech
that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may
be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.
Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies.

4. Pray for those who abuse and misuse the name of God, if they profess
to be Christians, that He would convict them about truly honouring his name,
and, if they do not profess Christ, that the Holy Spirit would so work in them that
they would be convicted of their sin and brought to a place where they yield their
lives to Jesus, whose name is above every other name.

1 Peter 2:21-23
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps. ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
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Multimedia Shelf
News and Reviews of
Christian Resources in
Multimedia Formats

So, who is this Jesus?

Presented by Russell Boulter with an introduction and additional
material from Roger Carswell
Publisher: Christian Television Association
Price: £3.50
in association with United Beach Missions
Quantity discounts
Review by Robert Neilson

Why not buy 100 at £1.25 each to give away as part of your church’s evangelism?
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Discounted prices avaiable on-line from www.10ofthose.com

This very helpful DVD introduction to the Jesus of the Bible has been around
for sometime. It was first produced in 2004 by the Christian Television
Association and presented by the Christian actor Russell Boulter, who was widely
known at the time for his television appearances in the ‘The Bill’, as DS John
Boulton (1994–2000), and in ‘Casualty’ as Ryan Johnson (2002–2003).
This edition is produced by CTA in association with United Beach Missions
and includes a general introduction by evangelist Roger Carswell, who also
introduces each of the six sessions into which the original film is divided, and ends
each of them with an evangelistic sermonette in his own inimitable style.
The original film was made in Palestine to give a visual impact to the unfolding
story of Jesus. Some of the places are exactly as they were when Jesus would
have known them. Others have been developed in antiquity by early Christians
to be places of special reverence and pilgrimage. Russell Boulter walks the
ground, rough and smooth, and tells the story in an engaging, down-to-earth
narrative style which draws on his dramatic gifts and his personal faith. But,
engaging though Russell Boulter is, and how the locations used make the story
come alive, it is still a video biography – one which may have helped some people
to find Christ as Saviour, it is true, but one which may leave some viewers
thinking, ‘Very interesting, but what has all this to do with me?’
The new edition, given the ‘Carswell treatment’, transforms the original into a
useful resource for evangelism, both personal and church-based. Roger adds to
Russell’s excellent narrative, mini contributions that help people to focus on the
Biblical relevance as well as the historical facts of Jesus’ life. He leads viewers to
theological insights without the word theology being mentioned. Viewers should
have no doubt that Jesus is the only one who can and will save them.
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READY, STEADY, GROW
Equipping Today’s Gospel Churches

by Dr Ray Evans

Inter Varsity Press, 2014, 224pp
£10.99 from your local Christian
bookshop
ISBN 978 1 78359 113 8
Paperback

Review by Richard Myerscough

Minister, Pontefract Congregational Church

Let me cut to the chase: this is a great book that deserves to be read by
large numbers of pastors and elders. And deacons and other church
members. It's honest, humble and hopeful. I hope you'll buy it, read it and
apply at least some of its lessons.

Why do I say that? What's so good about it? Ray Evans' approach in
this book is a wise marriage of biblical insight and common-grace wisdom,
coupled with sustained reflection on wide experience of church life and
ministry. There are some similarities here to Tim Keller's Centre Church
but this book is much less ambitious in scope and is focused on church life
and experience in the UK.
In particular, Ray sets his sights on the lessons to be learned and issues
that need to be addressed by churches of all sizes in relation to their size
and their growth. His aim is to help churches grow, not through technique
or mantra but organically and realistically. There is so much here that will
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help churches, whatever their current size. It's practical without being
merely pragmatic and it is substantial without being overly dogmatic.

Ray has a knack in this book of looking at some of the issues that affect
church growth in such a way that aspects that are often neglected, or are
simply unrecognised, get raised for consideration and action. You will be
challenged to go deeper and wider in your thinking. And that can't be bad.
Time after time I was given pause for thought as issues were raised that
had a direct bearing on our own situation. If you don’t already do so, you’ll
need to read this book with pen in hand and notebook at the ready. The
sections on Come & See, Care & Serve and Go & Tell are full of
stimulating possibilities.

Each chapter ends with a series of questions for reflection. To be
honest, I often ignore those sections in other books but these questions are
really worth working through; they’re not just there to make it seem as
though the book is practically-grounded. In my opinion, this book and the
end-of-chapter questions would make a great series of discussions for
elders' meetings in any church. It will help you assess where you are now
and probe the issues surrounding how to take the church forward.

It ought to go without saying that you won't agree with everything in
the book, nor will you feel it all applies directly to you in your situation.
You'll want to tweak some of its conclusions, perhaps, but in many ways
that's what you're being encouraged to do. It's worth working through, in
detail, because its aim is to help churches to grow and that is a noble, Godhonouring desire. It doesn’t pretend to be a biblical-theology of church
growth but, what it sets out to do, it does well.

The book is clearly laid-out for easy-reading. There is, however, an
issue with the references; some are not picked up and this leads to them
being out-of-sync and much harder work to look them up. Hopefully the
book will sell sufficiently well that a new edition will be able to rectify that
error.
All in all, I’d say it needs to go to somewhere near the top of your mustread pile.

Ray Evans has led Grace Community Church in Bedford for over 30 years. He is
married to Jenny and they have four grown-up children and three grandchildren.
He is a passionate sportsman, a keen Arsenal supporter, loves reading history, and
did two degrees at Cambridge before training for Christian ministry.

Summer 2014

17

HEALING AND HEALERS TODAY
by Jim Thompson

EP Books, 2013, 268pp
£8.99 from your local Christian bookshop.
Currently on sale from EP at £7.64

ISBN 978 1 78359 113 8

Review by Rev. Peter Beale

Paperback

Bulkington Congregational Church
This is the second very helpful book dealing with charismatic issues which Jim
Thompson has written – in 2008 he produced Prophecy Today, also published by
EP.

He introduces his subject by emphasizing that God does indeed heal today in
ways that may be described as miraculous, but that this is not the same as saying
that the New Testament gift of healing has been restored. 'That God can (and
often does) remarkably heal the sick, Bible Christians do not deny. But how
should we respond when we hear of claims to a restoration of the New Testament
gift of healing? What should our reaction be when we are told that a healing
evangelist is holding meetings in our town? That Christ and the apostles
miraculously healed the sick is part of our faith -- but are there people today who
possess the same gift?'

Mr Thompson goes on to look at claims of miraculous healing over the past
century, focussing on case studies of those allegedly healed through the
ministrations of ‘healers’ such as Kathryn Kuhlman, John Wimber, Reinhard
Bonnke, Benny Hinn, and Oral Roberts and looking at the assessments made by
doctors, including those sympathetic to the charismatic movement. He concludes
that ‘Very few out of the thousands of sick who attend healing meetings are
healed immediately and completely of an organic condition. No healer – to my
knowledge – has a record that is more than a fraction of the 100% healing rate of
Christ and the apostles. And, finally, such success as they do have can usually be
explained within the generally recognized medical realm of healing by suggestion
and hypnosis.’

In the following sections he asks the questions ‘Should we expect miraculous
gifts today?’ with a study of the relevant passages in Acts , and ‘Is healing the will
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of God?’, looking among other things at the slogan ‘Healing is in the
atonement’, and pointing out the value of affliction for the believer –
'When Colin Urquhart writes that "God does not want your to be sick...
sickness is never his will for you", he is showing his ignorance of the fact
that God uses affliction to build up his people.’

In his concluding section he maintains that the claim to spiritual
power which has been ‘the great appeal of the Pentecostal and
Charismatic movements over the last century’ should be seen rather in
the resurrection power in changed lives (Ephesians), the dynamite of
the gospel (Romans) and the power to persevere (1 Peter). There
follows an appendix ‘The Essence of the Gospel’ in which Mr
Thompson shows that this consists not in ‘God's direct, prophetic
communication with his people’ and miracles as manifesting ‘the
essential core activity of Jesus’ mission’ but in God's amazing love for
sinners whereby he sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins, and
the love which in response we show to him through the working of the
Holy Spirit in us. ‘It is love, then, not charismatic gifts or revelations,
that is of the essence of the gospel... Love reflects the very heart of God;
charismatic gifts do not, and they will vanish away.’
A thorough yet eirenic treatment of this important subject – well
worth getting and reading, whatever your current viewpoint may be.

Jim Thompson has degrees in mathematics (Liverpool University)
and in biblical studies (Sheffield University). He now serves as a
deacon at Latimer Memorial Congregational Church in Beverley, East
Yorkshire, where he has a particular role in evangelism among adults
in the community.
Andrew Fergusson (author of Hard Questions about Health
and Healing) says, ‘As a doctor who has reviewed and written about
claims for miraculous healing, I confidently commend Jim Thompson’s
review of this regularly recurring controversy within the church.
Medically rigorous and biblically balanced, this book must be
considered by all who want to present the gospel, the whole gospel,
with integrity.’
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Beale’s
Blog
HOW GOOD
IS THE GOD
WE ADORE!

The globetrotting Beales have been
at it again! In the last issue I reported
on a visit to China – this time it's
Canada! We hadn't anticipated going
off again so soon (and flying is not our
favourite means of transport), but we
had been invited to a very special
wedding.

Lucy and I were married nine years
ago at Latimer Congregational Church
by our good friend the pastor, Neil
Stewart. Among the guests was Neil
and Claire's daughter, Jessica, whom
we had both known since she was very
small. A lovely girl, but not a believer.
Fast forward to this May, and Neil is
now pastor of Covenant Grace
Church, Sheffield, Ontario. Jessica

accompanied her parents to Canada,
and in the mercy of God came to know
the Saviour who had been
commended to her all her life! Not only
that, but the Lord led her to a young
man in the church, they fell in love, and
on May 17th they ‘tied the knot’. We
were privileged to be there, and the
preacher was Arthur Fraser, Neil's
predecessor as pastor at Latimer.
Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Wesley
Pennings (Wes & Jess) – may the Lord
continue to bless them as they serve
the Lord together.

How good is the God we adore!
Doesn’t that encourage you to keep
praying for your as yet unconverted
children, grandchildren, and other
relatives and friends, that they might
come to know the Lord?

See wedding picture in News in Brief

North Wales Men’s Conference
Gwersyllt Congregational Church
Wrexham
Saturday 4th October 2014
9.30 am to 1.30 pm

Speaker: Rev. Bill Dyer, Pontefract
‘Catching the Vision’

Contact: Alun Jones email: alunandanne@tiscali.co.uk
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Women to Women
The North Wales
Christian Women’s Conference
The Memorial Hall, Wrexham
21st March 2015

Speaker: Sian Baker of Lansdowne Baptist Church Bournemouth
Contact: Anne Jones email: alunandanne@tiscali.co.uk

First National Ladies Conference
for EFCC Churches

17th & 18th April 2015
Kings Park Conference Centre,
Kings Park Road, Moulton Park, Northampton, NN3 6LL
Friday evening: informal fellowship
Saturday: 10.00 am - 3.30pm, with speaker, Dr Ruth Eardley

‘Distinctively Different’

(How to live for Christ in a non-Christian world)

Please come and share in this time of encouraging and strengthening the
faith and fellowship of women within our EFCC Churches.
Overnight shared accommodation includes all meals, refreshments &
Day Conference (£73)
Saturday Day Conference only, includes lunch and refreshments (£22)
Contact church secretaries / EFCC Office for more details and booking form.

BOOKINGS NEED TO BE MADE BY THE END OF OCTOBER 2014

Please send details of other Ladies’ Days/Conferences in EFCC churches
for publication, by 15th September, to Val Taylor by email val@the-taylors.org, or to
20 Middle Street, Nazeing, Waltham Abbey, EN9 2LD

Check out the Women’s Forum on the EFCC website to keep in touch with other ladies in EFCC
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