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If you are sharp eyed, you may notice in the lefthand column that there is a significant change to the
editorial team: Rev. David Legg, now Minister at Lee Mill
Congregational Church, near Ivybridge, has agreed to
become an Assistant Editor and will focus on news
gathering in the South West and the contribution of
occasional articles.
But the editorial team has grown for a short time only,
because Rev. Cyril Aston has been asking for some time
to step down when a replacement could be found. His
name will disappear from the next issue.
On behalf of all the team—and, I am sure also, my
predecessor Peter Beale—I would like to thank Cyril for
his help over many years. In fact Cyril became an
Assistant Editor (along with Rev. Ian Rees, then Minister
at Wiveliscombe) when Peter became Editor, from issue
127 in 1993. Twenty one years is no mean achievement
in any situation. I would especially like to thank Cyril for
agreeing to stay on a little longer than he would have
liked, whilst I settled in to the Editor’s role.
In this issue, without design, there is a focus on the
impact of natural disasters, here in the UK and in the
Philippines, and reports of major news stories about
Christianity, in the UK and in China, that have featured
in the UK Press in the last few weeks. Peter Beale’s ‘Blog’
adds to the China focus. Also, there is a new regular
feature, Women to Women, and a guest article from the
Chairman of UFM Worldwide, who happens to be my
Minister at Pontefract.
My thanks as always go to all contributors to Concern,
past and present. In future, I hope to be able to thank
new contributors, perhaps you?

Robert Neilson

News in Brief

Teacher Training Workshop
This workshop, organised by EFCC, was held at Birstall Community Church on
5th April for those working with children and young people. A dozen attended,
including some from churches linked with EFCC but not currently member
churches. The trainers were Jackie Brown, who is pastor at Bridgnorth, David
Plant, who is the children’s and youth worker in Middlesbrough and Claudine
Uwizeye who is a member in Middlesbrough and has just started working with
Child Evangelism Fellowship. It was a packed day beginning at 9.30am and going
through till 4.30pm.
The aim of the meeting was to help and encourage those who have been in
children’s work for a while and to encourage and guide those taking it up. Topics
covered were – Why Sing? – Teaching a Memory Verse (both followed by a
practical session) – What is the Gospel? – How to maintain discipline in children’s
work. A question and answer session followed.
From the the response sheets – everyone enjoyed it – everyone thought the
training was good and that the trainers were helpful and varied in their style.
People found what was taught about discipline helpful but they obviously had
more questions. Those who didn’t have a children’s work up and running
wondered how to start and maintain a work.
A question – these meetings are very beneficial so how do we get more people
to come and benefit? It is very noticeable that everyone who attended came
because of personal contact. (Why not advertise – in good time – in Concern? Ed.)

Unwell

Rev. Dr Cyril Short, formerly Minister at Lee Mill Congregational Church, has
been seriously ill in hospital with a long-standing heart condition. He is now at
home, but still unwell and practically housebound, and would value our prayers.

Christianity in the News

David Cameron, the Prime Minister, has caused controversy by publicly
asserting, “I believe we should be more confident about our status as a Christian
country, more ambitious about expanding the role of faith-based organisations,
and, frankly, more evangelical about a faith that compels us to get out there and
make a difference to people's lives”.
“The onward March of China’s Christians” was reported in the Sunday
Telegraph a few days later, with the subtitle, “Within a generation, an officially
aetheist nation could have the greatest number of worshippers on Earth.”
See pages 12 & 13 for an appreciation of these two and other related news items.
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In Fellowship

from the General Secretary’s perspective

The Congregational Way: What Is It? (5)
Dear Friends,

Mike Plant

We Belong to One Another. I ended the last General Secretary’s letter about
membership by mentioning church discipline. I did so because some Christians
are reluctant to commit to church membership owing to experiencing the abuse
of church discipline. We therefore need to think carefully about the viewpoint from
which we consider this subject. The same issue arises in considering the marks of
a true church which have been summarised as proclaiming the true gospel,
administering the sacraments and the exercise of church discipline. When I was a
student reading Martyn Lloyd-Jones on ‘The Basis of Christian Unity’ I made
what for me was an ground-breaking discovery – that is, that the third mark of a
true church is obviously Christian love, as John 13: 34 & 35, ‘... love one another
as I have loved you .... by this all people will know that you are my disciples’.
Therefore church discipline is a sub-category which belongs to the broader
category of Christian love and fellowship and can only be properly discussed from
this viewpoint.

This has Practical Implications. We become church members on the basis
of a believable profession of faith accompanied by godly living and a commitment
to the church and to its life and witness. If these things qualified us for church
membership then if they cease to be true of us we will be disqualified from church
membership. However in real life most people who cease to believe the gospel,
cease living a godly life and withdraw from the church, do so gradually and not
overnight. Derek Swann, writing on ‘How to Become a Successful Backslider’,
pointed out that if it happens too rapidly the process may frighten the person into
repentance. Now church members accept new members (Savoy Declaration on
the Institution of Churches etc, paragraph 17)—‘no person ought to be added to
the church, but by the consent of the church (members) itself; that so love (without
dissimulation) may be preserved between all the members thereof’—and
therefore the same members have a duty to help those who belong with them to
continue in faithful, godly, committed living and to pick up on the early signs that
their brothers and sisters in Christ are failing so to do.

How We Fulfil Our Duties to One Another. I will try to make this a simple
process because that it what it is:
1. Spotting Problems. We are simply conscious of one another and how
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others in the church are coping spiritually, in the same way as we can’t help
noticing if someone else has put on an unhealthy amount of weight or is going
through a really stressful situation at home or at work. There are all sorts of things
that may alert us—people may be just down and depressed; they are tense and
sometimes angry; there are obvious family stresses and tensions which they are
failing to cope with; they either aren’t there to pray, or they don’t pray if they are
there, or they pray mechanically without life when they do pray; they don’t want
to talk about spiritual things; Facebook pages are either less helpful than they used
to be or suddenly Christian friends are blocked from them; you could probably
add a list of your own!
2. Responding to Problems. Firstly: Three ‘Don’ts’, which are actually
extremely important! Don’t go to a church leader and tell him about it! Don’t make
it a matter of gossip! Don’t assume that approaching a Christian friend is the first
step of the process of church discipline, but trust it is the first step in showing
Christian love and support in a difficult situation. Then go and talk and, if it is
clearly a matter of sin, challenge and encourage appropriate repentance and
change. Secondly: Remember that some things are concerns not offences and
approach the person concerned on that basis. People may be really, really tired
(due to long hours at work or having young children) rather than spiritually
backslidden, and simply find concentrating and taking part in a prayer meeting to
be terribly demanding. There may be spiritual issues which they are trying to deal
with and having fellowship together, being encouraged to hear how God is at
work in your life, perhaps reading the Bible and praying together regularly may
be all that they need at this point. Thirdly: Cultivate a Right Spirit. We are not
‘Spiritual Thought Police’ but brothers and sisters in Christ offering mutual
support and bearing in mind Galatians 6: 1 – 5 from which we learn these Rules:
1, aim to restore in a spirit of gentleness; 2, be aware you have the same dangers
and could be tempted in the same way; 3, remember Christ carried the burden
of your sin; 4, don’t become conceited because helping others doesn’t make you
better than them; and 5, remember, you too will give an account to God.

Sometimes, and only if someone will not repent, we may have to tell others, and
again seek the person’s repentance. Tragically, if still not repentant, we may have
to take it to the church officers and ultimately a church meeting. At every stage,
however, we want to encourage repentance rather than accept that removal from
membership is inevitable. Maybe fewer people would end up lapsing from
membership and even being removed from membership, if we did the easier
things first and tried to act as concerned brothers and sisters from day one?
Yours in the Lord,

Mike Plant
Spring 2014

3

All Nations: Philippines
In 1521 the
explorer
Ferdinand
Magellan arrived in the
Phillipines and claimed the
islands for Spain, naming them
after his patron, King Philip II.
They remained a Spanish Colony
until they were ceded to the USA
for 20 million US dollars by the
1898 Treaty of Paris, at a time
when a strong independence
movement was developing.
Following the Philippine–USA
war of 1899–1902, the USA
asserted its sovereignty, but
fairly quickly began a process of
increasing autonomy which, after
a period during WW2 when the
Philippines were occupied by the
Japanese, led to independence
under an American–style
constitution, after liberation from
Japanese occupation in 1946.

RESCUING THE
PERISHING AFTER
TYPHOON HAIYAN
by Peter Taylor

Population:
99,000,000 (2013 est.)
Area:
115,831 square miles
Archipelago of: 7,107 islands
Capital:
Manila
Governance: Unitary Presidential Republic—
similar model to the USA
Neighbours:
Borneo (Indonesia, Malaysia & Brunei),Tawain,
China, Vietnam, are nearest the archipelago.
Religions:
Roman Catholic
80%
Protestant Christian
10%
Muslim (all)
5%
Folk
2%
Buddhist
1%
Other
1%
None
1%
One of the main Protestant groupings in the
Philippines is the United Church of Christ in the
Philippines, which is regarded as a mainstream
denomination, and is the product of mergers
between a number of groups including many, but
not all, with Presbyterian, Congregational,
Methodist and ‘Evangelical’ labels. As always,
with such eclectic mergers, some groups have
taken a stand for evangelical truth and these
include the National Association of Congregational
Churches in the Philippines, with more than 30
churches in fellowship and growing year by year.

More than 8,000 dead and fourteen million affected, many of whom are now
homeless. The bare statistics cannot describe the distress caused by supertyphoon Haiyan (locally known as Yolanda) which struck the Philippine Islands
on 8th November 2013. We’ve all seen the pictures of cities, towns and villages
flattened by the wind and the rains. Forests have been flattened, mountains
stripped bare and crops have been uprooted. Fishing boats (the means of income)
belonging to thousands have been destroyed. Even large sea-going boats have
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been lifted up and left stranded inland by a 25ft wall of water that swept in from
the sea during the storm in which winds reached 315kph (some of the strongest
winds ever recorded).

Apart from the terrible loss of life, the main losses have been of housing, food and
water, electricity, work opportunities and communications. Many people able to
leave the affected islands behind have gone looking for work in Manila and Cebu
leaving skill shortages in the towns where it is most needed to rebuild. Students in
the affected universities have transferred elsewhere or dropped out, unable to
afford the fees and accommodation.

The response to this has been a huge relief effort by
many people and agencies from within the
Philippines and across the world. Food parcels,
water kits restoring clean water to communities,
medicines to prevent the spread of disease and
especially diarrhoea; immunisation programmes
against measles and polio; clothing; generators to
bring power back albeit in limited capacity;
hammers, nails, corrugated iron sheets, lumber and House building in Leyte
plywood for new housing; capital provided for
livelihood projects; school bags and school
supplies for pupils in make-shift classrooms;
trauma counselling. Five months after the
typhoon there is still a huge amount to be done.
The repair to the damaged infrastructure is
ongoing. Government offices, hospitals and
schools need to be rebuilt. Access to electricity
needs to be extended as the grid is built up
again. The whole local economy needs to be
rejuvenated as businesses begin to see potential.
Some progress
School bags for distribution has been made.

Of course many churches have been affected and
lost buildings, as well as those who died or moved
away for better job prospects. They need our
prayers at this time but there is much
encouragement from their leaders and mission
agencies. Many people are open to talking about
life and faith and the positive involvement of
churches in the relief process has warmed people’s
hearts towards these groups.
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I have friends in the far north of the Philippines who will be sending a team just
before Easter to help build houses and hold crusades for adults and children at
one of the churches hit by Haiyan. The National Association of Congregational
Churches in the Philippines, led by Symphony John Castillo, has been working
with its member church in Hinunangan, Leyte, damaged by the typhoon. A
livelihood project and a feeding programme has been set up there to aid the
church and community in its recovery.

So much has already been done but there is still a mountain to climb! But, by faith
it will be possible and God will bring blessing out of the buffeting. Pray that the
local believers in all 57 cities, 591 towns and thousands of villages will be faithful
and speak of their Saviour; the Saviour who, in suffering the violence of the cross,
is able to help those who suffer in their time of need and bring them a new life
through the cross of Christ.
The latest update from OMF can be found at this link to a four-minute video.

http://vimeo.com/89659537

Public Transport in the Philippines

At the best of times the road system in
many places in the Philippines does
not support the kind of vehicles we
take for granted. One of the most
common forms of public transport is
the tricycle cab attached to a motor
bike.

Typhoon Haiyan destroyed many
tricycle cabs in use and degraded the
roads and tracks that people use.

Here are pictures of the cabs under
construction, locally, and the motor
bikes to which they are attached.
Go to foot of page 9 for a Philippines Map
and a satellite image of Typhoon Haiyan
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Congregational Studies Conference 2014
by Bill Harrow

Like many people I had heard things about the studies conference so I had
always been able to persuade myself it was too boring, not relevant, and too
expensive. Before this conference I had been bombarded with messages from
David Smith and kept saying yes I might go but then my wife, Jan, met with
Margaret Plant and the next thing I knew I agreed to go. How was I going to get
out of it?
We ended up going and I must admit that I was intrigued by the title
Expounding the EFCC Logo: just what were the speakers going to find to say
about Gospel Truth, Gospel Independence and Gospel Fellowship?

The day started with Dr Digby James giving the Alan Tovey Memorial
lecture on the Preaching of George Whitefield and its influences on
Congregationalism. Whilst the title sounded like a mastermind subject
the lecture was both informative and thought provoking. Digby
continued by leading a time to remember the lives of Stan Guest and
Gordon Booth both of whom had died recently but also, quite naturally,
Alan Tovey was included and how without these three men
and their hard work the EFCC would not be where it is today.

Digby James

The last three sessions were taken up with the exposition of our
logo and given by the General Secretary, Rev. Mike Plant; Rev.
Jonathan Hunt (a visitor from Morton Baptist Church, Thornbury) and
last, but not least, the current EFCC Chairman, Rev. William
Calder. They answered a series of questions such as: what truth
Jonathan Hunt
is the EFCC founded on? From where does it derive? And, how
much do we rely on the Bible? On the question of independence: why
did the EFCC decide to have each Church autonomous of each other?
Where does the power and authority lie in a Congregational Church?
With regards to fellowship: does being independent mean that EFCC
Churches are isolationist? Finally, how do EFCC churches relate to other
churches and on what basis? If you want to know the answers to these
questions they will be available at a later date when the papers are
Bill Calder
printed.
The final question for me is, was it worth going? I would have to say, yes: the
speakers were engaging and knowledgeable and the topics interesting. The venue
was excellent and there was time to go around the Methodist museum in the
basement at the lunch break. Would I go again? Yes, probably; it was a lot better
than I was led to believe and by looking at history we can learn from the mistakes
and success of others.
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Personal Evangelism

Joy Harris reports on the Ladies Conference held at
Hayes Town Chapel in February

Daphne Ross from Farnham Baptist Church came to speak to ladies
gathered at Hayes Town Chapel. Her theme was personal evangelism
and she divided the day into three parts.

1. Preparing ourselves to Evangelise.
Daphne based this on 2 Cor 5:11-21, and started by saying that all
believers are called to be witnesses and we need to prepare ourselves to
do so. She reminded us of the importance of prayer, how we must pray,
pray again and then pray some more; we can never pray too much, and
God will use us wherever we are, if we ask Him to do so.
2. Opening up conversations
Daphne also had good suggestions on how we can do this, how we
need to understand people, their world view and their situation in life.
Key guidelines to note were:Be friendly

Ask open ended questions
Share yourself

Don't be afraid to raise the subject
Take the shortest route to Jesus.

Daphne Ross
speaking at
Hayes Town Chapel
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3. Hard Questions' that people ask such as:Suffering – Science issues – Contemporary issues – other Religions –
Death (‘They’re in a better place’). Daphne spent some time on each
question with helpful and useful ways to handle them and discussions
that can arise from such questions.
We finished with a very helpful time of sharing and prayer.

The whole day was very encouraging and challenging and I am sure
that all the ladies there found it as helpful as I did. We were given good
advice, tips to help us to talk more openly to our neighbours, friends,
work colleagues and those people who we come across in our day to
day lives. Daphne encouraged us to be able to share Jesus with them in
a gentle, loving and honest way.

I personally was challenged to be prepared to let God use me where I
am in my life, to pray more earnestly and to be prepared and ready for
when God answers my prayers. I was also challenged, as to why I
wouldn’t want to talk about Jesus to people who don’t know Him yet,
why would any Christian not want to talk about our Lord. I also learnt
that we need to consciously turn our conversations around to Jesus and
matters of faith etc., so that we can share the gospel and that it isn’t going
to just happen. It certainly gave me and others plenty to think about and
to act upon.

See the inside back cover for details of forthcoming ladies’ days
continued from page 6 Philippines Map, © GraphicMaps,com
Typhoon Haiyan Satellite Image, © Examiner.com
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‘It’s not my fault!’
by Robert Neilson

The last few months have been characterised by a number of events that
have been sudden and unexpected and, when they happened, have gripped the
news, 24-hour TV news especially, for many, many days. They have been
catastrophic events for those immediately caught up in them. For those of us who
have been mere observers, the immediacy of on-the-spot and live news coverage
has given us a sense of involvement that would not have been possible even 50
years ago when television news was in its adolescence, let alone, say, in 1883
when the eruption of the volcano on the island of Krakatoa resulted in the largest
explosion ever recorded and the deaths of more than 36,000 people—some
unofficial estimates suggest at least 120,000.

Floods in the UK

Thousands of people in all parts of the UK have watched the stories of the floods,
first in the South West and later in the Thames Valley. The Somerset Levels have
been used to a degree of flooding—much is, after all, reclaimed for agriculture
from marshland—but the extent to which villages were inundated for the first time
was shocking, not only to the residents, but also to those of us on higher ground,
watching on TV from the comfort of our dry living rooms. Our hearts went out
to those whose lives were so affected; people not just having to vacate their homes
but those in farming, whose homes were next to their workplace, having to move
their livestock and watch their crops and fodder ruined.
One scene shown on TV is etched in my memory. A lady, who had obviously
invested much time and energy and money in getting her dream home just as she
wanted it, was distraught at what had happened and, through her tears, all she
could cry out was, ‘It’s not my fault!’.

So, whose fault was it?

When anything ill befalls us, it is in man’s sinful nature to look for a scapegoat.
We need someone to blame. Even small children blame each other from the
moment they can speak. No-one has to teach them. Social scientists take note:
no other evidence of original sin is required! The recent floods washed up some
good targets for scapegoats. Some thought the Environment Agency had not
been doing its job properly; others that planning authorities had been reckless in
allowing building on floodplains and developers had been greedy in preferring flat
undeveloped land to steep or undulating brownfield sites. Yet more blamed the
government for financial cuts. There was even blame of some houseowners
themselves for buying riverside houses and then being surprised when the waters
rose. The Biblical justification for this latter point should not go unremarked—the
parable of the wise and foolish builders reported in Matthew 7:24-26 and Luke
6:46-49 clearly emphasises mankind’s responsibility for doing what we can and
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should for our own security. Biblically, this is to hear the words of Jesus and put
them into practice. It is not to find a scapegoat—someone else to blame.

The real need for a scapegoat

We find reference to the scapegoat in Leviticus 6:7-26. It is one of two goats.
One, chosen by lot, is sacrificed to the Lord as a sin offering and the other ‘shall
be used for making atonement by sending it into the wilderness as a scapegoat’
(v.10). The purpose of the scapegoat is made more explicit in verses 21 & 22:
‘He (Aaron) is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the

wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat’s head.
He shall send the goat away into the wilderness in the care of someone appointed for the
task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a remote place; and the man shall release
it into the wilderness.’

So, the scapegoat is not someone who is blameworthy, but someone who is
blameless and who has our wickedness and rebellion—our sin—heaped on Him.
The goat of the Old Testament is replaced by God’s perfect Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, in the New Testament.

So whose fault was it, really?

Well, in human terms it is probably a mixture of all the ones listed before and
more besides. Flooded-out residents of Ham Island and Wraysbury blamed the
Jubilee River, Thames–diversion project, for shifting the problem of Thames
flooding from Maidenhead, Windsor and Eton to them. This was denied by the
Environment Agency. But all this goes to illustrate the arrogance of man in
believing that he is in control; and the foolishness of man in believing that he is
not to blame, and someone else could and should have done something about it.
To dredge or not to dredge? That is the question. For the moment river
dredging has been resumed in Somerset. It may improve the situation in the short
term, but what happens in the longer term if sea levels do rise as a result of global
warming? And can man’s puny efforts do anything much to stop, let alone
reverse apparent climate change—whether man-made, part of a natural cycle or
a bit of both? Collectively mankind has done much to harm the world that God
created. Desecrated is not too strong a word. ‘Sustainable living’ is a laudable
concept, but the majority of people living in the world today have never heard of
it and, if they had, they would not identify with it, because they will do what they
have to do—‘sustainable’ or not—to sustain themselves, day by day.
Sustainable loving is a far better idea; the love that never lets us go; the love
that the Lord Jesus Christ has for each one of us. He is the One who takes our
sin upon himself, as the ultimate scapegoat; but more than that, He is the One,
having forgiven us and clothed us in his righteousness, when we come to Him in
faith, who empowers us by the Holy Spirit to turn our lives around and cope with
all the consequences of our rebellion, at a personal level, and the natural disasters
that we know we will face from time to time.

Spring 2014

11

Christianity in the News

‘Be more confident about our status as a
Christian Country’

David Cameron, the Prime Minister, has caused controversy by publicly
asserting, “I believe we should be more confident about our status as a Christian
country, more ambitious about expanding the role of faith-based organisations,
and, frankly, more evangelical about a faith that compels us to get out there and
make a difference to people's lives”.
His remarks, made at an Easter reception for Church leaders at Downing Street,
and repeated at greater length in an article published in the Church Times,
provoked strong reactions from some sections of society. Predictably, the British
Humanist Association (BHA) reacted strongly, and had a letter published in the
Daily Telegraph signed by 56 of ‘the great and the good’, asserting that ‘most
Britons are not Christian’ and that David Cameron was wrong to claim that Britain
was a Christian country. The Prime Minister has received support from unlikely
places – leaders from Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and Jewish communities have all
supported the proposition that Christian values, especially those of openness and
tolerance have shaped and still underpin British society. However some
politicians from other parties see the remarks as an attempt by him to claim the
‘Christian vote’ for the Conservatives at the next General Election.
Evangelical Christians have the dilemma of agreeing with BHA that only a
small proportion of those who, in the 2011 Census, identified themselves as
‘Christian’ actually are committed Bible-believing Christians, relying solely on
God’s grace through his Eternal Son, Jesus Christ for their salvation. However,
where the BHA have it so wrong is that there is a desire expressed in that Census
by 59.3% of the population to be seen as Christian. So our mission, with
encouragement from David Cameron, is not to stay the back foot, but to go out
and win those who think they are Christians (but are mistaken), those who are
trying hard to be Christians (but need to rely on Christ, not themselves), and those
who want to be Christians (but don’t know how), for the Saviour of the World,
who is the same yesterday, today and forever.
David Cameron’s remarks contain contradictions and confusion about what
it is to be ‘Christian’, it is true—and his actions, particularly in pioneering samesex marriage without the support of his Parliamentary party, without the support
of the overwhelming majority of Christians (however they are defined), and
without an electoral mandate is incomprehensible, and may yet come back to
haunt him—but he has started a debate, and all evangelicals should take up the
challenge, to proclaim the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, at every
opportunity, as Jesus himself directed, rather than adopt a ‘bunker mentality.’
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Christianity in the News

‘The onward march of China’s Christians’

A few days after the British Humanist Association letter to the Daily Telegraph,
complaining about the Prime Minister’s rather ambiguous call to Britain’s
Christians to be more evangelical, there was a report in the Sunday Telegraph
under this headline, which had the sub-title:
“Within a generation, an officially atheist nation could have the
greatest number of worshippers on Earth.”
The report was comprehensive, wide-ranging and objective. For those who
missed it, the full text can be found on www.telegraph.co.uk
Here are some key quotations to give you an appetite for the full article and make
you marvel what Christ has done and is doing today, in China.

‘The 5,000-capacity Liushi church, which boasts more than twice as many seats as
Westminster Abbey and a 206ft crucifix that can be seen for miles around, opened
last year with one theologian declaring it a “miracle that such a small town was
able to build such a grand church”.’

A visitor to the church at Liushi said, ‘If everyone in China believed in Jesus there
would be no more need for police stations. There would be no more bad people
and therefore no more crime.’ Such was her experience of how Christ is
transforming lives.

‘Liushi’s church remained shut throughout the decade of the Cultural revolution
that began in 1966 as places of worship were destroyed across the country.’ .
‘Mao thought he could eliminate religion. He failed totally.’
‘Since it reopened in 1978 it (the church at Liushi) has gone from strength to
strength as part of China’s officially sanctioned Christian Church.’

‘...more Chinese are thought to attend Sunday services each week than do
Christians across the whole of Europe.’

‘China’s Protestant community had one million members in 1949. In 2010 there
were more than 58 million Protestants in China compared with 40 million in Brazil
and 36 million in South Africa...a leading expert on religion in China believes this
number will swell to about 160 million by 2025...ahead even of the United States’.

Praise the Lord! But pray especially for those in China who have chosen to
worship ‘underground’, to avoid the prying eyes of the Communist Party.
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UFM Worldwide
by Richard Myerscough

For the past nearly 20 years it’s been a great pleasure and privilege for
me to serve on the council of UFM Worldwide. Formerly known as the
Unevangelised Fields Mission, UFM has a long history of partnering with
churches in the sending of missionaries into all parts of the world. Over
the past 15 years or so, the number of countries where UFM
missionaries work has grown considerably and it has been a great
blessing to see many Christians offering themselves for long-term
missionary service.

We rejoice that the Lord uses many mission agencies in that task; each has its own
distinctive history and ethos. In UFM, the following are key to our approach:

• The gospel is for the whole world - UFM is committed to working with
churches to send gospel workers to all parts of the world, including areas that will
be 'new' to UFM. That also includes work within the UK - we have recently
entered into a partnership agreement with the 20 Schemes ministry in Scotland,
as well as having people who work among ethnic minorities.

• The Lord calls individuals to serve him - At the heart of that call will be
a conviction about the gospel being at the centre of our lives and of the Lord as
worthy of being known and worshipped.

• Local churches send missionaries - People are not sent by mission
agencies; our task is to partner with churches in sending those they have identified
as being called by God to serve him in cross-cultural mission work. UFM is
committed to local church leaders being fully involved in both sending workers
and also in their ongoing pastoral support and encouragement.

• Evangelism and church planting are urgent priorities - Many UFM
missionaries are involved in responding compassionately to the material needs of
the people they serve but, for every missionary, evangelism is the urgent priority,
whatever the context of their work. Reaching people with the gospel is the very
heart of our work.
• Leadership training is vitally important - The training of others for
leadership in churches is vital and is a priority for UFM missionaries. The gifts and
abilities of others must be developed for the health of the church they are serving
and for the continued growth of the gospel.
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• Partnership is essential to effective mission - We are glad to work with
national churches and believers, other mission agencies and churches. The
work is the Lord's, not ours. UFM has a number of partnership agreements with
other agencies and national church groupings.

• The blessing of the Lord is indispensable - Apart from Jesus we can do
nothing. Prayer for God's blessing on his work is utterly vital. Only the Holy Spirit
can bring people from death to life. We want to always consciously live under
those realities.

Of course, convictions tell us a lot about a ministry but they don’t tell the whole
story. Over these years of serving on the council, I have been deeply thankful,
through the process of interviewing candidates and their ongoing pastoral
support, to see first-hand the outworking of those convictions in the lives of large
numbers of people who have been called to serve the Lord in gospel work. I’m
sure that they scarcely realise their own vital part in encouraging this pastor to
persevere in his own ministry and calling.

The annual UFM family conference, held each July, has often been a time of real
humbling as we've listened to missionaries sharing the joys and sorrows of serving
the Lord, of great encouragement at what he is doing in his world, of grief at the
continued spiritual darkness that still covers so many peoples.

If you'd like to know more about the work of UFM, why not have a look at the
website – www.ufm.org.uk – or arrange for someone from the mission to speak
in your church – or email 4corners@ufm.org.uk for a copy of the 4corners
magazine – or read it online at:
http://www.ufm.org.uk/partnering/read-our-magazine

Missionaries and their families in Papua
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An Appeal for Computers

The following appeal has been received from Rev. Dr Lamboi Haokip, who is
a reader of Concern. The Editor has confirmed with Helen Hughes, a retired
deacon in the Church of Scotland, that she is a trustee of the Bethesda-Khanko
Foundation, having met Lamboi during his doctoral studies in Glasgow, and
that she is happy for her contact details to be published as a channel for any
UK gifts by cheque. She will send Gift Aid forms on request.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings! On behalf of the Bethesda-Khankho Foundation, India, I would like to
request your valuable support in our computer lab. project for our school. Currently,
our computer classes are being conducted without actual computers. Our teachers
draw pictures of computers on the Board and teach our students. It is difficult when it
comes to practical classes.
Our integral mission project, BKF, has started orphanage and school among the
deprived tribal communities in Manipur on Indo-Burma border. The number of our
children grew from 62 last year to 150 this year and it is still growing. Bethesda
project is strongly supported by the Evangelical Churches Association, a
congregational church in India.
The cost of one computer is Rs.20,000 (£200) and we are in need of five computers.
Donations can be made to Bethesda Khankho International in the UK through the
Cooperative Bank, Account number is 65648070 and sort code 08-92-99. Cheques
and Gift Aid forms can be sent to our UK address:
Helen Hughes, 2/2, 43 Burnbank Terrace, Glasgow, G20 6UQ,
Or please email: contact@bethesda.org.in or lamboihaokip@gmail.com
For further information, please visit www.bethesda.org.in
Thanking you sincerely,
Rev. Dr J Lamboi Haokip
President, Bethesda-Khankho Foundation
Manipur, India.
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Multimedia Shelf
News and Reviews of
Christian Resources in
Multimedia Formats

a passion to witness training resource
Nine video presentations with supporting materials

ISBN13: 1010912289751
Publisher: 10Publishing (10ofthose.com) Price: £20
Review by Robert Neilson

A Passion for Life is a national mission initiative, organised by the Gospel
Partnerships, and was first held at Easter 2010. Some churches may remember it
and have participated in it. Some may even have participated in the second
event, just held around Easter 2014. It has been described as ‘an exclusively
evangelical mission initiative’, and one which was ‘local church-based, cooperative and centred on proclaiming the gospel’.
It may be my quirky sense of humour, but what happened to the ‘passion’
between 2010 and 2014? Fortunately, if the 2014 event passed you by, as I am
sure it passed many churches by, one of the resources provided for it may have
more lasting value, and one which is far more profitable for the Gospel than a
quick-hit, one-week or -weekend event, even if it happened at Easter every year!
The resource is the multimedia DVD, A Passion to Witness, which contains nine
15-20 minutes presentations by different speakers looking at different aspects of
evangelism. Originally designed as a preparation for Easter 2014, the series, best
used in small groups, is an excellent way to encourage every Christian in every
church to take a personal responsibility for witnessing about the Lord Jesus Christ,
and preparing themselves to do so.
It is not enough just to invite people to events and leave others to explain the
truth, but for many it is not easy to speak out for Christ. These sessions, which
include group discussion of what is said by each speaker, will help us more
effectively to go out and make disciples of all nations, as we are commanded to
do. Many evangelical churches these days are too ‘respectable’ and reach out
mainly to ‘nice’, people who are pretty much like us. The sessions will challenge
us to reach communities and groups that we are not currently reaching with the
Gospel. Pricey, at £20, but well worth it, for the Gospel and your church growth.
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Bookshelf

News and Reviews of
Christian Literature and
Reading Resources

HYMNS FOR A TABERNACLE

Scriptural Hymns and Paraphrases
Expanded Edition

by Gordon Booth

Quinta Press, £15.00 + £3.00 p&p
ISBN 978 1 89785 636 9
Paperback

Review by Eileen Breuning

Pontefract Congregational Church Music Group
In a previous edition, a number of fitting tributes to the life and legacies of
Gordon Booth were included. Pontefract has much to thank him for in stimulating
us to have special times of mission which were a blessing in the growth of the
church over a number of decades.
Not many people will be aware though that, in addition to his public life and
ministry, Gordon Booth was a prolific writer of hymns, some of which have been
set to music. The words of the hymns have been gathered together by his family
and published recently by Quinta Press under the title Hymns for a Tabernacle.
There are over 200 hymns, 45 of which had been published in 1992 as a
Christmas present for his wife, Gertrude , a year before she died. His family were
also surprised at the ‘sheer scale’ of their father’s hymn writing activity although
they were aware of his lifelong interest in hymns and of his concern for ‘rightly
handling the word of truth’. His son Paul in the preface commends the quality of
his father’s writing with regard to the theological content and depth of thought,
qualities which are to be sought after in aspiring to produce material used in the
worship of God. Each of the hymns is based on a passage of Scripture, with an
attribution at the top and the book has an extensive order of contents to tie in with
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themes for Services or reflection.
In Gordon’s own preface to the book, he diffidently commends his work in the
hope that ‘the hymns may be of some use to God’s people in worship or
devotion’. Hymn singing for him is at best a ‘wonderful stimulus to faith, vision
and consecration. By means of hymns, a congregation can praise and pray,
declare their creed, give their testimony, seek their God and his blessing and know
his visitation.’
As Peter Mills reported in the last issue, we at Pontefract have recently been
privileged to host an evening with Stuart Townend, one of the best known present
day hymn writers. His hymns combine in abundance a depth of theology with
tunes which are fresh, contemporary, uplifting and musically balanced. He himself
on that evening expressed his concern for modern day writers to be inspired by
the profound compositions of past generations, quoting ‘Immortal, invisible, God
only wise,’ (Walter Chalmers Smith 1824 to 1903) as a bench mark to which to
aspire. It may be that some of Gordon Booth’s hymns, set to music in a present
day context could create this combination for the church in the 21st century. It
would certainly be a challenge to use the collection of stanzas here as a starting
point for some new hymns for the church and they could be a rich resource of
scriptural paraphrase and reflection for those seeking to compose music for this
purpose. Indeed, the opening hymn, under the heading Christian Life: Worship,
from 1 Kings 8:27 expresses such sentiments. The entire hymn is five verses, but
verses 1 and 4, below, give a flavour:
1. How good, how great, how glorious
Is God exalted high,
In might he reigns victorious
Beyond the starry sky,
Beyond the thought of mortal man,
Eternal, infinite:
How can weak human vision scan
Those realms of heavenly light?
4. Lo, see him take our human form
Who hung the stars in space,
He makes this planet earth his home,
He joins our human race!
He lives, he loves he dies;
The grave grasps immortality.
He rose eternal; so he gave
To man eternity.

Gordon himself was aware of the need to remain contemporary in order to
reach the present generation. He writes:
Foverleaf
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Beale’s
Blog

THE
MISSING LINE!
We recently got back from ‘the
holiday of a lifetime’ in China, full of
memorable experiences—Shanghai,
the Yangtze River, the terracotta
warriors at Xi’an, Tiananmen Square
and the Forbidden City in Beijing, the
Great Wall—and the Panda Breeding
& Research Centre at Chengdu. Near
the entrance we were intrigued to see a
sign, my picture of which appears on
the front cover—but notice what is
significantly absent from the sign, the
‘punch-line’, ‘The Lord God made
them all’, which the Editor has added
to the cover to complete the verse. Our
(non-Christian) group joined together
in singing the whole verse!
I suppose it’s what we should expect

HYMNS FOR A TABERNACLE Book Review

in a professedly atheistic country
(where ironically a whole number of
gods are worshipped—and the
Christian church continues to grow
apace)—but it really encapsulates the
views of many people in our own
country today. I’ve just been listening
to a news item about David
Attenborough's ‘Life on Earth’ series
which began in the 1970s, in which the
wonders of creation are vividly
depicted on the assumption that there
is no Creator, they just ‘happened’
through a process of evolution. The
many series which he has produced
since then have proceeded on the
same assumption. What can one say?
“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There
is no God.’” (Psalm 14:1).

PS Our church has just taken
delivery of some ESV Bibles—on the
title page, ‘Printed in China’!
continued from page 19

‘Christians find it hard to sing with involvement what our spiritual forbears
enjoyed a hundred years ago. Replacements are constantly required, but in this
century are hard to find . Every generation looks for something new; but I fear
that much that is novel today, will prove to be of transient popularity’.
He himself preferred the ‘strong objective notes of Watts, Wesley and Newton’
but admits that some may find that his writings veer more towards the
‘subjective side’. ‘These same supreme hymnologists could express themselves
with passionate warmth and wholesome sentiment and I find profit, too in
identifying myself with their more subjective moods’.
Gordon expresses a hope that his own efforts may inspire others to put pen to
paper and attempt to write hymns similarly. ‘I do hope to encourage some, who
have written in the privacy of their homes to bring their writings into the light of
day.’
Hymns for a Tabernacle is available via the EFCC office or website.
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Women to Women
Ladies’ Conference

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of

Christchurch, Teddington
Saturday 17th May 2014
10.00am-12.30pm

Speaker: Carol White

When we are faithless, He remains faithful (2 Tim 2:13)
Lessons from Peter’s fall and restoration

Venue
Christchurch, Station Road, Teddington, Middx TW11 9AB
Tel: 0208 977 6144
There is no charge to attend

Website: www.christ-church.org.uk

Advance Notice : Women to Women EFCC Ladies’
Conference

17th/18th April 2015 at Kings Park Conference Centre, Northampton
Saturday for the main conference: optional informal fellowship on the Friday
evening including overnight accommodation.
Booking forms and more details available to churches in May 2014.
Reserve dates now!
Check out the Women’s forum on the EFCC website to keep in touch and
encourage others.

Please send details of other Ladies’ Days/Conferences in EFCC churches
for publication, by 15th June, to Val Taylor by email val@the-taylors.org, or to
20 Middle Street, Nazeing, Waltham Abbey, EN9 2LD
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