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elcome to the last issue of Concern edited
by yours truly! I have been looking back at
the notes of the first meeting of the
Editorial Committee (Cyril Aston, Ian Rees and
myself) which we held at Honiton on 18th
November 1992, planning a “re-vamped”
magazine in succession to that which Stan Guest
had faithfully prepared, largely on his own, since
January 1969.
Issue 127 appeared in April
Congregational
1993, just 20 years ago, with a
oncern
two-colour cover — quite an
advance at the time — and the
main article was by Alan Tovey
commemorating the 400th
anniversary of the martyrdom of
Barrow and Greenwood. David
Williams wrote a “Focus on”
Cowes, now sadly closed, and the “Further afield”
article was by Ian Rees about the Congregational
theological college at Recifé, Brazil. Since then
“Focus on …” and “Further afield” have featured
in most issues of the magazine.
In handing on the editorial pen (or now mouse!)
to Robert Neilson I wish him God’s blessing, and
express my thanks to all who have helped over the
years, not least Digby James who has been
responsible for the production of the magazine for
the printers; and for the past few years to the gallant
folk at Bulkington Congregational Church who
have met to pack and post the magazine.
I trust that you will be blessed as you read this
issue.
W
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Issue No. 127

“Faithful unto death”
—see page six

Peter Beale

Spring 1993

Round about
Comings and goings

The church at Mynydd Isa in Flintshire has called Paul Thorpe as its
pastor with effect from the beginning of March. Russell Taylor writes:
“Although we are just a small church we are all very excited for the
future. Paul is half way through the EMW correspondence course
where he has been mentored by Stuart Olyott, and has been actively
involved with the church at Gwersyllt before working for Chester City
Mission.”
Hadham Cross in Hertfordshire has called William Jervis from
Northern Ireland to the pastorate of the church. His induction on 9th
March was conducted by EFCC Gen. Sec. Mike Plant.
David Levell has been called to the pastorate at Reeth in North
Yorkshire, in succession to David Gregson, who “retired” some time ago
but has been continuing to preach regularly at the church.
Matthew Bater, who has been assisting at Hayes Town, Middlesex,
has moved to be Assistant Pastor at nearby Feltham Evangelical
Church.
Peter Robinson, pastor at Honiton in Devon since 1999, concludes
his ministry there at the end of June and is moving with his family to
Cyprus, where he has been called to pastor the International Church in
Larnaca.

Called home

The church at Durrington in Wiltshire has lost a longtime member in the passing of Mr Ben Cole on 19th
March at the grand old age of 101. Ben was the father
of the church’s leader Dick Cole, and a stalwart
supporter of the work. We rejoice that he is with the
Lord, having finished the race, and send our sympathy
to his family and the church.

Can you join us?

— at the EFCC Annual General Meeting which takes place this year
on Friday 10th and Saturday 11th May at The People’s Hall Evangelical
Church, Bridgnorth. It’s a good opportunity to keep in touch with the
Fellowship, catch up with old friends, and hear good Bible ministry, on
the Friday from Revs Jackie Brown and Paul Mallard, and on the
Saturday from Revs Charles Collins and Bill Calder (incoming
Chairman).
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From the
Gen. Sec.
The Congregational Way — What is it? (2)
Dear Friends,

The Church should consist of real Christians

Statements of Faith are obviously valuable but the church is not seen
firstly as an organisation based around certain documents but as an
organism, a living body made up of those with spiritual life. So the second
characteristic of Congregationalism is that the church should consist of real
Christians.
I recommend that all members of our churches, and definitely all church
officers, read Evangelical and Congregational — it is a little dated and it is
one of my “round-to-it” tasks to do some updating — but Gordon Booth
did a first class job and it sums up clearly and briefly the basics of
Congregationalism. Gordon bases his chapter on The Biblical Nature of
Congregational Churches on R.W. Dale’s Manual of Congregational
Principles which he states:
provides a logical and Biblical framework for the proposition that only a
Congregational Church meets the demands of the New Testament for a true
church.

Gordon then takes it that all of us will agree that (i) it is the will of Christ
that all those who believe in him should be organised into Churches —
and (ii) in every Christian church the will of Christ is the supreme authority.
He states:
It is when we reach the third principle (that it is the will of Christ that all
members of a Christian church should be believers) that a great divide
appears between Congregationalists and many Episcopalians and
Presbyterians.

One of the factors that produced the early Congregational churches was
a reaction to the parish system where anyone living in the parish was
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treated as a member of the church. Theoretically England and Wales
became Protestant at the Reformation but this didn’t mean you could hear
the gospel in your parish church or that you could find genuine Christian
fellowship there. The early Separatists of the 16th Century, such as Robert
Browne, wanted a church that was pure in the sense that it consisted of
believers. Only such a church can gather in the name of Jesus for mutual
encouragement and to build one another up in the faith, for effective
prayer, have the privilege of his presence promised to them, and exercise
the privileges of accepting and removing men and women into and from
membership in the Church of Christ (Matt. 18:15–20, Heb. 10:19–25,
1 Tim. 2 & Eph. 4:15f).

How should this work out in church life?

It must mean that we are committed to seeking to ensure that, as far as
reasonably possible, church members are real Christians. I say “as far as
reasonably possible” because only God can read the heart and so we do
not know infallibly who belongs to Jesus and who doesn’t. So we look for
someone having a believable profession of faith, living a life that is in
harmony with that profession of faith and showing a commitment to the
particular group of Christians they are seeking to join with. If those things
are in place we bring someone into church membership with confidence.
What must we do then?
1. Interview. We cannot just assume that someone attending the church
services is converted and should be a member. Obviously those who
interview must be capable of spiritual discernment.
2. Check the person’s understanding. Some people may not see things
as clearly as they might and we do not require subscription to a detailed
statement of faith. However provided they are teachable and submissive
to God’s word that should be enough. A denial of basic truths — such as
Christ’s deity or justification by faith — would mean that someone is not
able to be a church member.
3. Check the person’s life. This is why the church members who do not
interview play a real part and should be involved in prayer and practically.
Sometimes glaring inconsistencies between someone’s talk and walk may
be known in the community and these must be faced up to.
4. Check the person’s commitment. He or she is to belong to a Christian
community — is he or she now a genuinely committed part of that
community? I think we also need to explain that the church is a community
subject to the discipline of God’s word. Too often when people leave they
act as though no-one has a right to challenge them, and they are plainly
wrong.
Yours in Christ,

Mike Plant
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Focus on …
Binfield Heath
by Tom Brand

I

t is challenging to proclaim Christ in
an affluent village like Binfield Heath,
where many problems are solved with
money. But the rich need Christ’s saving
blood just as much as the poor.
The Church at Binfield Heath started in 1835. But over the last thirty
years it declined steadily almost to the point of closing. Then in 2010, a
Pastor was called (the first in thirty years) and the Lord is graciously
breathing new life into God’s people here.
We are a Church . . .
Founded on the Word of God
Focussed on the Lord Jesus Christ
Facing our towns and villages with the love, compassion, and power of
the Holy Spirit.
Village ministry is slow and steady. As a group of believers, we are
growing in God’s grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. It has
been such a delight to see many of the older saints in our fellowship
experience renewed growth and spiritual vigour in their life. We are a small
fellowship, but this is such a blessing. We are a family, we share one
another’s burdens and cares and joys. We know each other.
We have built good relationships with many people in the village
through door to door evangelism and community friendships in our
neighbourhood, which has strengthened ties and enabled us to speak the
Word of life. There is a general acceptance of “The Chapel” in the village,
but no adoration of Jesus; they do not see their need of salvation.
The Lord has drawn several non-Christians to us as a Church in our
Lord’s Day services, Bible studies, prayer meetings and our Monday
“Ladies at 2”. We are doing a Christianity Explored course in the manse
over April and May. Please pray for this, we desperately long for the Lord
to save sinners in our village. That is why we are here. His arm is not too
short that it cannot save. The Lord has graciously drawn people to us from
the surrounding area, but our heart’s desire is to see people saved in
Binfield Heath.
Please pray that the Lord would build his Church in Binfield Heath. The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. We need Christ’s Spirit to
proclaim the cross and make disciples for the glory of our merciful God.

4

Congregational Concern Spring 2013

Whatever happened to
holiness?
by Tom Shaw

H

oliness is almost an unheard of word in Christian circles today and,
for many Christians, an unknown experience. In his book A new
call to Holiness Dr Sidlow Baxter writes, “… no subject which ever
engages the thought of Christian believers can be more sacredly
commanding than that of our personal holiness by which I mean an
inwrought holiness in heart and life. Beyond contradiction, this is our
‘priority-number-one’ concern. Admittedly one would not infer so from the
general appearance of things just now, but it is so, if the New Testament is
true.”

God’s purpose

Holiness of life is not just the teaching or theology of so called holiness
groups, as is so often alleged. It was the burden of God’s great heart of
love from all eternity. His eternal purpose for redeemed humanity was that
they should be holy. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
affirms this in Ephesians 1:4: “According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love”. God’s great purpose in redemption was that his
people should be a holy people. Referring to the Apostle’s emphasis in
Ephesians 1:4, Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones comments, “Are you surprised that
this is the first thing the Apostle tells us? Did we expect something else,
such as, God has chosen us in order that we may be forgiven? That is not
what Paul puts first. Instead he writes, ‘That we should be holy and without
blame before him in love’. In doing so, the apostle is being consistent with
the entire biblical teaching. Why must it come first? The answer is that it is
God’s plan, God’s purpose: ‘This is the will of God, even your
sanctification’, 1 Thess. 4:3. God’s desire for us to be holy comes before
his desire for our happiness or anything else. Because God is holy, this
must always be first.”

God’s continual demand

Holiness was not only God’s eternal purpose for Christians, it is God’s
continual desire and command. God still desires and, indeed, commands
his people to be holy. His initial ideal has not been abandoned or even
suspended as some would wish us to believe. It is still the heart-yearning
of a Holy God that his redeemed children should be holy, even in this
sinful and corrupt world. There is an interesting statement in Luke’s Gospel
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where there is an encouragement to serve God, “in holiness and
righteousness before him all the days of our life” (Luke 1:75).
Dear believer, God’s great purpose in eternity past was that you should
be holy and his deep desire is still that you should be holy. God wants his
church on earth to be as holy as it is possible to be. A Holy God has called
his people to be holy and it is inconceivable that he would change that
principle. So desirous is God that his people be holy that he commands it.

God’s glorious work

Holiness is, furthermore, God’s glorious work. Only the Spirit of God
can create holiness in the life of a redeemed soul. In the last paragraph of
Ephesians 3, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are referred to as together
infilling the sanctified believer but the Holy Spirit of God is the Executor of
the Godhead in regeneration and sanctification of the believer. In his book
Redemption Accomplished and Applied, Professor John Murray, referring
to the agent in sanctification, stated, “Specifically it is the Holy Spirit who
is the agent of sanctification … We must not forget, of course, that our
activity is enlisted to the fullest extent in the process of sanctification … The
sanctified are not passive or quiescent in this process.” While a Christian
is only as holy as he wants to be, the great work of holiness in the life is
the work of God. Canon K.F.W. Prior declares, “Sanctification in Scripture
is always something that God does.” Dr Sidlow Baxter emphatically states,
“The begetting of holy disposition and experience within us is exclusively
the work of the Holy Spirit”.

Available by grace

Holiness of life is not only commanded by God, it is made available and
possible to people by his grace.
In her great hymn on the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit, Henrietta
Auber stresses the work of God alone in holiness:
And every virtue we possess,
And every conquest won,
And every thought of holiness
Are his alone.

Frances Ridley Havergal expresses the same belief:
Holiness by faith in Jesus,
Not by effort of thine own,
Sin’s dominion crushed and broken
By the power of grace alone.

6
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God’s image reflected

Holiness is even more than God’s purpose, desire and work. Holiness is
God’s own image reflected in the believer. Paul refers to this great truth at
least twice in 2 Cor. 4:10 & 11: “… that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body” (v10), “… that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in my mortal flesh” (v11) .
John Stott asks the question, “What is holiness without Christlikeness?”
This should be the outcome of holy living. Alas, how many who profess
holiness, teach holiness and contend earnestly for the doctrine of holiness
do not display in daily life and conduct the image of God or the beauty of
Jesus. The oft-repeated statement of the late Duncan Campbell is worth
remembering, “In the final analysis, holiness is just Jesus”.

Not just theory

The conclusion of the verse from Frances Ridley Havergal’s hymn,
quoted earlier, states:
God’s own holiness within thee,
His own beauty on thy brow,
This shall be thy pilgrim brightness,
This thy blessed portion now.

What a pity that all the theory and debate about holiness and
sanctification is not translated into experience, issuing in Godly and saintly
living right here on earth!
This sinful world will begin to believe in God again when they see God’s
image reflected in those who profess to be his followers.
Said Murray McCheyne, who powerfully displayed the image of God in
his short but effective life, “There is no argument like a holy life”. An
unholy Christian is a contradiction to all the Bible teaches, a great blight
upon the work of God and a tremendous barrier to sinners seeking the
way to God.
This article first appeared in the magazine of the Congregational Union
of Ireland, and is reprinted by kind permission of the author and editor
(Rev. Tom and Mrs Mabel Shaw).
The only safe evidence that we are one with Christ, and Christ in us —
is holy life. Those who live unto the Lord are generally the only people
who die in the Lord. If we would die the death of the righteous, let us not
rest in slothful desires only: let us seek to live his life. It is a true saying of
Traill’s: “That faith is unsound, whose hopes of glory do not purify his
heart and life.”
J. C. Ryle, Holiness
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David Livingstone (1813–1873)
by Gordon Cooke

D

avid Livingstone was born on March
13th 1813 in Blantyre, Lanarkshire,
about eight miles south of Glasgow.
He grew up in a typically poor, protestant
Scottish family, where there was an emphasis
on personal piety, hard work, the importance
of education and a sense of mission.
His parents, Neil, a tea salesman, and
Agnes, had been married just over two years
previously in Blantyre. Neil’s family came
from the island of Ulva, just off the Scottish
west coast, and Agnes’s from the lowlands of
Scotland, being descended from a family of
Covenanters, evangelical protestants who
suffered much persecution in earlier times.
The family was poor, and David was brought up as one of seven children in
a single room at the top of a tenement block known as “Shuttle Row”. It had
been built for the workers of a cotton factory on the banks of the River Clyde.

Devout family

The Livingstone family was devout, and David was brought up to
treasure God’s Word. Before he was ten, the boy received a prize for
reciting the whole of the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm, “with only five
hitches,” we are told. It was in this factory that David was forced to go to
work to help the family’s finances, when he was only ten years old. He had
to work there from six in the morning until eight in the evening every day.
Along with the other children, Livingstone would then spend what was left
of the evening at the night school run for their benefit. Though many children
simply fell asleep exhausted, Livingstone studied hard, often until late at night.

Determined to learn

He bought a study-book out of his first week’s wages, and in the
evenings, when David could have the schoolmaster’s help, he took it, and
when he couldn’t, he worked on alone. In this way he mastered his Latin.
He was not brighter than other boys, but more determined to learn than
many. He used to put a book on the spinning jenny, and catch sentences
now and then, as he passed the place in his work. In this way he learned
to put his mind on his book no matter what clatter went on around him.
When nineteen, he was promoted in the factory.

8
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Spiritual change

Though David had been brought up in a Christian family, it wasn’t until
he was twenty that the young man became an earnest Christian, and the
spiritual change that took place then determined the whole course of the
remainder of his life. Before his conversion he had often thought about
eternity; “Great pains,” he says, “had been taken by my parents to instill
the doctrines of Christianity into my mind, and I had no difficulty in
understanding the theory of a free salvation by the atonement of our
Saviour; but it was only about this time that I began to feel the necessity
and value of a personal application of the provisions of that atonement to
my own case.”
He now began to reflect on his state as a sinner, and became anxious to
experience the peace that the Gospel promises. He often felt his
unworthiness to receive the grace promised by the Bible and consequently
long felt that he couldn’t commit himself to the only true hope of the sinner,
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. In his
grace, God revealed to him his error, and he renounced all hope in
himself; and as a bankrupt sinner he trusted in the power and willingness
of Christ to save. To use again his own words: “I saw the duty and
inestimable privilege immediately to accept salvation by Christ. Humbly
believing that through sovereign mercy and grace I have been enabled so
to do, and having felt in some measure its effects on my still depraved and
deceitful heart, it is my desire to show my attachment to the cause of him
who died for me by henceforth devoting my life to his service.”

Missionary training

Following his conversion, Livingstone soon became aware of the
desperate need for qualified missionaries, and as a response, he began to
intersperse his work in the Blantyre cotton mill with studies in theology and
medicine. He was a member by now of a congregational church, where
the pastor, the Rev. John Moir, encouraged him in his missionary training.
Close friends also supported him, and they persuaded him to apply to the
London Missionary Society.
The Missionary Society were reluctant at first to accept him, on the
grounds that that he was a dismal failure as a preacher, and very hesitant
in his leading of public worship. They therefore extended his probationary
period. Livingstone had always had an interest in China, and so
determined that this would be where he would serve the Lord. The Opium
War that was then raging in the Far East frustrated him in this desire, and
so his attention turned to Africa, after hearing Robert Moffatt, an LMS
worker there.
(To be continued)
Gordon Cooke is pastor of New Inn Congregational Church,
Pontypool, and a member of the EFCC Missionary Advisory Committee.
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Minor Prophets (11)
Zechariah
by Chris Sinkinson

H

ow is your memory? If you are
feeling forgetful then be
encouraged by a recent list of lost
property published by Japan’s National
Railway. Over a year lost property
recovered from the trains included $11
million cash, 525,000 umbrellas, 144
sets of false teeth, a live raccoon and ten
urns containing cremated ashes! If you
cannot remember where you left your
car keys then you are in good company.
Zechariah’s name means “Yahweh
The Visions of Zechariah
(from a 14th century illuminated Bible)
remembers”. We may be forgetful, but
God is not. He will remember his people
and he will remember his promises.
Zechariah’s ministry had begun by 520 BC (1:1) making him a
contemporary of Haggai. This dates the book to the period when God’s
people had been decimated in size and been in exile in Babylon. After the
decree of King Cyrus of Persia (Ezra 1:2–4) they were allowed to return
home from exile and begin rebuilding their temple and their homes.
Alongside Haggai, Zechariah encouraged the people to not lose heart but
to look to God. They were not forgotten and God’s purposes were still
unfolding. The Lord remembers.

Difficult to understand

Every book of the Bible is equally the Word of God but not every book
is equally clear to understand. I would rather direct a new Christian to read
the gospel of Mark before tackling the book of Zechariah! In a similar way,
the Book of Revelation is particularly difficult to understand and it is often
remarked that despite his enormous output as a commentator, John
Calvin never produced a commentary on Revelation. Those who do
produce books on Revelation are often drawn into fanciful speculation of
their own. G.K. Chesterton remarked that though the author of Revelation
“saw many strange monsters in his vision, he saw no creature so wild as
one of his own commentators.”
The book of Zechariah is an Old Testament equivalent to Revelation.
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Much of the book is considered “apocalyptic”. This is a style of writing that
conveys visions of events, sometimes in the future, using symbolism and
metaphors. This explains why it is the most difficult of the Minor Prophets
to understand and teach.

Natural divisions

Among many scholars there is a view that two or even three different
books have been stitched together to form this one book. This reflects
the very natural divisions that we find. Chapters 1–6 are apocalyptic
visions. Chapters 7–8 are sermons, while chapters 9–14 form a
revelation of the future. The visions of Zechariah can leave us stumped.
Indeed, Martin Luther gave up a commentary on chapter 14 of the
book by declaring, “In this chapter, I surrender, for I am not certain of
what the prophet treats.” As a pastor I set myself the challenge of
preaching a single sermon on each of the books we call the Minor
Prophets. I wanted to give a simple summary of its main message. So
how can we summarise the major message of such a complicated book
as this?

Quoted in New Testament

Despite the complexities this book is frequently quoted in the New
Testament. It is here that we read a prophetic glimpse of the triumphal
entry (9:9–10; Matt. 21:5). When John described the crucifixion of the
Saviour he saw a fulfilment of Zechariah’s words (John 19:37).
Zechariah sees the judgement of the nations, the restoration of God’s
people and the return of Christ as King; “The LORD will be king over the
whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD and his name the only
name.” (14:9).
Much of the imagery and symbolism of Zechariah is echoed in the book
of Revelation. Compare his vision of a flying scroll in 5:1–4 with that of
John in Rev. 14:6–8. So if Zechariah and Revelation are so alike might that
help us summarise its main message?
Richard Bewes entitles his guide to the book of Revelation, “The Lamb
Wins”. The book of Revelation was not written to confuse, but to
encourage. That is a good summary of Zechariah too. Whether it is the
cleansing of his people, the destruction of his enemies or the establishment
of his kingdom, we can be assured that the Lord wins. God remembers his
people and remembers his covenant promises. Sometimes it does not look
that way. Life can be hard and ministry frustrating. But let us never forget
who our Lord is and what his purposes are; “Return to me,” declares the
LORD Almighty, “and I will return to you” (1:3).
Chris Sinkinson is Pastor of Alderholt Evangelical Congregational
Church and Lecturer at Moorlands College.
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The need for pre-evangelism
by Robert Neilson

A

s Christians in independent evangelical churches, evangelism, the
proclamation of the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ, should
be at the forefront of our thinking and activities. We should be praying
that in the ministry of God’s Word there will be a clear message of the way
of salvation and a call to individuals to respond to the claims of Jesus Christ.
We should be praying also that the gospel would be preached faithfully not
just to a congregation of people who have already professed faith in Christ
— though it is always good to be reminded of the immensity of our salvation
— but to the as-yet unsaved as well. We should be praying for the power of
the Holy Spirit to fall on preachers and hearers alike, that God’s Name
would be glorified and souls would be saved and added to the Church.
In recent years, many churches in the Fellowship have seen people with
little church background come to faith and they are now established
Christians and part of those congregations. They have heard the Word
proclaimed; the Holy Spirit has done his work of convicting them of their
sin and need of salvation, and convincing them of the truth, reality and allsufficiency of Jesus’ sacrifice and, having been saved, they have brought
relatives and friends to hear the Good News themselves. But how did they
come to hear the Good News in the first place?

Hearing the Good News

For the majority of the population, these days, churches are places to be
avoided — except for the essentials of christenings, weddings and funerals.
And these can be avoided altogether in an increasingly secular society.
Christenings are ignored by non-Christian parents, either on right principle
or through ignorance. Marriages, if they happen at all, increasingly are civil
ceremonies. And more and more funerals are straight to the crematorium
or cemetery, where deceased and relatives have no church affiliation, with
humanist ceremonies in place of religious ones happening more often.

Increase at Pontefract

In Pontefract, in 1968, the congregation was elderly and failing, around
a dozen, and with little vision for evangelism. By 1972, when I joined, it
was 30–40, and the increase had come from younger Christians and
Christian families moving into the church to hear faithful teaching and
preaching. Then a change came which was not planned, except in God’s
providence, as one or two ideas came to mind and were implemented. I
do not necessarily commend them as a blueprint for today, but they were
right for the place and time.

12
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1. Services were restructured to provide mainly teaching and
communion on Sunday mornings and gospel preaching on Sunday
evenings.
2. Monthly Guest Services were introduced on evenings.
3. Monthly midweek half nights of prayer were introduced in the week
before significant events.
4. Visiting preachers having gifted gospel ministries were invited.
5. As people came to faith, invitation leaflets developed into booklets
of their testimonies.
6. These booklets were posted through
every letterbox in Pontefract and were used
to promote what became an annual Spring
Mission and, later, an Annual Autumn
Mission.
For a number of years these initiatives
formed a virtuous circle. People were
converted; they told relatives and friends;
they came to the next mission and, in turn,
were converted, etc. This pattern continued
on the basis of, if it works, don’t mess with
it, and the Lord did bless. It was a very
special time, and Church membership
reached around 180, with a majority that
had been converted as adults over a period
of about 30 years.

Diminishing returns

But eventually the number of new converts diminished. God is sovereign
and we cannot take his blessing for granted, but with hindsight we can see
that there were factors that we ignored and should have acted on earlier.
A significant one was that as new Christians matured in their faith, the
Church as a whole became more sedate and less bold. Also, as a number
affirmed at a recent members’ meeting, their efforts to invite family and
friends began to have diminishing returns, as they had asked so many so
often. Then, as families grew up, the nature of the congregation changed
and most new converts began to be children of Christian parents. We
reached a stage where the Spring and Autumn Missions, to which most of
the Church’s evangelistic effort and resources had been directed, had
relatively few new faces hearing the Gospel and were mainly supported by
Christians from the Pontefract and other neighbouring evangelical
churches. With hindsight, we were too slow to recognise this and even
slower to do anything about it.
To be continued in the next issue.
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Pause for thought
by Bill Calder
A Song of Salvation

“He put a new song in my mouth,
a hymn of praise to our God” (Ps. 40:3).
hen I first came to faith in Christ, a whole new world opened up
for me. Salvation filled me with joy and still does. When I first
discovered Psalm 40, the opening verses spoke to me of what I
had experienced when the Lord saved me. God is so kind. He heard my
cry, turned to me, pulled me out of the miry clay of sin. He forgave me
and placed me in Christ my rock, giving me peace and assurance. In the
church where I was converted were many lovely people who were so kind
and patient with me, showing me much love and care.
One of the deacons, Tom Cooper, who was a very fine preacher once
said, “I have never been much of a singer, but the Lord has put a new song
in my heart.” These words struck a chord and still continue to resonate
within me today.
So what is this new song? It is the song of the heart, that flows out of
those who love the Lord who is spoken of in this Psalm, in verse 6. It is a
song of worship, joy and thanksgiving, vocalised in hymns, psalms and
spiritual songs that touch the heart. It is Christ exalting and God glorifying.
The anthem begins with new birth here on earth and continues in heaven
(Rev. 5) ringing throughout eternity. Its purpose is to draw others to Christ,
the song of salvation is to find an echo in other people’s hearts so that they
reverentially bow before God lost in wonder, love and praise. Nehemiah
says: “The joy of the Lord is your strength”.
Consider this and ask yourself a question: Do you have a new song and
the joy of the Lord in your heart which flows from the saving grace of God?

W

Bill Calder is pastor of St John's Congregational Church, Thornton
Heath, and about to become Chairman of the EFCC Committee.

Fancy a visit to Australia?

The 10th Triennial Meeting of the World Evangelical Congregational
Fellowship takes place at Wollongong Surf and Leisure Resort south of
Sydney from 23rd to 27th September. It’s a great opportunity to meet up
with Evangelical Congregationalists from all over the world, to pray
together and hear God’s word preached. For details check out under
“International” on the EFCC website (www.efcc.org.uk).
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Congregational Studies
Conference 2013
by Trudy Kinloch

O

n 14 March the Studies Conference took place in the Wesley
Chapel and Leysian Mission in Moorfields, in the City of
London.
Dr Andrew Charles gave the first paper on the history
of Congregationalism in Rotherham, detailing amongst
other issues the wonderful conversion of local character,
John Thorpe (who came under conviction of sin whilst
impersonating Whitefield for a wager in a tavern). With
the benefit of his engineering experience Dr Charles also
examined the interaction between the Industrial
Revolution and Evangelical Revival.
The conference chairman, Dr Digby
L James, gave a brief slide show on places of local
evangelical interest. Following this was an opportunity
for lunch, fellowship and the option to visit nearby
Bunhill Fields, burial ground of many notable
evangelicals, including John Bunyan, John Owen and
Joseph Hart. Some visited Wesley’s House, full of
fascinating historical artefacts, including John Wesley’s
rattle and horse-riding exercise chair!
Frank Wroe spoke informatively on the Unaffiliated
Congregational Churches Charities, explaining its
foundation, subsequent history and function. In 1977
there remained 112 congregational churches in
England and Wales, unaffiliated to the URC, the
EFCC or the Congregational Federation. Rev. Gordon
Booth visited all 86 English churches during a
Sabbatical year, producing detailed reports on each.
Nowadays there remain 60 churches eligible for grants
from the UCCC.
Rev. Bill Dyer concluded the day with an analysis of
ministerial training, giving us a glimpse of his own
experiences, as an evangelical being trained in a liberal
theological college, closing with some thoughts on the
future training of men for the Congregational ministry.
For those unable to attend, all sessions were recorded
and the published papers will soon be available.
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Affinity Study Conference 2013
by Richard Myerscough

I

am very grateful to the EFCC committee for inviting me to attend the
Affinity Study Conference. Its subject was “Using the Bible Ethically”, a
conscious development from the previous Study Conference which
looked at the doctrine of scripture.

The format of the conference

The conference is resolutely a study conference. Papers are circulated in
advance, along with detailed small-group discussion questions. The
papers themselves demand some familiarity with the subject being
considered and are intellectually rigorous, as well as being theologically
stimulating.
Papers are introduced by the speakers and there follows a period of
small-group discussion, focussing on previously-circulated questions. A
closing plenary session for that paper then allows for questions to be raised
and comment offered, arising out of the paper, its presentation and the
small-group discussions.
The format is generally very helpful for this type of conference. The
papers are not intended to be sermonic and, hence, having them in
advance to study is a great help. A similar approach might be useful for
certain types of paper given at ministry fraternals.

The overall theme

The conference theme, “Using the Bible ethically”, is clearly an
important and oft-neglected one, albeit one that regularly occurs in
pastoral work. That fact alone underlines the necessity for rigorous
reflection on a variety of ethical issues from a biblical perspective.

The papers themselves

Papers covered a diverse range of topics that included war and torture,
gay marriage, IVF treatment and the beginnings of life, the effectiveness of
psalm-singing as a teaching medium, the pursuit of economic justice and
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the New Testament context with respect to moral formation. Quite a
collection! In addition to the particular details of some of the papers and
their discussions, there was great benefit in considering the basis for
beginning to approach such questions from the scriptures. I would
encourage others to download the papers when they become available on
the Affinity website.

The benefits to ministry

Is such a conference and its theme too far removed from the daily work
of ministry to be of any real, ongoing practical benefit? I think not. Without
a clear and biblically-reasoned foundation to our thinking, it is inevitable
that our practice will become ad-hoc and “sloppy”, being driven far too
often by our foibles and our current mental state. Working hard to think
through tough questions of life in the light of the Bible should never be out
of place or unattractive to us — yes, it is hard work but that’s no reason
not to do it. Our being able to think clearly and with biblical rigour can
only be of benefit to those we serve.
This type of conference will not directly translate its material for sermons
— that isn’t its intention and it isn’t a loss. To expect it to do so is rather
short-sighted and a touch too pragmatic. What it does do is add another
layer into the foundations of ministry, which will go on to assist preaching
and pastoring in ways less direct but no less significant.

“The fellowship of kindred minds”

The thorough study of a topic is not the only benefit of a conference such
as this. The opportunity to meet and to engage with men from like-minded
churches, from a variety of church groupings is both stimulating and
edifying. The range of opinions on more secondary issues, whilst
maintaining a clear and unequivocal stance on primary truths, allows the
conference to stimulate thinking in more lateral terms. To see and hear
something of the Lord’s work in other churches and parts of the country is
a real blessing. Old friendships are renewed and new ones forged, for
which all can be thankful.
Richard Myerscough is pastor of Pontefract Congregational Church.

Affinity resources

There is a wealth of good things to be found on the Affinity website
(www.affinity.org.uk), including the online journal of evangelical theology
Foundations and The Bulletin, published three times a year to keep
evangelical churches and individual Christians informed of the
implications of legislation and public policy on social issues in the UK. And
if you are heading off on holiday and looking for an evangelical church,
you can use the “Find a church” facility.
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Letter Box
From Ernie Addicott, Elder,
Staines Congregational Church.
Thank you for the good work you
do
in
putting
together
Congregational Concern. It is
helpful to have news and views
from a variety of churches and I
appreciate the diversity of the
material you manage to include. I
hope that it isn’t out of place to
comment on one of the articles —
“The necessity of opposition in the
pastoral ministry” by Peter
Robinson — in the winter 2013
issue. While agreeing with most of
what Peter Robinson had to say —
especially his final paragraph about
how we should respond in times of
opposition — I feel I must challenge
the title that he chose. If we regard
opposition as necessary, we imply
that God is unable to bless our
pastoral ministry without it. Not so.
Psalm 133 among many other
scriptures tells us clearly that “the
place where the Lord bestows his
blessing” is in fact “where brothers
live together in unity”.
Sadly such unity is rare in our
churches but we must strive for it
and we must never complacently
accept that opposition from within
the Body is inevitable. It is not, and
Scripture never suggests that it is. It

is likely, even probable but a major
part of our pastoral task is to
prevent it. I agree with Peter that
God uses conflict and opposition
for our good and that it is frequently
our own lack of humility and
Godliness that brings opposition to
us, but for me it is a dangerous step
too far to insist that God cannot
bless our ministry without
opposition. Opposition is a serious
probability, but not a necessity.
Yours sincerely
Peter Robinson comments:
As Ernie says, sadly unity is rare
in our churches, but thankfully God
does graciously allows us periods of
peace from time to time. I hope that
in stating that opposition is a
necessity I was not speaking
dangerously but realistically and I
do believe scripturally as Paul
warned of such more than once
Acts 20:30, 1 Tim 2:25.

Visit the EFCC Web-site at www.efcc.org.uk
EFCC has closed its broadcasting account at www.sermonaudio.com and
moved everything to the EFCC website, where you can listen to past Studies
Conference papers and Family Conference sermons.
18
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Book shelf
Helping to put the
pieces together
A Dementia Information Pack
by the Pilgrims’ Friend
Society: £7.50 + p & p
obtainable through
www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk.
Review by Rachel Marsh

T

his pack put together by the Pilgrims’
Friend Society (formerly Pilgrim
Homes) consists of 15 information
sheets as well as a note especially for a
person suffering with dementia.
It is packed full of information starting
with a useful summary of what are and are
not symptoms of dementia, going briefly
over the different causes of dementia as
well as conditions that can mimic dementia.
It also goes very briefly over how the
diagnosis may be made.
Sheets 4–8 go on to give practical
information, for those caring for a loved
one with dementia. This has a wealth of
very useful pointers all the time bringing
back the reader to the importance of resting
in Jesus and that the Holy Spirit is not
limited in ministering to a person just
because they have dementia and that the
underlying person remains.
Sheet 9 gives useful pointers on healthy
living to try and reduce the chances of
developing dementia in certain cases. It is
realistic about the limitation of current
evidence in this area. Carers often neglect
their own physical and mental health and
this is a good reminder.
Sheet 10 covers the time when specialist

care may be needed. This is often a time of
great guilt for the carer and this sheet
sensitively covers this important subject.
Sheets 11 and 12 give useful help and
information for those visiting as friends and
wider family members of the person with
dementia and their carer. The importance
of including the carer and giving them
support is covered. It also issues a strong
challenge and practical information as to
how the church family can help those
members suffering from dementia and their
carers both practically and spiritually.
Sheet 13 has a wealth of scriptural verses
and promises of God’s love and support in
all things. Even when things seem very dark
and difficult.
The final sheets cover useful contacts and
how different services and informal help
can overlap.
This pack is designed so it can be dipped
in and out of, but I would recommend it all
being read though not necessarily all at
once. It should be in all church libraries as a
useful resource for all to look at as well as
for those and their families who are directly
affected by dementia.
Dr Rachel Marsh is a consultant in care
for the elderly.
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From the Guest House

Stan Guest

This was to have been the final contribution from Stan
Guest as immediate past editor of Concern. Sadly as
we go to press Stan has had a spell in hospital and is
now recovering at home. So instead we reprint
something he wrote in the very first issue of the
magazine, in January 1969.

The Gospel

“This is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.”
1 John 3:23.
We must believe because there is no other way. I write as one sinner to
another. Our sin moans that we have forfeited our position with God. We
have no right to enter his presence except to face him as Judge. We can
only thank God that in his love he sent his Son Jesus Christ to be our
Saviour. Christ died for our sins. He took our place and suffered and died
on our behalf. He has done it all. We believe and receive the salvation
offered by our God.
How wonderful that God commands us to believe this! Twice in this one
sentence. How concerned he is that we should not slight his dear Son and
neglect the great salvation he offers.
But this is not all he commands. For having known the great love that
God has for us, how can we do anything other than try to reflect that love
towards each other? Again this is a double command.
There are many today who claim to have a message of love. They call
it the Gospel. They are mistaken. This is Old Testament Law not New
Testament Gospel. Christians must love, it is true. But, first, they must
become Christians. By believing “in the name of his Son Jesus Christ”.

Books for Congregationalists
Christian Fellowship by John Angell James, £3∙75
Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale, £13∙00
Visible Saints by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £25∙00
Studies in English Dissent by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £30∙00
The Religious Revival in Wales (550pp.) £30∙00
Thomas Barnes: Memoir of a Life by Jennifer Barnes, £15.00

Quinta Press,

Meadow View, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, SY10 7RN
E-mail info@quintapress.com. Full list on the web-site: www.quintapress.com
Find important books by John Cotton, Richard Mather, John Angell James, William Jay, RW Dale and
accounts of revival on-line at www.quintapress.com/PDF_Books.html
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EFCC publications
Telling Another Generation
£0.50
This book contains a symposium of papers originally written to mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of EFCC, and as a tribute to Stan Guest,
who has been closely involved in the work of EFCC ever since its
formation, and retired as secretary of the Fellowship in 1989.
Serving as a Deacon by John Legg
£1.95
Now reprinted in a revised edition. “Diaconates might find it useful to
supply each member with a copy of this work” —Evangelicals Now.

&

E

Evangelical & Congregational
£5.00
A brief survey of Congregational history, church order, confessions
of faith, the ministry, worship and sacraments. Includes Savoy
Declaration of Faith.
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A brief survey of Congregational history,
church order, ministry, worship and
sacraments with the Savoy and 
Declarations of Faith

p

Children of the Covenant by John Legg
The biblical basis for infant baptism.

£0.50

Signs and Seals of the Covenant by CG Kirkby
A biblical review of the doctrine of Christian baptism.

£3.50

EFCC also has available these books about
Congregational history and church government
Wandering
Pilgrims
Whatever Happened
to the
Congregational
Churches?

Wandering Pilgrims by ES Guest
£5.00
Subtitled “Whatever Happened to the Congregational Churches?”
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Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale
The definitive work of Congregational church government.

£13.00

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OR

THE CHURCH MEMBER’S GUIDE
by

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
Edited and Abridged by Gordon T. Booth
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Christian Fellowship or the Church Member’s Guide
by John Angell James
£3.75
A practical manual for church members to learn their duties and
responsibilities.

All these items are available from the Office Manager. Prices are exclusive of postage and packing.
Online purchases available at www.efcc.org.uk
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