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Iwas much encouraged this morning, as I was
preparing to make the final touches to this issue
of Concern (which usually means writing this

foreword) to receive a phone call from a retired
minister of a Reformed Baptist persuasion, saying
how helpful he found many of the articles in the
magazine, which he had been reading online. It is
good to know that Concern has a wide readership,
far beyond the confines of EFCC churches in the
UK — many other evangelical churches and
individuals in every continent apart from that one
with all the ice!

Not only do we have a wide readership, but the
content of the magazine is also geographically and
chronologically broad, in this issue ranging from
Manchester to Macedonia and from 1662 to 2013!
We trust that you will find much to encourage and
to challenge you in its pages. If you do, or if you
wish to offer informed criticism, then let us know,
by email or snail mail!

When you have read it, pass it on to a friend, a
neighbour, or leave it in the doctor’s waiting room
— you don’t know who may pick it up.

Peter Beale
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Cover illustration: An Imam in
the Muslim community who
was brought to the Lord
through the witness of
Christians in Shutka,
Macedonia (see pp. 11–13).
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Round about
Associate at Pontefract

Peter Mills has been called as Associate Minister at Pontefract
Evangelical Congregational Church, West Yorkshire, and took up his
ministry on 1st January.

End of an era
Latimer Church, Beverley, has experienced a

great loss in the homecall of Mr Ken Barnett on
21st December, a few months before his 90th
birthday. A much-loved Deacon Emeritus since
his retirement from the diaconate, Mr Barnett had
served as church treasurer, Boys’ Brigade leader,
and in many other roles at the church, and was
the last of his generation. He was a godly man,
and it was a privilege for Lucy and myself to visit
him shortly before his death, when he prayed
movingly for us and for the church. The
thanksgiving service for his life on 31st December
was conducted by Rev. Paul Davis, former pastor
of Latimer. PJB

Farewell to Woolwich
After serving for fifteen years at Woolwich Congregational Church,

Pastor Aaron Flanagan concluded his ministry there at the end of last year.
He writes:

“The Lord has been gracious to us for many years and we thank him for
all his provision and blessing in the ministry here, but now is the time to
come out, to be set aside and to rest and be refreshed in him. Therefore,
we are not looking to move into another church ministry (it’s not an option
at this time) and as far as future ministry is concerned (full time that is) we
will wait on the Lord and let him lead and guide us. Please pray for the
church at Woolwich at this time and for us as well.” 

Congregational Studies Conference
Book now for the 2013 Studies Conference, to be held on 16th March

at Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, London EC. Speakers and subjects
include Andrew Charles on “Revival and Revolution in Rotherham” (the
Alan Tovey Memorial Lecture), Frank Wroe on “The Origin and History of
the Unaffiliated Congregational Churches Charity” and Bill Dyer on
“Ministerial Training Then and Now”.
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Dear Friends,

Writing my last letter for Concern I referred to my concern that we
should identify, out of conviction not out of custom, with the
Congregational Way. One member of my home church asked

Margaret what the “Congregational Way” is, which leads me to think that
before talking about how to get to where I would like us to be as a
fellowship I should talk about where we would be going. So what is the
“Congregational Way”?

As I mentioned in my last letter that I differed with friends in the
Congregational Federation about the nature of the “Congregational Way”
it may help to deal with the main area about which I disagree with them
because discussing it will enable us to highlight an important aspect of
what it means to be a Congregationalist.

What we disagree about 
The Federation website has a section on “What we believe” and states

that Congregationalists have normally been broadly orthodox Trinitarian
Christians, but quite intentionally does not have a Statement of Faith as
the basis of their fellowship. This actually reflects a deeply held conviction
that the heart of Christianity is experience of God and his love rather than
correct statements of faith. In their view then genuine Congregational
Christianity is in essence non-creedal. On this basis when EFCC recently
revised their Statement of Faith it would not be a question of whether the
details of the Statement were correct (one friend involved in the
Congregational Federation told me he thought they were), but whether the
adopting of Statements of Faith is something that Churches should engage
in and use as a basis of unity.

Why we disagree 
There are several points to note and most of them are dealt with far more

thoroughly in a paper I gave at the 2002 Congregational Studies
Conference on “Congregationalists and Confessions”. 
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1. It is a very important point that Congregationalists have historically
taken a very different attitude to Statements of Faith than, for example,
Presbyterians. Generally speaking issues about belief have been dealt with
by drawing up new Statements of Faith rather than arguing about the real
meaning of old ones! The primary point in interviewing for church
membership is not that someone holds to our statement of faith but
ascertaining as far as we can that he or she is holding to Christ by faith and
is “born again”. 

2. However, the idea that Christianity is “non-credal” is typical of
liberalism, whatever the detailed convictions of the one who holds to this
belief. The Bible, and I think the “Congregational Way”, is faithful to the
Scripture in this emphasis, holding both to right belief and to a true
experience of knowing God through Christ as essential. We could over-react
to non-creedalism and end up with dead orthodoxy but there is no reason
why strong belief and deep experience of God should not go hand in hand
— indeed there is every reason why they should and must go hand in hand.

3. The idea that Congregationalism is non-creedal is simply nonsense
historically. The EFCC Publication Evangelical & Congregational contains
both the Savoy Declaration of 1658 and the 1833 Declaration of Faith and
both of these, particularly the Savoy, are theologically robust and quite
detailed. Additionally, because Congregationalists have tended to produce
new Statements of Faith for new situations, there is a multiplicity of
Statements of Faith, often found in Trust Deeds, which are aimed at
dealing with the errors of the day. For example because Presbyterianism in
England, during the late 17th and early 18th Centuries, largely fell into
Unitarianism many believers left those churches and established
Congregational Churches whose trust deeds left no-one in doubt
concerning their robust Trinitarianism. 

Where does this lead us? 
Several points arise, some of which are simply restating why we actually

came into existence in the first place:—
1. The Priority of the Gospel. Churches are founded upon and are to

uphold the gospel. It is only through faith in the risen and glorified Lord
Jesus Christ that men and women, boys and girls can be put right with
God and made true members of Christ’s church. We need to be gospel
churches which prioritise evangelism and whose lives and memberships
are shaped and controlled by the gospel.

2. We need to be passionate about our faith. One of the most serious
problems confronting churches today is the way in which a valid
distinction between primary gospel issues and secondary church issues has
been used to make “secondary” mean “unimportant”. No part of God’s
truth is unimportant and while issues concerning church life and order are
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not central to the gospel we dishonour God if we act as though they are
optional extras which we haven’t really got time to worry about.

3. We need to preserve our spiritual warmth. Adherence to the best of
systems of church order and the most beautifully balanced Statements of
Faith will achieve nothing when love for God and love for others
diminishes because we are no longer devoted to Christ. We always need
to the guard the heart.

Yours in the Lord,                                                                         Mike Plant

Willersley report
by Tom Brand

The best word I can think of to describe our experience at the 2012
Ministers’ prayer conference is “heavenly”. The Lord commanded
his blessing upon our

fellowship, upon our worship, in
song and in prayer, and upon the
preaching and teaching of his
Word. We were restored in the
Lord’s grace together as many
Scriptural themes were woven
more deeply into our hearts.

“O what full and perfect peace, 
joy and wonder all divine! 
In a love which cannot cease, 
I am his and he is mine.”
This was the cry throughout the

conference. From this glorious knowledge that “My beloved is mine and I
am his” (Song of Solomon 2:16), our hearts were renewed with the Lord’s
strength to make progress in the ministry. It made us long for the strong
and heart-warming commendation of Christ at the end of the fight of faith,
“Well done, good and faithful servant”(Matthew 25:21). 

There was much intercession for our nation, for a spiritual harvest for
Christ’s glory, pleading with God to revive his work in the midst of the
years. “In wrath remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2). 

We were also restored with rest, and time to enjoy the wonderful hospitality
of Willersley Castle and its striking setting. New friendships were formed that
I believe will prove to be a great blessing for years to come. This was my first
time at the EFCC prayer conference; I do not intend to miss it again.

Tom Brand is pastor of Binfield Heath Congregational Church, Reading.
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Helping to put 
the pieces 
together

A new dementia 
information pack 

Helping to put the pieces 
together has 17 separate 

leafl ets on different aspects 
of dementia. 

It talks to the sufferer, 
the caregiver, and to 

churches on how 
they can help. It is 

directional, practical 
and spiritual. Everything 

is put into a Christian context, 
with Scriptures to enlighten and 

encourage. 

£7.50, plus postage and packaging, 
through our website www.pilgrimsfriend.
org.uk, or by request from Pilgrims’ Friend 
Society, 175 Tower Bridge Road, London 
SE1 2AL, with cheque made payable to 
Pilgrim Homes Trading Ltd.

•  ‘Brilliant! Encouraging and uplifting.’

•  ‘I wish I’d had this when we fi rst knew about dementia.’ 

•  ‘Giving the biblical view of dementia changes the way  
 you see it.’

•  ‘It makes me feel empowered.’
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3 The diagnosis

D
iagnosing dementia is not easy, a

nd usually requires more than one visit to
 your 

doctor. Keep a record of changes the person has been experiencing, whether they 

have happened suddenly or gradually, a
s this will b

e invaluable to the doctor.

The general practitio
ner (G

P) will ta
ke the person through an MMSE – mini mental state 

exam. This is a short but useful test that assesses a number of different abilitie
s, such 

as memory, m
otor skills, language abilitie

s, concentration and orientation. A low score is 

followed by a referral to a local memory clinic, where diagnosis is more sophisticated. If 

vascular dementia is suspected, the consultant may arrange for a brain scan, which would 

show if th
ere are any arterial blockages in the brain, or any other pathology, such as a brain 

tumour.

There are many different reactions to a diagnosis of dementia. For some people there is a 

sense of relief, because there is now an explanation for the strange things that have been 

happening. Dementia is a terminal illn
ess, so there will b

e grief and sorrow. There can be 

anger, fo
r the loss of the future. For some patients, by the tim

e a diagnosis is made their 

reasoning is such that they do not seem to be able to comprehend it. V
ery often, close 

relatives do not want them to know the diagnosis, and even in the patient’s lucid moments, 

keep it fr
om them.

For the person with dementia it c
an be a frig

htening prospect to face losing some of the 

functions of a previously effi cient mind. It’s
 as if th

e instructions from the instruments on 

the bridge of the ship start re
aching the crew in garbled form. It i

s diffi c
ult to

 hold on to 

information, or even to hold on to what’s happening in the moment. There is often a feeling 

of losing control of one’s life
.

But, ultim
ately, it

 is God who holds us. With the challenge of letting go of our confi dence in 

ourselves comes the balm of being able to trust all th
e more in our Heavenly Father, who 

loves us and has promised never to let us go.

Practical help

A diagnosis of dementia is a major turning point in a life
, but fortunately, th

ere is now more help and 

understanding than there used to be. A list of organisations that can help is given in leafl et no. 13, and 

your doctor will also know what resources and help are available. Your local authority’s social services 

department will already be helping families coping with dementia, and will b
e able to tell you what is 

available.

Spiritu
al support

In particular, ask your church leader for prayer and spiritu
al ministry of all kinds. This is not a burden 

to carry alone. God designed human beings to work together and live in relationship with one another, 

and independence is not a Scriptural principle. Both you and the patient are going to need more and 

more help in all sorts of ways and this is an opportunity to start le
arning how to receive, not just give, 

or be in charge.

Involvin
g family 

members

Make sure other family members are involved in discussions, and asked to consider ways in which 

they can help. Do not be surprised if th
ere are tensions; many people still fi 

nd the reality of dementia 

It is
 good to see 

your doctor as 

soon as possible.

An early diagnosis  

is helpful.

It is
 a tim

e for 

putting all our 

confi dence in God.  

He has promised 

never to forsake us.

‘When you pass through the waters, I w
ill b

e with you,’ 

Isaiah 43:2
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2 Some conditio
ns that m

imic dementia

D
ementia is not an inevitable part of ageing. There are sprightly 90 year olds, and even 100 

year olds. But it is
 more prevalent in older age groups, and one in four over the age of 80 is 

predicted to develop it.

The word ‘dementia’ means ‘absent fro
m the mind’. It d

oes not describe the cause(s) of the condition, 

but the effects. Among the causes of dementia are Alzheimer’s disease, dementia with Lewy bodies, 

vascular dementia (strokes), Pick’s disease, Creuzfeldt-Jacob disease, Korsakoffs (chronic alchohol 

abuse). The symptoms of dementia are described in the leafl et Dementia, Symptoms and Causes. 

There are physical conditions that can mimic dementia. These should be eliminated when making a 

diagnosis.

Conditio
ns that can mimic dementia

DEPRESSION

In an international survey conducted by the European Union a few years ago, depression came out as 

the “worst” of all health conditions. It’s
 not surprising that the Bible tells us “Above all else, guard your 

heart, fo
r it is

 the wellspring of life
” (P

roverbs 4:23)

Depression upsets concentration and can make it d
iffi cult to

 recall information. Depression narrows 

a person’s mental horizon, and makes it hard to pay attention to others and what they are saying. 

Because the symptoms of depression and dementia are often so similar, an older person with 

depression may sometimes be wrongly thought to have dementia. It is
 important that depression is 

treated, because it can reduce the blood fl ow to the brain according to research.1

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

People with undetected cardiovascular disease may not have classic symptoms like a heart attack 

or chest pains or a stroke, but they can have partially blocked blood vessels in the brain, legs, the 

kidneys or the heart. T
hese obstructions in turn can result in exhaustion, a slow walking pace and 

mental confusion. It c
an look like incipient dementia, but it is

 a condition that can respond to treatment 

and it should be possible to delay or prevent any further deterioration by treating the underlying 

medical condition.

ANAEMIA

Some older people may accept as normal signs of ageing fatigue, fre
quent infections or diffi culty to 

think clearly, y
et these are typical signs of anaemia. Anaemia is a common disorder among the elderly. 

It is eminently treatable once diagnosed by a doctor.

A POOR DIET

Taking the trouble to shop for and cook nutritio
us food is not something every older person can be 

bothered to do, especially if th
ey are living alone. Contributory factors may also be diffi culty with 

chewing; digestive disorders, or persistent physical and psychological problems such as arthritis, 

loneliness, and depression. Older people are also susceptible to dehydration: they sense thirst more 

slowly, a
nd some may restrict fl uid intake because they do not want to make frequent trip

s to the 

lavatory, e
specially if m

oving is diffi cult.

Staying occupied, 

keeping happy and 

avoiding depression 

is important.

A good diet, 

and  vitamin 

supplements where 

necessary, 

are essential for 

older people.  
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3 The diagnosis

D
iagnosing dementia is not easy, and usually requires more than one visit to your 

doctor. Keep a record of changes the person has been experiencing, whether they 

have happened suddenly or gradually, a
s this will be invaluable to the doctor.

The general practitioner (GP) will ta
ke the person through an MMSE – mini mental state 

exam. This is a short but useful test that assesses a number of different abilities, such 

as memory, m
otor skills, language abilities, concentration and orientation. A low score is 

followed by a referral to a local memory clinic, where diagnosis is more sophisticated. If 

vascular dementia is suspected, the consultant may arrange for a brain scan, which would 

show if th
ere are any arterial blockages in the brain, or any other pathology, such as a brain 

tumour.

There are many different reactions to a diagnosis of dementia. For some people there is a 

sense of relief, because there is now an explanation for the strange things that have been 

happening. Dementia is a terminal illness, so there will be grief and sorrow. There can be 

anger, for the loss of the future. For some patients, by the time a diagnosis is made their 

reasoning is such that they do not seem to be able to comprehend it. V
ery often, close 

relatives do not want them to know the diagnosis, and even in the patient’s lucid moments, 

keep it fro
m them.

For the person with dementia it can be a frightening prospect to face losing some of the 

functions of a previously effi cient mind. It’s
 as if th

e instructions from the instruments on 

the bridge of the ship start reaching the crew in garbled form. It is
 diffi cult to hold on to 

information, or even to hold on to what’s happening in the moment. There is often a feeling 

of losing control of one’s life.

But, ultimately, it 
is God who holds us. With the challenge of letting go of our confi dence in 

ourselves comes the balm of being able to trust all the more in our Heavenly Father, who 

loves us and has promised never to let us go.

Practical help

A diagnosis of dementia is a major turning point in a life, but fortunately, th
ere is now more help and 

understanding than there used to be. A list of organisations that can help is given in leafl et no. 13, and 

your doctor will also know what resources and help are available. Your local authority’s social services 

department will already be helping families coping with dementia, and will be able to tell you what is 

available.

Spiritu
al support

In particular, ask your church leader for prayer and spiritual ministry of all kinds. This is not a burden 

to carry alone. God designed human beings to work together and live in relationship with one another, 

and independence is not a Scriptural principle. Both you and the patient are going to need more and 

more help in all sorts of ways and this is an opportunity to start learning how to receive, not just give, 

or be in charge.

Involvin
g family members

Make sure other family members are involved in discussions, and asked to consider ways in which 

they can help. Do not be surprised if th
ere are tensions; many people still fi n

d the reality of dementia 

It is good to see 

your doctor as 

soon as possible.

An early diagnosis  

is helpful.

It is a time for 

putting all our 

confi dence in God.  

He has promised 

never to forsake us.

‘When you pass through the waters, I w
ill be with you,’ 

Isaiah 43:2
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3 The diagnosis

D
iagnosing dementia is not easy, and usually requires more than one visit to your 

doctor. Keep a record of changes the person has been experiencing, whether they 

have happened suddenly or gradually, a
s this will be invaluable to the doctor.

The general practitioner (GP) will take the person through an MMSE – mini mental state 

exam. This is a short but useful test that assesses a number of different abilities, such 

as memory, m
otor skills, language abilities, concentration and orientation. A low score is 

followed by a referral to a local memory clinic, where diagnosis is more sophisticated. If 

vascular dementia is suspected, the consultant may arrange for a brain scan, which would 

show if there are any arterial blockages in the brain, or any other pathology, such as a brain 

tumour.

There are many different reactions to a diagnosis of dementia. For some people there is a 

sense of relief, because there is now an explanation for the strange things that have been 

happening. Dementia is a terminal illness, so there will be grief and sorrow. There can be 

anger, for the loss of the future. For some patients, by the time a diagnosis is made their 

reasoning is such that they do not seem to be able to comprehend it. Very often, close 

relatives do not want them to know the diagnosis, and even in the patient’s lucid moments, 

keep it fro
m them.

For the person with dementia it can be a frightening prospect to face losing some of the 

functions of a previously effi cient mind. It’s as if the instructions from the instruments on 

the bridge of the ship start reaching the crew in garbled form. It is
 diffi cult to hold on to 

information, or even to hold on to what’s happening in the moment. There is often a feeling 

of losing control of one’s life.

But, ultimately, it 
is God who holds us. With the challenge of letting go of our confi dence in 

ourselves comes the balm of being able to trust all the more in our Heavenly Father, who 

loves us and has promised never to let us go.

Practical help

A diagnosis of dementia is a major turning point in a life, but fortunately, th
ere is now more help and 

understanding than there used to be. A list of organisations that can help is given in leafl et no. 13, and 

your doctor will also know what resources and help are available. Your local authority’s social services 

department will already be helping families coping with dementia, and will be able to tell you what is 

available.

Spiritu
al support

In particular, ask your church leader for prayer and spiritual ministry of all kinds. This is not a burden 

to carry alone. God designed human beings to work together and live in relationship with one another, 

and independence is not a Scriptural principle. Both you and the patient are going to need more and 

more help in all sorts of ways and this is an opportunity to start learning how to receive, not just give, 

or be in charge.

Involving family members

Make sure other family members are involved in discussions, and asked to consider ways in which 

they can help. Do not be surprised if there are tensions; many people still fi n
d the reality of dementia 

It is good to see 

your doctor as 

soon as possible.

An early diagnosis  

is helpful.

It is a time for 

putting all our 

confi dence in God.  

He has promised 

never to forsake us.

‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,’ 

Isaiah 43:2
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2 Some conditions that mimic dementia

D
ementia is not an inevitable part of ageing. There are sprightly 90 year olds, and even 100 

year olds. But it is more prevalent in older age groups, and one in four over the age of 80 is 

predicted to develop it.

The word ‘dementia’ means ‘absent from the mind’. It d
oes not describe the cause(s) of the condition, 

but the effects. Among the causes of dementia are Alzheimer’s disease, dementia with Lewy bodies, 

vascular dementia (strokes), Pick’s disease, Creuzfeldt-Jacob disease, Korsakoffs (chronic alchohol 

abuse). The symptoms of dementia are described in the leafl et Dementia, Symptoms and Causes. 

There are physical conditions that can mimic dementia. These should be eliminated when making a 

diagnosis.

Conditions that can mimic dementia

DEPRESSION

In an international survey conducted by the European Union a few years ago, depression came out as 

the “worst” of all health conditions. It’s not surprising that the Bible tells us “Above all else, guard your 

heart, for it is the wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23)

Depression upsets concentration and can make it diffi cult to recall information. Depression narrows 

a person’s mental horizon, and makes it hard to pay attention to others and what they are saying. 

Because the symptoms of depression and dementia are often so similar, an older person with 

depression may sometimes be wrongly thought to have dementia. It is important that depression is 

treated, because it can reduce the blood fl ow to the brain according to research.1

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

People with undetected cardiovascular disease may not have classic symptoms like a heart attack 

or chest pains or a stroke, but they can have partially blocked blood vessels in the brain, legs, the 

kidneys or the heart. These obstructions in turn can result in exhaustion, a slow walking pace and 

mental confusion. It can look like incipient dementia, but it is a condition that can respond to treatment 

and it should be possible to delay or prevent any further deterioration by treating the underlying 

medical condition.

ANAEMIA

Some older people may accept as normal signs of ageing fatigue, frequent infections or diffi culty to 

think clearly, yet these are typical signs of anaemia. Anaemia is a common disorder among the elderly. 

It is eminently treatable once diagnosed by a doctor.

A POOR DIET

Taking the trouble to shop for and cook nutritious food is not something every older person can be 

bothered to do, especially if they are living alone. Contributory factors may also be diffi culty with 

chewing; digestive disorders, or persistent physical and psychological problems such as arthritis, 

loneliness, and depression. Older people are also susceptible to dehydration: they sense thirst more 

slowly, and some may restrict fl uid intake because they do not want to make frequent trips to the 

lavatory, especially if moving is diffi cult.

Staying occupied, 

keeping happy and 

avoiding depression 

is important.

A good diet, 

and  vitamin 

supplements where 

necessary, 

are essential for 

older people.  
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1 Dementia: symptoms and causes

P
eople sometimes ask, ‘Is Alzheimer’s the same as dementia?’ The answer is that Alzheimer’s 

disease is a disorder that causes dementia. It is just one of many different causes, though, at just 

under 60%, it could be said to be the main cause. The next major cause is vascular dementia, 

and a combination of both Alzheimer’s and vascular dementia is not uncommon. 

When someone is suffering from dementia you are seeing the effects of an underlying disease, in 

this case the loss of functioning neurones. Dementia is the syndrome, or set of symptoms, that can 

be observed, such as forgetfulness and changed behaviour. It’s like noticing someone walking with a 

limp. The limp is the symptom of an underlying cause – perhaps a fracture, a sprain, or an inherited 

defect. You don’t see the cause but you can see the symptoms. 

The symptoms 

Dementia usually fi rst appears as forgetfulness. But not all forgetfulness indicates dementia. Some 

people are absent minded all their lives. Forgetting where you’ve put your car keys is not the same as 

forgetting what the keys are for when you’re holding them in your hand. 

The early symptoms of dementia can be: 

 •  Increasing memory loss for day-to-day activities, such as forgetting peoples’ names,   
 

  places or objects

 • Depression

 • Losing abstract reasoning, such as understanding the signifi cance of events or the   
 

  ability to understand a principle

 • Language problems, such as having trouble fi nding the name of familiar objects, sometimes   

  fi nding other ways of saying things 

 • Sense of disorientation, sometimes in familiar surroundings

 • Not being able to recall something – and forgetting simple words, sometimes replacing  
 

  them with less appropriate words

 • Losing the way on familiar routes

 • Loss of confi dence

 • Misplacing items

Putting 

the pieces 

together Dementia is the 
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3 The diagnosis

D
iagnosing dementia is not easy, and usually requires more than one visit to your 

doctor. Keep a record of changes the person has been experiencing, whether they 

have happened suddenly or gradually, as this will be invaluable to the doctor.

The general practitioner (GP) will take the person through an MMSE – mini mental state 

exam. This is a short but useful test that assesses a number of different abilities, such 

as memory, motor skills, language abilities, concentration and orientation. A low score is 

followed by a referral to a local memory clinic, where diagnosis is more sophisticated. If 

vascular dementia is suspected, the consultant may arrange for a brain scan, which would 

show if there are any arterial blockages in the brain, or any other pathology, such as a brain 

tumour.

There are many different reactions to a diagnosis of dementia. For some people there is a 

sense of relief, because there is now an explanation for the strange things that have been 

happening. Dementia is a terminal illness, so there will be grief and sorrow. There can be 

anger, for the loss of the future. For some patients, by the time a diagnosis is made their 

reasoning is such that they do not seem to be able to comprehend it. Very often, close 

relatives do not want them to know the diagnosis, and even in the patient’s lucid moments, 

keep it from them.

For the person with dementia it can be a frightening prospect to face losing some of the 

functions of a previously effi cient mind. It’s as if the instructions from the instruments on 

the bridge of the ship start reaching the crew in garbled form. It is diffi cult to hold on to 

information, or even to hold on to what’s happening in the moment. There is often a feeling 

of losing control of one’s life.

But, ultimately, it is God who holds us. With the challenge of letting go of our confi dence in 

ourselves comes the balm of being able to trust all the more in our Heavenly Father, who 

loves us and has promised never to let us go.

Practical help

A diagnosis of dementia is a major turning point in a life, but fortunately, there is now more help and 

understanding than there used to be. A list of organisations that can help is given in leafl et no. 13, and 

your doctor will also know what resources and help are available. Your local authority’s social services 

department will already be helping families coping with dementia, and will be able to tell you what is 

available.

Spiritual support

In particular, ask your church leader for prayer and spiritual ministry of all kinds. This is not a burden 

to carry alone. God designed human beings to work together and live in relationship with one another, 

and independence is not a Scriptural principle. Both you and the patient are going to need more and 

more help in all sorts of ways and this is an opportunity to start learning how to receive, not just give, 

or be in charge.

Involving family members

Make sure other family members are involved in discussions, and asked to consider ways in which 

they can help. Do not be surprised if there are tensions; many people still fi nd the reality of dementia 

It is good to see 

your doctor as 

soon as possible.

An early diagnosis  

is helpful.

It is a time for 

putting all our 

confi dence in God.  

He has promised 

never to forsake us.

‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,’ 

Isaiah 43:2
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2 Some conditions that mimic dementia

D
ementia is not an inevitable part of ageing. There are sprightly 90 year olds, and even 100 

year olds. But it is more prevalent in older age groups, and one in four over the age of 80 is 

predicted to develop it.

The word ‘dementia’ means ‘absent from the mind’. It does not describe the cause(s) of the condition, 

but the effects. Among the causes of dementia are Alzheimer’s disease, dementia with Lewy bodies, 

vascular dementia (strokes), Pick’s disease, Creuzfeldt-Jacob disease, Korsakoffs (chronic alchohol 

abuse). The symptoms of dementia are described in the leafl et Dementia, Symptoms and Causes. 

There are physical conditions that can mimic dementia. These should be eliminated when making a 

diagnosis.

Conditions that can mimic dementia

DEPRESSION

In an international survey conducted by the European Union a few years ago, depression came out as 

the “worst” of all health conditions. It’s not surprising that the Bible tells us “Above all else, guard your 

heart, for it is the wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23)

Depression upsets concentration and can make it diffi cult to recall information. Depression narrows 

a person’s mental horizon, and makes it hard to pay attention to others and what they are saying. 

Because the symptoms of depression and dementia are often so similar, an older person with 

depression may sometimes be wrongly thought to have dementia. It is important that depression is 

treated, because it can reduce the blood fl ow to the brain according to research.1

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

People with undetected cardiovascular disease may not have classic symptoms like a heart attack 

or chest pains or a stroke, but they can have partially blocked blood vessels in the brain, legs, the 

kidneys or the heart. These obstructions in turn can result in exhaustion, a slow walking pace and 

mental confusion. It can look like incipient dementia, but it is a condition that can respond to treatment 

and it should be possible to delay or prevent any further deterioration by treating the underlying 

medical condition.

ANAEMIA

Some older people may accept as normal signs of ageing fatigue, frequent infections or diffi culty to 

think clearly, yet these are typical signs of anaemia. Anaemia is a common disorder among the elderly. 

It is eminently treatable once diagnosed by a doctor.

A POOR DIET

Taking the trouble to shop for and cook nutritious food is not something every older person can be 

bothered to do, especially if they are living alone. Contributory factors may also be diffi culty with 

chewing; digestive disorders, or persistent physical and psychological problems such as arthritis, 

loneliness, and depression. Older people are also susceptible to dehydration: they sense thirst more 

slowly, and some may restrict fl uid intake because they do not want to make frequent trips to the 

lavatory, especially if moving is diffi cult.

Staying occupied, 

keeping happy and 

avoiding depression 

is important.

A good diet, 

and  vitamin 

supplements where 

necessary, 

are essential for 

older people.  
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as memory, motor skills, language abilities, concentration and orientation. A low score is 
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functions of a previously effi cient mind. It’s as if the instructions from the instruments on 

the bridge of the ship start reaching the crew in garbled form. It is diffi cult to hold on to 

information, or even to hold on to what’s happening in the moment. There is often a feeling 

of losing control of one’s life.

But, ultimately, it is God who holds us. With the challenge of letting go of our confi dence in 

ourselves comes the balm of being able to trust all the more in our Heavenly Father, who 

loves us and has promised never to let us go.

Practical help

A diagnosis of dementia is a major turning point in a life, but fortunately, there is now more help and 

understanding than there used to be. A list of organisations that can help is given in leafl et no. 13, and 

your doctor will also know what resources and help are available. Your local authority’s social services 

department will already be helping families coping with dementia, and will be able to tell you what is 

available.

Spiritual support

In particular, ask your church leader for prayer and spiritual ministry of all kinds. This is not a burden 

to carry alone. God designed human beings to work together and live in relationship with one another, 

and independence is not a Scriptural principle. Both you and the patient are going to need more and 

more help in all sorts of ways and this is an opportunity to start learning how to receive, not just give, 

or be in charge.

Involving family members

Make sure other family members are involved in discussions, and asked to consider ways in which 

they can help. Do not be surprised if there are tensions; many people still fi nd the reality of dementia 
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1 Dementia: symptoms and causes

People sometimes ask, ‘Is Alzheimer’s the same as dementia?’ The answer is that Alzheimer’s 

disease is a disorder that causes dementia. It is just one of many different causes, though, at just 

under 60%, it could be said to be the main cause. The next major cause is vascular dementia, 

and a combination of both Alzheimer’s and vascular dementia is not uncommon. 

When someone is suffering from dementia you are seeing the effects of an underlying disease, in 

this case the loss of functioning neurones. Dementia is the syndrome, or set of symptoms, that can 

be observed, such as forgetfulness and changed behaviour. It’s like noticing someone walking with a 

limp. The limp is the symptom of an underlying cause – perhaps a fracture, a sprain, or an inherited 

defect. You don’t see the cause but you can see the symptoms. 

The symptoms 

Dementia usually fi rst appears as forgetfulness. But not all forgetfulness indicates dementia. Some 

people are absent minded all their lives. Forgetting where you’ve put your car keys is not the same as 

forgetting what the keys are for when you’re holding them in your hand. 

The early symptoms of dementia can be: 

 •  Increasing memory loss for day-to-day activities, such as forgetting peoples’ names,    

  places or objects

 • Depression

 • Losing abstract reasoning, such as understanding the signifi cance of events or the    

  ability to understand a principle

 • Language problems, such as having trouble fi nding the name of familiar objects, sometimes   

  fi nding other ways of saying things 

 • Sense of disorientation, sometimes in familiar surroundings

 • Not being able to recall something – and forgetting simple words, sometimes replacing   

  them with less appropriate words

 • Losing the way on familiar routes

 • Loss of confi dence

 • Misplacing items

Putting 
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together
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Focus on …
Droylsden

by Graham Edwards

1662 is a date that
Evangelicals remember.
Why do we remember it?

That day is called St
Bartholomew’s Day in memory
of a massacre of many sectors of
French Calvinism. But, more
particularly, we remember it
because ninety years later the
Great Ejectment took place of
many godly men from the church
because they would not
subscribe to the Prayer Book. 

1969 is the year that Droylsden Independent Church was founded. Why
do we remember it? Well, it is not only because it was our birthday as a
church, but it also reminds us of what and who we are. The people who
founded Droylsden were members of a local Congregational Church, who,
when that church decided to become part of the United Reformed Church,
found they could not subscribe to the URC statement of faith that
questioned the inerrancy of Scripture. The only path left open to us was to
resign our membership.

For some time the 15 members who left met in homes where three of the
members preached and led Sunday services. It was then decided that we
should covenant together as a continuing Congregational Church with Mr
E.B. Greenald BD leading the church as part-time pastor.

After some weeks of looking for a small building to hold our services, we
were contacted by a local Temperance Society who invited us to take over
their building. This was far beyond our expectations and confirmed to us
that we were right to covenant together as a church. After four years we
were able to call Rev. E. B. Greenald as full-time pastor in the church. Mr
Greenald stayed with us until 1975. Rev. Bryan Jones served the church
from 1978–1981 and Rev. Gwynne Evans from 1984–1999.

In keeping with our Reformed heritage, we have endeavored to love and
defend the truth of God’s sovereign grace. At the same time, we know that
our duty is to love God and our neighbour, and we seek guidance from
his Word on how to do that in every area of life.
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Our desire is that God would use us to give lost people the peace that is
only found by repentance from sin and trust in the finished work of Jesus
Christ on the cross, and that they might experience the abundant life that
God gives to all those who believe in him

For many years members of the church have faithfully held a Bible Club
on Thursday nights. Our Bible lesson aims to teach God’s Word to
children who don’t have a church background. There are times when this
can be quite trying because of their lack of concentration.

Currently young people connected to the church meet once a term and
are invited to special events at Bible Club. In Sunday School, children take
part in Bible reading, and stories develop their knowledge and
understanding of God. 

The Lord does not shine upon us, except we take his Word as our light.
John Calvin

The necessity of opposition in
the pastoral ministry 

(2 Tim. 4:1–22)
by Peter Robinson

The story of the Trojan Horse
tells how Greece finally
prevailed against the City of

Troy after ten years when, in one
night, two dozen Greek soldiers,
hidden inside a wooden horse left
by the Greek army, were hauled
into the city unwittingly by the
Trojans and overcame the night
guard, before opening the gates to
the main army which had returned.
The earlier siege did not conquer the city. Troy fell from within. 

The Christian church has survived for over 2000 years despite continual
attacks from the world. Yet not all the church’s troubles have come from
beyond her walls. The devil has often resorted to undermining her
defences from within, through heresies, schisms and other cunning arts,
aiming to render her ineffective or cause her to implode.

One form of internal attack is the opposition pastors experience
from those within the church.
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Opposition necessary to the pastoral ministry can be seen in
1. Biblical history, exemplified by Moses and the apostle Paul;
2. Church history, exemplified by Jonathan Edwards and C.H. Spurgeon.
The Scriptures show such opposition is necessary, by God’s grace, to

make any pastor’s ministry effective and beneficial. But how should
pastors handle opposition in such a way that glorifies Christ and protects
them from lasting harm?

Moses, during the 40-years journey to the Promised Land, was faced
with opposition from the people as a whole (Nu. 14:2–4); a group of over
250 (Nu. 16:1–3); and members of his own family, (Nu. 12:1–2). Not only
the unsaved within the congregation will oppose the pastor, but those who
are true believers, and even those in leadership.

Paul, in addition to his apostolic ministry, was also pastor to several
churches for significant periods (e.g. Ephesus, Acts 20:31). He was
opposed by both Gentiles and Jews, but his letters show the difficulties he
faced from the churches themselves. He was criticised for his appearance
and for his preaching (2 Cor. 10:10). Even when in prison, Christians
preached against him to stir up greater trouble for him (Phil. 1:15–17).
Demas, once a close companion, deserted him (Col. 4:14, 2 Tim. 4:10)
and Alexander, the metal worker, did him
great harm. (2 Tim. 4:14–15).

Jonathan Edwards ministered in
Northampton, Massachusetts, for 24
years, during which there was spiritual
renewal culminating in six months of
intense revival in 1733/34, when nearly
three hundred were admitted to the
church. Revival returned in 1741.

But this blessing was forgotten when
Edwards opposed unsaved children of
believing parents taking communion. He
wrote a treatise supporting his position
from Scripture. However, an ecclesiastical
council met and voted against Edwards,
who was dismissed from his pastorate in
1751. He died less than 8 years later,
having become President at Princeton, but
in his final years he wrote many of his most important and influential books.

C.H. Spurgeon enjoyed probably the greatest ministry of the Victorian
era both in numbers of conversions and influence, yet he knew the
severest opposition.

People said “all manner of evil against [him] falsely, for [Jesus’] sake”;
he was lampooned in the secular press and even Christian periodicals
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were scathing and critical of his preaching
and his person. 

Some Baptist “hyper-Calvinists” called
into question his ministry and even his
own conversion in articles and letters in the
The Earthen Vessel. But in the 1850s the
prevalent doctrine was Arminian, and, as
Spurgeon was a gospel-preaching Calvinist
when he arrived in London, he was
regarded with disfavour by both extremes.

Later he was involved in the Down-
Grade controversy, writing in 1884, “In
theology I stand where I did when I began
preaching, and I stand almost alone …
Even those who occupy Baptist pulpits do
not preach exactly the same truths that I preach. I am aware that my
preaching repels many: that I cannot help.”

The truth of the Gospel should be a comfort to Pastors, even though it
may be an offence to some who hear it. The difficulties they face are not
unique to individuals or caused solely by individual unworthiness to serve,
but are common to all called to preach the Gospel.

Why is opposition necessary?
• The Sovereign God orders all things after the counsel of his will (Eph.1:11); 
• God works in all things for the good of those who love him (Rom. 8:28); 
• All our days are written in his book before one of them came to be

(Ps.139:16). 
Therefore, all opposition that is encountered by pastors of Christ’s

church has a purpose which God has determined for their good, and
above all for his greater glory.

God sends opposition against his servants:
1. To humble us. Moses is described as the humblest man who ever

lived (Nu. 12:3). Why? He met with the Lord God face to face, but also
he suffered at the hands of the congregation that he led?

Why are we offended when others oppose us: because the name of the
Lord has been harmed; the Holy Spirit quenched; or because our pride
has been hurt or ego harmed? Surely we need Christ’s humility as part of
our sanctification (Mt. 11:29). Paul was a man greatly blessed and used by
God, yet he acknowledged his need for God’s humbling (2 Cor. 12:7).

2. To drive us to Christ. The first thing Moses did whenever he was
opposed was to fall on his face in prayer to God (Nu. 20:6). Is this our
natural response, or do we respond with anger, even rebuke, or insult?
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When Paul felt the thorn in his flesh, he turned to the Lord in prayer on
three occasions and received that gracious word which has been so helpful
to God’s people over the ages (2 Cor. 12:8–9). He recognised that in his
many troubles his strength came from Christ alone (Phil. 4:13).

3. To deliver us from man worship (Gal 1:10). A constant
temptation for pastors is the desire to please people. When pastors are
opposed or rejected by men they soon learn they cannot always please.
But at times when people seem pleased, pastors slip into liking it too much.
So the Lord may send opposition to get them back into putting his will
above all others.

4. To correct us (Gal. 2:11). Can any of us be certain we have no
faults or occasions when we get things wrong? For pastors, when our own
will and sinful nature creeps in to our preaching, our pastoring and our
leading? Do pastors not need the gentle rebuke of God’s people at times
to show them their fault?

5. To assure pastors of their true calling: “Woe to you if ALL men
speak well of you for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets”
(Luke 6:26).

All people naturally like to be well thought of, and when pastors are
opposed they may think themselves not fit for the ministry, and that they
are charlatans and inadequate for such service. But Jesus’ words should
give us comfort, though we are indeed poor servants of such a great
Master, yet he calls pastors and sustains and equips them.

6. To bring even greater glory to Christ (2 Cor. 4:7–15), as he works
through weak vessels like ourselves.

7. To make us long for heaven (2 Cor. 4:16–18), lest we take too
much comfort in the present world.

How must we respond to these times of opposition?
1. Not all who oppose us are unsaved! (Acts 15:39)
2. Treat with kindness (2 Tim. 2:25) 
3. Seek reconciliation when possible (Matt. 18:15)
4. Pray for opposers (Matt. 5:43–45)
5. Above all forgive them (Matt. 18:21–22)
Peter Miller, a Baptist pastor, and friend of George Washington, lived in

Ephrata, Pennsylvania, where Michael Wittman, an evil-minded man did
all he could to oppose and humiliate the pastor. When Wittman was
sentenced to death for treason, Miller walked seventy miles to Philadelphia
to plead for Wittman’s life. Washington would not pardon someone he
thought was Miller’s friend, but when he discovered he had asked pardon
for his enemy, Washington granted the pardon.

Miller took Wittman back home to Ephrata—no longer an enemy but a
friend.
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Further afield: Macedonia
by Margaret Plant

Mike and I flew out to Skopje, the capital city of Macedonia, on
Tuesday 2nd October 2012. Mike had a very full schedule ahead
of him. It was good to be able to travel with him and meet some

of the folk again who were over here for the WECF conference in UK back
in 2007. We had the benefit of meeting some of the Macedonian pastors
following the Mid term conference in Bulgaria in 2009 when Mike and I
together with others who were there went into Macedonia to visit the
churches over the weekend following the conference.

This time we came through a desire on Mike’s part to be involved with
teaching and encouraging the believers there — the time spent among
them proved helpful to the churches and believers but also for ourselves
as we came away realising that whatever country you are in there are
struggles and difficulties to overcome but we have a great God who is in
control of all of the circumstances of our lives. We shared with the families
and the churches some of their burdens and joys and how the young
churches who are reaching out in the area around Skopje face some of the
challenges of the future. 

On Wednesday afternoon we were collected and taken to Shutka
which has the largest static Gypsy population in Europe: 45,000
inhabitants with 80% unemployment. Unemployment has spiralled with
the break up of Yugoslavia and the recession although throughout
Skopje there are new building works going on. A number of the folk in
Shutka make their living from taxi driving or collecting plastic for
recycling. Unemployment pay is 15 Euros a month. They have yet to
utilise the land bought for them by 4Cs (USA) but have bought the
building here and aim to convert it internally by knocking down the one
wall to make two rooms
into one big room capable
of containing 100+. We
were treated to a meal of
Macedonian Pie and
drinking yogurt and then
had a tour of the area. You
have a tremendous contrast
between stark poverty,
people living in what are
effectively lean-tos with little
or no furniture, and rather
grand houses next door.
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Pastor Ramon assured us
that the newer and more
expensive properties all
belonged to people who
worked abroad in places
like Italy and Germany and
have sent money back to
build these homes. 

The service in the evening
in the church had about
40–50 present. Mike
preached on 1 John 2:1f on
our attitude to sin and
forgiveness. There were lots
of children in the evening meeting and the singing was very lusty and in
their own gypsy style with no words or music visible and with a definite
Eastern feel to it — I wish we could have recorded it for you to hear! The
church is witnessing to Muslims in the community and there are more
converts here than anywhere else. 

Thursday and Friday evenings in the Central Church in Skopje Mike led
2 hour Seminars on Christian Maturity and on Saturday all day (6 hours)
was asked to speak on the subject of Prayer and The Importance of the
Unity of Believers — we studied our way through 2 Peter 1:1–11. It took
Mike a while to get keyed into the Macedonian way of doing things but it
worked very well once we got into it with the opportunity for them to ask
questions at various times in each session. Of course all the preaching and
teaching is done via an interpreter (4 different ones over the weekend).
This takes getting used to of course but when the translator really gets
involved in what is being said it really flows as one. Attendance was just
over 20 but this included a member of the Cabinet office, Gordica and
her colleague who is the
President’s speechwriter. We
were able to have good
times of fellowship over
meals in some of the local
restaurants, a real chance to
get to know some of the folk
in the Central church 

Sunday: Central Church
Skopje — 50+ in the
morning and at a Mission
Station at St Nicolai (50km
away down some pretty
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bad country roads but
lovely scenery). Around 20
were there — we had a
lovely time and the folk
were very hospitable.
Macedonian pie was on the
menu again. The work there
is in need of funds, it is
supported by people
coming over from Dracevo
— the church meets
downstairs in a house and
the two upstairs rooms
house whoever travels over
to help with the services and visit in the area. We were able to meet the
family in their home where the services first began before they moved to
the new premises.

On Monday Juliana took us for a meal and trip around Skopje, a city
under redevelopment with enormous statues around the square and with
the Millennium Cross high up on a hill overlooking Skopje, a reminder
that God is with his people
everywhere. How frustrating
the language barrier is when
you have to speak through
interpreters to hold normal
conversations with
individuals. We were
thankful for those who could
speak to us in English and
we had many frank and
open conversations with folk
who needed time. We pray
that the links with the
churches will be maintained
and strengthened. The
church at Dracevo wants to
partner with a church in UK
— anyone want to take up
the invitation? Mike would
like to travel back again on a
regular basis and continue
to build on what was begun. 
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Pre-evangelism in Pontefract
by Robert Neilson

For those in the Fellowship who know of the Pontefract
Congregational Church and how it has grown, by God’s grace, over
the last forty and more years, from a state of near closure to a

substantial church of active Christian believers, the title of this article may
seem a strange one. What is the need for pre-evangelism, when the church
has clearly been evangelising its community over this period?

“The need for pre-evangelism” and “Pre-evangelism: making
connections” are working titles for two articles that I hope may be
published in Concern in future issues. This article is a foretaste, to share,
before the subject matter goes stale, something of two pre-evangelistic
activities in Pontefract during 2012. The context for and purpose of them
will become clear in the later articles.

The Annual Liquorice Festival
Pontefract was, for many hundreds of years, a centre of liquorice

growing and, in the last few hundred, the manufacture of liquorice
confectionary — liquorice “all sorts” and “Pontefract cakes”. See
www.wakefield.gov.uk/CultureAndLeisure/PFL/default.htm.

The festival takes place on the second Sunday in
July and 2012 was the seventeenth such festival.
The church ignored it until 2011 when it organised
some involvement at the last minute. In 2012 we
were more thoughtful and planned earlier what we
might do. Services continued as normal, but some
members were set aside throughout the day,
including during the morning service time, to be a
witness for the Church at a stall we had rented in the
Market Place. This was the reverse of the money
changers in the temple, because the majority of the
stall holders were treating the Festival primarily as a
money-making opportunity. Members were there in ones and twos, as a
witness, giving free evangelistic literature, talking to people (but not open-
air preaching), providing quizzes for children, and in 2012 for the first time,
inviting people to visit Ebenezer Chapel during the afternoon, to look
around and to find out more about the Church.

In the afternoon the chapel was populated by a good number of
members of the church to make it seem busy and welcoming. A “bribe”
for them and visitors was the offer of free refreshments. And visitors were
able to look at historical records of baptisms and Sunday School registers,
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which was an attraction for some people who thought that older relatives
had had some past connection with the Church.

The evening “service” was also designed to attract some who might
want to extend the day, as the main events of the Festival by then had
ended. It was one of the less formal gospel events, now held monthly, that
replaces the traditional form of Sunday evening service and is held in the
Church Hall rather than Ebenezer Chapel.

Both the afternoon and evening events were designed to be stepping
stones and, in that, had some success.

Historical lecture to commemorate the
Great Ejection of 1662

A former minister of St Giles, Pontefract is regarded as one of around
2,000 ministers and lecturers who were ejected from their livings on St
Bartholomew’s Day in 1662 following the implementation of the Act of
Uniformity. As the day falls in August — not a good time for
anniversaries!  — the church has its anniversary weekend at a convenient
time in September. In 2012 we decided to celebrate the 350th
anniversary with a weekend of evangelistic services and events (a very
much reduced Autumn Mission), preceded on the Thursday by a
historical lecture.

We had hoped to have two speakers, one of national eminence to set
the national scene for a local audience and a local speaker to talk about
the local impact and how the church had begun and prospered (or not, at
times) over the ensuing years. In the event, neither of two national
speakers we had in mind could be available, so I gave an extended talk to
cover both national and local scenes, with welcome help from written
material previously produced by both of the unavailable speakers.

My researches locally were enlightening. The first minister left the living
of St Giles in 1661, rather than being ejected on St Bartholomew’s Day
1662! Also he was described in subsequent public records as a
Presbyterian rather than a Congregationalist. He probably was one of
many ministers who came into office after Parliament had abolished
bishops in 1650. He was, therefore, not ordained by a bishop, but
appointed by the “Triers” established by Cromwell. He might have
survived the 1660 Act for the Confirming and Restoring of Ministers, but
a man of tender conscience would not have survived the Corporation Act
of 1661, which required the swearing of new Oaths of Allegiance and
Supremacy and the renunciation of the Solemn League and Covenant.
He found Alderman Leonard Warde of “The Court”, Tanshelf (a district of
Pontefract), as a patron. Leonard Warde, also a Presbyterian, was a former
Mayor of Pontefract (1651) and was removed as an Alderman of the
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borough by the commissioners of corporations in 1662 for non-
compliance with the Corporation Act 1661.

The outcome was the founding of a group meeting as a house church in
Warde’s home (for a number of years as an illegal conventicle), which
eventually changed from presbyterianism to independency sometime after
the Toleration Act of 1689.

The church almost foundered in the mid to late 1700s when it had the
misfortune to acquire a Unitarian minister, but his death allowed some
evangelicals in the town who had left the church to come back and re-
establish it under a new trust deed having a very specific Trinitarian
statement of faith. A gift of land allowed the church to re-locate from
Tanshelf to its present central location. One of the benefactors was Richard
Dunhill, who was a liquorice manufacturer, and the Dunhill business is one
of the two surviving liquorice firms in the town, but is now known as
Trebor Bassett. 

“Bertie Bassett”, a figure created from liquorice
allsorts, will be known to many. Liquorice allsorts were
handed out from the church’s stall at the Liquorice
Festival and the connection between the Dunhills and
the Church featured in a history pamphlet given to those
who visited the Church during the Liquorice Festival.

These two activities are representative of a wider
programme of pre-evangelism intended to make
connections between the church and the wider
community with the aim of encouraging people to hear
the gospel in more traditional situations.

THE CONGREGATIONAL FUND BOARD
(Founded 1695, Registered Charity)

makes grants to help
Ministers facing sudden and exceptional expenditure.

Students for ministry (including non-stipendiary) in financial difficulties.

The Board also makes gifts to aged or infirm ministers, usually upon
the recommendation of the Fellowship.

Gifts and bequests welcomed

Details from the Clerk:
Rev. G.T. Holborn, 4 Applegarth Mews, Cottingham, HU16 5SS

Tel. 01482 849647; email revtrev2@revtrev.karoo.co.uk
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Pause for thought
by Steve Wright (Morley)

Life just seems to get busier nowadays. What with so many boxes to tick,
I sometimes find myself barely stopping to catch my breath. That is
why I like the idea of this section in our magazine: “Pause for thought”. 

Take a few minutes to reflect on what the Lord has done for us and his
kingdom’s work here among us. We forget so easily, don’t we? While out
hiking it’s so good to stop on a high ridge and look back at where you have
come from. Just look at the distance covered and obstacles overcome.
There is a strong precedent for this in the Scriptures. In so many of the
Psalms, we find the psalmist taking stock of how the Lord has been faithful
to his people. Psalm 103 is a great psalm for general reflection. David
focuses on all of God’s benefits in v2. It reminds me of the “ spiritual
blessings” that Paul lays out in Ephesians 1. In another psalm (Psalm 31)
it is worthwhile underlining every “you”, “yours”; or “the Lord”. The
minute David focuses on himself, the “I”s, “me”s and “my”s (vv 10–13)
he enters a valley of depression. He quickly refocuses on the Lord.

Pause for Prayer. In a recent study in the letter to the Ephesians, I was so
impressed by the prayers of the apostle Paul for the faithful in Christ. In 1:16
he says that he is continuously in prayer for them. Oh how I pray that we as
Christ’s ambassadors and servants here would be this faithful. Paul’s pause for
thought, reflection and remembrance of God’s work in their lives has caused
him to break out in thanksgiving. Paul prays that they may be enlightened and
understand all that God has done for them and take possession of these
spiritual blessings that have been so lavishly poured out on them.

As we pause for reflection on God’s power as demonstrated in salvation’s
history and in our own experience, we do need to pray with confidence and
expectancy. Sometimes our inhibitions or lack of belief cause us to lose
much of the expectancy that should accompany our prayers. I am reminded
that the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (James 5:16f.)
In this day and age of apologetic, politically correct religion, have we become
too embarrassed to boldly place our reputation and God’s reputation on the
line? Elijah certainly wasn’t afraid to do that (1 Kings 18).

While the brethren at prayer in Acts 12 prayed for Peter’s deliverance, the
gathered believers refused to believe that their prayers had been answered.

Let us pause for a moment right now to remember all of God’s faithful
dealings with his people. Let us bring joyful thanksgiving and praise for
their faith. Let’s continue to pray for their growth with confidence and
expectancy. Read Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3:16–20: 

“He is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us”.
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Book shelf
The Great
Ejectment of 1662 
—Its Antecedents, Aftermath
and Ecumenical Significance 

ed. Alan P F Sell, Wipf &
Stock, 296pp, £22

A review by Mike Plant

Earlier this year Margaret and I had a
very enjoyable weekend in London
and attended the day of lectures on

June 9th at the Dr Williams’s Library which
launched this book. Yes the title does say
“Ejectment” rather than “Ejection” and as
my computer shows it as a spelling mistake,
it is clearly an archaic word but one that was
used historically. I hadn’t come across it till
this year however.

There are two parts to the book with three
historical essays and an essay by Dr Sell on
“The Doctrinal and Ecumenical Significance
of the Great Ejectment”. John Gwynfor
Jones writes on “The Growth of Puritanism
— 1559–1662”. For those of us, like me,
who have benefited from reading the
Puritans it is helpful to be reminded of the
background to their writings — none of us
lives and works in a vacuum and I
recommend this essay wholeheartedly. 

David Appleby writes on “From Ejectment
to Toleration in England, 1662–1689” — it
was interesting to learn that his doctorate
involved a study of the sermons preached by
Puritan preachers to state their convictions
and strengthen their followers as they faced
ejection. He points out rightly the stringent
and intolerant stipulations placed on
ministers if they were to conform — some,

perhaps many, of those ejected would
undoubtedly have conformed had more
leeway been given for those with tender
consciences. Bearing in mind that this was in
the aftermath of the English Civil War, they
had to affirm that it was illegal to take up
arms against the crown in any
circumstances, to disavow the Solemn
League and Covenant and either to prove or
submit to ordination by a bishop. The
regulations were of course dealt with
differently, and with differing degrees of
efficiency, in different places. Some ministers
were illegally forced out before the due date
but at least one, Ralph Josselin, delivered his
farewell sermon and prepared to leave, but
as no-one came to eject him continued in
place until his death in 1683 —
governmental inefficiency didn’t originate in
the 21st Century! Degrees of suffering varied
greatly with some Puritans being protected
by the Puritan gentry and in turn able to help
others. In easygoing days it is inspiring to
read of those who suffered for principles that
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we take for granted and which cost us little or
nothing to hold. 

Eryn M White writes on “From Ejectment
to Toleration in Wales, 1662–1689”. This
was the area of topic I knew least about and
the special treatment was justified by the
special conditions in Wales. Her main point
was that Puritanism had made little impact in
Wales beyond the border areas where the
progress of Puritanism, indeed we would say
of the gospel, was made possible by being
able to use the English language. In Welsh
speaking areas this was not possible and so
largely these simply welcomed the
Restoration and were unconcerned by the
Ejectment. In Wales the period was one of
suffering and growth with a particularly
significant development of Welsh  language
literature for the purposes of evangelism and
instruction. Interestingly Swansea seems to
have been a particularly strong Puritan
centre during this period.

Dr Sell’s own contribution is very different
in character and style, being theological
reflection on the history the others recount for
us. He has worked for the World Council of
Churches and is immensely knowledgeable
about this period. I want both to dissent from
his conclusions and to affirm the value of his
contribution and the resources it makes
available to us. Firstly we will look at some of
the helpful points he makes. He points out
that whereas there is increasing scholarly
interest in this period, often without religious
motivation or conviction, there is little
denominational “folk memory” of it. To lose
this sense of identity is tragic and the same of
course applies to our own failure to have a
strong identity coming out of the formation of
the United Reformed Church in 1972, which
also has an aftermath. Dr Sell surveys
centenaries of the past to indicate that there is
a sea change in our attitudes.  He also points
out that changing theological perspectives
mean that modern Congregationalists do not

hold the convictions of those ejected in 1662.
Although this is true, there are significant
variations of belief between conservative
evangelicals, who hold to an inerrant and
authoritative Scripture and thus can identify
more strongly with those ejected, and those
who do not regard Scripture as our only rule
of faith and practice. Where I am in difficulty
with his conclusions relates to his views on the
form of the church. He quotes with approval
the conclusion of the Anglican-Reformed
International Commission that “All attempts
to read off one divinely authorised form of
ministry from the New Testament are futile”.
The fallacy of this current consensus is
obvious. Can you find a detailed format for
how to run a New Testament Church in the
New Testament? In some respects the answer
must be “no” but that doesn’t mean that we
can’t see that papal supremacy and
Anglicanism’s threefold ministry are simply
not there at all. Congregationalism in a
rudimentary way, which must be worked out
differently in different places, times and
cultures, certainly does seem to be there.

My most serious problem however relates
to his most serious point and what he feels to
be the particular contribution of his paper.
This is that: “from the Separatist-ejected
heritage we may distil the truth that by the
Holy Spirit people may be both regenerated
and visibly gathered into the one church …
the Holy Spirit does not regenerate and
leave the saints in freewheeling isolation.”
He defends that this sounds Calvinistic but
almost when I feel most at sympathy with
him will then mar what he has said by
sideswipes at groupings like EFCC: “In the
last one hundred and fifty years some
Reformed ‘Galatians’ have marched under
the banner of biblical inerrancy with
disturbing results. Happily only the fringes of
mainstream English and Welsh Dissent have
been nibbled by this doctrine, but here and
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From the Guest House
Happy New Year

Did you get anything new for Christmas?
Something to wear, something to use,
something to play with? I guess it certainly gave

you a happy feeling — a happy start for the new year.
The word “happy” of course could sum up our

Christian experience, could it not? It is not old, it is
new. Think how the Old Testament comes to a close.

Is not the last word “curse”? But the Christian New Testament turns that
into a wonderful blessing. Did we not hear this Christmas the precious
announcement from the angel to the shepherds? “Do not be afraid. Today
a Saviour has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord.”

Now all sorts of people may have wished you “Happy New Year”. But
is there anything they could do about it? And would it last anyway? God’s
Word of blessing is so different. It gives a hope that will not be dashed, a
promise that will not be broken, an eternal life in heaven that is certain.
And all because of the birth of our precious Jesus and what he did for us
on the cross of Calvary.

So — HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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there it has fuelled the sectarian spirit.” This
is not to indicate that I believe that new
believers can or should be required to sign
up to a detailed doctrinal confession in
joining the church. I strongly repudiate this
and have regularly come under fire from
other evangelicals for my stance. It is to say
in the language of the foreword to the Savoy
Declaration that we declare together where
we stand so we may sail together. Dr Sell’s
own convictions clearly lead him to the
conclusion that Unitarians, or others who
deny Christ’s deity, should be admitted to
church membership and his argument is that
no-one can say that Jesus is Lord without the
prevenient work of the Holy Spirit. Of course
the reality is that the form of words may be
used without the content Scripture, as
breathed-out by the Holy Spirit, gives to
them and it is here my problems with his

position are at their strongest. The Holy Spirit
being the Spirit of truth does not simply
produce a community which may label itself
as Christian but one which is (1 Timothy
3:15), “the household of God, the church of
the living God, a PILLAR and BUTTRESS of
the truth.”

I am indebted to Dr Sell for some
wonderful quotations and doubtless I shall
use some in my own future writings. While
I am impressed and helped by much of
what he says I do end up dissenting from
some of his conclusions and I think these
are not peripheral to his thinking. The book
as a whole is well worth reading and Dr
Sell’s contribution is worthy of
consideration and response from those
theologically and biblically equipped for the
battle.
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Telling Another Generation                                                      £0.50
This book contains a symposium of papers originally written to mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of EFCC, and as a tribute to Stan Guest,
who has been closely involved in the work of EFCC ever since its
formation, and retired as secretary of the Fellowship in 1989.

Serving as a Deacon by John Legg                                                          £1.95
Now reprinted in a revised edition. “Diaconates might find it useful to
supply each member with a copy of this work” —Evangelicals Now.

Evangelical & Congregational                                                 £5.00
A brief survey of Congregational history, church order, confessions
of faith, the ministry, worship and sacraments. Includes Savoy
Declaration of Faith.

Children of the Covenant by John Legg                                                  £0.50
The biblical basis for infant baptism.

Signs and Seals of the Covenant by CG Kirkby                                      £3.50
A biblical review of the doctrine of Christian baptism.

EFCC also has available these books about 
Congregational history and church government

Wandering Pilgrims by ES Guest                                           £5.00
Subtitled “Whatever Happened to the Congregational Churches?”

Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale                               £13.00
The definitive work of Congregational church government.

Christian Fellowship or the Church Member’s Guide 
by John Angell James                                                            £3.75
A practical manual for church members to learn their duties and
responsibilities.

All these items are available from the Office Manager. Prices are exclusive of postage and packing.
Online purchases available at www.efcc.org.uk

EFCC publications

Know that the LORD is God: 

he has made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are his people, 

and the sheep of his pasture.

Psalm 100:3
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