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A

s the various items, some solicited and others
gleaned from church newsletters and other
sources, came in for this issue of Concern it
was interesting to see that two of our EFCC “elder
brethren” were both led independently to quote Ps.
92:14, “They will bear fruit in old age.” What an
encouragement to see the truth of this in many of
those who have “borne the heat and burden of the
day” in faithful ministry over many years. And
what a challenge to all of us, young and old alike,
to be like the Apostle, “forgetting those things
which are behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, [pressing] toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 3:13f).
I hope that you will find these pages interesting,
stimulating, and leading you to pray for the work of
the Gospel throughout the world. I am pleased to
let you know that Robert Neilson of Pontefract has
agreed to “come aboard” with a view to taking
over from me as Editor of Concern in the course of
2013.

Peter Beale

Round about
Alderholt addition

The church at Alderholt in Dorset has invited Jon Paterson to become
pastor for outreach and evangelism, and he was due to begin work in
September. Jon is from Bere Regis, married to Marianne, and they have
four children.

Pastoral moves

Recent months have seen the departure from their pastorates in our
churches of a number of faithful ministers.
Eric Aldritt, pastor of Lake Road Chapel, Keswick, since 1999, has
retired. His ministry there has been much appreciated, both by the
members of the local church and the many visitors who find their way to
Keswick throughout the year as well as for the famous Convention.
Spencer Cunnah has been pastor of Wycliffe Independent Church,
Sheffield since 2001, and it was during his time there that the church
became affiliated to EFCC. He was called in June to the pastorate of
Kensit Memorial Church, Finchley, in north London (adjacent to London
Theological Seminary).
Neil Stewart, pastor since 2002 of Latimer Memorial Congregational
Church, Beverley, has been called across the Atlantic to Canada, where
he will be ministering at Grace Covenant Church, Sheffield, Ontario.
Formerly at Marden in Kent, Neil has been a long-standing member of the
EFCC Committee.
All these brethren will be greatly missed, and we wish them and their
wives God’s blessing on their new spheres of service, and pray for the
Lord’s clear guidance for the churches as they seek new pastors.

Change at Highbury Quadrant

Rev. Robert Stivey has retired from the pastorate at Highbury Quadrant
Congregational Church in North London, and has moved to Mountain Ash in
Mid-Glamorgan, where he is “looking after” two small chapels.
The church has called to succeed Robert as pastor Rev. Ian Jones, who
took up his ministry there at the beginning of October. Mr Jones was
previously pastor of the Congregational Church at Driffield, East Yorkshire.

High Street witness

The church at Stony Stratford on the edge of Milton Keynes has started
a new venture on Saturday mornings, having a poster stand on the High
Street with a cryptic question on it and free literature to take away. It is
hoped that this will open doors for the Gospel.
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From the
Gen. Sec.
A Time to Reflect
Dear Friends,
n God’s providence he sometimes leads us to times when it is natural
to reflect on what we are doing with our lives. We realize increasingly
that they are short and that the time in which we may serve the Lord
on earth is diminishing. Margaret was 60 in September and someone
wrote that their prayer for her was based on Psalm 90:16f, “Let your work
be shown to your servants, and your glorious power to your children. Let
the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our
hands upon us, yes establish the work of our hands.” It is certainly a prayer
that I have prayed regularly over our years of ministry. In this letter I want
to reflect on the period that has gone by since EFCC came into existence
and also to think about our future. In God’s providence it is now forty
years since the events that brought EFCC into being with the United
Reformed Church Act being passed in 1972, although we had already
“jumped ship” and come into existence in 1967.

I

Forty years on

Reflecting recently on the past forty years since the United Reformed
Church was brought into being, and as a consequence so were the
Congregational Federation and the Evangelical Fellowship of
Congregational Churches, it seemed to me that 1972 was a genuine
watershed. Churches that were linked at that stage separated, I believe in
our case for good gospel reasons, and found themselves in different
worlds. The world we found ourselves in was the world of independent
evangelicalism and this has very much shaped us in a way that churches
which were drawn into the Congregational Federation were not shaped.
Most churches in EFCC think of themselves as first and foremost “gospel”
churches and their “Congregationalism” is a muted note in comparison. I
do not want to mute the gospel note — indeed in revising EFCC’s
statement of faith our aim was to clarify our evangelicalism and make our
stand for the gospel in the light of current attacks on it. What I reflect on is
whether we are actually sufficiently robust about our Congregationalism?

2
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The Congregational Way

In recent conversations with leaders in the Congregational Federation
what I found myself envying was their commitment to the Congregational
Way. Admittedly I didn’t entirely agree with them about what the
Congregational Way actually is — so it is a muted envy! However they
have their own training course with about 50 people on it each year and
have a sense of identity which I think EFCC may have had in its earlier
days but very soon lost. One of our problems with the training available to
us is that it does not have a Congregational identity and hence sometimes
people end up in Congregational churches but have no idea how they are
to be led and may be very dismissive of what has gone on in the past.
Sometimes, by no means always, this ends up disastrously for church and
pastor. This is sad because it gives us a legacy of hurting and damaged
churches and pastors and no-one benefits.

Distinctives under fire

We are at a stage in church history where a number of our distinctives
are under fire, and not to think about this means churches are likely to be
shaped not by Biblical conviction but by the latest fad in church
leadership. Short term that may be fine but in the long term it will be
damaging. One aspect of Congregationalism is the high view that is held
of the individual believer and his church membership and its duties and
privileges. Many people are impatient with this today for a variety of
reasons and I have sympathies, for some of the impatience comes from
bad experiences of members abusing their position. Congregationalism
rightly and biblically understood does not encourage rudeness and a spirit
that is arrogant in the face of proper spiritual authority. That these things
have happened and been justified in the name of Congregationalism is
undeniable but the justification is false.

The next forty years?

What would I like to see for EFCC in the next forty years? We need to
strengthen some things we do have and then to work hard at things which
are a real weakness:
• Warmth of fellowship needs to be built on — it is a strength but we
need to be reaching out and drawing in those on the periphery of EFCC.
We need also to be a welcoming fellowship that will draw new churches
in.
• Encouraging small churches is something we can do well but we
need to be helping small churches to reach out into their communities.
Many years without converts or new members drains churches of real
hope for the future.
• We need to build a strong identity which is based upon a
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commitment to the Congregational Way which is based on Biblical
conviction not expediency. Most of our churches are mixed in their views
on baptism and this should reflect not what we are doing till we become
of one conviction and don’t have to bother, but something that is part of
our heartbeat.
• We need leadership in our churches which is theologically and
biblically strong but which is also active in promoting evangelism and
discipleship. Currently too many small churches are declining and not
becoming nearly viable churches, nearly viable churches don’t make the
step of becoming viable, and viable churches don’t grow to become
medium size churches etc., etc., etc
My problem is not what I want to do but how to get there. More of this
in the future.
Yours in the Lord,

Mike Plant

Focus on …
Henfield, West Sussex
by David & Barbara Sayers

I

n 1676 a census showed there were 395 conformists, no Papists and 5
non-conformists in the village of “Hendfield”. During the following
years the non-conformists met in homes and then in 1832 the Union
Church in Brighton helped in the formation of a Congregational Church
in Henfield. It is recorded that the members of Union Church “were
satisfied and had pleasure to recognise this people as Congregationalists
or Independents.”
The first pastor, Mr George Hall, was ordained and appointed on 25th
July 1832. Mr Hall lost his wife Elizabeth after two years but continued
until 1871. Music in those early days was led by a violin and concertina,
played from the church gallery. At the end of the 19th Century the Chapel
House on the front of the Church was in a dilapidated way, and in every
respect the church was in a very low state financially. In 1904 Chapel
House was demolished and a new front of the Church built to face the
High Street, all for the cost of £620.
In 1932, the Church’s Centenary year, the Church was renovated and the
mortgage cleared on the new manse which had been purchased in 1921.
Things continued on an even keel until 1946 when the local Mission Hall
united with the Free Church to make a greater impact on the village. The

4
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Mission Hall came with a
Women’s Meeting and large
Sunday School, nearly 100
children, together with various
weeknight activities. In 1954, Billy
Graham’s Harringay Campaign
did much to stimulate evangelistic
efforts. There were tent
campaigns and regular children’s
missions, etc.
In 1966 the Church decided
not to join the Congregational
Church of England & Wales but
become part of the FIEC with
affiliation with the EFCC.
During an interregnum period
the Church was refurbished and
chairs replaced pews. God blessed the church under Pastor Edwards’
ministry and the church was able to build a new Hall and complex,
including a baptistry. The total cost of £165,000 was not only met by
prayer and generous giving but 10% was given to build a new Church in
Zambia.
Our present Pastor is Rob Harris who came to Henfield from inner city
London, a very different situation. He is a faithful preacher of the Word
and in seeking to win people for Christ. Pastor Rob says, “The Free
Church in Henfield, which has recently celebrated its 180th Anniversary,
is an older, more traditional congregation and is also a busy church. The
doors are open six days a week for the church and community with two
Sunday services and a Junior Church; the front of the church is open for
refreshments and the sale of Christian greetings cards three days a week;
there is a weekly Coffee House every Friday morning, Chatterbox (Parent,
Baby and Pre-school Group) on Tuesdays; Thursday Circle (speaker and
refreshments) once a month, a joint Youth Group with the local Anglican
Church on Friday evenings, a bi-monthly evangelistic breakfast with
speaker on Saturdays, a Church Walking Group, House Groups, and
weekly and monthly prayer meetings. I also take services in the two
Residential/Nursing Homes and my wife and I take assemblies in the
village School. We desperately need to see the anointing of the Spirit upon
God’s Word and an outpouring of the Spirit upon our lives to the glory of
God for the salvation of souls and the establishing of God’s kingdom here
in Henfield.”
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
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Wheelock anniversary

On September 1st we were most warmly welcomed to Wheelock for their
120th anniversary. After some rousing hymns and a piece by the church’s
choir, we heard an inspiring address by Dr Digby James. He looked at
Scripture references to 120 years — Moses lived 120 years, a very long
time. Many church buildings around that were built 120 years ago are now
furniture warehouses, or little more than venues for organ recitals.
What has kept Wheelock going for 120 years and what will, God willing,
carry it on into the future is if the church remains faithful to the gospel —
the fact that we all, whether we like to admit it or not, are great sinners and
that Christ is the only one who can deliver us from our sins.
After being reminded of these eternally important truths we were served
a sumptuous tea. It was a blessing to renew fellowship and many
commented that it scarcely seemed 5 minutes since the 119th anniversary
last year!
For those unable to attend there is a recording of the message available
at http://tinyurl.com/Wheelock120
Report by Trudy Kinloch (Quinta Church)

Ministers’ Prayer Conference

Is your pastor planning to attend the EFCC Ministers’ Prayer
Conference? It has been described by someone from outside the
Fellowship as quite the best ministers’ conference going — not too big, not
too small, but an ideal gathering for spiritual refreshment and mutual
encouragement, with precious times of prayer.
It takes place at Willersley Castle, near Matlock, from Monday 5th to
Thursday 8th November. American David Woodard is speaking on
“Church Planning and Church Revival” — he is currently Director for
Western Europe with the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism. Bible
ministry will be given by David Ellis, pastor of Mount Road Baptist Church,
Hinckley. Graham Brown,
an EFCC Trustee, is
leading a session on
“Planning for Retirement
— pastoral responsibility
and personal need.” And
that’s some of the spiritual
food on offer! The
deadline for applications is
past — but it may be
worth ringing the EFCC
Office!

6
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St Briavels’ 150th church
anniversary
by Cyril Aston

T

owards the end of the 18th
and beginning of the 19th
centuries
considerable
advance was made in the
establishing of nonconformist
chapels in the Forest of Dean in
Gloucestershire. Attempts to found
an independent church in the
village of St Briavels however met
with little initial success, and it was
not until the second half of the 19th
Century that a breakthrough came
with the faithful labours of Mr G. Powell, a missionary working for the
Bristol and Gloucestershire Independent Churches. After 3 years of
evangelising in the village a church was established and by 1862 a chapel
building was erected (at a cost of £300!). The foundation stone was laid
on Tuesday 15 August 1862 and Rev. Mr Stevens of Coleford became the
first Pastor of the newly established church.
This last year has been a trying one for the church with the unexpected
death of their beloved Pastor, Rev. Mark James, at the end of 2011.
However by working together with great determination the church was able
to organise a series of meetings and events to celebrate God’s goodness to
them over the last 150 years. These were especially concentrated
throughout the week of 12 to 19 August. Rev. Cyril Aston preached on the
12th, Rev. Gwynne Evans on the 19th and during the week there were
meetings for the young people at Lindors Hotel, Soup Lunch and evening
Songs of Praise on the 15th and an indoor Garden Party on the Saturday.
All the meetings and events were well attended and the church was much
encouraged by the support in the village and the greetings from other
churches. It was good to see some non Christians at the meetings.
The church is now looking actively to the future with the priority being the
appointment of a new Pastor who will (in the words of a former Trustee)
“carry forward the blood spangled banner of redemption”. To this end the
church would very much value your prayers as it seeks to continue its vital
witness in this very beautiful but spiritually barren part of the Forest of Dean.
(I am very grateful to Adèle James for supplying me with much of the
information for this article.)
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Further afield…
Manipur, India
by Lamboi Haokip
Evangelical Churches Association
Diamond Jubilee, 16–19 February 2012

During our recent visit to
India, it was an awesome
privilege for both of us to
minister from God’s Word
during our church’s conference. I gave one message
on “Serving God through Suffering” and a seminar
on “The Role of Lay-Leaders in the Church,” and my
wife, Boinu, gave a seminar on HIV and AIDS. She
was also the medical officer for the Conference,
treating the sick participants. This was our first opportunity to serve God
in our church and society after our marriage and my PhD studies — the
enduring time of preparation is over and our ministry begins now. Thanks
be to our God!

Development on the Bethesda project

One of our greatest joys and satisfaction was to stay with our children at
the Bethesda Children’s Home.
1. Ending a two-year long wait, we were able to connect to the electricity
supply, although it comes only once-a-day for an hour or two.
2. We welcomed four more children into the home during our stay —
three boys and one girl.
3. We managed to start constructing a house
for our children, which will have separate rooms
for boys and girls. The house will be completed
within five weeks.
4. The Bethesda Academy, our new school, will
be inaugurated on the 4th of March. This will
support many more tribal children in the region.
A chicken coop will be constructed next month.

Our excellent children

We were amazed to see the God-given talents in our children, one of
them being the extraordinary intelligence they displayed when they recited

8

Congregational Concern Autumn 2012

Psalm 119:1–51 before twenty thousand people
during the Conference mentioned above.
The daily routine on the Bethesda campus
includes morning devotions, learning memory
verses, study and games. During our visit, we
organised a special day out to a zoo.

Some highlights of the situation Bethesda
is addressing

1. On 1st February, it was reported, “India worst place for girl child,”
according to an official statement. Our experience also shows that relatives
preferred to have their orphan boys looked after at our Children’s Home
rather than their orphan girls, due to the fact that boys are more highly
valued than girls. We are committed to breaking this culture!
2. There is an increasing problem of spiritual warfare and lack of
theological reflection affecting the church, including the Bethesda
ministries. One of our own advisors (an elder in the church) was believed
to have been killed by witchcraft, raising new questions in the minds of
many Christians.
3. The gap between the rich and the poor is
alarmingly increasing, dishonouring the TRUE
Gospel of Christ and the traditional culture of
altruism, forcing many children out of school to
work for their living. We receive requests for help
almost everywhere we go, the latest being for the
children of those who have been killed by
landmines planted by Hindu militants on the Indo-Burma border.

Praise Points

• For good health throughout last year.
• For the overall good results of our children.
• For the development of our Project, including the electricity, the new
home for the children and for the school; also for our supporters.

Prayer points

• For God’s continued leading and provision for the growth of the
Bethesda Project.
• For more prayer supporters and sponsors for orphans at the Bethesda
Children’s Home. Currently we need sponsors for three children at
£30 per month.
• For our Bethesda Academy that was inaugurated on 4th March, 2012.
• For our online “Indigenous Resource Centre” that is being set up to
address contextual issues.
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Dupont milestones

T

he year 2012 marks some significant milestones in the life of Rev.
Brian Dupont and his wife Brenda. As a couple it marks their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary but also two significant
anniversaries related to Brian’s service as a Minister. Sixty years ago, in
1952, Brian was ordained and inducted into his first pastorate as Minister
of Latimer Congregational Church in Beverley, Yorkshire.

Brian Dupont's induction at Latimer Church, Beverley

18th September was the 50th Anniversary of Rev Brian Dupont’s
induction as Minister of Staines Congregational Church. Brian and Brenda
settled into the Manse with their two sons, Philip and David. When, in
1982, Stan Short was ordained and inducted into the post of Assistant
Minister to help Brian lead a church of over 200 members, Brian and
Brenda moved to their current house in Laleham. David married and
Brian and Brenda have two grandchildren and one great grandchild. In
1988 Brian’s health was causing concern and Rev. Stan Short was
appointed Minister and Brian continued to serve as Consultant Minister.
He continued in this position until his retirement in 1992 after serving for
30 years.

10
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These “milestones” were marked by the church at the Sunday morning
service on 16th September (when Graham Stamford, formerly of
Beverley, was the preacher), as described by Brian and Brenda in the
church’s news bulletin:
“We realised ‘the Fellowship of the Gospel’ in an overwhelming way
when — to our surprise — we were called to the front last Sunday
morning. We were humbled by the all too generous words of recollections
and loving greetings from each of the two Congregational Churches we
have had the enormous privilege of serving — Beverley and here at
Staines. It was an encouragement to learn through some of Graham’s
memories of Beverley how the Lord can over-ride our weaknesses for his
glory.
“We so thank everyone here for the lovely flowers which Nick presented
to us on behalf of the Fellowship — they are beautiful!, and very much
appreciated by us as a further expression of the Christian love we have
received as we have shared as ‘fellow workers in the Gospel’ for 50 years.
“Supremely we praise Almighty GOD for his patience and great
faithfulness; his amazing grace; his daily provision; the wonder of the
Gospel — sins forgiven; Jesus with us now; we with hm for eternity.
“May we ‘press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has
called us heavenwards in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 3:14) and ‘still bear fruit in
old age’ (Ps. 92:14).”

Ministers approaching retirement

The EFCC Trust Board has a small number of properties for the benefit
of retired ministers which may become available from time to time. If a
minister within a few years of retirement is interested in occupying such a
property, which would be let at a realistic rent with the minister claiming
any needed rental support, please can he write in to the Office so that we
know what his accommodation needs are likely to be and where he would
be interested in living. Owing to the limited number of properties we
cannot guarantee a property will be available.

Visit the EFCC Web-site at www.efcc.org.uk
EFCC has closed its broadcasting account at www.sermonaudio.com and
moved everything to the EFCC website, where you can listen to past Studies
Conference papers and Family Conference sermons.
Congregational Concern Autumn 2012
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Minor Prophets (10)
Haggai
by Chris Sinkinson

A

s a child I used to love starting one of those plastic airplane kits.
However, it is one thing to get started enthusiastically, it is another
to get the job finished. The last sections would be glued together in
sticky haste and often the plane would sit slightly unfinished, and certainly
unpainted, for months to follow. Chapel building projects, new youth
clubs, and fresh ministry opportunities can all be started in a flurry of
enthusiasm that seems to have disappeared like a morning mist a few
weeks later. The brief book of Haggai provides a profound message of
encouragement to the people of God.

Second Temple

We know very little about the prophet Haggai. We know that his
prophecy was delivered in a brief period during 520 BC (1:1) and that is
significant enough. This is late in Biblical history. The people of Judah
were taken captive to Babylon over sixty years before and then, with the
rise of Persian King Cyrus, had been allowed to return to Jerusalem and
begin rebuilding their homes and temple in 539 BC. This would become
what scholars call the “Second Temple” period. After the tabernacle of
Moses, Solomon had built a more permanent structure, the first temple, in
Jerusalem. The Babylonians had destroyed this first temple in 586 BC.
Now, the Jews were returning home and there was an opportunity to build
a new temple. The rebuilding work had begun, but then stopped (1:2).
The book asks an obvious question: why has the great project of building
a new temple to God ground to a halt? What is stopping the people from
getting on with the work of God?

Sham excuses

Perhaps the people were just too poor, or lacked the skills, or maybe
needed encouraging. Those reasons come to mind. But none of those are
the real reason. In fact, Haggai would see all those reasons as nothing
more than sham excuses. “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in
your panelled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” (1:4) What a
perceptive question! A panelled house indicated a level of luxury — it
describes a cedar wood cladding. While God’s work is in ruins, the people
are busy upgrading their own homes. Do it Yourself has pushed out doing
anything for God (1:9). They are not poor. They are not unskilled. Nor are

12

Congregational Concern Autumn 2012

they a discouraged people. But they are a distracted people. Busy about
their own comforts they have no time for God’s commands.
Chapter One of Haggai is a stinging rebuke. Despite their search for
personal prosperity, the people never find contentment. They have their
panelled houses but they never have enough; “You earn wages, only to
put them in a purse with holes in it.” (1:6) Have you noticed how often
people gain more money only to be more wasteful? High earnings can
lead to high extravagance.

Living in the past

Haggai’s words gain a response. The immediate reaction is an
enthusiastic commitment to rebuild the temple (1:14). But the
enthusiasm falters. Seven weeks into the building program, there is a
problem. Haggai asks who had seen the former temple, the temple of
Solomon. That had been destroyed long ago and so anyone who had
seen it would be one of the elderly members of the community. And
there is a problem that can accompany old age. Haggai addresses this
problem by asking; “How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to
you like nothing?” (2:3) Compared to the splendour of Solomon’s
temple, these new foundations look a little modest. One problem that
can accompany us in our old age is that the past always looks a lot better
than the present. In fact, the past is remembered as being a lot better
than it ever really was! How many Christians long for the church how it
used to be? More people came, the songs were better, children were
respectful, the singing more in tune. Let me suggest Haggai would
rebuke us too! We are to learn from the past but we are not to live there.
The past was never as good as we remember it. If we are not careful,
exaggerated memories of the past can prevent us finding enthusiasm in
the present. I love reading history. There are some significant saints in
Christian history who I am inspired to read about. But I don’t want to
live then. I want to live now. This is the day that the Lord has given us,
to serve him with what we have!

Four words

So how does Haggai deal with this discouragement? There are four
simple words that are repeated in the prophecy of Haggai and they are
the four words that matter most. The message of the Lord was “I am
with you” (1:13) and through those words the Spirit stirred up the
people (1:14). Now, in their discouragement, Haggai repeats the Lord’s
declaration, “I am with you” (2:4). Could there be any incentive or
encouragement to serve God greater than that? This is the assurance of
his personal presence, power and purpose in our lives. The second
chapter of Haggai builds on this foundation of assurance with a
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reminder that blessing will be found not in legalism but in true holiness,
and that God will remain sovereign over earthquakes and wars. His
purposes will always stand.

Jesus and the temple

So how should the Israelites regard their somewhat cut down version of
Solomon’s temple? How should Christians deal with times of difficulty or
discouragement in church life today? Haggai will not let the people dwell
on the past. But he encourages them to look to the future; “The glory of
this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house” (2:9).
God promises that something much better would lie ahead in the future of
the temple than can be found in its past. To understand what that is we
must understand what Jesus said about the temple.
When John described the incarnation he chose his words carefully. We
read that, “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”
(1:14). The literal Greek expression is that he “tabernacled” among us.
Just as God dwelt among his Old Testament people in tabernacle and
temple, so God would dwell among his people in Christ. John writes, “We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only” (John 1:14). Here is
the glory of God. Not a stone temple, but a living temple, God with us.
This explains what Jesus would have to say about the magnificent, final
version of the second temple, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again
in three days.” (John 2:19). The Jews were perplexed: this temple had
taken years to build, King Herod’s adornments had taken forty six years
alone! How could Jesus rebuild it in three days? “But the temple he had
spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples
recalled what he had said.” (John 2:21–22). The new temple glimpsed by
Haggai was the glory of God revealed. We have now seen that glory in
Christ. He fulfils what a temple should be. He takes away the wrath of God
and brings people like you and me into his holy presence. He becomes the
place where wrath and mercy meet so that we can meet as friends with
our God.

Building the Lord’s house

As a Christian reading Haggai our heart is warmed. We may be
discouraged with our youth club, struggle with a restless Sunday school
class, find others seem to be so much more effective in sharing their faith,
discover the chapel boiler has just packed up again. Why should we keep
going? Because we are building the Lord’s house. It is for him. Compared
to what God can and will do in the future, we have seen nothing yet! I
think this is the key to Christian motivation. If you focus on the bricks,
mortar and organisation you will lose heart. If you focus on Jesus Christ
you would want nothing more than to give him your best!

14
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Olympic Outreach 2012
update
by Peter Taylor (Nazeing)

W

e are so grateful for all
who prayed for the
Olympic Outreach. I
know many of you have
enjoyed the actual Games and
the mood of the country has
been significantly elevated
throughout with a real sense of
pride and joy. So what
happened in our outreach
events?

Holiday Bible Club

Our 3 day Holiday Bible Club was led by Rev. Jackie Brown and was
ably assisted by David Plant and Claudine Uwizeye. It was a great
encouragement to see the church get behind the event with 13 adults
involved in one way or another. The first day was a real challenge as one
mother brought an eligible child and two younger children but that was all!
We modified the programme so that all three could have a taste of the club.
The mother got to hear the Gospel too! On Day 2 we had a father bring 3
children along plus the child
from the day before. We ran a
full programme and the father
heard the Gospel before
opening up that he was seeking
God after being absent from
church for 11 years (RC
background). Day 3 we had 9
children altogether and followed
up with tea and sandwiches to
which the parents came. It was a
challenging time but we all felt it
was worthwhile and the
beginning of more such events
for the children. We hope now to hold a 1 day event in half-term (end of
Oct.) which we will run by God’s grace and without outside help! The miniOlympics with other churches didn’t take place due to other commitments
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but another of the churches had a Bible Club and it was very successful
with 100 parents/children attending the BBQ on the final evening.

Witnessing to visitors

Two days later we joined
with other churches on
Sunday afternoon as we
opened
up
Holdbrook
Christian
Centre
for
refreshments and other
facilities. We could hear the
roar of crowds as they
cheered on competitors in the
White Water Centre. We
distributed thousands of
leaflets over five days and
invited as many people as we
could to use the centre. Some came in to use the wi-fi, others to use the babychanging facilities, most to enjoy free refreshments and even the police came
in to have a welcome break during a long day! Each church was responsible
to man the centre on one of the five days and it was another encouragement
to have a good number from Nazeing helping on the Wednesday.

Divine appointments

One of our men had a Christian friend arrive from London unexpectedly
that morning. He offered to join in and as they went along the street
handing out tracts a man came back to them asking why they believed in
God. The Christian from London shared his testimony as an ex-boxer and
an ex-convict. This man also turned out to be an ex-boxer and an exconvict! It ended with them praying with the man and encouraging him to
find an Alpha course near his home. That was certainly a divine
appointment! Praise God! An Irish TV celebrity also came into the centre
with his two brothers and they were very open to talking about the Gospel.
In fact several conversations over the days seemed to be with people from
a Roman Catholic background.

Sharing the Gospel

The sports quiz at one of our churches didn’t see many newcomers
come along. Neither were we able to organise the dinner with a Christian
sports celebrity but we were glad to see the Gospel shared in one way or
another. We were just a small part of all the outreach that has gone on
throughout the Olympics and we pray that whatever has been done may
be to the glory of God and for the building of his church.
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Olympic thoughts from
Westerham
by Phil Sutton

T

he townsfolk of Westerham (where I am the pastor) were so upset at
not being chosen to host the 2012 Olympic torch relay route that they
decided to have their own unofficial procession using the grandson of
the London 1948 athlete who carried the flame through Westerham at a
time when Sir Winston Churchill was our most famous resident.
Nevertheless, on the appointed day my wife Hazel and I decided to cycle
to the earlier “official” torch relay in nearby Sevenoaks, where I had
enthusiastically waved my inflatable “London 2012” plastic torch at the
procession!
Realising that if we hurried home, we could join the crowds gathered
back on Westerham Green for the unofficial event, I did my own “Bradley
Wiggins” impersonation (minus the side-burns) and pedalled at top speed,
arriving just in time to overtake the athlete carrying the “counterfeit flame”
towards the waiting crowd. I was gasping for breath but it seemed I had
made it just in time!
Still clutching my inflatable torch, I rode on to be greeted by a thousand
flag waving patriots who had mistakenly thought that I was the eagerly
anticipated torch bearer!
The athlete following me was hardly noticed as a local journalist took my
photo and the profile of our church received an unexpected boost!
The London Olympic flame has brought into the limelight many
“unknowns” who have now become well known celebrities, as well as
being an occasion for Christians to shine both on and off the track.
The gold medal for dramatic testimonies surely went to the discus
thrower Derek Derenalagi, who had lost both legs whilst serving in
Afghanistan in 2007.
He stated in the national media “seconds after the explosion that
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catapulted me 30 metres through the air I just looked up to the sky and
said a prayer. I said, ‘Lord Jesus Christ, if you are willing to use my life to
motivate and encourage others, then please give me life again’.”
The Lord heard Derek’s “final” prayer for he continued “They were
preparing to put my body in the body bag when one of the medical staff
realised I had a slight pulse.”
Derek’s subsequent recovery did “motivate and encourage others” in
the sporting world, but has also encouraged the nation to take seriously
the claims of Jesus, who is the Lord of Life.
Much literature distribution and personal testimony has occurred during
the Games and one believer told me that London 2012 has brought closer
cooperation between local churches.
The Christian “More Than Gold” website confirms that the Lord has
indeed used the event in varied and surprising ways to spread the gospel
— as my “moment of fame” in Westerham confirms, for it resulted in
several conversations about my faith!

Congregational conversation

To mark the 40th anniversary of the founding of the URC, a meeting
was held at Willersley Castle on 12th September to discuss the roles of
EFCC and the Congregational Federation, what they had in common and
in what respects they differed. EFCC was represented by Mike Plant
(General Secretary), Bill Dyer, Russell Taylor, Bill Harrow, Digby James
and Peter Beale, and the Cong. Fed. by Michael Heaney (General
Secretary) and five others.
We began by saying a little about ourselves, our backgrounds and
ministries. Both General Secretaries then outlined the way the two bodies
had developed since 1972, and Mike Plant took the opportunity to point
out the particular doctrinal stance of EFCC with regard to Scripture, and
those matters such as ecumenism, homosexuality and the
complementarian view of the role of women on which the Cong. Fed. had
no stated position.
Other sessions covered our structures and developments, and how we
saw the future, with increasing secularization and the pressures specially
on the smaller churches which constituted the majority in both our bodies.
There was a good and friendly spirit throughout, and it was good to
discuss those issues which affected all of us, but it was very evident to us
that we were very different in our doctrinal stance. While the
Congregational Federation remains a doctrinally mixed body whose
unifying factor is a commitment to Independency, EFCC is evangelical
and committed to the authority of Scripture with all that this entails.
PJB
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WECF
10th Triennial Meeting
23–27 September, 2013
Wonderful Bible Teaching
Hear what is happening around the world
Rich Fellowship

PLAN TO ATTEND
Wollongong Surf and Leisure resort, South of
Sydney, is about an hour’s drive from the airport.
Several levels of accommodation are available.
For more information, visit the EFCC website
(www.efcc.org.uk): click on INTERNATIONAL and then
select WORLD EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL
FELLOWSHIP

THEME: NO OTHER …
(Evening Sessions)
Monday — No Other Gospel

Rev. Alan Best — WECF
President

Tuesday — No Other King

Rev. Dr Stephen Gammon
— WECF Vice President

Wednesday — No Other Power

Rev. Mike Plant — WECF
Secretary

Thursday — No Other Life

Rev. Matthew Murray —
Engadine Congregational
Church, Australia
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From the Guest House
Bearing fruit

Y

ou may recall that, in the last Concern, I wrote
about getting old. Now our Thursday Morning
Cell Group have been asked to lead a service
at the Wednesday Evening Church Fellowship and I
have been asked to give a short sermon. Would you
Stan Guest
believe it, the text given me is Psalm 92:14: “They
will bear fruit in old age.”
Of course, to be fruitful is precious. It makes life worth while. Jesus was
made a servant. So should we. How? I remember a lady saying to me, “I
have you on my list.” She meant that she prayed for me. Now we can pray
for others until our dying day.
Yes, and we can give what we can. Agreed, we have plenty of expenses
in old age but there is always something to give. Could you not tithe your
pension? Not all for your Church perhaps. There are plenty of Christian
charities in need of support.
Then I think of getting errands to or for people. I count it a real privilege
to have the weekly opportunity of taking a copy of our Church News
Letter to two of our elderly ladies. It makes time for conversation and for
prayer.
How many times do we have the chance to talk to people? There must
be an opportunity to slip in a Gospel word. Remind them that they are not
just a body. They have a body but they are a soul! What precious fruit we
could bear in our old age!

Woolwich Congregational Church
in South East London
is looking to appoint an
Associate Minister

This new post can be either
A self-sustaining ministry
(tent-making ministry)
or
A part-time salaried ministry
with the vision for full time ministry in the future
If you are interested and would like to find out more, please contact
Pastor Aaron Flanagan on 07530 779255 or email him at
aaron.flanagan@sky.com
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EFCC publications
Telling Another Generation
£0.50
This book contains a symposium of papers originally written to mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of EFCC, and as a tribute to Stan Guest,
who has been closely involved in the work of EFCC ever since its
formation, and retired as secretary of the Fellowship in 1989.
Serving as a Deacon by John Legg
£1.95
Now reprinted in a revised edition. “Diaconates might find it useful to
supply each member with a copy of this work” —Evangelicals Now.

&

E

Evangelical & Congregational
£5.00
A brief survey of Congregational history, church order, confessions
of faith, the ministry, worship and sacraments. Includes Savoy
Declaration of Faith.
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A brief survey of Congregational history,
church order, ministry, worship and
sacraments with the Savoy and 
Declarations of Faith

p

Children of the Covenant by John Legg
The biblical basis for infant baptism.

£0.50

Signs and Seals of the Covenant by CG Kirkby
A biblical review of the doctrine of Christian baptism.

£3.50

EFCC also has available these books about
Congregational history and church government
Wandering
Pilgrims
Whatever Happened
to the
Congregational
Churches?

Wandering Pilgrims by ES Guest
£5.00
Subtitled “Whatever Happened to the Congregational Churches?”
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Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale
The definitive work of Congregational church government.

£13.00

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OR

THE CHURCH MEMBER’S GUIDE
by

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
Edited and Abridged by Gordon T. Booth
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Christian Fellowship or the Church Member’s Guide
by John Angell James
£3.75
A practical manual for church members to learn their duties and
responsibilities.

All these items are available from the Office Manager. Prices are exclusive of postage and packing.
Online purchases available at www.efcc.org.uk
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