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nce again we have a very varied offering for
you, and we trust that you will find the
articles informative, encouraging and
challenging. Only occasionally do we receive
anything for our correspondence columns, and
perhaps the letter (well, email actually) on the
“prosperity gospel” and the response by Robert
Lightowler will prompt further discussion. Having
spent five months in Namibia last year, where there
were many advocates of this teaching, I endorse all
that Robert has said.
At long last it seems that our appeal for a new
occupier of the Concern editorial chair may have
found a responsive ear. Watch this space, and
continue to pray for the ministry of the magazine.
And don’t forget — postage on one copy is now
50p (10/– in old money if you are that old!), so if
you would like to read Concern on line, let me
know.

Peter Beale

Round about
His Worship the Mayor

Andy Dalton was recently elected as Mayor of
Morley Town Council, with his wife Lin serving
as Mayoress.
Andy is the church secretary of Morley
Community Church, and one of the original
team that pioneered and planted the church,
bringing the congregation into affiliation with
EFCC in recent years.

Yaxham Carnival witness

In order to show to the village that as a chapel they are part of the
community and want them to be part of the chapel the members of
Yaxham Congregational Church in Norfolk decided to enter a float in the
village canival. The subject chosen was Nursery Rhymes which set them a
challenge.
After much discussion they decided that “Hickory Dickory Dock” was
the rhyme most easily adapted
to represent a Christian theme.
Prayerfully they discussed their
approach and using the theme
of time because of the clock,
they put “Take time to be holy”
on one side and “Make time for
the Lord” on the other. On the
back of the float we adapted
the rhyme as follows:

Hickory Dickory Dock
Sunday school’s at 11 o’clock
Come Praise the Lord
And hear his Word
Sundays 6.30 o’clock.

Committee elections

At the AGM in May it was confirmed that the following brethren have
been re-elected to serve on the Committee of EFCC for three years: Revs.
Gwynne Evans (Hayes Town), Andrew Leach (Rochford) and Dr Digby
James (Quinta Church). Andrew Leach continues as Chairman until
2013, and Bill Calder (Thornton Heath) as Vice-Chairman.
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From the
Gen. Sec.
Thoughts on fitness machines and EFCC
Dear Friends,

Something I found interesting

Recently, while channel surfing, I was watching a promotion for a particular
variation of fitness technology on the television. You would wear the device
being advertised and at the end of the day could plug it into your computer
and get your readout for the day. The particular point was balancing your
physical output with your food intake. If you had put a few pounds on and
wanted to get them off then the machine would suggest various alternatives.
There was a “low strain” strategy which meant you lost the desired weight
over several months and then a number of alternative strategies until the
other end of the spectrum which was “very demanding” but enabled the loss
of the desired weight over a couple of weeks. The low strain strategy might
simply involve going for a walk several times a week or cutting out snacking
in the evening — nothing very drastic or painful was involved.

Applying the “low strain” strategy idea to our finances

Interesting though this is, to me at least, I did apply the principle of
achieving a goal by a “low strain” strategy not just to thoughts of reducing
my waistline but to thinking about EFCC’s finances. At the AGM this year,
very kindly hosted by the folk at Nazeing, we had the accounts of the EFCC
General Purpose Fund presented. This happens at every AGM but, thanks
to the hard work of Anthony Harrison our office manager and Smailes
Goldie our accountants, this year we had accounts which actually and
accurately showed us the reality of how our day-to-day finances work. This
meant that we could clearly demonstrate that we ran last year at a deficit of
£43,000! Does that mean that we have to close the office and that I will
have to look for a pastorate? No, because there are funds held by the EFCC
Trust Corporation, which is a separate but linked body, which will enable
the deficit to be covered and can quite properly be applied to that purpose.
What it does mean is that the goal I have for EFCC, that our ongoing
fellowship activities should be covered by the support of the churches is not
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being achieved. The “very demanding” strategy is that churches and
individuals should simply double what they are giving (in the various ways
listed below) and we will be covered completely.

Low strain is definitely preferable

I am always grateful for the detail that our accountants go into
concerning our income, the results are interesting although for me the
work of obtaining them would be excruciatingly boring, and they were:—
1.Gifts from churches relating to preaching engagements totalled £3,375
and were made up of 35 gifts ranging from £30 to £300 (average £96);
2.Gifts from churches totalled £23,367 and were made up of 144 gifts
ranging from £10 to £2,000 (average £183); and
3.Gifts from individuals totalling £1,450 and were made up of £25 gifts
ranging from £15 to £500 (average £98)
Items 1 and 3 are not as significant as 2 because the amounts involved are
smaller in total. Regarding preaching fees, as this is a general rule, they should
at least cover the expenses of the person preaching and it is always a good
idea for churches to aim to achieve this and then to keep the amounts rising
to match inflation. When someone comes representing a group like EFCC it
is good to remember the expenses of the group supplying the ministry include
salary as well as mileage. However I always feel that the important thing is the
fellowship aspect and would prefer to meet with churches who cannot afford
the full expense, rather than not do so because they are worried about it.
Some churches are clearly giving extremely generously, and I know that not
all those that are giving so generously are large churches. Churches have their
own resource problems just as EFCC does but one answer might be to ask
whether the level of giving should be adjusted upwards annually because of
inflation. I am also aware that some (comparatively few) churches don’t give
at all — maybe it is time they did so on a regular basis. Our responsibility to
give is of course governed by our ability to do so but a rough guide would be
that a majority of churches supporting at a level of 1½–2% of their total
income would mean that EFCC would cover its own running expenses as a
fellowship. A regular reassessment of church giving is no bad thing.

What’s the point?

The reason I worry about my waistline and weight is because of general
health issues. I feel better and perform better when all is well. I think the
same about the financial health of EFCC — as a fellowship a generous
and supporting spirit would encourage all who commit time and energy to
the fellowship, most of whom are not paid to do so, and might bring God’s
blessing on us in a new way. That is something I always covet.
Every blessing,

Mike Plant

Congregational Concern Summer 2012

3

Focus on … Dukinfield
by Eddie Inglis

D

ukinfield is a former mill
town situated midway
between Manchester and
the Pennines of England. It is one
of nine towns that make up the
borough of Tameside. The
language spoken is akin to
English which my children and
grandchildren speak fluently and
which I, after 32 years have
managed to comprehend but
refuse to speak! From one
window in my house I can see
Manchester and from another the rolling hills of Derbyshire and the
Pennines. The views can be spectacular amidst “these dark satanic mills”.
When we first came up here we were told that Dukinfield was
nicknamed the “Holy City” because it had more churches than pubs! The
evangelical witness was really nowhere evident except, perhaps in the two
small Congregational Churches, Crescent Road and Old Hall. Neither of
these churches had had a minister for many years but in 1978 I was asked
to go and preach at Crescent Road and finally through a circuitous route
Kathy and I took up the pastorate at Crescent Road in August 1980.

Separate ways

At some time in the past these two churches had shared a minister but
this arrangement had long passed and the relationship between the two
was amicable but they had gone their separate ways. In the early years of
our pastorate, conversations were had about the churches becoming one,
but this came to nothing.
The church at Crescent Road over the next eight years or so suddenly
experienced a truly remarkable period of growth from approximately 32
people to approaching 250–300+. We borrowed the model of putting
together a “Faith for our Times” testimony booklet several times and this
was very effective in mission outreach.

Return

Having moved to Liverpool for 16 months, Kathy and I returned to
Dukinfield. We were asked to take on the pastorate of Old Hall which is
thought to be the oldest Congregational church in England and has the
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nickname of “The Little
Jerusalem”. The original burntout building is regarded as one
of the 100 most important
buildings in Britain by English
Heritage.
This fellowship was trying to
maintain a viable witness in a
very needy part of Dukinfield
with some success but it was
clearly in need of regular
ministry. God in his goodness visited the church and we saw growth and
a deepening of fellowship amongst the people, old and new.

United church

About five years ago Crescent Road approached Old Hall to consider
bringing about unity between the two churches. What an opportunity!
With much hard work from both churches this has been achieved and we
have formed a new fellowship called Dukinfield Congregational Church
which works from the two original sites.
The church opens every day of the week: Parent and Toddlers on
Monday, New Horizons Senior Luncheon Club on Tuesday, Preschool
Tuesday to Thursday, Children’s Clubs on Wednesdays and Fridays,
Pastoral House Groups on Wednesdays, Coffee Morning on Thursdays,
Youth Group on Fridays, a monthly meeting for the bereaved and ill,
carers and such like is monthly on a Thursday evening and prayer
meetings on alternate Saturdays. On Sundays there is Breakfast Club and
Junior Church, Worship Services morning and evening, plus a monthly
service in an elderly people’s nursing home. Additionally, I take assemblies
in 12 local schools on a regular basis.
Four members (and hopefully soon five) have gone into ministry over
the years.
Four (and hopefully soon five) of the young people are now serving in
Scotland, England and Germany taking the gospel to many European
countries and Africa.
Recently we baptised four people and we have another baptism booked
for July. God has been good to us and to him alone belong the sole praise,
thanksgiving and glory. Like other churches, we are in desperate need of
an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit because for so many within our area,
the churches and even our fellowship, there is a lack of hunger for the
things of God.
“Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the
mountains might quake at your presence …” Isaiah 64:1
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Overview of the Minor
Prophets
(9) Zephaniah
by Chris Sinkinson

O

ur lives are marked by many special days: a birthday, a wedding
day, a day of retirement. Our year is marked out by Christmas
Day, Easter Sunday and the Day of Remembrance. We make our
plans and live our lives in the light of appointments, schedules and days
to remember.

The Day of the Lord

The prophet Zephaniah structures his prophecy around the most
awesome day of all: the Day of the Lord. To understand this day and what
it entails is to understand how to make the most of our days, our diaries
and our calendars.
Our commitment to expository preaching encourages us to teach fairly
short passages at a time. If we really want to do justice to the relevant
images, vocabulary and ideas in a passage then we are unlikely to preach
on more than a few verses at a time. This is not always helpful. The shorter
(or “minor”) prophets lend themselves to a single sermon. Often, a main
point is repeated in various ways. It is possible to read the entire prophetic
book, or at least key sections, in a single meeting and then draw attention
to one, dominant, theme. At least, that is what we have been trying to do
in a series of evening meetings.

Judgment ahead

Zephaniah, his name means “The Lord has protected”, prophesied
sometime during the reign of King Josiah (640–609 BC). The southern
kingdom of Judah
was drawing to its
close
as
an
independent
kingdom. Soon to
be conquered by
Babylon, it would
remain
an
occupied state for
most of its ensuing
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history. As a contemporary of Nahum and Habbakuk, Zephaniah saw
that judgment lay ahead. But judgment was not simply the political or
economic failure of the nation. Judgment would be the verdict of God
upon a sinful people.
The “Day of the Lord” (1:7; 1:14) will crush the nations (Philistine,
Moabite, Ammonite, Cushite and Assyrian) and will bring Jerusalem to
ruin (3:1–5). Why are the people of God counted among the pagans?
Their behaviour is no different. They dabble in idolatry; “those who bow
down on the roofs to worship the starry host” (1:5), they have no trust in
God (3:2), and their prophets and priests are arrogant deceivers (3:4).
Given this diagnosis what else could the “Day of the Lord” mean but
destruction and disaster? Well, actually that is not the whole story.

Hope and restoration

The Day of Lord would bring more than disaster. It would also bring
hope and restoration. The end of days perceived by Zephaniah is not only
a sweeping away of the old creation (1:2–3) but a restoration of the new
creation (3:19–20). A message that begins with the day of judgment
finishes with the day of mercy. Liberal critics of the Bible have found these
themes hard to reconcile. Some commentators divide the text between a
genuine wrathful voice of an ancient prophet with a later addition made
by a more hopeful editor. But in the light of scripture we know that the day
of the Lord will be both. Like two sides of a coin, the Day of the Lord will
bring judgment on those who rebel and deliverance for the repentant, “I
will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the
LORD.” (3:12). This is a prophecy that moves from disaster to restoration
and all in a day’s work for the Lord!

New Testament parallel

An obvious parallel from the New Testament would be to read from
Revelation 20:11–21:8. In his breathtaking vision of the day of the Lord,
John witnesses a final judgment in the lake of fire and also the
transformation of a new heaven and earth. Who will belong to this new
creation? Those who are “his people”, with whom God will dwell
(Revelation 21:3). Zephaniah describes those who are delivered as “my
worshippers, my scattered people” (3:10). They need not fear the Day of
the Lord for “The LORD has taken away your punishment” (3:15). What
Zephaniah saw through the shadows we now see so clearly in the love and
the blood of Christ Jesus. Our shame and punishment have been taken
away. The day of disaster has become the day of deliverance. Doesn’t this
prophetic word inspire us to share our faith with all nations? We may not
be able to identify the day in our diaries but it should certainly cause us to
number our days aright (Psalm 90:12).
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Further afield: The Philippines
by Ian Densham

I

t was a joy to be back again with the friends at Cubao in Manila,
Philippines, this February. I was there as one of the speakers at the
Annual Pastors’ Conference once more. This was followed by two
weeks lecturing a modular course at Grace Ministerial Academy on the
Acts of the Apostles and the life of Paul along with preaching at a number
of the churches on the three Sundays. As many will know, the church at
Alexandra Road allows me to spend three weeks each year as the official
visiting modular course lecturer at GMA and from time to time that is
combined with speaking at the Pastors’ Conference.
The Conference is run on similar lines to the UK Banner Ministers’
Conference with addresses and discussion over three days. Well over 300
pastors were packed into the main church building this year with at least
30 more watching the proceedings in the lower hall on video screens. For
the first time the members of the church were arranging the catering
themselves on site — and that was a mammoth undertaking completed
with great efficiency by a team of volunteers. This was the largest event
they had attempted and the new kitchens at the church were used to
capacity. This year for the first time there were some pastors from the area
of Mindanao where the recent floods had struck and devastated large
areas and left many people homeless. It was harrowing to hear some of
the stories and to try to appreciate what many of these pastors have to face
when helping those who have lost family members who have drowned
and everything that they own.

Our responsibility to God

My task was to deliver three papers on “Our Responsibility to God” from
the first three commands of the Decalogue. I began by answering the
question, “Do we still need the Ten Commandments today?” and then
spoke about the fact that God demands exclusive worship from his
creatures. The second command leads us to consider how God expects us
to worship and raised the matter of the Regulative Principle which was very
relevant to much of the situation in the Philippines. Having considered the
God we worship and how we should worship him, my final message dealt
with what kind of worship is acceptable to him. This raised some useful
discussion in a land where there is much confusion about these issues.
Other speakers were Steve Hofmaier, an American missionary working in
Manila, who was sent out some years ago from Al Martin’s church, who
gave three addresses on Elijah; Jim Sayers from Grace Baptist Mission, who
gave two very relevant addresses on mission which he skilfully applied to the
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Filipino situation; and Noel
Espinosa, Principal of GMA,
who gave a paper on the Great
Ejection of 1662, another on
the life and influence of Rev
John Stott, and a third on the
Kingdom of God and Society.

Thirty lectures

During the following two
weeks I gave thirty lectures to
the students at GMA on the Acts and the Life of Paul. It was good to be in
the New Testament for a change as so often I am there to deal with Old
Testament subjects. A number of former students came back for the modular
course as well, which swelled the numbers. Many of these men have been
influenced by the excesses of the health, wealth and prosperity teaching that
is so prevalent in certain parts of the USA. To face up to the teaching of
Scripture and to be exposed to the analysis of error was a major part of the
discussions that followed many of the lectures. It was humbling to hear their
expressions of thanks as they grappled with theological issues and the
application to their own situations.

Preaching

On the three Sundays I was scheduled to preach in different churches in
the morning. They run an American system of all-age Sunday School
together with the morning service so I was expected to speak at both
meetings. Then it was back to the main church at Cubao for the late
afternoon service at which I preached a series of three messages from the
life of David. Various other meetings during the weekday evenings kept
me busy in between everything else.
Many of these men have come to GMA from pastorates in compromised
and untaught backgrounds. There are many cults and unorthodox
churches in the Philippines and often men find that when they begin to
read the Bible with an open mind they see the errors of the many heresies
that seem to predominate in parts of the third world. It is both a joy and a
responsibility to preach the truth to them and to see their evident delight
at being able to take the Bible at face value and believe it. The Lord is
doing great things in the Philippines. So often we only hear about the
humanitarian aid — and that is important. But there is a great spiritual
battle going on at the same time and we need to pray for our brethren as
they seek to lead the churches in the truths of the Word of God.
Ian Densham is pastor of Alexandra Road
Congregational Church, Hemel Hempstead
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Christianity as True
by Andrew Carter

I

t is very easy for Christians to fall into the trap of applying Biblical truth
in a highly individualistic way, usually confining it to issues concerning
our personal salvation. In a revealing phrase, one of the elders I minister
alongside calls this approach, “me and God theology”. He is getting at the
tendency to think of the Christian faith merely in terms of how it applies
to our personal relationship with God rather than as a truth claim, a whole
world and life view. When we confine our Christian thinking to a situation
with ourselves at the centre of the “God issue”, we soon run the risk of
affirming the secular charge that something may be true for us the
Christian, whilst not being true for him, the atheist. And before long
Christianity is relegated to where the secularist wants it to be, merely a
creed that helps its adherents; we need health and happiness and nice
feelings and a good marriage and what-do-you-know, God helps with
them all.

Valid for whom?

“Me and God theology” manifests itself in different but related ways. I
well remember talking to a man in London about Christianity being true.
His response was both revealing and worrying. He said, “Even if
Christianity wasn’t true, I would still believe it”. Christianity it seems was
something that was valid for him because of his personal commitment to
it rather than because it corresponded to what is really there. He was
falling into the trap of thinking that since Christianity gave him good
feelings and security, it was therefore helpful to him and worthy of being
committed to. What mattered was that it was “true” (read valid) for him
rather than it having any external authority beyond his mind.
But “me and God theology” is seen in other contexts as well. A few
years ago my wife Julie was talking to her auntie about her mother [Julie’s
grandmother] who was dying of cancer. Julie remarked that even in death
there is hope for those who put their trust in Jesus; her auntie replied,
“That’s nice if you have that feeling”. The lady was doing the same thing
as my friend — captured by the mood of the times — she was assuming
that Christianity was something that exists in the minds of its followers as
(in this case) a crutch to assist in life’s difficulties. Again it is “true” for the
one it helps and Christianity is reduced to a feeling.
Finally, we encounter another species of “me and God theology” when
we hear people say something along the lines of “I like to think of God like
x” or “I don’t like Christianity’s God; I prefer to think of him in the
following way …” The assumption is that we define God; he’s a God [read
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god] for us, made according to our designs. The point is that God and
truth, like beauty, are in the eye of the beholder, things we create for
ourselves. We are children of the postmodern world.

Absolute claim

Although this is likely to horrify our society, we believers need to teach
the gospel in such a way that no one is left in any doubt that Christianity is
making an absolute claim about the nature of reality. It claims to be not a
truth but the truth; only it fully explains and interprets human existence.
Either its claims are true for all human beings regardless of their nationality,
culture or religion, or they are true for none. What’s more, its claims would
be true even if no one in the world believed them to be so; they are truths
that exist independently of the mind of any human being. In this sense, we
might compare Christianity to gravity. We may stand in militant unison and
deny that gravity exists but our collective opinion has no bearing
whatsoever upon whether it does exist. Furthermore, denying the existence
of gravity doesn’t mitigate its effects. As we jump off a tall building, we may
confidently tell ourselves that since we don’t believe in the law of gravity we
can avoid its effects and will not die when we land. The simple fact is that
we will die; gravity is real whether we believe in it or not.
And so it is with the claims of Christianity. One can deny the existence
of God and the deity of his Son and the fact that he will judge the world,
but if the gospel is true, none of this denial changes reality one jot. Millions
of people can believe that God is a figment of the Christian’s imagination;
but it doesn’t mean that he is or that he won’t judge them because they
don’t believe in him! At this point we can see the wisdom of Francis
Schaeffer, who talked to his generation about “the God who is there”,
rather than someone who simply exists as a figment of his or anyone else’s
imagination.

True for all

Let us remember that Christianity addresses God and heaven and hell
and sin because these things actually exist external to my mind. If
Christianity helps us it is because it is true; it is not true because it helps us.
Christianity is either true for all or it is false for all. If it true only for you or
me, then it is certainly false.
Andrew Carter is pastor of Therfield Chapel, near Royston.

Visit the EFCC Web-site at www.efcc.org.uk
EFCC has closed its broadcasting account at www.sermonaudio.com and
moved everything to the EFCC website, where you can listen to past Studies
Conference papers and Family Conference sermons.
Congregational Concern Summer 2012
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Farewell to Lee Mill
In April Dr Cyril Short concluded his ministry at Lee Mill Congregational
Church in Devon, where he had served for 30 years. Cyril gives his
account of the week-end.
hat a glorious Anniversary/
Retirement weekend Meg
and I enjoyed. On the
Friday evening we had a large
congregation listening to the
Torquay Male Voice Choir. They
were excellent — in spite of some
very personal illustrations of my
contributions to their ministry.
Cyril and Margaret Short (photo courtesy of
On the Saturday Cyril Aston
Martin Withers
travelled down and shared a day’s
Bible Studies — about 30 people
attended each session. Cyril and I ministered twice in the morning and
twice in the afternoon. Cyril Aston’s ministry was particularly helpful.
On the Sunday morning Meg and I were surprised to find a Guard of
Honour of seven Royal British Legion flags, and several members, as we
entered the chapel (I am the Padre for the Ivybridge RBL). They
accompanied us into the chapel — to find it quite full. Testimonies to
saving grace were made by two folk who have come to Christ during my
ministry. One of the deacons presented us with a portrait of the
Longtimber Woods in Ivybridge — where we conducted open-air
baptisms as a public witness. The church treasurer presented Meg with a
beautiful bouquet of flowers in ivory white (the flowers, not the treasurer!).
Of course, it is very difficult to lay down a pastorate where one has
served the same folk for thirty years. I would confess to feeling the
separation extremely difficult. When you have loved people and given
them your life for that long, pain is inevitably. I performed my last duty on
Friday 27th April, when I conducted the funeral of one of our most
valuable church members — Mr John Willis, the husband of our church
secretary. He served in Ugborough, Lee Mill and Ivybridge
Congregational Churches. Once again, the chapel was packed.
The great need now is for a young pastor with outreach vision, to
minister to a group of faithful, Bible-believing folk. Meanwhile one of the
elders is taking on preaching responsibilities. Brethen — pray for us.
In addition to the pastorate at Lee Mill, for the past few years Cyril has
also served as pastor at Torcross. Pray for both these churches as they look
to the Lord for the future.

W
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Pause for thought
by Phil Grove
You are never too old to live by faith and not by sight

W

hen I went to Bible College I
did not qualify for a grant,
but I still went, without an
income, savings or financial backing.
My church in Tollesbury did not have
the finances to support me. The
denomination to which Tollesbury
belonged, could not financially
“sponsor” me. Yet I was young and
felt so strongly that the Lord had
called me to train for the ministry that,
even if in some ways the text “we live
by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7) is not correctly interpreted quite as
I took it, I believed it and I went prepared if necessary to sleep on a park
bench.
After I had given my notice in at work, I noticed my future wife, Bev. We
got married whilst I was only still in the first year at college. If I had known
I would be married so soon I might have never given up my job; after all
how can you take on the responsibility of a family and not have an
income? Yet God was good and over the three years of training he
supplied some £30,000. We never asked for money, except for the
benefits and grants to which we were invited to apply. We were honest
and open, if people asked we said “we trust the Lord to supply”.
That was over twenty years ago, now I am an experienced minister.
Should we use our commonsense and expect things to go smoother? No.
Who knows what life may throw our way, but one thing I am sure of is
this. We are never too old to live by faith and not by sight. “Jehovah Jireh”
(the Lord will provide) is more than a couple of Hebrew words in a jazzy
song; it is a statement of faith and when we look back, an affirmation that
“If God be for us who will be against us?”
Phil Grove is pastor of Tillingham Congregational Church, Essex.

C. Everett Koop

Andrew Charles’s article in our last issue first appeared in the magazine
of Alexandra Road Congregational Church, Hemel Hempstead, and was
reprinted in Concern by kind permission.
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Rally report
by Martin Withers

T

his year’s EFCC West Midland spring rally took place on Saturday 21st
April. We met up for refreshments on the concourse of Moor Street
Station for a visit to Birmingham. This Edwardian station, which was
due to be demolished, has been fully restored by Chiltern Railways.
The highlight of the day was a visit to
the Digbeth Institute (now the HMV
Institute)
for
a
talk
on
Congregationalism in Birmingham in
the 19th century. The Institute was
opened in 1908 by Carrs Lane
Congregational Church as an outreach
to the poorer people who lived only a
stone’s throw from Carrs Lane. As its
purpose was as much educational as
worship, the main area resembles a
theatre, with a stage, auditorium, wrap
round balcony and upper balcony. There are many other large, well
appointed rooms, which would have suited its purpose admirably. The
Church bought a playing field in Yardley, in South East Birmingham, and
built a large pavilion there, where services were soon being held. The work
slowly moved out to Yardley, and the Institute finally closed as a Church in
1955, when the slum property was replaced by industry.
Our own Digby James gave an interesting and entertaining talk about the
origins of Congregationalism in Birmingham. Those churches which were
Presbyterian were becoming Unitarian, so Carrs Lane Church was opened
to maintain orthodox belief. Digby included the life of John Angell James,
who played a leading role in founding the Congregational Union and the
Evangelical Alliance; and Dr R.W. Dale, who commenced the slide into
liberalism. The old chapel was replaced by the current one in 1970.
The afternoon was free to sightsee in Birmingham, and some visited the
Book Room at the modern Carrs Lane Centre. We met up again at Lodge
Road Church Centre, in the Winson Green area of Birmingham, where we
had an opportunity to pray for our various churches, followed by an
encouraging epilogue led by Peter Beale. His subject was the meeting
between Joshua and the “Captain of the host of the Lord”. After a
welcome afternoon tea, we returned home.
This is now our fourth outing, which in addition to our Autumn rallies,
is an excellent way of keeping in touch with other evangelical
Congregationalists. Why not hold one in your area?
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Olympic Outreach 2012
by Peter Taylor

O

ver the past months pastors and church leaders in the vicinity of
Waltham Cross have been meeting together to seek God’s will for
outreach during the Olympic Games. The Canoe Slalom is due to
take place at the White Water centre in Waltham Cross which is just 5
miles from Nazeing Congregational Church. The event provides a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity to reach out to those coming from all over the
world for the Games. As we prayed and discussed we believe the Lord is
leading us to do several things.
Firstly, to reach the local population through Olympic related events we
plan to hold a Holiday Bible Club in Nazeing from 25–27 July culminating
in a mini-Olympics for these children on Saturday, 28 July. We hope the
parents will come along to the latter event and so hear the Gospel. An
EFCC Team will come to help us with the Bible Club.
Secondly, to reach spectators, we plan to use Holdbrook Christian
Fellowship (next door to the White Water Centre) as a base offering a café
style meeting place, with tracts and Gospels available. Christians will be on
duty to talk to anyone wanting to talk and Christian DVDs will be played
sharing testimonies of well-known people. There will be baby-changing
facilities and wi-fi access available. Banners on the roadside will advertise
the facilities to spectators as they pass. We also hope to put on special
events on three evenings, including a sports quiz and a Christian sports
celebrity to speak after a dinner.
Meanwhile we have started joint monthly prayer meetings at Holdbrook
Christian Fellowship to pray specifically for the Olympics and to get to
know one another. Please pray for all preparations and then for the
duration of the Games (effectively 23 July — 2 August). Pray too for
follow-up of overseas visitors as that will be one of the biggest challenges.
Finally pray that the Lord will be glorified and his Church built throughout
the world.

1662 again

Readers may be interested to hear of another occasion which will recall
the Great Ejectment of St Bartholomew’s Day, 24 August 1662. Michael
Heaney and Roberta Rominger will share in a service at 3.00 pm on
Saturday 18 August at Trinity Congregational Church, St Matthew’s Road,
Brixton, London SW2 1NF. Alan Argent, minister at the church, can be
contacted (020 7274 5541/alan.argent1@btopenworld.com).
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AGM Report
by Johnny Huggins

T

his year’s AGM took place at Nazeing in Essex and I was looking
forward to it particularly, because I knew what a warm welcome we
would all receive, and we were
not disappointed. Ian Densham gave
the devotional address which I am
sure encouraged many church
leaders as he exhorted us to stand
firm, particularly on the truths of the
Word.
We then had the usual series of
reports, some of which were
inevitably by their nature more
interesting than others, but all
necessary. It is always more
enjoyable to hear news of other churches within the Fellowship, than it is
to hear about the finances!
A lovely lunch was provided and we took the time to chat to other
church representatives, something which I think many of us consider very
important. It is one of the places where friendships between the churches
flourish.
After lunch Mike Plant talked briefly about the reasons behind the
proposed amendments to the
Statement of Faith. There was some
discussion, but once a vote was taken
it was clear that almost all the
churches were in favour, and the
resolution was passed. This was
followed by more reports (of the
interesting kind) and then we were
taken back into the hall at Nazeing
for more food and drink!
Andrew Leach led the closing
ministry,
and
offered
more
encouraging advice on leadership.
I would just like to say that it was a great day, and if you weren’t there
you missed out. I have no intention of explaining why many of us will
remember this year’s AGM partially because of the references to James
Bond and The Bee Gees!
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Letter Box
From Ian Beckett
I was sad to see the “prosperity gospel”
so vehemently opposed in the article by
Robert and Suzanne Lightowler (Issue 203,
p. 8).There are so many references in the
Word re God’s desire to bless his children
so they can be a blessing. If the present
church were taught this more as part of the
“pure gospel” referred to perhaps there
would be fewer financial appeals, however
veiled, as appear later in the article.
Robert Lightowler responds:
I can fully agree that God desires to bless
his people — it is there in the Lord’s first
sermon “Blessed are …” (Matt.5), but the
conditions are interesting, ranging from the
poor in spirit to those suffering persecution.
Few of these conditions sit well with the
prosperity gospel. We are indeed to be a
blessing to others. But I wonder if we are
talking about the same prosperity gospel.
The one to which I am referring basically
teaches that you become wealthy in
proportion to the amount you give (usually
to the local pastor which, in Africa, results in
open ownership of a number of Mercedes
cars and even planes) and made healthy by
believing. Indeed both are determined by
the amount of faith you have. (There are
many examples on YouTube of these
African preachers.) If this is what you
believe please show me where Jesus, Paul
or the other apostles preach this self
regulating, self determining and self fulfilling
religion. What they preach is a pure gospel
that flows from grace and is centred on
Christ alone and results in self-sacrifice —
one that is distinctly different and opposed
to health and wealth bought by giving or by
the level of faith we have. Jesus taught

about trusting God for food and clothing
(Matt. 6:23f) without anxiously seeking
them. He clearly shows our faith is to be set
in God, not for an avid pursuit of material
blessings. Instead the number one priority is
to be God’s kingdom and his righteousness.
The most powerful warning I find against
self-fulfilling religion that is not centred on
Christ is from Jesus as he concludes his first
sermon. He gives four startling warnings
that tell us the sure way to get to hell. They
are by
• being on a popular, pleasurable broad
route and not a tough narrow way
(interestingly the prosperity gospel is by far
the most popular religion in Africa and is
growing faster than Islam);
• being taken in by false preachers,
“ravenous wolves” who can be recognized
by their fruit. Is it good fruit or bad fruit for
the preacher to boast about the number of
Mercedes or planes he has?
• having the right words and the right
works but is not known to Jesus;
• having the wrong gospel foundation to
live by.
So, Ian these are just a few reasons why
I must do the same.
P.S. Paul talked openly about financial
needs (2 Cor. 9, Phil. 4). Perhaps, if we
take Paul’s lead, we should be more open.
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WECF
10th Triennial Meeting
23–27 September, 2013
Wonderful Bible Teaching
Hear what is happening around the world
Rich Fellowship

PLAN TO ATTEND
Wollongong Surf and Leisure resort, South of
Sydney, is about an hour’s drive from the airport.
Several levels of accommodation are available.
For more interest, visit the EFCC website
(www.efcc.org.uk): click on INTERNATIONAL and then
select WORLD EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL
FELLOWSHIP

THEME: NO OTHER …
(Evening Sessions)
Monday — No Other Gospel

Rev. Alan Best — WECF
President

Tuesday — No Other King

Rev. Dr Stephen Gammon
— WECF Vice President

Wednesday — No Other Power

Rev. Mike Plant — WECF
Secretary

Thursday — No Other Life

Rev. Matthew Murray —
Engadine Congregational
Church, Australia
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Book shelf
Engaging with
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
ed. Andrew Atherstone &
David Ceri Jones, Apollos
(IVP), 370pp, £16.99
A review by Peter Beale

O

ver 30 years after the death of Dr
Lloyd-Jones, there continues to be
a constant stream of books about
him. This one, sub-titled “The life and
legacy of ‘the Doctor’”, is a major
contribution. Including the two editors there
are no fewer than 11 writers, several of
whom are too young to have known him:
those whom J.I. Packer describes in his
foreword as “younger scholars benefiting
from … fresh thought and debate about all
the fields of faith and practice on which Dr
Lloyd-Jones expressed his mind and
thereby offered leadership to the
evangelical world of his day.”
In an introductory chapter the two editors
reflect on the various biographies which
have appeared, from Iain Murray’s
sympathetic two-volume magnum opus to
the different approach of the Doctor’s
grandson, Christopher Catherwood, and
the more critical treatments by Gaius
Davies and John Brencher. They state the
aim of this volume of essays as seeking “to
advance our understanding of Lloyd-Jones
in a number of fresh directions by building
on and engaging with the work of these
earlier biographers and theologians”
(p. 35). In the first “scene-setting” essay
David Bebbington seeks to set MLJ as a
young man in the context of the “interwar

C a l v i n i s t
resurgence”,
dealing with a
period remote even
to us “oldies” who
snapped up the
offerings of the
newly-formed
Banner of Truth
Trust in the 1950s
and ’60s.
The following essays consider MLJ’s life
and influence in relation to Wales (David
Ceri Jones), Revival (Ian M. Randall), the
Charismatic controversy (Atherstone, Ceri
Jones and William K. Kay), “the demise of
preaching” (Ben Bailie), Ministerial
Education (Philip Eveson, first principal of
MLJ’s “baby”, the London Theological
Seminary), Fundamentalism (Robert Pope,
who rightly concludes that “Perhaps it is
better to allow him his self-designation as a
‘conservative evangelical’”), Karl Barth
(Robert Strivens), Roman Catholicism
(John Maiden — although much of his
essay deals rather with Anglo-Catholicism),
“the Anglican secession crisis” (Atherstone)
and “the Protestant past” (John Coffey,
making the point that MLJ approached
church history as a pastor rather than an
academic). The book concludes with a
helpful bibliography of MLJ and his writings.
For me as a seceder from Anglicanism (I
even get a mention!) the most interesting
essay was the one dealing with that subject,
of course focussing on MLJ’s appeal at the
National Assembly of Evangelicals in 1966
when he differed radically from the
approach of John Stott. The essay goes on
to deal with the subsequent events including
the 1967 Keele Congress and the publication
of Growing into Union in 1970, leading to
☞ continued in middle of page 20
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Getting old

S

o what shall I write about in the next Concern?
My wife called out, “Getting old”? Well, that is
a point. I certainly know all about it. Now I had
a concern about my driving licence coming up for
renewal by January 6th 2013. And, of course, I knew
that the next day, 7 January, was my birthday and I
Stan Guest
would be 91. So what could I do?
Now my Doctor had told me I ought to have a driving
assessment. Well, I had been thinking about it for several months. But did I
dare do it? Much prayerful thought and then I put in the application.
It was on the 1st May. The examiner took me out, sitting beside me as I
drove my car. It was for nearly an hour. And I passed. Praise the Lord!
Now driving a car is very much a picture of the way we should live. I
must watch out for other people, ready to put their interests first. I must
keep to the rules of the road — speed limits — white lines — traffic lights
— drive safely and carefully so that I reach my destination in good time.
I can remember, during the war, driving a three-ton truck round the streets
of Antwerp. You know — they drive on the right side of the road but we
drive on the correct side. Perhaps that has kept my driving still well assessed.
☞ book review continued from page 3

the demise of the Puritan Conference and
the split between MLJ and J.I. Packer. But
the whole collection is well worth reading —
the contributors vary in their enthusiasm for
MLJ, and in one or two cases one wonders
how far they can be regarded as evangelical,

but in general their comments are shrewd
and thought-provoking.
Space allows no more: for an excellent
extended review see that by Jeremy Walker
on the Amazon website!

Books for Congregationalists

Christian Fellowship by John Angell James, £3∙75
Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale, £13∙00
Visible Saints by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £25∙00
Studies in English Dissent by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £30∙00
The Religious Revival in Wales (550pp.) £30∙00
(articles published in the Western Mail during the Revival)

Quinta Press,

Meadow View, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, SY10 7RN
E-mail info@quintapress.com. Full list on the web-site: www.quintapress.com
Find important books by John Cotton, Richard Mather, John Angell James, William Jay, RW Dale and
accounts of revival on-line at www.quintapress.com/PDF_Books.html
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EFCC publications
Telling Another Generation
£0.50
This book contains a symposium of papers originally written to mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of EFCC, and as a tribute to Stan Guest,
who has been closely involved in the work of EFCC ever since its
formation, and retired as secretary of the Fellowship in 1989.
Serving as a Deacon by John Legg
£1.95
Now reprinted in a revised edition. “Diaconates might find it useful to
supply each member with a copy of this work” —Evangelicals Now.

&

E

Evangelical & Congregational
£5.00
A brief survey of Congregational history, church order, confessions
of faith, the ministry, worship and sacraments. Includes Savoy
Declaration of Faith.
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A brief survey of Congregational history,
church order, ministry, worship and
sacraments with the Savoy and 
Declarations of Faith

p

Children of the Covenant by John Legg
The biblical basis for infant baptism.

£0.50

Signs and Seals of the Covenant by CG Kirkby
A biblical review of the doctrine of Christian baptism.

£3.50

EFCC also has available these books about
Congregational history and church government
Wandering
Pilgrims
Whatever Happened
to the
Congregational
Churches?

Wandering Pilgrims by ES Guest
£5.00
Subtitled “Whatever Happened to the Congregational Churches?”
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Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale
The definitive work of Congregational church government.

£13.00

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OR

THE CHURCH MEMBER’S GUIDE
by

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
Edited and Abridged by Gordon T. Booth
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Christian Fellowship or the Church Member’s Guide
by John Angell James
£3.75
A practical manual for church members to learn their duties and
responsibilities.

All these items are available from the Office Manager. Prices are exclusive of postage and packing.
Online purchases available at www.efcc.org.uk
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