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imes are very hard in the world of business,
and we were very shocked on sending to the
printer the last issue of Concern to be
informed that the firm was ceasing trading and
would be unable to undertake the printing of the
magazine. APG (previously Clifford Frost) had
done an excellent job for us for some fifteen years,
and we much regret their demise and its effects on
the staff.
Providentially some key members of the staff
were able to transfer to another printer, The
Colourhouse Ltd, and they took on the printing of
the magazine at short notice, although inevitably
this did involve some delay, so we apologize for the
late arrival of issue 202.
We hope very much that this will reach you by
the end of April, thus avoiding for the time being
the very large increase in postage charges. Quite a
number of folk now receive Concern online, and
we would encourage others to do so — just send
an e-mail to concern@pjbeale.net and in future
you will receive your magazine electronically.
Lots to instruct and inform this time, and we trust
that you will find the magazine interesting and
profitable. Continue to pray for us, and for others
to take up the editorial responsibilities!

Peter Beale
Cover illustration: Members of
the church at Panagyurishte,
Bulgaria, in front of their new
church building (see p. 17)

Round about
Pastor sought

Hadham Cross Congregational Church in Much Hadham,
Hertfordshire seeks a Pastor who will live close to the village, to conduct
Sunday worship, lead church meetings, give pastoral support and care to
the congregation, build outreach into the village community and develop
youth work and other activities within the church. The church, founded in
1872, seeks a spiritual leader whose Bible based teaching will lead it into
the future. Applications to the Church Secretary: Joan Hockley, Piggotts
Farm, Albury End, WARE, SG11 2HS (j.hockley@whestates.com).

Stony Stratford induction

On Saturday 31st March Rev.
Keith Plant was inducted to the
pastorate of Stony Stratford
Evangelical Free Church, Milton
Keynes, where he succeeds Rev.
Robert Lightowler who is to serve
the Lord in Sierra Leone (see p. 8).
The service was led by Rev. Roger
March, a former pastor of the
church who has been acting as
Moderator, and the preacher was
Rev. Gareth Williams, pastor of Bala Evangelical Church and lecturer at
WEST. Mr Plant (Mike’s brother) was previously pastor at Harold Hill,
Essex.

Bookstall demise

Liz (she doesn’t give her surname), the Editor of The Messenger, the
magazine of Stapleton Road Congregational Church in Bristol, reports the
sad decision to close the chapel’s bookshop, noting that many other such
shops are having to close, including the Wesley Owen store in Bristol,
which traces its origins to the Bible & Tract Warehouse & Bookshop
opened in 1852 by George Müller. She observes:
“If the internet is now the main source for Christian literature, music and
DVDs, there will be many older people who may have lost a valuable
resource. But, on the other hand the Kindle generation are discovering a
whole new world of spiritual meaning as more and more Christian ebooks become available. Perhaps we should pray for Amazon to continue
God’s work!”
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From the
Gen. Sec.
Now there’s a surprise!

W

e are always glad to welcome a new church into our fellowship
and we are glad to welcome a church worshipping at Ogmore
Vale, Bridgend in this way. We hope we will be an
encouragement to them and they will also encourage us in the Lord. The
surprise when you skim the next directory will be that this is Ogmore Vale
Calvary Baptist Church and to actually have a Baptist church as part of
our fellowship is a new thing for us.

It shouldn’t really be a surprise at all.

What is actually new to us is to have a church in our fellowship with
“Baptist” in its title, not that we have churches which are baptistic in
practice within EFCC. Some churches have come to the conviction that
this is the biblical pattern, although in foundation they were
Congregationalist and sometimes explicitly paedo-baptist in the trusts that
were set up. Others are either not specific in their original trusts or they
were set up with baptistic practice enshrined in their trust deeds — that is
certainly true of some recently founded churches. Any church, whatever
its label, is eligible for membership of EFCC if the church can in good
conscience affirm oneness on the basis of EFCC’s Basis of Faith and
Statement on Church Polity, and this is what Calvary Baptist have done.
The issue concerning attitudes to baptism is pinpointed in the most
recently adopted part of the statement on polity which you can find in the
EFCC yearbook:
We believe that membership of a local church should be open to any who
have made a credible profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who are
living godly and obedient lives and who are willing to submit themselves to
the discipline of the local church, irrespective of their views about matters
such as baptism and ecclesiology, which are not essential to being evangelical
Christians.
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What does this imply for our churches?

A proper view of what is involved in church
membership. When we adopted the above
statement it was not with a view to taking a new
stance as a fellowship. We were simply restating
something which others had considered before
us and had been part of mainstream
Congregationalism for many years. In the 17th
Century John Bunyan, to whom both
Congregationalists and Baptists can lay claim,
argued passionately that baptism is not the
issue to be considered in relation to church
membership. He believed we should be looking
at the saving change that has taken place in the
believer through new birth and faith, and that is
a healthy outlook for any of us whatever our
beliefs about baptism.
Being grown-up in our discussions and
John Bunyan
debates. I am not bothered when Christians
debate subjects that are not essential to
salvation but which matter greatly to individual Christians and to
churches. I am bothered by how they do so. Polite listening, putting the
best interpretation on what our opponents are saying (even if it isn’t that
well expressed), and an acceptance of one another as brothers and sisters
in Christ, with whom infinitely more unites than divides us, is absolutely
necessary to our life together. Regrettably arguments won can often also
mean fellowship broken.
Being thoughtful and above-board in our practices. We do use
properties set up by various trusts and it is a matter of integrity to honour
them. How do we do so when our beliefs and practices may differ in part
from our trusts? We are a community of believers who are historically
connected and organically connected theologically to our forefathers in
the faith. I think a good rule of thumb is to ask whether people who hold
the views enshrined in our trusts would be made to feel “not at home” if
they were among us. If they would feel “not at home” then surely
something is wrong?
What a joy it would be if in the future we find many churches joining us
not because of a historic link but because they become aware that there is
a spiritual one. That our link is that we stand together for the same gospel
and have the same toleration for those who differ from us in some
secondary (non-gospel) matters.
Every blessing,

Mike Plant
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Studies Conference Report
by Bernard Umpleby

T

he Studies Conference held at Latimer Church in Beverley on March
17th was special — a day to remember. The morning session
proved to be the most moving of the many Studies Conference
sessions I have attended over the past 15 years. The subject was “The Life
and Work of Alan Tovey”. It was most fitting that the speaker was Neville
Rees, a life-long friend of Alan. God refreshed and challenged our souls as
Neville communicated to us so well the excellencies of Alan’s character,
displayed not only in the use of his gifts in leadership of EFCC, as
preacher, pastor, historian and scholar, but also as a down-to-earth wise
and witty friend to all who knew him. Before we had lunch, many took the
opportunity given to add their personal tribute to Alan as a beloved and
trusted friend. “The memory of the righteous is a blessing” (Prov. 10:7).
The afternoon session speaker was Dr Garry Williams, director of the
John Owen Centre in London. His subject was “The Great Ejection of
1662”. It was refreshing and instructive to have our minds opened to the
complex religious and political background of the Great Ejection, and to
be reminded of the courage and steadfastness of the some two thousand
Church of England clergy and their families who suffered the loss of their
livings and their homes, rather than compromise their conscience and give
assent and consent to everything in the Book of Common Prayer. It was
brought home to us afresh that the subsequent growth of Nonconformist
churches took root through the fires of persecution in relation to the
Conventicle Act of 1664 and the Test Act of 1673. It is estimated that
between five and eight thousand Nonconformists died in prison prior to
the passing of the Toleration Act in 1689.
Enforced conformity led to renewed determination to uphold the right to
religious freedom, and to worship according to the dictates of conscience
as guided by the Holy Spirit. Garry Williams’ erudite lecture was a timely
reminder that God equally calls his people in the 21st century to “contend
for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).
It was so encouraging that such a good number came to the Studies
Conference in Beverley. Several undertook over a 400 mile round trip in
order to be there that day! Latimer’s cuisine was superb.
The day at Beverley was just another fulfilment of a prayer in the lines
of a hymn learnt in childhood:
“May I see the good and bright, when they pass before my sight.
May I hear the heavenly voice, when the pure and wise rejoice.”
(John P. Hopps)
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Grace Sufficient

“G

race Sufficient” was the
title and theme of the
second annual North
Wales Women’s Conference hosted
and organised by Gwersyllt
Congregational Church. On 24
March around 200 ladies were
warmly welcomed with a gift bag
containing a free copy of Helen
Roseveare’s book, Enough. The
building was full to capacity for a
day packed with scripture, prayer,
singing and fellowship. In her first address, From Horrible History to
Glorious Grace, the speaker Jane McNabb looked at Tamar, taking us
from the sordid events of Genesis 38 to her honourable mention as one
of the Lord’s ancestresses in Matthew 1.
A long lunch break provided the
opportunity to enjoy warm
fellowship, copious quantities of tea
and cake (kindly served by the men
of the church), the double
temptation of two different
bookstalls, plus small discussion
groups where we explored God’s
grace in the life of another dubious
lady and forebear of Christ, Rahab.
During the day three ladies
bravely shared their moving
testimonies, one the delightful account of a new believer and two heartwrenching records of God’s sustaining power through great trials — truly
grace sufficient.
After a presentation on the church’s work in Odessa we reached the
concluding session, It’s all about Jesus. Jane McNabb looked at a third
lady in Christ’s genealogy, his mother Mary, and pointed us to her Saviour
and ours.
The aim of the conference, which it more than fulfilled, was to bless and
encourage women, and next year Kath Paterson is booked to speak on
March 16th.
Trudy Kinloch (a member of the Quinta Church, Weston Rhyn)
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Overview of
the Minor Prophets
(8) Habakkuk
by Chris Sinkinson

W

hy does God allow suffering? How did Hitler get away with such
wickedness for so long? Why doesn’t God give Al-Qaeda
terrorists fatal heart attacks before they can board a plane? These
questions may belong to recent history but they rest upon a more
fundamental question about human existence. The prophet Habakkuk
expresses this anxiety on behalf of the people: “How long, LORD, must I
call for help, but you do not listen?” (1:2). He asks “Why do you tolerate
wrongdoing?” (1:3). If God is thoroughly good and powerful then why is
it that people suffer and evil often seems to get the upper hand? To preach
the main message of the short prophetic book of Habakkuk is helpful
because it allows us to tackle the heart of this important issue.

Dialogue

The book may remind us of the book of Job. It is a dialogue between
the prophet (1:1–4; 1:12–2:1) and God (1:5–11; 2:2–20) culminating in a
beautiful, memorable, prayer (3:1–19). It has been pointed out that the
book of Job is not so much as answer to “why” God allows suffering, as
a description of “how” to suffer. Job does not learn why God allows
suffering, but he does come to a deeper knowledge of God and that
enables him to live in faith. Habakkuk arrives at a similar place.
The book is set sometime before the Babylonian invasion of Judah in
612 BC. The people of God have drifted into injustice and idolatry. They
are a people in decline.
But God will not allow this sin to continue unpunished. There is a
judgment to come. For Judah that judgment will come at the hands of the
pagan Babylonian nation (1:6–10). But this is perplexing for Habakkuk.
The Babylonians, instruments of God’s judgment, are themselves a
wicked people (1:11). Surely, they are part of the problem, not part of the
solution? We have seen that the people of God have drifted into injustice
and idolatry. What about Babylon? They are guilty of injustice: “Woe to
him who builds his house by unjust gain” (2:9), and idolatry: “Woe to him
who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’” (2:19)!
Habakkuk is assured that the instrument of judgment will not escape
judgment, “Now it is your turn!” says God (2:16).

6
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God’s purposes

Over all this crime and punishment there is One who remains
unchanging. His purposes work out through both good and ill. Whatever
the intentions of the nations, “the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (2:14). Knowing
God’s sovereignty, holiness and justice help us to trust him whatever our
circumstances might be. The prophet glimpses war, invasion and violence
ahead and his “heart pounded”, his “lips quivered”. Habakkuk certainly
knew fear. But he also knew faith. In the most memorable words we hear
this great statement of faith; “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields
produce no food, though there are no sheep in the sheepfold and no cattle
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my
Saviour” (3:17–18). Look around you and you will certainly be
disheartened and distressed. Look ahead and you may feel great anxiety
and worry. But look up and you will see the God who works all things
together for the good. Your circumstances may weigh you down, but your
God will lift you up! The confidence of the Christian is founded upon this
same perspective of faith: “we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28). God even uses wicked people to ensure his
purposes are carried out — it was wicked people who had Jesus
condemned to death but only through God’s “set purpose and
foreknowledge” (Acts 2:23). Why does God allow suffering? We don’t
know in detail and we don’t know in particular circumstances. But we do
know that God can be trusted and that his ultimate triumph is secure. We
don’t suffer joyfully but even in suffering we can know joy.

Dates for your diary

Encourage yourselves and one another by having a day out at Nazeing
for the EFCC Annual General Meeting on Saturday May 12th. It is a
good opportunity for fellowship, discussion, and Bible ministry — this year
from Ian Densham, pastor of Alexandra Road Congregational Church,
Hemel Hempstead, and Andrew Leach, pastor of Rochford
Congregational Church and current Committee Chairman. Let the EFCC
office know if you are coming and require lunch!
Pastors, don’t miss what has been described as the best conference of
the year: the Ministers’ Prayer Conference at Willersley Castle,
Monday 5th to Thursday 8th November. The main speaker is David
Ellis, pastor of Mount Road Baptist Church, Hinckley, and David
Woodward from the Association of Grace Baptist Churches (South East)
is speaking on Church Planting and Church Regeneration.
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Further afield … Sierra Leone
by Robert and Suzanne Lightowler

W

e were asked recently,
“What is it exactly
that you will be doing
in West Africa?” Eventually we
aim
to
train
pastors,
evangelists
and
leaders.
Pastors who preach the Truth,
the whole Truth and nothing
but the Truth. Evangelists who
present the pure gospel.
Leaders who know how to
apply the Word to a variety of
pastoral needs. We spent two
weeks in Sierra Leone in
March learning more about how to live there and the opportunities for
training leaders. The prosperity gospel has grown fast and has taken in
pastors who have some biblical training. Charismatic leaders with a false
gospel are fleecing the sheep. One leader
described the spiritual conditions as
desperate. Our concern is to implement
what the Lord told us to do in this
culture. He said we are to make disciples.
Pastor Paul Boakery (right) longs to see
pastors trained in expository preaching
and leaders trained in Biblical skills as a
clear alternative to the prosperity gospel.
Another pastor was asked what is the
greatest need. Without any hesitation he
replied, “Leaders, leaders, leaders — the
training of leaders.” He has 13 men who
have come to Christ in the last two years.
He wants these men to be trained to
present the gospel in the local villages
that have not yet heard of Christ. Other
local leaders see the need for pastors to
be trained in expository preaching. They would also like a Bible School for
the training of men to work around the country.
Daniel (top of next page)is taking an engineering degree and is also the
pastor of a church. He is extremely grateful for the support that he has
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been given so far but he is hungry for
more training. He is in a group of leaders
in the south of the country were looking
forward to a three day Touring Bible
School.
What is our greatest need at present?
We would have to say that we need
more partners alongside us in this
gospel opportunity. Right now we have
15% of our support. We plan to move
out to S.L. in January. But before then
we need to secure the property. Mike
and Vi move back to the U.K. in June so
we need to start paying the rent. We
need this by the end of April or we let
that property and the contents go. Both Sue and I finish our jobs in
August to train at All Nations Christian College. We need the course fees
for cross-cultural training and living expenses for four months.
Please let people know about this and if you would like to know more
please contact us. We are also taking a missionary weekend in
Birmingham on the 5–6 May
at Junction Road Evangelical
Church and you would be
most welcome for all or part of
it. The theme is “Building the
Church or Making Disciples”
— Have we got the Lord’s
approach?
Most of all we would value
your prayer support. We have
never had to lean so much on
the Lord and see his
faithfulness in so many areas
Mike Webb with Pastors from Moriba Town and the
of our lives all at once.
planning group for the Touring Bible School

Visit the EFCC Web-site at www.efcc.org.uk
EFCC has a broadcasting account at www.sermonaudio.com. There
is a great deal of good preaching on this site. You will find increasing
material there, too, from EFCC ministers and speakers at EFCC
conferences (including Studies Conferences) promoting evangelical
congregational principles.
Congregational Concern Spring 2012
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C. Everett Koop
by Andrew Charles

P

rofessor Steve Jones recently
posed the question, “Why train to
become a biologist, or a doctor,
when you deny the very foundations of
your subject?” To those familiar with his
writings, it will come as no surprise to
find that Jones identifies those who deny
“the very foundations” of their subject to
be those who reject evolutionism in
favour of creationism. He asserts that
“For a biology student to refuse to
accept the fact of evolution is equivalent
to choosing to do a degree in English
without believing in grammar, or in
physics with a rooted objection to
gravity”.1
Debates on evolution versus creation range over many scientific subjects
on which most of us are unable to pronounce through lack of knowledge,
but it does not need any specialist knowledge to recognize that there is no
foundation for the assertion that acceptance of an evolutionary model of
origins2 is essential for a physician or surgeon. The falsity of the notion that
Professor Jones’ evolutionary belief system is a prerequisite for a medical
practitioner is illustrated by the career of an American who in recent years
rose to the top of the medical profession.
C Everett Koop was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1916. He
graduated with a BA from Dartmouth College in 1937 and with an MD
from Cornell Medical College in 1941. He became Professor of Pediatric
Surgery at the School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, in 1959
and Professor of Pediatrics in 1971. From 1946 to 1981 he was surgeonin-chief at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia where he pioneered
procedures in pediatric surgery. He was appointed Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Health in the US Public Health Service in March 1981 and
became United States Surgeon General in November 1981. In 1995 he
was presented with the highest United States civilian award, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.
After the birth of his third son, Koop became a Christian and, as an
evangelical believer, he sought “to evaluate everything in the light of
Scripture”, finding that “in the Bible I found my guide for faith and
conduct, always tempered by God’s grace and forgiveness”.3 However,

10
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Koop’s rejection of secular humanism, both in theory and in practice,
inevitably meant that he became involved in two major areas of conflict
concerning respectively, abortion and evolution.
While practising medicine as a pediatric surgeon Koop became “prolife”: “How could I ever accept the destruction of the unborn after a career
devoted to the repair of imperfect newborns … I had watched hundreds
of them grow up to be innovative and creative human beings even though
they were not always pristine in form and function.”3 In 1979, the
publication of Whatever happened to the human race?,4 which Koop coauthored with Francis Schaeffer, alerted many evangelicals to the
significance of abortion and euthanasia, which prior to that time had often
been regarded as Roman Catholic issues.
How did practices such as abortion and euthanasia become acceptable
and, indeed, encouraged? Whatever happened to the human race?
describes the developments in Western society that form the background
to the legitimisation of such practices. Schaeffer and Koop accurately
analysed our current condition: whereas once Western society “largely
rested on the base that God exists and that the Bible is true” (p69), now
“the consensus of our society no longer rests on a Judaeo-Christian base,
but rather on a humanistic one.” (p5) Although outwardly democratic “In
reality the will and moral judgments of the majority are now influenced by
or even overruled by the opinions of a small group of men and women.”
(p7) “Of all the subjects relating to the erosion of the sanctity of human
life, abortion is the keystone” (p13) and one of the results of abandoning
our Judaeo-Christian heritage is that “Our society has put to death its own
offspring, millions upon millions of them.” (p68)
Despite his illustrious career, Koop’s appointment as Surgeon General of
the United States during the presidency of Ronald Reagan was not well
received by the media: “But when he was nominated for the position of
Surgeon General, he was attacked by the secular media with total
disregard for objective reporting — and with total disregard for his brilliant
humanitarian record as a surgeon. Those in the media holding the
humanist world view could not tolerate Dr Koop’s voice to be heard —
they could not tolerate his articulate defence of the sanctity of human life
to be expressed.”5
Schaeffer and Koop emphasise the significance of the early chapters of
Genesis. “There is one world view which can explain the existence of the
universe, its form, and the uniqueness of people — the world view given
to us in the Bible.” (p72) “All the information given by the Bible flows out
of the information given in the early chapters of Genesis. If we are to
understand the world as it is and ourselves as we are, we must know the
flow of history given in these chapters. … Take this away and even the
death of Christ has no meaning.” (p99) “… the only thing that can stem
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this tide is the certainty of the absolute uniqueness and value of people.
And the only thing which gives us this is the knowledge that people are
made in the image of God. We have no other final protection.” (p113)
With such views on the authority and reliability of Scripture, including
the early chapters of Genesis, it is not surprising that Koop was not an
evolutionist. In fact he rejected evolution on scientific grounds and
believed it to be impossible. However, he cautioned that “until the scales
are lifted from the eyes of those who oppose creation, no scientific
evidence will be of value in proof.”6
Far from belief in Scripture being a barrier to medical work, as a disciple
of Professor Steve Jones might think, Koop found it to be indispensable.
“If I didn’t believe that I had a God who was solid and dependable, a God
who makes no mistakes, I couldn’t continue what I am doing. I never
operate without having a sub-conscious feeling that there’s no way this
extraordinarily complex mechanism known as the human body just
happened to come up from slime and ooze. … When I make an incision
with my scalpel, I see organs of such intricacy that there simply hasn’t been
enough time for natural evolutionary processes to have developed
them.”7
Notes
The photo of Dr Koop was sourced from
profiles.nlm.nih.gov/ps/retrieve/ResourceMetadata/QQBBDM
1. Steve Jones, Islam, Darwin and the denial of science, Daily Telegraph, Saturday, 3
December 2011. Jones was Professor of Genetics at University College London.
2. “Professor Verna Wright, one of Britain’s leading medical experts, strongly argued that we
should use the word ‘model’ with regard to evolution and creation. He maintained that
neither evolution nor creation could be considered a theory because the very definition of a
theory meant that it could be tested.” (John Blanchard, Does God believe in atheists?,
Evangelical Press, Darlington, 2000, p115.)
3. C.E. Koop, Koop: The memoirs of America’s family doctor, Random House, New York,
1991, p87. Quoted by Jerry Bergman in C. Everett Koop—Christian and Darwin doubter,
Journal of Creation, vol. 25, no 3, 2011, pp63–64.
4. The revised British edition of Whatever happened to the human race? was published in
1980. Page numbers in this article are from the 1982 paperback edition published by
Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London.
5. Francis Schaeffer, A Christian manifesto, Pickering paperback, 1982, p74.
6. Quoted by Bergman, p64.
7. C.E. Koop in Scientists who believe (eds E.C. Barrett & D. Fisher), Moody Press, pp158–
159. Quoted by Blanchard, p318.

Dr Andrew Charles is an elder of
Alexandra Road Congragational Church, Hemel Hempstead
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Pause for thought
The Simplicity of the Gospel
by Matthew Bater
‘When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior
wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to
know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified’.
1 Corinthians 2:1–2.

W

e are reminded here that the communication of the good news of
Jesus Christ doesn’t necessarily have to be an eloquent, wellargued presentation. Having said this, there are some godly
people who are tremendously gifted at gospel presentation and have
amazing intellect. I am not saying it is wrong for men to be gifted in that
way. But I am saying that the gospel can be shared by ordinary Christians
in ordinary conversations. Even preachers themselves need not be highly
academic in order to preach the gospel. While logic and presentation have
been instruments of God in the salvation of many people, it doesn’t mean
that we have to have extraordinary debating skills in order to have a hope
of leading someone to Christ.
The idea that God uses both people of great intellect and “ordinary”
people is illustrated in the conversion of Charles Haddon Spurgeon.
Spurgeon was a genius! His language, and metaphors were incredible and
his understanding of theology exceptional. Yet this man was saved
through the most “ordinary” gospel sermon, in a small church with the
simple words “Look to Jesus”.
This gospel is true wisdom because ultimately it is God’s power that
saves souls (see 1 Corinthians 2v4–5).
The salvation of a human being is all about the power of God at work
in his or her heart. Whether the words of the gospel come from a very
polished famous preacher or an ordinary person sharing the gospel with a
friend, it is only by God’s Holy Spirit that someone can be saved. The
wisest thing of all is not to look good in front of other people, but to obey
God in bringing this gospel to those around us. We mustn’t be surprised
when people scoff at us when we share the gospel and even laugh in our
faces. Yet just as Paul, one of the greatest evangelists who ever lived, had
the power of God at work in his ministry, so we can be confident of that
same power of God with us now.
Matthew Bater is pastoral assistant at Hayes Town Chapel.
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London 2012 — Christ to the
Nations!
by Phil Sutton

P

arthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome; Cretans and
Arabs. … These familiar words from Acts chapter 2 remind us that God
uses international events to spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to
all nations.
Four years ago, a young man from our church was flown by a famous
watch-making company to Beijing, where he manned a shop next to the
Birds Nest Olympic Stadium. He had no interest in sport, yet he was given
a free ticket to the stadium on the men’s finals day. Being bored and
homesick he made use of the ticket and became one of the few privileged
Britons to see world record holder Usain Bolt sprint into the history books
in the 100 metres final!
How many people will attend London 2012 with no interest in Christ
whatsoever, only to encounter “Heaven’s Champion” through the
ministry of Christ’s people?

All nations

Certainly the foreigners at Pentecost were surprised by their encounter
with those first Spirit-filled Christians and many are praying that God will
use London 2012 to bring about the
spread of the Gospel and fulfill God’s
plan to reach “all nations”.
The following two initiatives are
examples of what is happening to fulfill
this vision:
YWAM’s “Arise All Nations” is a coordinated mission in the east and west
of London focussing on evangelism
and ministering around Olympic
venues as well as the biggest “Hot
Spots”, which include famous tourist
sites and public broadcasting screen
locations.
“More Than Gold” is an ecumenical
initiative to support the Games by acts
of practical service including hospitality
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for the duration of the Games. Christians who live close to the action are
invited to offer bed and breakfast to relatives of competing athletes who
would otherwise be unable to afford to come and support their loved
ones.
Of course many of the visitors will also be believers and the Games are
an opportunity for our own post-Christian society to hear the gospel from
them.

Great potential

The Games occasionally put the spotlight on the Christian faith, (Eric
Liddell being an obvious example), but the athletes themselves are but the
tip of the iceberg in terms of the numbers of visitors. Thus the potential for
God to use this event to his glory is obvious.
A total of 216 Nations will be represented at London 2012: Afghanistan,
Albania, Andorra … Burundi, Belgium, Belize … and I hope this article
will prompt even the most “unsporting” among us to pray for God’s
blessing on the event!
Phil Sutton is pastor of Westerham Congregational Church

Three rules for marriage

Happy are they, who in the matter of marriage observe three rules. The
first is to marry only in the Lord, and after prayer for God’s approval and
blessing. The second is not to expect too much from their partners, and to
remember that marriage is, after all, the union of two sinners, and not of
two angels. The third rule is to strive first and foremost for one another’s
sanctification. The more holy married people are, the happier they are.
“Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify it”
(Eph. 5:25f).
J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Mark

Bulkington outreach

On Easter Saturday a group of some 40 folk, consisting of members of
Bulkington Congegational Church in Warwickshire supported by helpers
from churches belonging to the Coventry Evangelical Forum gathered for
a morning of outreach in the village. A gazebo had been erected on the
driveway leading up to the chapel, where tea and coffee were served and
passers-by engaged in conversation and offered Easter leaflets and
evangelistic literature. Some talked to folk in the shopping area, while
others visited door-to-door, and one group visited the local travellers’
camp. It was an encouraging time, and two folk attended the Easter
morning service as a direct result.
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EFCC Forums

T

he EFCC was asked what is it doing for the women in its various
fellowships and the answer we can now give is that there is a forum
specifically for women. If you go to the EFCC website you can
click on “Forums” and this will direct you to an area that is designed to
allow women to share various concerns, ask questions of each other or
simply just share a thought. Those who sign up can read these posts and
reply to them if they should so desire. It is a site for women to share with
each other honestly and openly in a secure arena. To sign up you just
need to follow these simple instructions:
• The first thing you will see when you select the forum link from the
EFCC website is a login page, and you will need to complete the
registration process.
• Click on the “register now” link in the text below the login section.
• You will need to enter a user name (this is the name that will be
visible on the forum when make postings), then your e-mail address
(later a confirmation e-mail we be sent to this address with a link in
it that you have to click on which will complete the process).
• Now enter a password of your choice and confirm.
• Tick the terms of use box.
• Enter the given code (if you can’t read the code click the link below
the code to request another).
• Then click “Register Now”.
Now go to your e-mails and find the confirmation e-mail from the forum
and click the link to complete the registration process.
When the process is complete go back to the login page and enter your
e-mail address and password to access the forum.
You can subscribe to the forum by e-mail by selecting the “options” box,
then the “subscribe via e-mail” option. You can then choose whether you
wish to receive all messages in the forum or just new topics, and whether
you wish to receive individual e-mails of a daily digest.
When changes have been made click the “save subscription button” and
return to forum.
You can post to the forum via e-mail by selecting the “options” box then
select the “post by e-mail” option you will be then presented with an email address which is specific for you to use for posting direct to the forum.
Copy the code in between the > and < symbols and paste into the “To”
field on your e-mail.

Theological forum

The EFCC has had a theological forum for some time now. This is now
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going to move and be administered via the EFCC website. If you would
like to continue with this or to join then please click the link to the
theological forum and register as above. We hope you will make use of
these tools and that you will benefit greatly from them.

News from Bulgaria

For some considerable time the Congregational Church at
Panagyurishte in Bulgaria, pastored by Emanuel Tinev, has been
working at the construction of a new church building. They were able to
hold their first service of
worship in the new
building just before
Christmas, and now
look forward to the
Service of Dedication
planned
for
15th
September at 11 a.m. In
the next few months
there is still some work
to be completed inside
and
outside
the
building, including the
minister’s house.
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Book shelf
by Mike Plant

C.S. Lewis: Clarity and
Confusion (Day One
Publications, 144pp, £6.00)

I

t is encouraging to be able to review two
books by those ministering within EFCC.
The first book, C.S. Lewis: Clarity and
Confusion is by Andrew Wheeler who is
assistant at Keswick. I was first attracted to
Lewis’ writings when I read The Screwtape
Letters — this was prior to my conversion
but his shrewdness and clarity of thought
made a great impact on me. I still remember
points made in the book years later.
To my mind this book needed to be
written because of the imbalance in
attitudes to C.S. Lewis. On the one hand
some evangelicals seem to quote Lewis as
the last word on any subject, when in fact
there are areas of teaching in his writings
which are clearly unscriptural. On the other
hand one of the evangelical papers
expressed doubts as to his conversion —
which, as I think Lewis’ own story,
Surprised by Joy, is a classic on conversion,
seems absolutely daft.
Andrew starts by sketching Lewis’ life,
which of course includes the story of his
marriage to Joy Davidson, made famous
by the film “Shadowlands”. He then looks
in Part 2 at “Some Glimpses of Grace”
which deals with Lewis’ conversion and
faith. In Part 3 he examines “Some Areas of
Concern” such as Lewis’ views on the
Bible, Creation and Evolution, and his
attitude to other religions. What is
particularly interesting here is that the
discussion is well-documented and that it is
shown that even when Lewis is in error he
is not simply repeating the common
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arguments of others but seeking to think for
himself. One of the attractions of Lewis’
writings is that, because in God’s
mysterious providence he was never a
thorough evangelical, he expresses himself
freshly and originally and thus makes us
think about Biblical truth in a fresh way.
The book has three appendices: “Some
Glimpses of Wisdom”, a chronological list
of Lewis’ writings and a scripture index to
his writings.
A book I am grateful for — a good
idea and well executed. I close with a very
contemporary thought lifted from the
“Glimpses of Wisdom” appendix:
The emotional effect of music may not
only be a distraction (to some people
at some times) but a delusion: i.e.
feeling certain emotions in church they
mistake them for religious emotions
when they may be wholly natural.

Confident Christianity —
Conversations that lead to the
Cross (IVP, 224pp, £8.99)

T

he second book is the recently
published Confident Christianity —
Conversations that lead to the Cross
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by Chris Sinkinson, who is the Minister at
Alderholt. This book is about apologetics,
which is the defence of the Christian faith.
Lest this sound too negative Chris rightly
explains that “Apologetics is a dimension of
evangelism.” It embraces the guarding and
protecting of the truth of the gospel while
also pointing out the inadequacies of the
belief systems of those who would attack
the faith or who use these beliefs to shield
themselves from its claims.
Chris spends some time discussing how
philosophy has impacted Christian thinking
and how there have been different
Christian perspectives on the defence of the
faith. This is helpful and it simplifies and
makes clear what some other books make
complex and difficult. When discussing the
way in which the faith has been defended
and presented C.S. Lewis and Francis
Schaeffer make their appearance and
contribute to the discussion. Chris’s own
preference seems to be that our methods
should be flexible and relate to who we are
speaking to.
With this in mind Chris spends time
talking about the climate of beliefs in which
we have to present the gospel — he
devotes space to the impact of Charles
Darwin and the reality of his faith/lack of
faith about which there are many poorly
researched anecdotes. What it does clearly
demonstrate is that unbelief is not the
unavoidable result of the growth of
scientific knowledge, rather it comes from
the wider culture and its prejudices and
assumptions. Chris then goes on to deal
with the contribution of archaeology, the
supposed conflict between science and
faith, Christianity and other religions and
the problem of suffering. All of these
chapters are informative and helpful but
this book is intended as an introduction to

these areas and much more could be learnt
about any of them. This book is helpfully
written and for anyone who is seeking to
get on the wavelength for questions nonChristians often ask will be very valuable.
Chris has some nice expressions — on
archaeology one I liked is: “The absence of
evidence does not constitute evidence of
absence.’
An afterthought Andrew Wheeler
critiques C.S. Lewis for his failure to hold to
creationism and for many conservative
evangelicals this has now become an article
of orthodoxy. I noticed that while Chris
Sinkinson argues effectively that there is
overwhelming evidence for design he
chooses not to advocate creationism.
Without committing myself on this issue I
would argue that our role in apologetics,
and C.S. Lewis was an effective apologist,
is to undermine the world view of those
who argue for a closed universe with no
designer needed. We do not need to prove
the details of an alternative but to make it
clear that the gospel cannot be excluded by
the assumptions of popular science.
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Prayer Time

I

n my last Concern article I encouraged you to
pray. May I share the routine I pray every day?
First, when I come back to bed with my cup of tea,
I read the next passage in the Old Testament and
then pray, “Keep the children safe. Comfort the dying
and those who mourn. Hold back the sinner. Save
Stan Guest
the lost. Revive the church. Glorify thy name.” I then
repeat all the names of my family members and
persons with close connections from the past. Yes, it is a routine, but I do
truly pray for them.
It is time to get up, so, kneeling by my bed, I pray for the armour Paul
refers to in Ephesians 6: the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness,
shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit.
Then, after breakfast, I usually read my next passage in the New
Testament and follow that with my prayer diary for the day of the month,
the next day in the EFCC Directory, and the requests in Prayer Concern.
Prayer is a personal privilege from God. It is a wonderful fact the the
Almighty Creator of heaven and earth can listen and respond to every
prayer we make to him. How often do we sing, “What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer”? Keep at it.

Books for Congregationalists
Dissertation on the Death of Christ by Bishop John Davenant, £25∙00
Christian Fellowship by John Angell James, £3∙75
Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale, £13∙00
Visible Saints by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £25∙00
Studies in English Dissent by Geoffrey F. Nuttall, £30∙00
The Religious Revival in Wales (550pp.) £30∙00
(articles published in the Western Mail during the Revival)

Quinta Press,

Meadow View, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, SY10 7RN
01691 778659 Fax: 01691 777638 E-mail info@quintapress.com
Full list on the web-site: www.quintapress.com
Find important books by John Cotton, Richard Mather, John Angell James, William Jay, RW Dale and
accounts of revival on-line at www.quintapress.com/PDF_Books.html
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EFCC publications
Telling Another Generation
£0.50
This book contains a symposium of papers originally written to mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of EFCC, and as a tribute to Stan Guest,
who has been closely involved in the work of EFCC ever since its
formation, and retired as secretary of the Fellowship in 1989.
Serving as a Deacon by John Legg
£1.95
Now reprinted in a revised edition. “Diaconates might find it useful to
supply each member with a copy of this work” —Evangelicals Now.

&

E

Evangelical & Congregational
£5.00
A brief survey of Congregational history, church order, confessions
of faith, the ministry, worship and sacraments. Includes Savoy
Declaration of Faith.
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A brief survey of Congregational history,
church order, ministry, worship and
sacraments with the Savoy and 
Declarations of Faith

p

Children of the Covenant by John Legg
The biblical basis for infant baptism.

£0.50

Signs and Seals of the Covenant by CG Kirkby
A biblical review of the doctrine of Christian baptism.

£3.50

EFCC also has available these books about
Congregational history and church government
Wandering
Pilgrims
Whatever Happened
to the
Congregational
Churches?

Wandering Pilgrims by ES Guest
£5.00
Subtitled “Whatever Happened to the Congregational Churches?”
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Manual of Congregational Principles by RW Dale
The definitive work of Congregational church government.

£13.00

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OR

THE CHURCH MEMBER’S GUIDE
by

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
Edited and Abridged by Gordon T. Booth
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Christian Fellowship or the Church Member’s Guide
by John Angell James
£3.75
A practical manual for church members to learn their duties and
responsibilities.

All these items are available from the Office Manager. Prices are exclusive of postage and packing.
Online purchases available at www.efcc..org.uk
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