
 

Environmental Policy 
 
 
 
As companies are increasingly under pressure to monitor, present and influence their carbon 
footprint, Allport Cargo Services have developed specific system tools to allow retailers to view their 
CO2 impact and make decisions based on this. 
 

 
 
Through tools built within LIMA and 
Business Intelligence development, we 
are able to apportion the Carbon 
Footprint of shipments at Purchase 
Order / SKU level and analysis through 
LIMA BI. This allows our customers to 
analyse the carbon impact of the 
supply chain and the environmental 
impact of any changes. 
 

 
 

The Carbon Emissions Calculator shown above is a tool to find the 
CO2 footprint for any origin/destination pair by mode. This would 
then be calculated at shipment level and apportioned by PO/SKU 
contained in that shipment, as shown on the right. 
 
The shipment data will then be present in LIMA business intelligence 
as top level values and trends over time. LIMA BI also provides the 
functionality to drill down into the data to filter the results by 
department or origin port 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 
At ACS, we understand the impact our activities can have on the environment and thus we work 
pro-actively to mitigate these on those areas we can influence, trying to implement programmes 
which have a positive impact on our environment.   We have developed an environmental 
management system and it has been ISO 14001 accredited.  

 
 

 Working with customers and carriers, Allport Cargo Services are committed to 
reducing CO2 emissions.  

 Complying with all relevant environmental legislation, regulations and codes of 
practice 

 Protecting the environment by striving to prevent and minimise our contribution to 
pollution  

 Seeking to keep wastage to a minimum & maximise the efficient use of materials & 
resources 

 Managing and disposing of all waste in a responsible manner and in accordance with 
governmental guidelines 

 Providing training for our colleagues so that we all work in accordance with this 
policy 

 Regularly communicating our environmental performance to our employees and 
stakeholders 

 Developing management processes to ensure that environmental factors are 
considered during planning and implementation 

 Recycling waste materials, where sustainable markets exist for such products 
 Monitoring and continuously improving our environmental performance 

 
An environmental action committee works in four key areas: 
 
Facilities 
 
We have undertaken energy saving projects within manufacturing, warehouses and offices, eg:  
 

 Mechanical handling equipment is LPG powered 
 Loading dock operations have been streamlined to reduce fork lift truck usage  
 Heating in warehouses reduced 
 Waste polythene / cardboard is recycled 
 Waste compactor systems result in a reduction of waste collections required 
 Aircraft pallet coverings are now made from a bio-degradable material 
 Mechanical handling equipment automatically shuts off if idle for over 2 minutes 
 Actively encourage car share schemes 
 Light fittings switched to low energy bulbs 
 Light fittings have motion sensors fitted to further reduce energy use 
 Burner/boiler installed at Allport packaging for disposal of waste 

 
We have shown a 67% reduction in energy use at our facilities 
 



 

Equipment 
 
Allport Cargo Services operate a large commercial fleet and we seek to reduce emissions, whilst 
improving fuel efficiency, including LPG conversions and electric / diesel hybrids. 
 
We commenced the roll out of Tear Drop trailers in 2008.  These offer a 10% saving on fuel, a 
potential 20% saving on fleet CO2 emissions, coupled with an additional 10 cbm of load space. 
 
Location 
 
We have implemented changes at our packaging factories to minimise or eradicate noise pollution.  
Many of these initiatives have been benchmarked and implemented at our freight centres as well. 
 

 Factory floor plans have been amended to move noise polluting machines far from access 
points in order to reduce any noise carry. 

 Noise reducing fences & fast growing conifers are used as screens to mask & muffle sounds 
 Fork lift trucks have been fitted with quieter reversing alarms. 
 Lorries have been located away from residential areas for early morning start-ups. 

 
Carriage  

 
The two biggest initiatives undertaken have been the development of two services which 
significantly reduce the volume of CO2 emissions when transporting freight. 
 

Rail Freight 
 
Britain’s container ports are heavily congested.  Environmental impact is one of the biggest 
negatives associated with road transport.  Allport Cargo Services have been working with rail 
operators and terminals to develop strategic rail solutions which are practical alternatives to road 
transport. 
 
Using rail freight solutions to reduce road transport traffic was projected to reduce our UK domestic 
haulage CO2 emissions by 30%, but enthusiastic take up from blue-chip clients, together with 
targeted sales campaigns, has raised this significantly.  We have added additional services to meet 
the increased demand, and we have seen the equivalent of 35,000 road journeys transferring to the 
railways, saving more than 12,000 tonnes of CO2, and reducing our UK transport emissions by more 
than twice our original target. 
 
 Sea Air / Eco Air 
 
The success of our sea air services has also had an important impact on our CO2 emissions.   Whilst it 
is true that energy consumption for aircraft and the emissions they create is greatest during take-off; 
transferring freight carriage from air to sea air or Eco Air, results in a 32.8% reduction in CO2 
emissions1.  Since 2008, Allport Cargo Services has moved over 12 million kilos via services to sea air 
and Eco Air services. 

 
 

                                                 
1 Source E H Westra MSc, M M Eppink MSc – “Air vs. Sea Transport” July 2008 


